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Tbe Integrdifén’ af Culmré

/ ‘vers1ty of cultures can be endlessly documented -
eld of human behaviour may be 1gnored in some sO-
es until it barely exists; ‘it may even be in some cases
gined. Or it may almost monopolize the whole or-
ed behaviour of the soc1ety, and the most alien situ-
ns be rnarupulated only in its terms. Traits having no
insic relation: one with the other, and historically inde-
dent, merge and become inextricable; prov1d1ng the
sion for behaviour that has no counterpart in regions
- do not make these identifications. It is a corollary of
that standards, no matter in what aspect of behaviour,
gein different cultures from the positive to the. negati
e. We might suppose that in the matter of taking lif
eoples would agree in condemnation. On the contrary,
matter of homicide, it may be held that one is blam
s if dlplomatlc relatrons have been severed between
elghbounng countnes or that one kills by custom
rst two children, or that a husband has right of life
eath over his wife, or that it is the duty of the child
1l his parents before they are old. Tt may be that tho
re killed who steal a fowl, or who cut ‘their upper teet -
rst, ot who ‘are born on a Wednesday. Among some
eoples a person suffers torments at having caused an aca—‘f:’
ental death; among others it is a matter of no conse-
uence. Su1c1de also may be a light matter, the recourse
f anyone who has suffered some slight rebuff, an act that
ccurs constantly in a tribe. It may be the highest agd';
oblest act a wise man can perform. The very tale of it,
n the other hand, may be a matter for incredulous mirth,
nd the act itself 1mposs1ble to conceive as a human possr- o
ility. Or it may be a crime pumshable by law or re-
ded as a sin against the gods , o

matmns is endless and adequate social order
built mdlscnmmately upon a great variety of
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PATTERNS* OF CULTU

he studjr of cultural behawour however can no longer
andled by equatmg pamcular local arrangements

ev1dent
The 1mportance of the study of the Whole conﬁguta
. over against the continued - analys1s of its parts-is
in ﬁeld after field of modern science. Wﬂhelm
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' CULTURE

it any one of them can be final. He does not formulate
as cultural the dlfferent attitudes he discusses, but because

he takes for discussion great philosophical conﬁgurations
d histotical periods like that of Frederick the Great, his
work has led naturally to more and more conscious s Tecog-

ni on,of the rdle of culture. :

is recognition has been given its most elaborate ex-
ression by Oswald Spengler. His Decline of the We
takes its title not from its theme of destiny ideas; as
calls the dominant patterning of a civilization, but from a
 thesis which has no bearing upon our present dxscussmn»

ely, that these cultural conﬁguratlons have, hke any,

and at the Magm
d soul. But ‘his "great'
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- PATTERNS OF CULTURE :

h e hJS own. way w1th our c1v1hzatlon There are the
strong men of action and the Babbitts as well ‘as the
austians,- and no ethnologlcally satisfactory picture of
odern civilization can ignore such constantly recurnng
'types It is quite as convincing to characterize our cul-
ural type as thoroughly extrovett, running ‘about in end-
less mundane activity, inventing, governing,- and as
Edward Carpenter says, ‘endlessly catching its trains,” as
s to characterize 1t as Faustlan “with a longlng for the

, Anthropologlcally speakmg, Spengler’s picture of world
1V1l1zat1ons suffers from the necessity under which he
rs of treating modern stratified society as if it ad
ssential homogeneity of a folk culture:
tzknowledge the historical data
_pean culture are too complex and the soc1ald1fferent'
ough going to yield to the necessary analysis. Ho
uggestive Spengler’s discussion of Faustian m
or a study of Buropean literature and PhLlOSOPh i
/ st hlS emphasis upon | the relativity of values
] analys1s cannot be final because other equally. valic
‘pictures can be drawn. In the retrospect it may be possibl.
characterize. adequately a great and. complex whole lik

kWestern civilization, but in spite of the importance and
truth of Spengler’s postulate of “incommensurable:
iny ideas, at the present time the attempt to 1nterptetf
the \Western wortld in terms of any one selected trait fe-

sults ~ confusmn

is one of the phllosophlcal ]ustlﬁcatlons for the study
of prnmtlve peoples that the facts of simpler- cultures may

ake clear social facts that are otherwise baffhng and not

open to demonstration. This is nowhere more true than in

‘the matter of the fundamental and distinctive cultural

C nﬁguratlons that pattern existence and C01‘1Cl1t10n the
houghts and emotions of the individuals who participate

n _hOse cultures The whole problem of the fotmatlon o

1dual s hablt pattetns under th
onal custom can best be understood at the P
ough the study of simpler peoples. This does not
hat the facts and processes we can. discover in t
re limited in. their application to primitive civiliza
. Cultural configutations are as' compelling and a
ificant in the highest and most complex societies -
‘we have knowledge. But the material is too in
d'too close to our eyes for us to cope w1th it suc-

The understandmg we need of our own cultural pro
s can most™economically be arrived at by a détou
0 »he h1stor1cal relatlons of huma‘n belngs and their.

d the process, which in the complex phy51cal or
0 of the human is confused m the snnpler mater

obtam from the study of thought and behav1our
‘ganized in the less ‘complicated groups.
have chosen three prnnltwe c1v1l1zatlons to p1cture




