Music in the Czech lands Il

Four oldest czech songs



For sacred songs were permitted to be sung in the
church by the prague synod in 1408: Hospodine,
pomiluj ny; Buoh vsemohci, Svaty Vaclave a Jezu

Kriste, $¢edry knéze.
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Hospodine, pomiluj ny (Lord, have mercy)
The earliest major relic
of musical culture in Czech
lands, originated in
the second half of the 10th
century. As early as in
the 11th century became
carmen patrium
(national and state anthem).
Earliest notation dating 1397.
Example: bishop Vojtéch
presents the song invented
by himself to the duke
of Bohemia
(baroque engraving).
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Buoh vSemohiici (God almighty is risen from the
dead awaited)
Easter song, originated in the 12th century (Christ
ist erstanden), sung at the end of an Easter play,
The melody is derived from easter sequence
Victimae paschali laudes
In the 14th century it was sung paralelly in latin,
czech and german.
Later version (15th or 16th century)

(scores)
(with

instruments)
See renaissance motet with the melody in tenor

line (cantus firmus)
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ist erstanden

Christ




Svaty Vaclave
CEIMAVELIEHEY
,,the oldest preserved
piece of evidence
documenting the use of
the Czech language as a
poetic vehicle, dates from
the 1280s or rather
earlier... The song |
eulogizes St. Wenceslas as
the eternal sovereign 4
leader of the Bohemians.




Earliest notated version (1473)

Uvedeni notace podava kli¢ ke struktufe pisn&. Mezi pétislabi¢ny

- @vod, kondici bithombou a pétislabi¢ny refrén, koncici longou, jsou

vloZeny dv€ hudebni véty po 10 slabikéch, z nichZ prvou vétu uzavird
birhomba.

Obr. 2. Swaty waczlawe. (Gradudl Néir. mus. praZ. z r. 1473, XIIA 1, 1. 219%.)

V pfepise jest uddn na zacitku ambitus D-4 dorské téniny s dcminantcu 4.
Graduil Nér. musea praz. z r.1473, XI1A1, 1. 219 ¢ =J" ¢/=d: n=d

a) [1} Sva - tf Vic-la - ve

b) vé - vo -do &es - ké ¢) ze - mé& kné - Ze ni§

d) pros z2 ny bo- ha e)sva-té-ho du-cha

~—
f) Krys-te - le - y




Later and nowadays more vivid version (melody) of the
hymn, first documented by the hymnal book from 1864.
The church feast of St. Wenceslas the martyrer (28th of
september) is also a state feast.

O sv. Vacslavu.
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sla-ve!

2. Pomoci my tvé Zdddme,
smiluj se nad ndmi,
~ uté§ smutné,
zaZen vse zlé
svaty Vicslave!

Kiriste eleison.

3. Nebeské jest dvorstvo krdsné,
~ blaze tomu, kdoZ tam dojde
- v_#ivot véén)'r,
ohenl jasny
svatého Ducha.

Kriste eleison. -

4. Maria, matko Z4doucf! -
tys krdlovna velmohouci,
prosiZ za nds,

za kfesfany,
svého Syna,
Hospodina.
Kriste eleison.

Kri-ste e - lei - son.

5. Vsickni svat{ za nds proste,
zahynouti ndm nedejte,
svaty Vite,
svaty Norberte,
svaty Zigmunde,
svaty Prokope,

}70 tésg kj-

svaty Jene Nepomucky,
svatzz Ludmﬂop
svaty Vécslave !
Kriste eleison.

P

6. Bohu Otci chvéln vzdejme,

svatym kifZem se Zehnejme:

ve jménu Otce,

i Syna Jeho,

i Ducha Svatého.
Kriste eleison.




Verse nr. 6 lists the saint patrons of Czech
lands , among them also St. Vojtéech
(Adalbertus), prague bishop, to whom the
St. Wenceslas hymn was traditionally
attributed(see the engraving above).



Josef Suk: Meditation on the St. Wenceslas
hymn

A song — tributing St. Wenceslas, created in
the late 80s of 20th century during the reign
of communist party in Czech [ands by Petr
Skoumal

(somehow similar to the music of Peter
Gabriel)
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