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Fertilized to death
Vast quantities of nitrogen being poured onto farmers’ fields are wreaking

havoc with our forests. Nicola Nosengo investigates.

Dotted throughout forests around the world, yellowed leaves and thinning crowns

suggest that some trees are dying an early death. But the culprit may come as 

something of a surprise. It isn’t just pollution spewed from car fumes, or damage

from insects proliferating thanks to global warming. Our forests are facing a quieter

villain. They’re being plagued by the very stuff that has provided people with food

for the past hundred years — fertilizer.
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