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Exercise

The market is showing some
signs of growth

2. The market is extremely volatile
3. The pound slipped back against

the dollar

. The Swiss franc is staging a
recovery
The lira lost ground slightly

. There has been a dramatic
downturn in the market

There has been an upsurge of
interest in gold

The share price bottomed out at
115p

Sugar peaked at $400 a ton

. Profit will level off at around L1
. Sales hit an all-time low

There has not been much
improvement in the price of tin
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CHECK - a) Look at the graphs and match the phrases
used in statistical writing to the corresponding information in
the graph.

a. a sudden fall or drop f. a downward trend

b. to reach a peak g. a dramatic increase

¢. an upward trend h. a drop/ fall/ decrease/ decline
d. to remain constant i. to level off/ out

e. to rise steadily or to increase j. to reach a plateau
gradually
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‘ Verbs of decrease

« slacken
« slow down

« stay the same/at the same level

« remain unchanged
« fall back

« level out/off
* go down - flatten out
* decrease « stagnate
« drop back
+ decline * plunge
« slip * plummet
* slump

« tumble
« collapse

The figure fell from 80% to 60%

Production fell by 25% « bottom out

« hit/reach a low (point)
« hit/reach rock bottom
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‘ Nouns of decrease

« a slackening

< afallin
« adecrease in
« adecline in
«adropin

« adownturn in
« adownward trend

« to be at a standstill

« a fall off *aslumpin
- a reduction in + a collapse of
« atumble

There was a reduction in investment in March
Last year saw a steady decline in profits
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‘ Nouns of increase

an upsurge in
a surge of/in
a boomin

ajump in
a boost in

* a peak

an improvement in
an increase in

an upward trend in
a growth

an upturn in

arise in

* a maximum

« stabilisation of

« a pick-up in
* arebound in
* arecovery in

France enjoyed a 4% increase in domestic
demand last year

There was a 4% increase in domestic
demand last year

The oil market is enjoying an
unpredecented boom
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‘ Verbs of increase

« reach an all time high peak
* reach a maximum

* boom

* rocket

+ doubleftriple
* soar

* pick up
« perk up
* recover

« peak out

» take off « remain stable
* shoot up « stabilise * rebotrid
. surge
jump - go up
: .nse The percentage rose from 60% to 80%
ln.crease The figure stays/stands at 3%
* climb Profits rose by 25%
* grow The rate of increase peaked at 34%
* improve
« edge up

« creep up
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'Scale and Speed of Change

gradual ‘gradually

enormous enormously

entle | gentl
considerable | considerably g |g y

substantial substantially static
iani i sluggish
significant si
[o] . gnificantly slack
dramatic dramatically stagnant

steady steadily rapid rapidly
moderate | moderately sudden | suddenly
quick quickly
abrupt | abruptly
slight slightly sharp | sharply

marginal | marginally
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The number of stood af
stayed af

The quantity o, 5 stabilized at

vt g 0,{ something  nattened out ar

leveled off af

was (remained) stable (constant) af

The percentage of
shot up @
s::‘re:’ collapsed
reduced !’ocl:‘eted slumped
expanded went down crashed
escalated
grew decreased Hoiblad plunged
climbed dropped plummeted
1 trebled
rose declined
quadrupled
stepped up fell
picked up
recovered*

steadily from N1 to N2
gradually between Y1 and Y2

period




