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This seminar gives an overview of the history of economic anthropology, one of the oldest
subfields of cultural anthropology, and introduces the students into its various specific research
interests. The major goal of the course is to explore the culturally and historically diverse models
of economic practices and institutions.

The lectures will draw on the substantive economic tradition of Karl Polany: which sees
economy as embedded in the wider context of culture and society, and not as an autonomous
tield. The seminar discussions will focus on certain cultural economic forms and phenomena
(such as gift-giving, kula, household economy, money, conspicuous consumption, cargo cult,
potlatch, fashion, bazaars, etc.) that have not only significant theoretical currency in the history of
economic anthropology but also remain present in the globalized world economy. The course
will repeatedly emphasize that economic processes operate in an open, and not closed, cultural
system; thus each and every local economic form has to be understood in the context of
globalization.

The format of the course is a combination of brief lectures and a thorough discussion of
various assigned readings. The students are encouraged to read both classic and innovative
ethnographies as well as theoretical syntheses of the relevant literature, and be prepared to give
concise presentations on them. The course meets three times this spring: on the long Fridays of
March 17, May 12, and May 19.

1 March 17 = 09.00-10.20 Introduction: what is economic anthropology anyway?

2 March 17 10.30-11.50  Homo oeconomicus? On human nature and material progress

3 March 17  13.00-14.20 Reciprocity, redistribution and market exchange

4 March 17 14.30-16.00 Money and capital: cultural forms

5 May 12 09.00—-10.20 | In-class test

6 May 12 10.30-11.50 Household economy and agricultural production

7 May 12 13.00—14.20 'The morals, ethics and cultures of capitalism

8 May 12 14.30—-16.00  The spread of capitalism: the formation of world economy

9  May 19 09.00-10.20  Exploitation and resistance in the capitalist world economy
10 May 19 10.30-11.50 Ethnic economy: the economic value of cultural difference
11 May 19 13.00—14.20  Class cultures and new tribalism: consumer identities
12 May 19 14.30-16.00  Summary

May 29 12.00 Final papers dne

The course grades will be based on written work and class participation. Appearance and
participation in the discussions of the meetings will account for 30 percent, the short in-class test
of May 12 for 30 percent, and the final take-home essay for 40 percent of the grade. The deadline
tor submitting the final essay paper, in an electronic format, is at noon on May 29. Specific
readings for the successive topics of the course will be distributed separately; the general readings
trom which chapters are going to be selected are listed below.
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