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Ul1iled State:;, The admínistratitlo's C,)SC was

pn)rninímt foreign and naljona! sccurity poli.::)'
October .5 dtdnrin.l' thc ,al,~\u hl.' il

Thc Politk.1J LCSSOI1S Drawn fmm rhe AWACS Ddxm'

IRE "PASSIVE" NA TlIRE OF TH'E REAGAN PRESInENCY

Sdlil1g AvVACS fO S;111d~ 1\ra\11,)22+

THE SENA rE DEFERS TO THE PRESlDEN
OF FOJ{ElGN PO~ICY .~~ NATtu



milit<try force~ in /\fghanj.;tan.

<ln air defenSt systém wa~

the Persiun Gulf~--Saudj

I.C$$1>n, DI'o\\'1) lJ'Oi11 r!Je AíVACS DebatcSdling i\W1\CS ttl Sa\.ldi Arabí;l
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lhc A\'v'ACS lkl),\tc

comríhution to tlw vit;d <:cunomíc :Ind milÍl1lwl

St.ltes thrullgh hi, ,Ul'C":", in ohtainit),; Sl'I1~ltl'
adinn tu bl,xh thc: S,dl' \l,l.l\Ild

th\? vír:l1 \?cPl1i"1fl1ic' ,ind lFlliol1;ll 'c'c'llritv

duríng lhc 197(};; and lhl: crcdihíl ity (lt the
,Í1 sevcrely damaged. it not de~truye.d.

ntt.'l:1w3.; more imporwlll to him, both as polí

val 01' the, AWACS sak. and thí~ is prcclsdy
hls considerahle political sldlls ,md leadershíp

om a skeptical Senate. By adlieving victory
dc thc !>:.Llc,Reagan delllOl1strated not oni)'

ics, but heprovoo himsdt to be eVCl)' bit the leader

aé>dected to the pw,;ídency. By m;lking an enormolls

n's success ln restol'ing Amcl'ican economic and str::negÍC'

the international cOnll1lunity. the sale en;;tbled thc president to per-
task the voters sem him to Wushingtoll to do: cncl the malai<;e

'e America's self-contidence !Ind sense of purpose

eU ha\'c been a passive presid.ent. but
onomy aod llational ~ecurity. scholars

o was more, aClively committed 10
Ind strategie leudership in the ir1tt~ma

. tbe AW ACS debate suggests a more

y; whilc rcmaining (1 passiw president
uctiví"t of Chief ExecUli ves on í.ssucs

urity .

22í'.

\\ n;'id, C(m~,UrI1J1:Iii\ion

lhuse t\\'o goals.
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sourú'\ in rhl' MiJdlc Eust--
driwn nutil n:;tiom to St~ck a

h~thHK'c il, curnpeting intere~IS in

rmmtmt~nt to prc~cr\'c rhc securit)' <lnd slIr

coopenlte with Saudi /\rtlbia in guarantet:ing
nf W:lshington and RíyaJh. Thc

necc,,>s<ll)' ('Popemtlon in orllcr

to preserve the sel.:llrity of

contínut'd PUfsu.il of <ln

ndl.l,tlli<ll world. In addítíon,

elll:1l'l:nOl.l, polilícal clout RiY,ldh

wealth. to Sllpport and contriblltt'

comprehensivt peace settle
for AJUe'tlC',llI econOlDlC.

thc United

sal:ríjict~S irs t.íes

both

vítalinteft~sts Washingtorl mmntains
bctwecn them.

with c10se lsraelí-

Eas!.
the

tbe security and
and

índustrial worlel S access 10 thc

comrlrehe:nsive peace settlement in
and his reassuranccs

dCl110nstratcd his recognitiol1
to balon.::.:: thern. That is the gfeal

tn tbc Mídd!e East; and the pres
co,mpleting inlerests in lhe region was thc

hl, Cam):l,ugn pkdge to restoft'
internutional COlllHlurÚty

and the enormous c'cot1omíc

gaincd lrom thc A \VAeS sak. is onc

academic admirers lhal he ranks Jmong
bl' eaÚly dismis.scd or ignorcJ.

Tht' Pollcical Lt;:~~()m])1'<1\\'11 ti'( 'lll lb!:' .'\ W:\C:, Dd'"HtSdlíag i\ W~\CS to Saudí i\rabi"l"

út rhc Unittd
"nd

dUl: in no

Ul

i" cI' ~ forty-two presídents.




