Waste management is an issue most people do not think about. Most people simply
toss their household waste in the trash can and don’t worry about what happens to it. But
modern society would not last long without an effective system of waste management. Think
of the hygiene problems for modern cities when the waste is not collected regularly. When
sanitation workers go on strike, or garbage collection is otherwise interrupted, life in cities
becomes unbearable. Stench is everywhere and flies, rats, and other pests multiply. It is
therefore important for sociologists to study this hidden but crucial aspect of modern life, and
help people see the ecological implications of the “throw-away society.”

The purpose of this book is to investigate the recent problem of illegal waste shipment
from Germany to the Czech Republic from a sociological perspective. In addition to putting
the issue in context by analyzing the waste-related policy implications of European
enlargement, and the continuing problem of environmental injustice between European Union
member states, an important thesis of this book is that waste management is a legitimate topic
for sociological study. While waste may not be the most popular topic of research for social
scientists, unique insights into social relationships and the environment can be gleaned from
the study of waste systems. As we will see, the way that a society handles its waste can be
seen as yet one more indicator of the health of its social and environmental relationships, and
ultimately, of its social, ecological, and economic sustainability.

Nakladani s odpady je téma, o kterém lidé ptili§ nepfemysli. VétSinou jen hodi
odpadky do kose a nezajima je, co se s nimi déje dal. Jenze moderni spolecnost by bez
efektivniho systému nakladani s odpadem nebyla schopna fungovat. Vzpomeiite si na situaci
ve méstech, kdyz systém svozu odpadu nefunguje jak by mél. Stavka zaméstnancti nebo jiné
naruSeni systému ucini Zivot ve méstech nesnesitelnym. Vsude je citit pach odpadu a mnozi se
mouchy, krysy a dals$i skiidci. Prave proto je dalezité, aby se sociologové timto skrytym,
avsSak velmi dulezitym aspektem moderniho Zivota zabyvali a pomohli nam porozumét
ekologickym dusledkim ,,vyhazovaci spole¢nosti‘.

Publikace nahliZi na aktualni problém dovozu odpadu z Némecka do Ceské republiky
ze sociologické perspektivy. Autor zasazuje problematiku do kontextu politiky nakladani
s odpady v souvislosti s rozs§ifovanim EU a stdle aktudlniho problému nerovnovahy v ptistupu
k environmentalnim otdzkam v jednotlivych zemich EU, pfi¢emz upozoriiuje, Ze nakladani
s odpady je legitimni téma sociologického vyzkumu. Odpad pravdépodobné nebude
nejoblibenéj$im vyzkumnym tématem sociologl, ze studia zachdzeni s odpadem vSak
muzeme ziskat zcela novou perspektivu nahledu na socialni vtahy a prostiedi. Zptsob, jak
spole¢nost naklada se svym odpadem, miize byt totiz dalsim ukazatelem stavu spolecenskych
a environmentalnich vazeb a konecné i socialni, ekologické a ekonomické udrzitelnosti.



