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5. An awareness of and an ability to use Corpus analysis tools

An introduction to AntConc

Before we begin, discuss the following questions with a partner.

1. Whatis a corpus?
2. Have you ever used one?
3. Do you know of any which are used to better understand academic writing?

4. Have you heard of AntConc? Do you know what it does?

5. Can you think of any ways In Which concordance software programmes can help you
analyse specific genres?

Key information

The following information has been adapted from ‘A guide to using AntConc’.

A Concordance is a list of target words extracted from a given text, or set of texts, often
presented in such a way as to indicate the context in which the word is used. This format of
presenting information is called ‘KWIC’: Key Word In Context. Concordance software can
usually extract and present other types of information too, e.g. identifying the words that
most commonly appear near a target word (its ‘common collocates’).

AntConc is a freeware concordance program developed by Prof. Laurence Anthony, Director
of the Centre for English Language Education, Waseda University (Japan).

The AntConc programme is available from
http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/software.html

You can either download it onto your computer or run it from the website.

Task

You are now going to work with a number of texts to see how AntConc could help you in the
classroom.

Step 1: Choose a number of texts (I would suggest 3-5). The texts can be from websites,
articles or student essays. Save these texts as .txt (I will show you how to do this, if you are
unsure).
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We will now begin.

Getting started with AntConc

Today we are going to look at how to analyse texts using AntConc. But before we analyse a

set of texts, let’s open AntConc.

You can open it directly from the website or save it on to your computer or memory stick.

You choose!

http://www.antlab.sci.waseda.ac.jp/software.html

Now follow this guide step by step.

1. Open the AntConc programme. You should now have the AntConc window (see below).
You can reposition, resize or maximize the window in the normal way.

| CWEIYEN NAVIGATION MENU TOOL TABS
[ Filz Globsl Setings Tool Picforsncss Abou
Corpus Files I G | c plot | File view | Clusters | colocates | wordList | Keywora List |I
Hit KWIC File
CORPUS . ’ ‘ ’
r KWIC" RESULTS KWIC" RESULTS:
ILES WINDOW SOURCE LIST
WINDOW
Search Term [# Words [ Ceze [ Regex Concordance Hits Search Window Size
| Advanced ‘ n 3] E|
Totallle. 0
Files Processed o sort CONTROLPANEL | —
43Eill W Level1 [IR 3] ¥ Level2 [2A 3] ¥ Lewei3 [3A 3 | =

Load a file

Antconc only accepts text files (.txt) and so before you
begin, make sure all of your files are saved in this format.

1. Select ‘Open File(s)’ from the ‘File’ menu.
2. Select the file

3. Click the ‘Open’ Files button. The chosen
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Files are now listed in the ‘Corpus Files’

Panel on the left side of the AntConc window.

The ‘Total No’ box under the panel shows

how many files you have selected.

@ AntConc 3.2.4w

Corpue Filez
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T
p
=
t
T
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T
=
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t
T
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I

Fle Globa Setings Teool Prefsiences  About

Concordance | Concordance Floi | File \iewr | Clusters | Collocaies | Vord List | Keyword List |

Hit

KWIC

File

.

99 DECTE TEXT FILES
OPENED AND READY

/

4

/Sea.n::hTerm W Worde [ Cass | Regex

Advanced |

Start || Stop || sort

Kwvic Sort

Concordance Hitz

a

Search Window Size

50

3

| save winaow
| et

REEit| ¥ Levell |TR 5 v Level2 [2A 5| W Level3 |3R 3:
Concordance

To create a concordance, first make sure the ‘Concordance’ Tool Tab is selected. (The Tool
Tabs are located at the top of the AntConc window. When the Concordance tool is selected,
the results window and control panel will look as they do in the screenshot above.)

a. Torun asimple concordance using a single search term, enter the term in the search
box on the left-hand side of the control panel, and click ‘Start’. For example, entering

canny in the search box will generate a list of all occurrences of that word form in

the interview text files you have chosen to search (see first screenshot on the next

page).

e The results will appear as a list in the KWIC results window, showing the word in the
context in which it appears in the text. The interview in which each result can be
found is indicated by the file name in the ‘File’ source list window to the right of the
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KWIC results window. The total number of results is indicated in the ‘Concordance
Hits’ box in the control panel.

e Inthe KWIC results list, the key words (e.g. canny in the example above) appear in
blue. Clicking on an instance of the key word takes you to the ‘File View’ for the text
file in which it occurs, showing the term in its wider context (see second screenshot
on the next page). To return to your concordance results list, click the ‘Concordance’
Tool Tab at the top of the AntConc window.

KWIC Concordance results for canny (97 HITs in total)

@ AntConc 324w (Windo

Fle Glabal Setirg: Tacl Preferences Ahout

Corpus Files Concordance | Concordanze Platl Fils View | Clustars | Collocates | Ward List | Keyword List |
dectenlpveDl.tx
dectenlpweld? . sa Ht Kwic File -
d=mtanlpweld sx — - - B
doctenipuedd o 1 as =cund he was like really canny he was nattering <unclear> I ||dectenlpwe0l
dertenlpveds. x| = z Le's Taxls Gary Briggs he's canny nim like <Line 0Z57-<Informs ||dectenlpwedl |5
dectenlpweds. X 3 33r<Informant FVCOla> Some canny prizes on chere like if you [jdeccenlpweOl
dectenlpwed?. Ly 4 nt FUCOlbr oh she's really canny <Line 0355¥<Informant FUCO1la [[dectenlpwe0l
z““"if""’gz'“' 3 doad quist but thay're dead canny <Line 0443<Tnformant DUCOLL ||deczenlpwenl
cronlpweld T
de::enlg:-clj _— 5 ant EVCOLb> sunslesr® dead canry <interruptiond =unslears «Li |dessanlpwe0l
dactenlpwell . Tx T ant EVCIlar dit's & <“pesuss=r canny size I wouldn't =ay it was 1l ||dectealpws0l
d=ctenlpwel? . wx B mm <pauser The EFpress is canny <unclears chere <Line 0733%< [[deccenlpwell
decsenlpveld. sx 3 Informant FVC0la®> get some canny records im there mind go dow ||[dectenlpweOl
Aemzanipuall s 10 > ot i ££ the charts like <p||d 1pwenl
- aye mj ster caped sSoms canny songs off the charts like lecten]pun
dectenlpwels. sz b v > ¥ T e e
dartenlpvels. Tx 11 ne 0224><Informant PVCOZb> ecanny <paugae> ah <line 02863« Infor ||[dectenlpwolZ
dectenlpvcl?. tx 1z © PVCOEb* you know she was canny <Line Q4Z3*«Informant FVCOEa |[[dectcenlpwelb
dactenlpvels. tx 13 I mean <tpeus=er they =eem=d canny =nough well I meen they woul ||dectenlpwe0s
dectenltlsgll. & 12 pple of wor eye he's he's a canny balrn like <Line 0705x<Infor ||decoenlpwcels
dectenltlsgli. o _ — >
- vCoe - . rew < - 1 - L T
dectealtle=g0d. t: 15 NIormant EVCOEa: there's a canny £eW <1NCErruption> going aro ||[dectcenlpwcold
dectenltlagld. t: 18 kncw most pecple ¥m get on canny with them it's enjoyable <Li ||[dectenlpwel&
dartenltlagls. t: 17 t Tuesday =o it's coming on canny <Line OS5l15»<Interviswer> mm [|dectenlpweols
dectenltlsgls. t: 12 @3t sc ah “pause> should ba canny <Line 0120%<Infcrmant DVCDEE |[dectenlpwe02
dectenltlagdT. o - P . v 2807 <Tnf . R
13 1 mean chm <peussr it'd be canny though <Line 0230r<Informant [|dectenlpwe0d
dectenltlsgld. o
dactanltlagDd. t: 4 LIl 1 LA | I (] =
dactenltlagli t:
dectenltlsgll.t: 7| gegrchTerm v Words | Case|” Regex Concordance Hits Search Window Size
4 [ t

canny Advanced 97 =] él
Start || Stop || Sort | \
Save Window

Kwic Sort

[Resct| JINIINIAND | % cevei [1R 2] @ wevez 2R 3 @ evers 3R 2 TOTAL

Total No. 33

Files Procecsed

Exit

You can select ‘File View’ to see the wider context of the first result in the Canny results list.

Collocates
To generate a list of the most common collocates of a search word, first click the ‘Collocates’
Tool Tab at the top of AntConc window.

When generating a collocation list, it is a good idea to have AntConc set to ignore any tags in
the text (e.g. those that identify line numbers or speakers). To do this, click ‘Global Settings’
in the navigation menu at the top of the AntConc window. In the resulting window, choose
‘Tag Settings’ from the menu on the left-hand side. By default, ‘Show Tags’ will be selected.
Select ‘Hide Tags’ instead, and click ‘Apply’.
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Tag Settings
" Show tags = Hide fzgs Hide tags (but allowr tag search in Conc ! Flotd Fie View)

i Hide non-embedded tage
Taken [Ward] Cefriban

Colm S=ttings I_
Font S ettings b Starttag -
Lznguage Ercodngs Hide embedded tags

_ Tag marker

Hide header 1a0s

| “talHeader Start fag

| HeHezadaers End 1ag

Cancel

Next, choose the span of words that you wish to include by altering the ‘Word Span’ settings
in the control panel, e.g. setting ‘From’ to ‘5L’, and ‘To’ to ‘5R’ will search for collocates in a
span of five words to the left and five to the right of the key word.

Now enter your search term in the search box, and click ‘Start’. In the latest version of
AntConc (3.2.4), a message will appear telling you that the program must first generate a
word list. Click ‘OK’. When the word list has been generated, the program will automatically
return to the ‘Collocates’ tool and generate your collocate list.

The Collocates window lists words by the frequency with which they appear in the contexts
centred on your search term (see the collocates list for canny, below). The list also indicates
the frequency with which the collocates occur to the left or right of the key word. (By
default, the ‘Stat’ column records a ‘Mutual Information’ score, which is a measure of the
probability that the collocate and key word occur near each other, relative to how many
times they each occur in total.)
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@ AntConc 324w (Windows) 3011
Fil= Glcba Settings Tool Preferences  About
Corpus Files Concordance Cnmulanbaplnt| File View | Clusters | (:nllnu'lanl Word Liart| xag-wurdLiatl
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dastenlprelk. i 3 13 G 7 4 _86052 aye=
dectenlpvrels. s 1a 13 7 & I_70352 and
dectenlprel?. tw 11 12 & & 3.54011 that
de=ctenlpvell. bx 1% 1% 4 8 5. 21180 it
d= 1161agil b
crenltlsghl-o 13 12 7 s 4. 00323 eh
dectenltlsgd?._ t: . - B
decrenltlsgds. o 14 11 & L] 440445 thay
dectenltlagid.T: i5 10 =] Z 4 30073 had
dectenltlagos.t 15 5 4 H 4 15893 wa
dectenltlagls. t 17 5 " = 3 27553 o
dectenltlagl?. 1g 5 - 1 £ zonoz
dectenltlaglB. & - SEEEE F=ma
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dactenltlagliz.t:
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| | Search Term W Words [~ Case [ Regex Window S5pan [~ 3Same
4 [ 3
|:ann;.1 ||.-!u:l'.'snr:e-u | From. |5L 3: To... IEH 3:
Total No. 99
| Start | Stop | Sort Sort by Min. Collocaie Frequency
Save Window
Files Procezsed | Sor by Frag 1 | |1 il
Fieset| IIIII“III | Imvert Order Exit

Create a frequency list
To create a frequency list, follow the steps:

1. Openfiles (see above)
2. Click the ‘Word List’ tab.
3. Click the ‘Start’ button.

Saving results

To save one of your results windows, select ‘File’ in the navigation menu at the top of the
AntConc window. Then select ‘Save Output to Text File’ — OR — press CTRL+S.
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So far, you have had a very brief introduction to AntConc. From what you have seen:
Discuss with a partner.

How do you think you could use AntConc in the classroom?

Do you think you could introduce students to it? How could students use it?
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