*1960s — 1970s



* Alexandr Dubdek - dismissed his friends and allies or forced them to resign
*Aprﬂ 1969 Gustav Husak replaced A. Dubcek as first secretary of CP

* A. Dubéek continued for a while as speaker of the parliament and then became
ambassador to Turkey

* After his recall in 1970 he was stripped of his party membership

¥ . ’ . . . |
Gustav Husak declared Dubcek experiment to be finished and promptly initiated a
process of “normalization”

* After Prague Spring



Normalization in Czechoslovakia

® Moscow Protocol - Moscow Protocol demanded
normalization = no reformators in CP

® Normalization = also period from August 1968 — November
1989

® Important People loyal to USSR

® Slovakia — leader of CP Gustav Husak guaranteed at least of
some reforms

® Soviet leaders — back to period before Prague Spring



. *Foreign policy - Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev in 1968 - calling on USSR to
intervene—including militarily—in countries where socialist rule was under
threat

* each Communist Dparty is responsible not only to its own people, but also to all the socialist
countries, to the entire Communist movement. Whoever forgets this, in stressing only the
independence of the Communist party, becomes one- sided. He deviates from his international
duty...Discharging their internationalist duty toward the fraternal peoples of Czechoslovakia
and defending their own socialist gains, the U.S.S.R. and the other socialist states had to act
decisively and they did act against the anti-socialist forces i Czechoslovakia. ..

Leonid Brezhnev

% :
Brezhnev Doctrine



*Gustav Husak



* Gustav Husék tried to persuade USSR — Czechoslovakia — loyal member of the
Warsaw Pact

+*% . A . .
Constitution amended to embody the newly proclaimed Brezhnev Doctrine -
asserted the right of USSR to intervene militarily if it perceived socialism
anywhere to be under threat

%1970 - Oldfich Cernik was finally forced to resign the premiership; he was
replaced by Lubomir Strougal

*1971 - Gustav Husak repudiated - Prague Spring—*“...in 1968 socialism was in
danger in Cgechoslovakia, and the armed intervention helped to save it...”

%1975 President Ludvik Svoboda retired because of his health — Gustay Husak
(with full Soviet approval) president



*G. Husik purged the reformists during 1969 — 71

* / . .
G. Husak concentrated almost exclusively on the economy: important
infrastructure improvement projects - construction of the Prague metro and a
major motorway connecting Prague with Bratislava

*G. Husék did not permit the industrial and agricultural reforms from the Action
Program to be applied and so failed to cure the country’s long-term economic
problems

*The achievements of the mid- to late 1970s were modest, and by the early 1980s
Czechoslovakia was experiencing a serious economic downturn, caused by a
decline in markets for its products, burdensome terms of trade with several of
its supplier countries, and a surplus of outdated machinery and technology



Normalization in Czechoslovakia
® A. Dubcek - remained in office only until April 1969

® Anti - Soviet actions: Auman torches

- Jan Palach burned himself to protest against the regime in January 1969, 1 19
January 1969 — 20 January demonstration march, 25 January — funeral

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OS[f]ZtrYHY
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2674MB1y]|8
- Miroslav Malinka burned himself - 22 January 1969

- Blanka Nachazelova Committed suicide - gas poisoning — 22 January 1969

® L. Breznev — warned Czechoslovak government - events after J. Palach's deaths
- dangerous political character

- Jan Zajic burned himself 25 February 1969 — Anniversary of ~ February 1948
- EvZen Plocek burned himself 4 April 1969


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSJfJZtrYHY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A26Z4MB1yJ8

Jan Palach

> 2 .




* EvZen Plocek



Normalization in Czechoslovakia

® Anti - Soviet actions:

- Olympic Games 1968 (Mexico) — Olympics Black Power salute and
protest of Véra Caslavska

Véra Caslavska -

*Sportscaster Jim McKay described the situation to US TV viewers: “Now
the Soviet anthem. And again she has turned her head to the right and down, just as she
did at the last ceremony. This does not appear to be an accident.”

- March 1969 — Ice Hokey World Championship — Czechoslovakia beat
USSR — DEMONSTARTION x Soviet reaction —  Czechoslovakia's
victory over the Soviet team in the World Ice Hockey Championships in
precipitated Soviet pressures for a CP Presidium reorganization — Gustav
Husak was named first secretary (title changed general secretary in 1971)

® A program of "normalization"—the restoration of continuity with the pre-
reform period was initiated; normalization entailed thoroughgoing
political repression and the return to ideological conformity


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urp-UQxYGgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urp-UQxYGgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urp-UQxYGgw

%https: / /www.youtube.com/watch?v

=xsl.LhH577ai4

% \V4 L4 | 4 I 4
Véra Caslavska


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsLhH57Zai4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsLhH57Zai4

*https: / /www.youtube.com /watch?v
=az0]MnyBKck

%https: / /www.youtube.com/watch?v
=E3w;BlnxNek&feature=emb rel
err

* All wore human-rights badges on their jackets


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3wjBlnxNek&feature=emb_rel_err

Ice Hokey World Championship,

*

Sweden, 1969



Normalization in Czechoslovakia

® A new purge cleansed the Czechoslovak leadership of all reformist elements (eg 115
members of CP Central Committee, 54 were replaced; CP party membership, which had been close to 1.7
million in January 1968, was reduced by about 500,000; top levels of government were purged)

® Publishing houses and film studios were placed under new direction and censorship
was strictly imposed and a campaign of militant atheism was organized

® May 1971 Czechoslovakia and USSR signed the Treaty of Friendship,
Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance; Soviet advisers supervised the functioning
of the Ministry of Interior and the security apparatus

® V. Bilak became the most ardent advocate of Proletarian internationalism
® The purges of the first half of 1970 eliminated the reformists within CP

® Fall 1970 - ex-communist intelligentsia organized the Socialist Movement of
Czechoslovak Citizens - protest movement dedicated to the goals of 1968 (47
leaders of the movement were arrested )

® Organized protest was etfectively stilled



Normalization in Czechoslovakia

® Czechoslovakia had been federalized under the Constitutional law of
Federation of 27 October 1968

® 14th Party Congress 1971 G. Husak announced the 1968 14th CP Congress
had been abrogated - "normalization" had been "completed" and that all the
party needed to do was consolidate its gains

® Cultural life - suffered greatly from the limitations on independent thought, as
did the humanities, social sciences and ultimately even natural sciences; art had
to adhere to a rigid formula of socialist realism

® Government's emphasis on obedience, conformity, and the preservation of the
status quo was challenged by individuals and organized groups aspiring to
independent thinking and activity

® Czechoslovakia had signed UN Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights and the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1968

® 1975 The Helsinki Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe's Final
Act ( Helsinki Accords), signed also by Czechoslovakia - also included
guarantees of human rights



°*1975 Conference in Helsinki — Final Act -signed the
declaration in an attempt to improve relations between the
Communist bloc and the West

>Sovereign equality, respect for the rights inherent in sovereignty
>Refraining from the threat or use of force

>Inviolabﬂity of frontiers

» Tertitorial integrity of States

» Peaceful settlement of disputes

» Non-intervention in internal affairs

>Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief

>Equal rights and self-determination of peoples
>Co—operation among States

> Fulfillment in good faith of obligations under international law

* Human and civil rights



® The document was seen both as a significant step toward reducing Cold
War tensions and as a major diplomatic boost for the Soviet Union at the
time, due to its clauses on the inviolability of national frontiers and respect
for territorial integrity, which were seen to consolidate the USSR's
territorial gains in Eastern Europe following the Second World War

® 1976 Soviet Block signed pact of UN — human rights
® Reflection of Helsinki — “Charter 777....

*Human Rights



* Gustav Husdk had avoided the bloodletting of his predecessors - his party
purges had damaged Czechoslovak cultural and scientific life, since positions in
these two areas depended on membership in CP

Numerous writers, composers, journalists, historians, and scientists found
themselves unemployed and forced to accept menial jobs

Many of these disappointed intellectuals tried to continue the struggle against
the regime, but they were indicted for committing criminal acts in pursuance of
political objectives

Though these trials could not be compared to the Stalinist show trials, they kept
discontent among the intellectuals simmering, even 1if the mass of the
population was indifferent

*Intellectual discontent gathered strength in January 1977 - group of intellectuals
signed a petition - Charter 77 . in which they urged the government to observe
human rights as outlined in the Helsinki Accords of 1975



Charter 77

® January 1977 - Charter 77 appeared in FDR newspapers, document was
translated and reprinted throughout the world

® The original manifesto reportedly was signed by 243 people; among them
were artists, former public officials, and other prominent figures - Zdenék
Mlynéf (secretary of CP Central Committee in 19068), Vaclav Slavik (Central Committee
member in 1968) and Ludvik Vaculik (author of "Two Thousand Words")

® Charter 77 defined itself as "a loose, informal, and open community of
people" concerned with the protection of civil and human rights; it
denied oppositional intent and based its defense of rights on legally binding
international documents signed by the Czechoslovak government and on
guarantees of civil rights contained in the Czechoslovak Constitution

® Charter 77 had over 800 signatures by the end of 1977, including workers
and youth

®* G. Husak regime - claimed that all rights dertve from the state and that
international covenants are subject to the internal jurisdiction of the state,
responded with fury to the Charter 77



*January 1977 - Charter 77 declaration - calling on Czechoslovakia’s Communist
rulers to honour their commitment to human rights under the 1975 Helsinki

Accords

Dissident movement’s became most mgmﬁcant pl’OtGSt agalnst the regime

*Many of the first 240 or so signatories were arrested and all suffered for their
willingness to stand up for their beliefs

*Between January 1977 and the fall of communism in 1989 - many hundreds
more put their names to Charter 77

https:/ /www.radio.cz/en/section/special / charter-77-an-original-signatory-on-
communist-czechoslovakias-most-important-protest-movement

*Charter 77



Charter 77 and Committee for the Defense of the
Unjustly Persecuted

® Text was never published in the official media; signatories were arrested and
interrogated; dismissal from employment often followed; Czechoslovak press
launched vicious attacks against the Charter 77; public was mobilized to sign
either individual condemnations or various forms of "anti-Charters,,

® Many intellectuals and activists who signed the petition subsequently were
arrested and detained, but their efforts continued throughout the following

decade

® Closely associated with Charter 77 - Committee for the Defense of the
Unjustly Persecuted was formed in 1978 with the specific goal of
documenting individual cases of government persecution and human rights
violations



ErohléSeni CHARTI z 1. 1.
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Charter 77



#1970 W. Gomutka registered a foreign-policy success by signing a treaty with
West Germany that involved a recognition of the Oder-Neisse border

*12/1970 - major in the shipyards at Gdansk, Gdynia and Szczecin - provoked
by price increases - bloody clashes with police and troops in which many were

killed

*W. Gomutka had to step down and was replaced as first secretary by the more
pragmatic head - Edward Gierek



®* Poland

®The reform-promising W. Gomutka of 1956 turned into the
authoritarian W. Gomutka of the 1960s (W. Gomulka promised - end to
police terror, greater intellectual and religious freedom, higher wages, and
the reversal of collectivization; other forms of collective community
expression and a legally guaranteed academic autonomy lasted until 7968
Polish political crisis)

® The dissident Club of the Crooked Circle - discussion survived until 1962

® After the first wave of reform — W. Gomutka's regime started to move
back on their promises

® Decisions of XIII Plenum of the Central Committee (1963) - definite
end of the post-October liberalization period

®* W. Gomutka's regime became steadily less liberal and more repressive
and W. Gomutka's popularity declined



® Poland

® By the mid-1960s - economic difficulties

®* From 1960 - regime increasingly implemented anti-Catholic policies,
including harassment, atheistic propaganda, and measures that made
carrying out religious practices more difficult

® 1965 Conterence of Polish Bishops issued - Pastoral Letter of
Reconciliation of the Polish Bishops to the German Bishops

® 1966 Celebrations of the 1,000th anniversary of the Baptism of
Poland led by the Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski and other bishops turned

into a huge demonstration of the power and popularity of the Catholic
Church in Poland



*During the final session of the Second Vatican Council in 1965 - Polish
bishops were each assigned to write invitations for the celebrations of the one-
thousandth anniversary of Poland’s baptism the following year to fifty-six
national episcopates around the world

“The most appropriate man to 1invite the German bishops was Cardinal
Bolestaw Kominek - archbishop of Wroclaw — challange

Breaking event in the post-war history of the Polish-German relations

% We extend to you who are sitting here on the benches of the Council, which is coming to

an end, our hands and we grant you forgiveness and ask for it...”

*Relations between Poland and the Federal Republic of Germany were not
normalized until 1970 (1972)

*Cp propaganda - Germans as barbarian oppressors

*34 Polish bishops signed the letter, but German bishops expressed gratitude
for the letter, but they responded to their Polish counterparts that they couldn’t
forgive the loss of major regions of Silesia and Pomerania

*CP embarked on an anti-clerical campaign, accusing the bishops of being Nazi

apologists and traitors of the Polish nation
Pastoral Letter of the Polish Bishops to Their German Brothers



B0 /1965 - Polish media began a massive attack against the Polish Episcopate

Largest anti-episcopal propaganda campaign in the entire history of
communism

*This propaganda stressed that the Polish Bishops illegally granted forgiveness
to Germany on behalf of the Polish nation

Mass demonstrations were organized — demanding exemplary punishment of
the authors of the Message

Action was intended to undermine the confidence in the episcopate within the

Catholic part of Polish society and among the clergy

%Wladyslaw Gomulka exhorted the episcopate: “Let not the Church stand in

opposition to the State. et it not believe that it governs the souls in the nation. Those times
have gone into the irretrievable past and will never come back. *

* Pastoral Letter of the Polish Bishops to Their German Brothers



%1968 - 160 German Catholic intellectuals (including Fr. Joseph Ratzinger —
later Benedikt XVI.) signed the Bensberg Memorandum -  calling German
hierarchy to advocate the border along the Oder and the Neisse rivers

* .
Only Bensberg memorandum was considered an adequate response to the Message

of the Polish Episcopate

“Ratification of the 1972 Warsaw Treaty - German Catholic Church also
fundamentally changed its relations with respect to Poland

% . .
Warsaw Treaty - between West Germany and Poland - both sides committed
themselves to nonviolence and accepted the existing border—Oder-Neisse line

* Pastoral Letter of the Polish Bishops to Their German Brothers



After a short period of economic growth 1n years 1956-1960, Polish economy
experienced a serious crisis resulting in the increase of food prices

*Polish society no longer hoped for improvement of economical and political
condition of the country under W. Gomutka

3/1964 group of 34 intellectuals issued an open letter to the authorities as a
protest against limitations on the amount of paper to print books - was a protest
against the cultural policy of CP - letter resulted in further repressions

*Six Day War — Israel attacked Egypt — USSR satelittes decided to suspend

diplomatic relations with Israel

*Poland 1960s



. *Jan Jozet Lipski

*https:/ /www.webofstories.com/play/ji.lipski/62

*https://Www.webofstories.com/play/jj.lipski/Gl

*Freedom of speech

* Club of the Crooked Citcle


https://www.webofstories.com/play/jj.lipski/62
https://www.webofstories.com/play/jj.lipski/61

*Anti—Jewish campaign had already begun 1n 1967

*The policy was carried out in conjunction with the Soviet withdrawal of all
diplomatic relations with Israel after the Six-Day War, but also involved a
power struggle within the Polish communist party itself

*Poland (member of the Warsaw Pact) officially advocated Egypt

*W. Gomutka - speech at the meeting of the Central Committee of CP
expressed fear that “..Israe/ might be willing and would prepare to produce nuclear

weapon... "

*Amongst part of the society - opposed the domination of the USSR over
Poland - it meant sympathy for Israel

Fraction in CP surrounding Mieczyslaw Moczar (ex communist guerrilla
soldier) gained importance

Group was often accused of anti-Semitic

* Anti-Semitic campaign began after W. Gomutka's speech 6/1967 - he called
Polish Jews “the 5th column”, comparing them to the German minority living

in Poland and participating in Nazi invasion during WWII o 1 9 67



* :
Jews were removed from the army, secret service,...
Propaganda accused Jews of threatening the political system of Poland

Official target of attacks was the state of Israel, not the Jewish nation itself
however in practice the campaign had clearly anti-Semitic character



Series of major student, intellectual and other protests against the communist
regime of the Polish People's Republic

Crisis resulted in the suppression of student strikes by security forces in all
major academic centres across the country and the subsequent repression of the
Polish dissident movement

* Tt was also accompanied by mass emigration following an antisemitic campaign
%Anti—]ewish campaign had already begun in 1967

“The policy was carried out in conjunction with the Soviet withdrawal of all
diplomatic relations with Israel after the Six-Day War

* At least 13,000 Poles of Jewish origin emigrated in 1968—72

%1968 Polish political crisis



*Student movement in 1960° - group of students at the University of Warsaw,
called later by the secret police the “Commandos”

+*% . . . cc o .
Members of communist youth organizations the “Commandos” were taking
part in official gatherings, starting discussions and asking difficult questions no
one wanted to hear

*The group organized the celebration of 10th anniversary of workers protests

(1956)

*Leszek Kolakowski — prominent philosopher was expelled from CP - after 1t
many intellectuals left CP

*Leader of the “Commandos” Adam Michnik — history student at University of
Warsaw

* Student movement in Poland



*Cause of the protests was a ban imposed on a play (author Adam Mickiewicz)
“Forefathers' Eve” for the National Theater in Warsaw

*Play - part of the celebration of 50th anniversary of 1917 Revolution in
Russia; celebration included different cultural events in Poland

*CP was disappointed with modern interpretation of Mickiewicz's work and
positive press reviews were banned by Office of Censorship; issue of
independence in 19th century - had never before been considered anti-
communist; Kazimierz Dejmek (director) interpretation was regarded by Polish
authorities as targeted against USSR

* .
Reason why “Forefathers' Eve” was banned remains unclear, banned January

1968

* Student movement in Poland



*Late 1960 - period of strict repressions against the critics of the political
system in Poland (compare Czechoslovakia)

* Academic year 1967/1968 started with discussions amongst students and young
scholars at University of Warsaw - created an intellectual background for further
actions

* After last performance of “Forefathers Eve” - group of youth from University
of Warsaw (supported by students from Warsaw National Theater School)
gathered around Adam Mickiewicz monument (Warsaw) asking for stopping of
censorships

* . .
Demonstration around monument was suppressed by the police; 35 people were

%
arrested,...

* Political situation in Poland



“The next day: students Adam Michnik and Henryk Szlajfer met with Bernard
*Margueritte (Le Monde)
*The information was later broadcasted by Radio Free Europe

* After the source of information became clear for Polish authorities: A. Michnik
and H. Szlajfer were expelled from the university — 3/1968

*Asa response to the expulsion of Henryk Szlajfer and Adam Michnik, the

“Commandos” organized an rally in defense of citizen rights, as one of leaflets
distributed (students quoted article 71 of Polish Constitution which guaranteed

freedom of speech and gatherings)

¥ .
Thousand students gathered at a yard of a main campus of the Warsaw
University at the noon — 8 March1968 - participants - resolution demanding the
reinstatement of expelled students

* Student movement in Poland



Soon protest was supposed to end, activities were stopped by workers collective —
ctvilians, mainly workers of Warsaw factories inspired by CP

Wortkers collective entered the university with batons beating the students

* .
Protesters - amongst them young women - police hurt random people from
the crowd, including some passers-by

%
Students were arrested

#1500 students had to leave schools, 2500 people were arrested, “Commandos”
group members were treated more strictly

Press reported the protests without providing readers with the context and
suggesting the leading role of Jews

*March 1968



Next day - students of Technical University in Warsaw decided to support the
action at Warsaw University and organized rally

*
Two days later - protest spread around the country

Protests took place in towns with no universities, when high school students and
young workers joined the action

*Movement ended fast — last actions took place on March (22 — 23) and the very
last protest took place — 1 st May

Students activities did not have any detailed program, main goal was to change

the attitude of CP
Important aspect - protesters did not fight against the entire communist system
As a result of the March protests - anti-Semitic campaign stepped up

Persecutions of the Jews became an obsession - people were bringing
documents confirming that thy were baptized - which is particularly strange in
an officially atheist country — to proof they do not have a Jewish origin

*March 1968



* Communist discourse - common enemy to focus the force of people
*Before 1968 - hooligans, American imperialists and Colorado beetle
*Fact is - many of protest leaders had Jewish ancestors
* Anti-Zionism - grown to enormous extend in Poland

*Probably, an important role was played by a group of prominent CP members
surrounding Mieczyslaw Moczar, for whom the rebel of March 1968 was a
confirmation of their anti-Semitic claims

Fact 1s that Jews were called the Zionist

Anti-Semitsm as contradictory to communist doctrine could not be officially

supported

N ..
“Zionist” became synonym of the Jew

* Persecutions of the Jews



Anti-Semitic campaign - distributing leaflets after the protest from 8 March

*Leaflets prepared by the secret service - highlighted the Jewishness of protest
leaders

* » : : .y
11March - “Slowo Powszechne”, edited by PAX - Catholic association -
collaborating with communist, published an article extending such accusations

*Main focus of Polish press - writing about March protests

Many protesting students were relatives of prominent Jewish members

*of CP from Stalinist period was exposed (Polish Jews joined communist

organizations even before WWII, they hoped to assimilate with the Polish
society; stereotypical Pole was considered Catholic and with a new Communist
movement Jews hoped to find a way how to become member of polish society)

* Persecutions of the Jews



%1968 CP — members of Jewish protesters families gained their positions under
the most oppressive and already officially condemned period of Stalinism, they
were accused of preparing an overthrow of the government and reestablishing

of a tough regime
Zionists were supposed to be a part of international conspiracy

Press - propaganda against participants of the March riots, but also gatherings
in factories - workers inspired by CP - criticizing students rebelling

* Persecutions of the Jews



® Poland in 1968

® By the 1960s - rival regime officials and their followers, generally people
of a younger generation, had begun to plot against the rule of W.
Gomutka and his associates

® January 1968 - Polish revisionist opposition and other circles were
strongly influenced by the developing movement of the Prague Spring

® March 1968 - student demonstrations at Warsaw University broke out in
the wake of the government's banning of the performance of a play
by Adam Mickiewicz at the National Theatre in Warsaw because of its
alleged "anti-Soviet references "

® March 1968 events: used the spontaneous and informal celebrations of
the outcome of the 1967 Arab—Israeli war and the Warsaw theatre affair
as pretexts to launch an anti-intellectual and anti-Semitic press campaign;
real goal was to weaken the pro-reform liberal party faction and attack
other circles - thousands of generally secular and integrated people of

Jewish origin lost their employment and some 13,000 Jews emigrated
between 1967 and 1972



® Poland in 1968

® Other victims: college students, academic teachers, liberal intelligentsia
members; Jewish or not, were removed from the government and other
places of employment...

® Finally purge in CP itself

® 1968 purges meant also the beginning of a large scale generational
replacement of CP executive membership

® March 1968 Gdansk - students and workers fought by the police

® Internal attempt to discredit W. Gomudtka's leadership, but W.
Gomutka's regime reasserted itself and was saved by a combination of
international and domestic

® August 1968 - Polish People's Army took part in the Warsaw Pact
invasion of Czechoslovakia — Some Polish intellectuals protested and
Ryszard Siwiec burned himself alive during the official national holiday
celebrations

® Granted Soviet right to forcefully intervene if an allied state strays too far
from the fraternal course



®* Hungary
®*J. Kadar followed retributions against the revolutionaries: 21,600

dissidents were imprisoned, 13,000 interned, and 400 executed

® In the early 1960s — J. Kadar announced a new policy under the motto
"He who is not against us is with us "

®J. Kadar declared a general amnesty, gradually curbed some of the
excesses of the secret police, and introduced a relatively liberal cultural

® 1966 Central Committee approved the "New Economic Mechanism", which
moved away from a strictly planned economy towards a system more
reminiscent of the decentralized Yugoslavian model

®* Over the next two decades of relative domestic quiet, J. Kadar's
government responded alternately to pressures for minor political and
economic reforms as well as to counter-pressures from reform opponents

® Dissidents still remained closely watched by the secret police
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Poland

® Edward Gierek (4th First Secretary CP)

®* "New Development Strategy" - based on import-led growth - program
faltered suddenly because of worldwide recession and increased oil prices

® 1975 Helsinky Accords

*E. Gierek government's growing difficulties led also to increased
dependence on USSR e.g. economic cooperation

® Constitution (amended in February 1976) - formalized the alliance with
USSR and the leading role of CP — proposed changes was softened
after protests by intellectuals and the Church, but the regime felt it needed
additional authority given the indebtedness to the West and the deepening
economic crisis — divisive issues raised helped to coalesce the emerging
circles of active political opposition



* Edward Gierek



*E. Gierek decade (1970-80) - ambitious attempts to modernize the country’s
economy and raise living standards

Exploiting Hast-West détente, he attracted large foreign loans and investments

Initial successes - turned sour as the world oil crisis and mismanagement of the
economy produced huge budget deficits — E. Gierek tried to cover through
increased borrowing

The policy of consumerism failed to strengthen the system, and new price
increases 1n 1976 led to workers’ riots in Ursus and Radom which once again
were brutally suppressed



Poland

® As a result of the 1970 worker rebellion food prices remained frozen and
were artificially low until 1976

® June 1976 - 1n an attempt to reduce consumption the government introduced
a long-announced and several times delayed, but radical price increase: basic
foodstuffs had their prices raised by an average of 60% — nationwide
wave of strikes, with violent demonstrations, looting and labor unrest at the
factory near Warsaw, Radom, Plock and other places

® The government quickly backed down and repealed the price rises, but the
strike leaders were arrested and put on trial

® A series of "spontaneous" large scale public gatherings was staged by CP
leadership in a number of cities, but the Soviet pressure prevented further
attempts at raising prices

®* E. Gierek's cordial in the past relations with L. Brezhnev were seriously
damaged

® Food ration cards - introduced because of the destabilized market in August
1976, were to remain a feature of life in Poland for the duration of the
People's Republic



A queue, a common sight in Poland's shortage economy in the
1970s and 1980s



Poland

® The regime's retreat, having occurred for the second time in several years, amounted
to an unprecedented defeat; within the rigid political system, the government was
neither able to reform (it would lose control and power), nor to satisfy society's
staple needs, because it had to sell abroad all it could to make foreign debt and
interests payments — this quandary, combined with the daily reality of the lack of
necessities, facilitated the consolidation of organized opposition

® 1976 group of intellectuals led by Jacek Kuron, Antoni Macierewicz, Jan Jozef
Lipski and Adam Michnik founded and operated the Workers' Defence
Committee

® More opposition groups indeed soon followed - Movement for Defense of Human
and Civic Rights, Free Trade Unions of the Coast and the Confederation of
Independent Poland

® The periodical "The Worker" was distributed in factories from September 1977



Poland

®The idea of independent trade unions was first raised by Gdansk and
Szczecin workers striking 1n 1970—71, but was later developed and promoted
by Workers' Defence Committe and its leftist collaborators - led to the
establishment in 1978 of Free Trade Unions, the precursor of Solidarity

® Confederation of Independent Poland represented right-wing of the
Polish opposition (opposition members tried to resist the regime by
denouncing it for violating the Polish constitution, Polish laws and Poland's
international obligations, they called for human rights movements in Soviet

Bloc)

® For the rest of the 1970s, resistance to the regime grew, assuming also the
forms of student groups, clandestine newspapers and publishers, importing
books and newspapers, and even a "Flying University" (regime practiced
various forms of repression against the budding reform movements)

® 16 October 1978 Cardinal Karol Wojtyta, the archbishop of Krakéw, was
clected pope at the Vatican - John Paul 11



* https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?’v=4K iBXbE3UI

- Ny -
.. oy - a
— W Ay A St ¥
- -

rog

P inyd -
\ N

5 »

&

R ="
LN

)



*Solidarity



Hungary

® 1966 Central Committee approved the "New Economic Mechanism " -

moved away from a strictly planned economy towards a system more
reminiscent of the decentralized Yugoslavian model

® Over the next two decades of relative domestic quiet

® J. Kadar's government responded alternately to pressures for minor
political and economic reforms as well as to counter-pressures from reform
opponents

® Dissidents still remained closely watched by the secret police however,
particularly during the anniversaries of the 1956 uprising in 1966, 1976, and
1986



GDR

® Walter Ulbricht's (first secretary of CP) foreign policy from 1967 to 1971 responded
to the beginning of the era of “dérente “ with the West

® 1968 East German Constitution proclaimed the victory of socialism and restated the
country's commitment to unification under communist leadership

® August 1970 USSR and FDR signed the Moscow Treaty

® May 1971 CP Central Committee chose Erich Honecker as the party's first secretary

® E. Honecker combined loyalty to the Soviet Union with flexibility toward détente

® 8th CP Congress June 1971 - E. Honecker presented the political program of the new
régime

® In his reformulation of GDR foreign policy: E. Honecker renounced the objective of

a  unified Germany and  adopted the  "defensive" = position  of
ideological Abgrenzung (demarcation or separation)

® Under this program, the country defined itself as a distinct "socialist state" and
emphasized its allegiance to USSR.

®* Abgrenzung - defended GDR sovereignty, in turn contributed to the success of
détente negotiations that led to the Four Power Agreement on Berlin (Betlin

Agreement) in 1971 and the Basic Treaty with FGR in December 1972



GDR

® Berlin Agreement and Basic Treaty normalized relations between East Germany and
West Germany (Berlin Agreement - effective June 1972: signed by US, GB, France,
and USSR - protected trade and travel relations between West Berlin and FGR and
aimed at improving communications between East Berlin and West Berlin)

® USSR - West Berlin would not be incorporated into FGR

® Basic Treaty (effective June 1973) - politically recognized two German states, two
countries pledged to respect one another's sovereignty; under the terms of the treaty,
diplomatic missions were to be exchanged and commercial, tourist, cultural, and
communications relations established

® September 1973 GDR and FGR joined UN

® GDR participated in the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe in Europe
in July 1975 signed the Helsinki Final Act, which was to guarantee the regime's
recognition of human rights.

® The Final Act's provision for freedom of movement elicited approximately 120,000
East German applications for permission to emigrate, but the applications were rejected
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®* History of Central
Europe

1980s



®* Soviet block 1980s

® Leonid Brezhnev (leading USSR 1964 — 1982): Brezhnev Stagnation

® Growing economical crises over all Soviet Bloc

® Growing prices: Hungary and Poland x keeping low prices USSR and

Romania — but no any goods
® No technological development, focus on heavy industry

®* x REFORMS of Mikhail Gorbachev

® Spread fear of war - in 1983 nuclear rockets were deployed and USSR
spread information of possible attacks

®*1982 1 Leonid Brezhnev, successor Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov
(General Secretary of CP of USSR, he held a position wuntil his death
February 1984), Konstantin Ustinovich Chernenko (led USSR until his
death March 1985)

® Since 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev — General Secretary of CP of USSR



® Mikhail Gorbachev

®* M. Gorbachev's positions within CP created opportunities to travel abroad:
1972 he headed a Soviet delegation to Belgium; 1975 he led a delegation to
West Germany; in 1983 he headed a delegation to Canada to meet with Prime

Minister Pierre Trudeau; in 1984 he met in GB. Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher

*Y. V. Andropov died in 1984, and indicated that he wanted M. Gorbachev to
succeed him as general secretary x Konstantin Chernenko took power; after
K. Chernenko's death the following year, it became clear to the party
hierarchy that younger leadership was needed

®* M. Gorbachev was elected General Secretary by the Politburo on 11 March
1985



Identity cards of the general
secretary Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union General Secretary: M. Gorbachev
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* M. Gorbachev



® Mikhail Gorbachev - reforms

® Perestroika

- M. Gorbachev initiated his new policy of "perestroika" (literally
"restructuring" in Russian) and its attendant radical reforms in 1986; they
were sketched, but not tfully spelled out

- 17th CP Congress in February — March 1986

- The 'reconstruction" was proposed: attempt to overcome the economic
stagnation by creating a dependable and effective mechanism for accelerating
economic and social progress

- M. Gorbachev was aware of the complicated economic situation of USSR and its lag behind the
advanced "capitalist world"; only in the area of technology related to the armaments and aerospace
industries similar level

- Economic and Political Reforms of M. Gorbachev certainly did not intend to dismantle the Eastern Bloc,
but on the contrary, to strengthen and "restore" the socialist system

- He did not regret having a strong inspiration for his policy: the reforms of the Czechoslovak Prague
Spring of 1968 (Democratic Socialism with the Human Faces)



® Mikhail Gorbachev - reforms

® Glasnost

- 1988 M. Gorbachev's introduced “glasnost*- Soviet people got freedoms —
never before, e.g. greater freedom of speech

- Press became far less controlled
- Thousands of political prisoners and many dissidents were released

- M. Gorbachev's goal in wundertaking “glasnost* was to pressure
conservatives within the CP who opposed his policies of economic
restructuring, and he also hoped that through different ranges of openness,
debate and participation

- Political release - abandoning so-called Brezhnev's doctrine - had evoked within the USSR and
its satellites (mainly Poland and Hungary), which had been hardly possible to keep without
using force solutions (army, security forces) — new chances for changes

- Eastern block in the form in which it had been constituted after World War II - on the basis of
Yalta and Potsdam agreements — slow collaps



® Mikhail Gorbachev — foreign policy

® April 1985 - suspension of the deployment of SS-20s in Europe as a

move towards resolving intermediate-range nuclear weapons

® September 1985 — proposition: Soviets and Americans both cut their
nuclear arsenals in half

® October 1985 - he went to France: his first trip abroad as Soviet leader

®* November 1985 - Geneva Summit - Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald
Reagan (no concrete agreement was made, M. Gorbachev and R. Reagan
struck a personal relationship and decided to hold further meetings)

® January 1986 often referred to as the January Proposal' - M.
Gorbachev  announced his proposal for the elimination of
intermediate-range nuclear weapons in Europe and his strategy for
eliminating all of the Soviet nuclear arsenal by the year 2000

®July 1986 M. Gotbachev began the process of withdrawing troops
from Afghanistan and Mongolia



® Mikhail Gorbachev — foreign policy

® October 1986 M. Gorbachev and R. Reagan met in Reykjavik to discuss
reducing intermediate-range nuclear weapons in FEurope - agreed in
principle to removing INF systems from Europe and to equal global
limits of 100 INF missile warheads; agreed in principle to eliminate all
nuclear weapons in 10 years (by 1996), instead of by the year 2000

®*R. Reagan's Strategic Defense Initiative meant that the summit is
often regarded as a failure - no concrete agreement - leading to a staged
elimination of nuclear weapons x in the long term this would culminate in

the signing of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF)
Treaty in 1987



Reagan

®* M. Gorbachev and R.



® Mikhail Gorbachev — foreign policy

® February 1988 - announced the full withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan

( withdrawal was completed the following year)

® 1988 M. Gorbachev announced: abandonment of the Brezhnev Doctrine and allow
the Eastern bloc nations to freely determine their own internal affairs (abandonment
of the Brezhnev Doctrine allowed the rise of popular upheavals in FEastern Europe
1989, in which Communism was overthrow)

® June 1989 elections in Poland and the communist government had been deposed

®6 July 1989 speech arguing for a "Common European Home"; Council of
Europe in Strasbourg — M. Gorbachev declared: " The social and political order in
some countries changed in the past, and it can change in the future too, but this

is entirely a matter for each people to decide. Any interference in the internal
affairs, or any attempt to Iimit the sovereignty of another state, friend,
ally, or anothet, would be inadmissible. "

® Lost of Soviet hegemony over Eastern Europe effectively ended the
Cold War — M. Gorbachev was awarded the Otto Hahn Peace Medal in
Gold in 1989 and the Nobel Peace Prize on 15 October 1990



Czechoslovakia

® Persecution of the opposition continued - against Charter 77

® State security carries out the action “Asanace - inconvenient
opponents of the opposition persuaded to emigrated, bullyed,
tortured, lost of citizenship; leaders remained



Plastic People of the

Petruska Sustrova Universe

https:/ /www.youtube.com/ Watch°v=D8e]-C5--NI https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=j)YLKwvGkRy0

® Czechoslovak dissent



® Czechoslovakia — Catholic Opposition

® Clergymen were required to be licensed; in attempting to manipulate the
number of clergy, the state even sponsored a pro-government organization
of Catholic priests- Association of Catholic Clergy Pacem in Terris

® 1984 Frantisek Cardinal Tomadsek the Czech primat invited the Pope to
come to Czechoslovakia; Pope accepted, but the trip was blocked by the
government

® The cardinal's invitation and the pope's acceptance were widely circulated in
samizdat. A petition requesting the government to permit the papal visit had
17,000 signatories

® The Catholic Church did have a massive commemoration of the 1,100th
anniversary in 1985



® (Czechoslovakia

® Demonstrations - August 1988, Spring and Summer 1989 (fear of the
failed reform of the USSR, fears of the debt of the CSSR - caused by the
modernization of the economy - and dissatisfaction with lack of
democratization)

® So-called samizdatas (a prohibited, often described on typewriters smuggled
from the Western countries), Charter 77 itself issued a samizdat magazine
from 1978 called Information on Charter 77

® May 1980 G. Husak re-elected — President

® April 1981 — 16th Congress of CP: indications of noncompliance with the
plan set for growth of the economy

® Czechoslovakia — fear of situation in Poland (martial law)

® 1985 M. Gorbachev and his reforms x Czechoslovak normalizers had
shown little willingness to reflect this new course of M. Gorbachev



® (Czechoslovakia — demonstrations 1988

®21st August 1988 - Wenceslas Square made the first major anti-regime
demonstrations since 1969

® 28th October 1988 - the 70th anniversary of the birth of Czechoslovakia —
supressed by security forces

® 10th December 1988 (Skroupovo Square in Prague) the first official permitted
demonstration - Human Rights Day

®* November 1988 Czechoslovak Helsinki Committee was established, other
organizations observing disrespecting of human rights

® The anti-Communist opposition mainly Charter 77 had been perceived on the
international scene: official breakfast with eight representatives of
Czechoslovak dissent (Vaclav Havel, Jifi Dienstbier, Vaclav Maly,...) was
organized by French President Francois Mitterand on the occasion of his
visit on 9th December 1988 at French Embassy in Prague



® 1989 in Czechoslovakia

® First manifestations of discontent of 1989 — January — 20th Anniversary of Jan Palach’s
death - lasted from 15th to 22nd January , known as Palach's week

® June 1989 - Manifesto Several Sentences (Demanding an accelerated democratization,
freedom of speech, the release of political prisoners)

® 21st August 1989 - demonstration in Prague, this time also with the participation of
foreign Activists from Hungary and Poland — suppressed by the police

® 28th September 1989 (Day St. Wenceslas) and a particularly massive demonstration on 28
October (Anniversary of the emergence Czechoslovakia)

® Since the end of September 1989, citizens of GDR begun to flow to Czechoslovakia - they
applied for asylum; other GDR citizens headed to Germany via Hungary, which in June
1989 opened the border with Austria (the first country of the Eastern Bloc, which
destroyed the so-called Iron Curtain - Border barriers)

® 9th November 1989 — Fall of Berlin Wall - supported the impression of
unsustainability of the system in Czechoslovakia

® 17th November 1989 - 60th anniversary of the closing Czech universities by Nazi and
commemorated: Jan Opletal in Prague started permitted student demonstration.
Narodni tfida conflict with the security forces (they wanted to prevent to continue the
march towards Wenceslas Square), many students were injured; brutality towards students
had caused a violent reaction - high school students have entered the strike;
protestsuncontrollably" spread all over the country



® Velvet Revolution/Gentle Revolution

® Was a non-violent transition of power in Czechoslovakia, occurring from 17th
November 17 to 29th December 1989

® Popular demonstrations against the one-party government of CP combined students
and older dissidents and others...

® Result was the end of 41 years of one-party rule in Czechoslovakia, and the subsequent
dismantling of the planned economy and conversion to a parliamentary republic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]JBSApaQRn8
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® Velvet Revolution was a non-violent revolution in Czechoslovakia:
17th November — 29th December 1989

®* Dominated by student and other popular demonstrations against the
single-party government of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia -
led to the collapse of the party's control of the country, conversion to
a parliamentary republic

®*November  17th 1989 -  police  suppressed  student
demonstration in Prague - sparked a series of popular demonstrations
from 19th November to late December

®* Number of protesters, two-hour general strike involving all citizens of
Czechoslovakia was held on 27th November

® Czechoslovakia



® Czechoslovakia announced on 28th November - that it would
relinquish power and dismantle the single-party state

® 10th December 10 - President Gustav Husak appointed the first
largely non-communist government in Czechoslovakia since 1948,
and resigned

® Alexander Dubcek was elected speaker of the Federal Parliament
on 28th December and Vaclav Havel the President of
Czechoslovakia on 29th December 1989



®* Poland

® By the mid-1960s increasing economic and political difficulties
® December 1970 - high price led to a wave of strikes

®* Government introduced a “New Economic Program based on
large-scale borrowing from the West - resulted in an immediate rise in
living standards x program failed because of the 1973 oil crisis

®Late 1970s the government of Edward Gierek was finally forced to
raise prices - led to another wave of public protests

® 1978 — Karol Wojtyla — pope John Paul II — supporting communistic
opposition



®* Poland

® 1980s - Strikes and protests followed, but were not nearly as widespread as those
of August 1980: last mass street demonstration that Solidarity was able to
muster occurred on 31st August 1982, the second anniversary of the Gdansk
agreements (accord reached as a result of the strikes that took place in Gdansk;
workers went on strike in August 1980 in support of the 21 demands of
Interfactory Strike Committee which eventually led to the creation
of Solidarity)

® 1981 — government of Wojciech Jaruzelski to declared martial law (from
December 13, 1981 to July 22, 1983) - authoritarian communist government
drastically restricted normal life by introducing martial law in an attempt to
crush political opposition

* "Military Council of National Salvation" banned Solidarity officially on 8
October 1982

® Leader of Solidarity Lech Watgsa
® Requirements: economical, Democratic ctvil rights

® Soviet Union - supported the military coup

® 1983 Solidarity cancelled
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® The proclamation of martial law



®* Poland

® September 1986 - government declared a general amnesty and prepared some
reforms

® L. Watesa was urged to reconvene the National Commission but he refused,
preferring to deal with the circle of Solidarity's Expert Commission advisers

® National Executive Commission led by L. Watesa was established in October
1987

® Other opposition groups such: Fighting Solidarity, Federation of Fighting
Youth, Freedom and Peace Movement and Orange Alternative organized
street protests in form of colorful happenings that assembled thousands of
participants

® Nationwide strikes broke out in the spring and summer of 1988 weaker than the
strikes of 1980 and were discontinued after the intervention by L. Watesa
(secured the regime's commitment to begin negotiations with the opposition).

® The strikes were the last act of active political involvement of the workers, not
connected to Solidarity veterans and opposed to socially harmful consequences
of the economic restructuring in progress



* Poland
® During CP plenary session of January 1989, W. Jaruzelski and his ruling

formation overcame the Central Committee's resistance by threatening to resign
and CP decided to allow re-legalization of Solidarity and to approach its leaders
for formal talks

® From 6 February to 4 April 1989 - 94 sessions of talks between 13 working
groups, which became known as the "Round Table Talks" resulted in political
and economic compromise reforms

® Talks resulted in the Round Table Agreement, by which political power was to
be vested in a newly created bicameral legislature and president who would be
the chief executive

®* By 4 April 1989 numerous reforms and freedoms were agreed and Solidarity,
now in existence as the Solidarity Citizens' Committee - was again to be
legalized as a trade union and allowed to participate in semi-free elections



®* Poland

® Semi-free elections - Polish legislative elections of 4 June 1989 - the results of
the voting were released, a political earthquake followed

® Solidarity candidates captured all the seats they were allowed to compete for in
the Sejm, while in the newly established Senate they captured 99 out of the 100
available seats

® The communists suffered a catastrophic blow to their legitimacy

® December 1989 changes to the Polish constitution were made, officially
eliminating the "socialist" order: Marxist references were removed and the name
of the country was changed back to the Polish Republic

® 1990 W. Jaruzelski resigned as Poland's president and was succeeded by L.
Watesa - won the 1990 presidential elections

®* CP dissolved itself 1n 1990 and transformed into the Social Democracy of the
Republic of Poland

® Warsaw Pact was formally dissolved on 1st July 1991 and the last Sowviet
troops left Poland in September 1993

® 27th October 1991 - first entirely free Polish parliamentary elections since the
1920s took place
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®* Hungary

®* Hungary achieved some lasting economic reforms and limited
political liberalization during the 1980s (major reforms only

occurred following the replacement of Janos Kadara General
Secretary of CP in 1988)

® 1988 Parliament adopted a “Democracy package* included trade
union pluralism, freedom of association, assembly, and the press,
new electoral law, radical revision of the constitution,...

®*Imre Nagy whom communists had executed decades ago was
rehabilitated



® August 1989 Pan-European Picnic - a peace demonstration held on
the Austrian-Hungarian border - led to the fall of the Iron Curtain

® In October 1989 Communist Party convened its last congress and re-established
itself as the Hungarian Socialist Party

® October 1989 parliament adopted legislation providing for multi-party
parliamentary elections and a direct presidential election

® The legislation transformed Hungary from a People's Republic into the
Republic of Hungary, guaranteed human and civil rights, separation of powers
among the judicial, legislative, and executive

® 1% free parliamentary election - May 1990: Democratic Forum (MDF) winning
43% and Free Democrats (SZDSZ) capturing 24%.

® Prime Minister Jozsef Antall

® March 1990 - June 1991 Soviet troops left Hungary, total number of Soviet
military and civilian personnel stationed in Hungary was around 100,000

°* Hungary



*GDR

® http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snsdDb7KDkg

® 1989 public anger over the faking of results of local government
elections - people applied for exit visas or left the country

® August 1989 Hungary removed its border restrictions and unsealed its
border - 13,000 people left East Germany by crossing the "green"
border via Czechoslovakia into Hungary and then on to Austria and
West Germany

® Many demonstrations against CP - Leipzig

® Kurt Masur, conductor of the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, led
local negotiations with the government and held town meetings in the
concert hall

® The demonstrations eventually led — E. Honecker to resign in
October, and he was replaced by a slightly more moderate communist
- Egon Krenz


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snsdDb7KDkg

®* November 1989 - a few sections of the Berlin Wall were opened,
resulting 1n thousands of FEast Germans crossing freely into West Berlin
and West Germany

® East Germany held its last elections in March 1990, winner was coalition
headed by the East German branch of West Germany's Christian
Democratic Union

®* GDR held its last elections in March 1990 - winner was a coalition
headed by the FEHast German branch of West Germany's Christian
Democratic Union which advocated speedy reunification

® After 2+4 Talks - were held involving the two German states and the
former Allied Powers which led to agreement on the conditions for
German unification.

®The five original FEast German states that had been abolished in 1952
were recreated



®2+4 Talks — Treaty on the Final Settlement With Respect to
Germany/the Two Plus Four Agreement was negotiated in 1990
between the Federal Republic of Germany and the German
Democratic ~ Republic  ("Two"), and the Four Powers
which occupied Germany at the end of World War II in
Europe: France, USSR, GB and US

® In the treaty the Four Powers renounced all rights they held in
Germany, allowing a  united Germany to  become

fully sovereign (1991)

® October 1990 five states officially joined the Federal Republic of
Germany and East and West Berlin united as a city-state

* GDR



® Fall of Berlin Wall
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