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in 1783, ‘all the rivalries and prejudices which have heen the cause of
so many quarrels berween province and province, nation and nation
must cease. One thought should fill the mind.”® But lor some years
Joseph refrained from major initiatives outside hus Austro-Bohemian
lands. Then, in spring 1784, he launched several lines of policy more
orless together. The crown of St Stephen, symbol of Hungarian sover:
eignty — though Joseph had declined to be crowned, to avoid the con,
stitutional oath — was brought from Pressburg castle 10 Vienna,
reportedly to the sound of thunderclaps in the offended heavens.: A _
Hungarian ccnsus was ordered as groundwork for the introduction of
the Austriansystem of military conscription, but since censuses Wer
Jd with the assessmenl of taxableresources the
unprecedented inclusion of hitherto untaxed noblesin the count magle
it still more ominous. In addition, German veplaced Latin as Hu
gary’s administrative language, all officials being given three year
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and included the Hungarian Chance
scathingly replied {hat he would not be put off by side noises.
showed the same intransigence to the ‘Tyrol where the military con
scription syster was also being introduced for the first time.
Initially, the hard line appearcd Lo work. The disorder predi
by Joseph’s advisers did not occur or rather, it came from a differ
quarter, from Transylvanian Romanian peasanis under Horea
peasant himself who had met Joseph and claimed to be acting 1
njust lords. Their rising, easily crushed, led Jos
to extend his abolition of personal serfdom to Hungary (14
Flushed with success he now turned against the Hungarian.coun
forbidding their assemblies to mect without his permissiof

making their deputy sheriffs government nominees, subordina
Roval Commissioners. The year 1784-8348
s reign, when initiatives piled on each
in domestic and foreign affairs. Judging by letters 10 his brother
pold Joseph interpreted this period very much along the lines:o the
pro-Enlightenment Fournal Général de I’ Europein 1785:
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It is not surprising that the reforms are undergolng coniragl
and giving rise 1o murmurings. But an enlightened and fir;
ernment sets itselfabove such murmurings and con tinuestga
to the people’s weal despite themselves.” ;

Later eventls were to show such nonchalance was prematurc




