
TENSE USE EXAMPLE 

   

WILL + INFINITIVE for predictions about future I think Munich will win. 

 for spontaneous decisions or offers I’ll help you with the bags. 

   

GOING TO + INFINITIVE 
to express that you have already decided to 

do something 
We’re going to get a new car soon. 

 for predictions about future based on a 

present situation 
Look out! We’re going to crash! 

   

MODALS (MAY, MIGHT, COULD) 
to express that something is likely to 

happen in the future 
She might take the bus to get home. 

   

PRESENT SIMPLE 
after time expressions (e.g. as soon as, 

until, before) 
Will you stay here until the plane takes off? 

 for timetabled events The film starts at 8. 

   

PRESENT CONTINUOUS 
after time expressions (e.g. as soon as, 

until, before) 
I’ll think of you when I’m lying on the beach next 

week. 

 for events arranged for a certain time I’m seeing the doctor tomorrow. 

   

FUTURE CONTINUOUS 
for actions in progress at a time in the 

future 
This time tomorrow I’ll be sitting on the plane. 

   

FUTURE PERFECT 
to say that something will be finished 

before a certain time in the future 
The builders say they will have finished the roof 

by Tuesday. 

 


