A Yes/no questions and answers

® Questions with the answer yes or no are formed with an auxiliary verb + subject + main verb

The auxiliary can be do, be, have or a modal verb like can, will, would. Short answers repeat the

auxiliary.

Present simple A. Do you speak French? 8: Yes, | do./No, | don‘t.
Present continuous ~ A. Are you staying at the Metropole? B: Yes, | am./No, I'm not.
Past simple A Did you check all the invoices? B: Yes, | did./No, | didn‘t
Past continious ~ MWerz oo living in Rome at the time?  B: Yes, | was. /No, | wasn't
Past perfect A Had you already left when | phoned?  B: Yes, | had./No, | hadn't.
Present perfect A’ Have you seen my new PalmPiiot? B: Yes, [ have./No, | haven't
will A: Will you be back before lunch? B: Yes, | will./No, | won't
Can A: Can you speak French? B: Yes, [ can./MNo, [ can't

Have Yale's applications been rising over the past couple of years? Do accept people into
MBA program without any work experience? Can you give applicants any advice on the bes

of securing scholarships? (BusinessWeek website)

® The main verb be comes before the subject in a question.

Is it time for the meeting? Are you ready? Was it a useful trip?

B Question word questions

@ Question words are: what, when, where, which, who, whose, why and how.

The key to production tn the future will be partnership. One does not begin with the g
do [ want?" and then ‘How do [ persuade these people?” One beging with the ques
they want? and then 'How can this be made to fit into our common purpose?’ — Perer Drucker

(IndustryWeek website}

® After the question word we use the same structure as a ves/no question: auxiliary verb +

subject + main verb.

Present simple When do you usually leave work?

Present continugus Which projects are you working on at the moment?

Past simple Whose car did you borrow?

Past continuous Where were you living at the time?

Past pert~rt How much research had you deae Lofore the cioduct launch?
Present perfect Why have you decided to cut back on investment this year?
will When will you be back?

Can What languages can you speak?

C Question phrases

® We often use what and which with a noun:
What time are you arriving?
What areas do we need o cover in the meeting?
ame? What implications would there be if the price of ol

What sectors look pron
continues to rise? (Business Week website)

g

Which 1s more usual with people and organisations, and when there is a limited number of
possible answers:
Which customer service representative were you speaking to?
Which courier service did we use last time?
Which way is it?

® We can use which of or which one:
Which of the proposals did you accept?
Which one did you accept?

We cannot use what in this way.
@ We can make phrases with how: how many, how much, how old, how far, how often,

how long. how fast.
How often do you travel abroad on business?
How long will the meeting last?

D Question words as the subject

® Sornetimes the question word is the subject of the sentence:
Who did you meet in Argentina? (you is the subject)
Who met you at the airport? (who is the subject, you is the object)

® When a question word is the subject of a question do not use do/does/did.
What happened? Who works here? (What and Who are the subjects)
What did you do? Who do ! pay? (you and ! are the subjects)
® Note that auxiliaries other than do/does/did can be used, but there is no subject pronoun

because the question word is the subject.
What has happened? (NOT Whati-has—)
What will happen? (NOT Whattiwall—)

But do not use do/does/did in questions if who/what/which is the subject of the sentence.
Compare:

who object who subject
Emma telephoned | somebody . E telephoned Emma.
object subject

g did Emma telephone? [Who telephoned Emma3

In these examples, who/what/which is the subject:
e Who wants something to eat? (nof *“Who does want’)
e What happened ro you last night? (not “What did happen’)
® Which bus goes to the city centre? (not ‘Which bus does go’)

49.1 Make a new sentence from the question in brackets.
1 (Where has Tom gone?) Do you know ...where Tom has gone?..
2 (Where is the post office?) Could you tell me where ...
3 (What's the time?) [wonder .. IR e [

4 (What does this word mean?) [ want to know ... RTR— o

5 (What time did they leave?) Do you know ...
6 (ls Sue going out tonight?) Idon’t know .. oo
7 (Where does Carol live?) Have you any idea .........
8 (Where did I park the car?) [ can’t remember ...

9 (Is there a bank near here?) Can you tell me ... e

10 (Whar do you want?) Tell me —
11 (Why didn’t Kay come to the party?) [don't know ..
12 (Do you have to pay to park here?) Do you know ... AR T
13 (Who is that woman?) D'venoidea ... .
14 (Did Ann receive my letter?) Do you know ...
1S (How far is it to the airport?) Can you tell me ...

49.2  You are making a phone call. You want to speak to Sue but she isn’t there. Somebody else

answers the phone. You want to know three things:
(1) Where has she gone? (2) When will she be back? and (3) Did she go out alone?

Complete the conversation:

o

: Do you know where
B: Sorry, I've got no idea.

: Never mind. T don'tsuppose you KNow wsunissmimimims i
: No, 'm afraid not.

: One more thing. Do you happen to know ... st AT )2
: I'm afraid I didn’t see her go out.

: OK. Well, thank you anyway. Goodbye.

2EewE

48.3  Put the words in brackets in the correct order. All the sentences are questions.

When was this house built?

Exercise 1 A B D

1 (when / was / built / this house)

2 (how /cheese / is / made)

Underline the correct words

eak with Lara yesterday?

2 What did Lara say/said when you spoke to her?

3 A: Do you like Scotch whisky?

Spoke you/Did you

1

3 (when / invented / the computer / was) ...

B

t/ roday)

why / Sue / working / isn

4

3 (what time:/'coniing /[ vouffriends { are] wopsnsmmmmmapammnnas

6 {why / was / cancelled / the concert) .........

B: Yes, / like /Yes, | do.
4 How works this machine?/does this machine work?

5 Who set up Microsoft/did set up Microsoft?

6 When set up Microsaft/did Micros

7 (where / your mother / was / born)

8 (why /you / to the party / didn’t / come)

ftset up?

G

(how / the accident / did / happen)

9
10

7 Who did telephane me/telephoned me this merning?

(why / this machine / doesn’t / work}

8 Who you telephoned/did you teleghone this morning?



| Rearrange the words in each group from the list to make questions. Then match them to the answers below
to make a complete dialogue

e Y
like what's it

to is first this Lyon your visit

A:

B o

HedpeEd

you did do that what before

are for how you staying long
been how have long there you working

arrive did when you  you what do do

staying you where are  involve travelling job does much your

Are you here onm siness? 6 A:
Yes, I'm here on a sales trip. B: No, I've been here once before.
. 7 A
I work for a small biotech company. B: A couple of days ago.
. 8 A:
About four years, [ suppose. B:  Unil Friday, then [ go back to the UK.
9 A:
[ was in pharmaceuticals. B: At the Holiday Inn.
10 A:
Yes, quite a lot. I travel all over Europe, B: It very comfortable actually, and the

but espectially in France. restaurant is good.

| Exercise 6 B, C E

Complete the dialogue with question words and question phrases from the list below.

[ SAM:

JOE:

JOE:

7 SAM

Write negative questions from the words in brackets. In each situation you are surprised.

e
what (x2)

how often
which (x2)

how far  how long  how many  how much

whose

So, tell me about your new job. (1) . kind of  work is iv?
It’s in sales, like my last job, but it’s a bigger company.

Really? (2) .. s POOPLE WOTK: there?

[ suppose there’s about 60 people in our office.

Oh, yeah. And (3) <veeinen holiday can you take a year?
Twenty-four days a year plus public holidays.
Oh, that’s much better than your last job. And (4)

Well, it’s really not that far and [ don’t have to catch the train
1§ great,

Oh, lucky you. So, (5) eererieneen

morning now?

is it from your home?

to work every morning, which

v e 40€S 1 take you to get to work in the

About 20 minutes by car.
Wow. It sounds pertect. (6)

< time do you start work in the mornings?
About mine. But sometimes [ have to go on sales trips at the weekends as well.

Oh2 (Wi

[ don't know, it’s just something you have to do.
And (8)

e 1dea was that?

SR s do you have to do ir?

About once a month [ think. They're going to give me a company car.

Really! (9) .. madel are they going to give you?
A Golf. [ think — and I can choose the colour.
Oh. and (10) . colours are there?

Well, I can choose between black and dark blue.
Only two! So, (11) .

wesnenres ONE do you prefer?
Well. dark blue sounds better than black.

Hmm, veah. We!

congratulanions, I'm sure you'll do really well.

1 A: We won't see Ann this evening.

2 A
B:
3 A

+
-

I hope we don’t meet Brian tonight.
Why? (you/ not/ like / him?) ...
Don't go and see that film.
: Why not? (it / not / good)

: I'll have to borrow some money.
B: Why? (you/ not/have/any?} ....ciiinivsiiioniinnes e e R

When we ask for information, we often say Do you know...? / Could you tell me...? etc. If you

begin a question like this, the word order is different from a simple question.
Compare:

Where has Tom gone?

PaS

but Do you know where Tom has gone?

(simple question)

(not ‘Do you know where has Tom gone?’)

When the question (Where has Tom gone?) is part of a longer sentence (Do you know...? /

I don’t know... / Can you tell me...? etc.), it loses the normal question word order.

Compare:

@ What time is it? but
e Who is that woman?

e Where can I find Linda?

o How much will it cost?

Do you know what time it is?
I don’t know who that woman is.

Can you tell me where I can find Linda?
Have you any idea how much it will cost?

Be careful with do/does/did questions:

® What time does the film begin? but

e What do you mean?
e Why did Ann leave early?

[ wonder why Ann left early.

Do you know what time the film begins?
(not ‘Do you know what time does...’)
Please explain what you mean.

Use if or whether where there is no other question word (what, why etc.)
e Did anybody see you? but

The same changes in word order happen in reported questions:

The police officer said to us, ‘Where |are you going|?’

reported  The police officer asked us where g.
direct Clare said, “What time |do the banks close [?’

direct

reported Clare wanted to know what time |the banks closed|.

In reported questions, the verb usually changes to the past (were, closed). See Unit 46.

E Indirect questions

® We can be more polite or tentative by beginning a question with a phrase like Do you know,

Do you think/feel, Do you mind telling me, Could you tell me, Could I ask you, I'd like to know
I was wondering.

Do you feel this rise in interest is a result of increased recruiting? Can you give me Yale's profile for
the Class of '99 (ie minority, non-US, female)? Also, you mentioned that Yale has been working hard

to strengthen its interview program. Could you tell me a bit more about whar the school is doing
ont that front? (Business Week website)

The word order of an indirect question is like a normal statement.
direct: Could you call me a taxi?
direct: How old are you?

indirect: Do you think you could call me a taxi?
indirect: Could I ask you how old you are?

Where there is no question word or modal verb we use if or whether.

direct: Does Jane still work here? indirect: Do you know if Jane still works here?

F Prepositions in questions

® The preposition comes in the same place as in a statement, following the main verb, and this is

often at the end.

Who are you waiting for?

What are you looking at?

Where do you come from?

What were they talking about in the meeting?

Do you know if (or whether) anybody saw you?

1
3
.

Exercise 3

Underline the correct words

ment are?

r terms of

1 Could you tell me what are your terms of payment/

2 Do you know where the marketing seminar islis the marketing seminar?

3 10 ke w know how can wefwe can finance this project.

4 Could | ask you why you left/did you leave your last job?

5 Do you think could 1// could use your fax machine?
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UNIT

EXERCISES 51

511 Put a question tag on the end of these sentences.

Question tags (do you? isn’t it? etc.)

! Study these examples:

No, he’s never late.
Yes, a little.
Yes, why? Do you want to

1 Tom won’t be late,
2 You're tired,
3 You've got a camera,

You haven't seen Mary
today, have you?

No, ’'m afraid not.

= borrow it?
@ mq/,w// 4 You weren’t listening, ..o 22| | Yes, I was!
5 Sue doesn’t know Ann, No, they’ve never met.
Have ué_.q.u and wasn't it? are question tags (= mini-questions that we often put on the end of a o R wmnw.m M: rm_ﬂmw, Yes, ”m.m _M Huoﬂzvmm_. :
sentence in m_uormd m.um:mE. In question tags, we use an auxiliary verb (have/was/will etc.). A Ann’s applied for the job, ... X5, DUt s wan ﬁmmmn :_.
We use do/does/did for the present and past simple (see also Unit 50): w t os,ﬂ‘ﬂuﬂmmmwmmﬂmwﬂﬁw WM.M%MMHMMWMEMMNH ¥
ew i i i ; 3

e ‘Karen plays the piano, doesn’t she?” “Well, yes, but not very well.’

e “You didn’t lock the door, did you? ‘No, I forgot.’ 10 There are a lot of people Jm-ﬁ R 2| | Yes, more than I expected.
11 Let’s go out toNIght, e ? || Yes, let’s.
B Normally we use a negative question tag after a positive sentence: 12 This isn’t very HILELESHINGS. st 2| | Heyonevery. ;
13 I'm too IMPatient, ....mmmmssseesones 2| | Yes, you are sometimes.
positive sentence  + negative tag 14 You wouldn’t tell anyone, ..o il No, of course not.
Mary will be here soon, won’t she? 15 B/ P —— oF OK, I'm listening.
There was a lot of traffic, wasn’t there? 16 I shouldn’t have lost my temMPer, ... || NO, but never mind.
Jim should pass the exam, shouldn’t he? 17 Don’t dron that vase, s 2| | No, don’t worry.
— - 18 | He’d never met her before, ..o ?] | No, that was the first H.E,:L
...and a positive question tag after a negative sentence: . ,
: ituati 1 t ith a ti ] b situation you are askin 1
negative sentence + positive tag 51.2 Wm“ammwN:MWWMHQ:NMHMM:WH sentence with a question tag. In each sit 7y asking
Mary won’t be late,  will she? = i = .z ’ . L
1 You look out of the window. The sky is blue and the sun is shining. What do you say to your

They don’t like us, do they?
You haven’t got a car, have you?

friend? (beautiful day)
2 You're with a friend outside a restaurant. You’re looking at the prices, which are very high.
What do you say? (expensive) [t ... s R TR T
3 You’ve just come out of the cinema with a friend. You really enjoyed the film. What do you
say to your friend?  (great) The fili e
4 You and a friend are listening to a woman singing. You like her voice very much. What do
you say to your friend? (a lovely voice) GRS oo psesmasesioiss R SEeTtY [ i
S You are trying on a jacket. You look in the mirror and you don’t like what you see. What do |
you say to your friend?  (not/look / very 200d) It —
6 Your friend’s hair is much shorter than when you last met. What do you say to her/him? |
(have / YOur RAIT / CUE) YOI oo immessesss oo oo ,
7 You and a friend are walking over a wooden bridge. It is very old and some parts are broken.
What do you say? (not / very safe) This bridge ...

Notice the meaning of yes and no in answer to a negative sentence:
Yes. (= Yes, | am going our)

® You're not going out today, are you? *
Y ¥ No. (= No, I am not going out)

(Wl The meaning of a question tag depends on how you say it. If your voice goes down, you aren’t
really asking a question; you are only inviting the listener to agree with you:
e ‘I’s a nice day, yﬂm.ﬂ “Yes, lovely.’
e ‘Tim doesn’t look well today, g.u. ‘No, he looks very tired.’
e She’s very pretry. She’s got beautiful eyes, hasn’t she?
But if the voice goes up, it is a real question:
¢ ‘You haven’t seen Mary today, have yoi’ ‘No, I'm afraid not.’
(= Have you seen Mary today by any chance?)

51.3 In these situations you are asking for information and asking people to do things. Make
sentences like those in Section C.

We often use a negative sentence + positive tag to ask for things or information, or to ask
somebody to do something. The voice goes up at the end of the tag in sentences like these:
® ‘You haven't got a pen, Ew, “Yes, here you are.’
® ‘You couldn’t do me a favour, could yef1>’ ‘It depends what it is.’

1 You need a pen. Perhaps Jane has got one. Ask her. _.Jane, yo | pen, have you?,

2 Jack is just going out. You want him to get you some stamps. Ask him.

% ¢ : v ) . 5 ack, you ... e
¢ Mowdortknowmtess Karea s, %L\\om.u Sorry, 've no idea. 3 Mmo:__.w looking for Ann. Perhaps Kate knows where she is. Ask her.
[|l  After Let’s... the question tag is ...shall we?: KL, YOU .iovonsiesssiniincssinmetsimamsssissssssmtentsss sz s sn T .
e Let’s go for a walk, shall we? 4 You need a bicycle pump. Perhaps Helen has got one. Ask her.
After the imperative (Do... / Don’t do... etc.), the tag is usually ... will you?: FHELEEM, oo e

e Open the door, will you? o Dot be lase, will you? 5 You're looking for your keys. Perhaps Robin has seen them. Ask him.

Note that we say ...aren’t [? (= am [ not?):
o [’'m larte, aren’t I?




Translate the following sentences into English:

Nemiizu ti fict, pro¢ bude zitra v praci malo zaméstnanci.

O ¢em jste vCera s Janou tak dlouho hovofili?

Jakym napojim davas piednost, kdveé nebo caji?

Rad bych védél, jestli bude letos tuha zima.

Ten dopis jesté nedorazil, ze?

Kolik ptfedméti jsi uz absolvovala?

Kdo ti ukradl ty hodinky, nové auto a pen¢zenku?

Mgl jsem se v€era ucit na ten test, Ze ano?

S kolika lidmi jste v¢era vecer veceteli?

Marie si nemusela ptijéovat tu knihu v knihovné, protoze ji méla doma, ze?

Co ti v posledni dob¢ bylo ukradeno z auta?

Jakym druhem dopravy jste se sem dostali?

Mary a Luke jesté nepfisli na vecirek, ze?

Tvoje mladsi sestra nesmi chodit spat pfili§ pozd¢, Ze ne?

Proti které nadnarodni organizaci protestujes?



