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“The 49% Nation” - Michael Barone

49% Nation
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Is America Deeply Divided?

* “You've got 80% to 90% of the country
that look at each other like they are on
separate planets” Matthew Dowd, 2004
Bush reelection strategist; &
Schwarzenegger strategist

* “The red states get redder, the blue states
get bluer, and the political map of the US
takes on the coloration of the Civil War”
E.J. Dionne Jr., Washington Post

Party Activists More Polarized

Delegate Difference ID diffrence
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solve national problems 72 13
Cut taxes to improve economy 67 35
Abortion available 62 32
Anti-terroism law s restrict civil

liberties 62 28
Importantto work w/UN 72 35

Difference between party activists and normal GOP and DEM
NYT/CBS Poll 2004




Prevalence of Activists

in millions

Move-OnEmailList 1.2
Watch O'Reilly Factor @3.3
Saw Fahrenheit9/11 EER17.5
Listento Rush Limbaugh E=315.5
Didn'tvote in 2004 180
Voted in2004 1122
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Confusing Positions with Choices

Micropolitan
population voted
heavily for Bush

The nation's 573 micropolitan
areas voled decisively for President
Bush on Nov. 2 — just 16% of them
gave Sen, John Kerry a majority. In
the battle-ground state of Ohio the

GOP advantage was even more
decisive.
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Red vs. Blue America 2004

No Swing Voters

o 7 of Top 8 Kerry State have GOP
governors

9 states that Bush carries by 10%-+ have
Democratic governors

» Are swing voters truly “independents” or

are these subsets “weak partisans”
leaning one way or the other?
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Latestuote, county by county

Wice President Gore won in 676 counties and Tenas Gow, Gearge W, Bush
in 2,436 counties, according to preliminary results,

Square miles of Growth [(1990-39] of
counties won counties won

Gore M575,194 Gore I 127 rmillion Gore I 549

Bush BRSNS 2,432,456 Bush S 143 million  Bush " 14 %

Mote: County election data was not reported for Alaska, Countiesin blue, indicating a
vote for Gore, include Indian reservations in Montana, Mew Mexico and South Dakota,

Sourcet The Associated Press, ESRI Inc, USA TODAY analysis by Paul Guerberg,




U.S. Counties With Over 55% Votes For
Bush And Kerry In 2004 Election

Percentage of Votes
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Evidence of Deep Divide?

* Red and Blue States should have big
differences on
— policy preferences
— Ideological positions
— Views on abortion
— Views on homosexuality




Red vs. Blue America 2004

Barone/Rove Hypothesis

* Two Americas

— “observant, tradition minded, moralistic...
repelled by Bill Clinton”

—“unobservant, liberation-minded, relativist”
pleased with Bill Clinton”




Evidence of Deep Divide?

* Red and Blue States should have big
differences on
— policy preferences
— Ideological positions
— Views on abortion
— Views on homosexuality
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Red Versus Blue States: Political Inclinations

m Red State
W Elue State

L]
i

T T T T 1
oo o o O
= oo

{o4,) sBejuasiagd

T T T T
o D a  a  a]
W oM~ W D

|eacudde gol
2IWoUoIE
uou

|eaoudde gol
Aaijod ufilaiog
uouig

|e anidde
gol uauy

al-jes
@ AljE AlasUn]

al
-Jles [esaar]

al-as
LedNgnday

al-Hes
JljElI0WaQ]

B Red State

B Elue State

Red Versus Blue States: Issue Preferences
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FIGURE 2.2
Both Red and Blue State Residents Are Basically Centrists

Ideological Self-Placement of All Respondents Living in Red and Blue States
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Red and Blue State Residents Agree That the Parties Are Not Centrist

FIGURE 2.3
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Abortion Polarization

Don'tknow
8% Abortion is
anactof
Dontfeel@ murder
thatway 46%
46 %

2003 HarrissCNN/Time Poll

Abortion Cleavages / Cross-Cutting
Pressures

Gender Gap

North-South Divisions

Deep divides?

Religious & social connotations / divisions
Regional variations

Age and gender variations




Further Abortion Polarization

Don'tknow
8% Abortion is
anactof
Don'tfeel murder
thatway 46%
46 %

2003 HarrissCNN/Time Poll

Pew Foundation, The 2004 Political Landscape

Divides on Aborton

Stricfer laws againsf aboréion
12587 1233 2003

Fav Opp  Fav Opp  Favr Om
W W oo W

Total 41 51 32 ad 3 Y
Ivlen 53 8 od is 47
Wornen 44 50 34 5B 36 5B

White Evangelwcal 641 312 5242 A2 3R
White Iiainline 33 &l 23 A I
White Catholic df 48 29 b 37T 5A
Black Protestant a5 54 29 A3 31 A3

Secnlar 15 T2 1a &1 18 78
Fepuablican 48 48 45 4% >0 44
Demiocrat 40 52 28 fd 25 700
Independent 38 A5 24 49 3241
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FIGURE 4.1
A Clear Majority of Americans Now Support Roe v. Wade
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FIGURE 4.10
When Should Abortion Be Legal? Men and Women Are Not Very Different
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Please tell me whether or not you
think it should be possible for a
pregnant woman to obtain a legal
abortion if:

. the woman'’s health is serious endangered
. she became pregnant as a result of rape

. there is
. the family has low income and cannot afford any

a strong change of serious defect in the baby

more children

man

. she is not married and does not want to marry the

. she is married and does not want any more children

16



Big differences between Red

and Blue States on Abortion?

FIGURE 4.3
Regions Differ Less on Abortion than Commonly Thought

Average Number of Circumstances Legal
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FIGURE 4.6
Partisans in the General Public Do Not Differ Much on Abortion
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Big differences between Rs
and Ds on Abortion?

FIGURE 4.6
Partisans in the General Public Do Not Differ Much on Abortion
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Same Sex Marriage and Voting

Behavior
Policy Toward Same Sex Couples Bush% Kerry%
* Legally Marry (25%) 22 77
» Civil Unions (35%) 52 47
* No Legal Recognition (37%) 70 29

Source: 2004 National Exit Poll
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FIGURE 5.4

Support for Equal Rights of Homosexuals in Employment Has Steadily Increased
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FIGURE 5.6
Young Americans Are More Accepting of Legal Homosexual Relations
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FIGURE 5.7

Democratic and Republican Views on Legal Homosexuality Differ but Not Hugely

Percentage in Agreement
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Have electoral cleavages shifted?

School boards ought to hav e the
right to fire teachers who are
known homo sexuals
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White Evangelical Protestants
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Difference in Democratic Presidential Vote Between Lower and Upper Income Thirds

' FIGURE 6.4
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FIGURE 7.1
The One-Dimensional Spatial Model
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FIGURE 7.2
Candidate Competition in One Dimension
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FIGURE 7.3
Candidate Competition in Two Dimensions
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FIGURE 7.5
Democrats and Republicans Separate on the Moral Dimension

Moral

LBJ .Go\dwawr

Economic

= -
Clinton

FIGURE 7.6
Simulation: Unchanging Voters, Moving Candidates
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Are Differences Here a “Ditch and
Not a Chasm”

» # of Circumstances in which abortion
should be legal

—CA 43

— Deep South 3.4

Feeling thermometer on Gays (0-100)
— Blue state- 51

— Red state 43

But, Real Secular- Church differences are
consistent

Fiorina’s Explanation

Parties change — The Rise of Purists
Expansion of government
Opening of political processes

Politics is dominated by purists who care
about policy/ideology, not just winning.
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A Causal Critigue

* Timing
— When do Fiorina’s changes take place
— When does religious differential start?

FIGURE 6.2

Difference in Demacratic Presidential Vote Between
Regular Churchgoers and Non-Attenders

1992

1996

2000

1972

Year

1960

1952

1964

1968

1956

1976
1984
1980
1988
|
0 5 10




Recall This Division

Party Identification among
White Evangelical Prote stants
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An Anti-Pluralist Critique

* Who participates?
» What do interest groups have to do to
form?

» Hyperpluralism?
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Normative Critique

* |s there anything wrong with a “choice not
an echo”?

* |s our democracy better or worse

Alternative Explanations
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2004 Presidential Election

Purple America

100% Republican

=Lt

100% Democratic

ch Pobert . Varederbel
Princoton Uiniveradty
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100% republican

100% democrat

et started

2004 Presidential Election

Purple America

100% Republican

100% Democratic

ch Pobert . Varederbel
Princoton Uiniveradty

29



30



