Modal verbs overview

1. Basic modal verbs

I can drive.
1 could drive when I was 16.

I have to go to California.

I had to go to California.

I don’t have to go to school tomorrow.
I didn’t have to go to school last week.

I must be on time tomorrow.
I mustn 't be late tomorrow.

Lenny will pay me tomorrow.
Lenny said he would pay me tomorrow.

2. Past modals with have

Some past modals can be formed by using have + the past participle of the main verb immediately
after the modal. (should have, could have, would have, etc.) When using past modals with have,
special meanings need to be considered:

I should go to the funeral.
I should have gone to the funeral.
I shouldn’t have stayed at home.

Lex might take Karen to the airport.

Lex may/might have taken Karen to the
airport.

Lex could have taken Karen to the airport.
Lex can 't have taken Karen to the airport.

Chris didn't come to work yesterday.
He had to take care of his children.
His children must have been sick.

Everything will be OK. You needn’t worry.
Everything was OK. You needn’t have
worried.

or You didn’t need to

Worry.

(Adapted form Touchy Situations)

Umim fidit.

Umél jsem fidit, kdyz mi bylo 16.
Musim jet do Kalifornie.

Musel jsem jet do Kalifornie.

Nemusim jit zitra do Skoly.

Nemusel jsem jit do Skoly minuly tyden.
Zitra musim pfijit v¢as.

Nesmim zitra ptijit pozdé.

Lenny mi zitra zaplati.

Lenny tikal, ze mi zitra zaplati. (! nepfima fe¢, Casovy posun)

Meél bych jit na pohieb.
Mél jsem jit na pohieb.
Nemél jsem zustat doma.

Lex mozna odveze Karen na letisté.
Lex mozna vzal Karen na letisté.

Lex mohl vzit Karen na letisté. (ale nevzal)
Lex urcité nevzal Karen na letisté.

Chris nepftisel véera do prace.
Musel se postarat o své déti.
Jeho déti byly nejspis§ nemocné.

Vsechno bude OK. Nemusis si délat starosti.
Vse bylo OK. Nemusel jsi mit strach.
nebo Zbytecné sis délal starosti.



