
Assessing Journals for Inclusion into 
Scopus  

 
 

Professor Evan Bieske 
School of Chemistry  

University of Melbourne 
& 

Scopus Subject Chair for Chemistry, Physics and Materials 
Sciences  

Taiwan 2012 



What’s ahead 

• Scopus 

• Content Selection and Advisory Board 

• Requirements for journal submission to Scopus 

• Journal evaluation by Scopus 

• Building a robust journal 

• Summary & questions 
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About Scopus 

• Scopus is largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed research 
literature.  

• Comprehensive resource to support research needs in scientific, technical, 
medical, social sciences, and arts and humanities.  

• More than 19,500 titles from 5,000 international publishers: 

– 18,500 peer-reviewed journals (1,800 Open Access journals) 

– 400 trade publications 

– 340 book series 

– 4.9 million conference proceedings 

– 47 million records 

– 26 million records with references back to 1996 

– 21 million records pre-1996 which go back as far as 1823 

– 4.9 million conference papers from proceedings and journals 
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Content Selection and Advisory Board 
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Content Selection and Advisory Board 

• Scopus Content Selection and Advisory Board (CSAB) is a group of 
scientists, researchers and librarians who represent of major scientific 
disciplines.  
 

• 14 Subject Chairs, each representing a specific subject field.  
 

• Board works with Scopus to understand how product is used and how it 
could be enhanced. Recommendations directly influence the overall 
direction of Scopus and the prioritization of requests for new features.  
 

• Scopus CSAB takes long term view of its role in helping raise standards in 
the world literature 
 

• Scopus team and CSAB is pleased to work with editors and publishers to 
help ensure the development, accrual, retention and visibility of high 
quality journals of whatever origin to the Scopus database. 
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Suggesting a Journal for inclusion into 
Scopus 
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Suggesting a Journal for inclusion into 
Scopus 

1. Peer reviewed content 

2. Regular publication schedule 

3. Registered ISSN 

4. English language abstracts 

5. References in Roman script 

6. Should have a publication malpractice and ethics 

statement 
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English Language Usage 

• English is de facto the world language of scientific 
communication.  
 

• Scopus carries and is happy to accrue journals and articles 
in almost any language, so long as:  
• articles carry a structured abstract in English language, 

thus making content of that paper visible and 
understandable to  widest possible community of 
international users.  
 

• all references are in Roman script and preferably in 
English, as Scopus is not able to handle non-Roman 
scripts.    
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Publication Ethics 

•  Scopus requires that every journal which accrues to the 
system must publish a clear and consistent statement of 
Publication Ethics and Policies in respect of Malpractice, 
and that each publisher will be held to account for the 
performance and compliance with this policy. 
 

• Important issues include: 
– Plagiarism 
– Collaboration 
– Originality 
– Fraud 
– Conflict of Interest  
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Publication Ethics 
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Assessment Criteria 

1. Journal Policy 

2. Quality of Content 

3. Journal Standing 

4. Regularity  

5. Online availability 
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Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope 
– Level of peer review   
– Geographical diversity of editorial board 
– Geographical diversity of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field 
– Clarity of abstracts 
– Quality and conformity with stated aims 
– Readability 

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal 
– Editor standing 

 

• Regularity of Publication 
 

• Online Availability 
– Content available on-line 
– English language homepage 
– Quality of homepage 
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Case Study  
Journal of Astronomy and Space Science 

• Published by Korean Space Society 

• 4 issues each year 

• Open access 

• Commenced 1984 

• Korean and english articles for 1984-2009 

• English articles only 2010 – 
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Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope   
– Level of peer review     
– Geographical diversity of editorial board    
– Geographical diversity of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field    
– Clarity of abstracts   
– Quality and conformity with stated aims    
– Readability     

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal     
– Editor standing      

 

• Regularity of publication   

• Online availability 
– Content available on-line     
– English language homepage     
– Quality of homepage      
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Journal Policy - Purpose 

The Journal of Astronomy and Space Sciences (JASS) is an international journal 
devoted to the publication of fundamental and applied investigations on all 
aspects of astronomy, space science, and space technology. It is published 
quarterly and is the official publication of the Korean Space Science Society. This 
The Journal is an open access journal, ; consequently, articles are free for all users 
to read and use. Topics also suitable for publication also include astrophysics, 
observational astronomy, archaeoastronomy, astrodynamics, geodesy, planetary 
science, solar physics, spacecraft guidance and navigation, satellite dynamics and 
control, and all applications of space technology. 
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Journal Policy 
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Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope   ✔ 
– Level of peer review    ✔ 
– Geographical diversity of editorial board    
– Geographical diversity of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field     
– Clarity of abstracts    
– Quality and conformity with stated aims     
– Readability     

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal     
– Editor standing      

 

• Regularity of publication   

• Online availability 
– Content available on-line     
– English language homepage     
– Quality of homepage      
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Quality of Content 
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Quality of Content 



Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope   ✔ 
– Level of peer review    ✔ 
– Geographical diversity of editorial board    
– Geographical diversity of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field    ✔ 
– Clarity of abstracts   ✔ 
– Quality and conformity with stated aims    ✔ 
– Readability    ✔ 

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal     
– Editor standing      

 

• Regularity of publication   

• Online availability 
– Content available on-line     
– English language homepage     
– Quality of homepage      
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Journal Standing 
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Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope   ✔ 
– Level of peer review    ✔ 
– Geographical diversity of editorial board    
– Geographical diversity of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field    ✔ 
– Clarity of abstracts   ✔ 
– Quality and conformity with stated aims    ✔ 
– Readability    ✔ 

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal    ✔ 
– Editor standing     ✔ 

 

• Regularity of publication   

• Online availability 
– Content available on-line     
– English language homepage     
– Quality of homepage      
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Regularity 
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Online availability - Homepage 
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Assessment Criteria 
• Journal Policy 

– Convincing editorial scope   ✔ 
– Level of peer review    ✔ 
– Geographical diversity of of editorial board    
– Geographical diversity of of authors 

  

• Quality of Content 
– Academic contribution to field    ✔ 
– Clarity of abstracts   ✔ 
– Quality and conformity with stated aims    ✔ 
– Readability    ✔ 

 

• Journal Standing 
– Citedness of journal    ✔ 
– Editor standing     ✔ 

 

• Regularity of publication  ✔ 

• Online availability 
– Content available on-line    ✔ 
– English language homepage    ✔ 
– Quality of homepage     ✔ 
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Warning Signs for Poor Journals 

• Editors and authors from the same institution 

• Plagiarism 

• Poor figures 

• Bad grammar 

• Flawed science 

• Uneven quality 

• Poor homepage 

• Lack of journal focus 
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Deal Breakers 

• Plagiarism  
– republication of articles 

• Flawed science 
– Obvious problems with methodology  
– No appropriate recognition of previous work in field 
– Crazy notions (earth is center of universe etc.)  

• Broken publication record 
– missing/delayed issues 

• Poor or unavailable homepage 
• Poor production values  

– bad figures, poor grammar 

 
 
 

Taiwan 2012 



Building a Robust Journal 

• Editors and authors from different institutions 
and countries  

• Solid peer review process   
– External referees not just editors 

– Rejection of a substantial fraction of articles  

• Excellent production values  
– Good grammar 

– Figures with consistent style 

– No mistakes 

– Consistent formatting 
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Summary 

• Scopus is eager to expand its coverage to 
include journals that meet its essential 
technical requirements and which possess, 

– High level of scholarship  

– Diversity of editorship and authorship 

– Unbroken publication record over several years 

– Excellent production values 

– Good homepage 
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