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Extended Answer Questions (Answer three of the following five questionsin up to
three paragraphs, 45 points)

1. What are the key determinants of political par@étipn in the United States?
Can you identify AND explain in a short sentencedach determinant how
they contribute to political participation? Caruyeame at least (5) of these
variables and up to (8) total?

2. Describe the relationship among social capitaicawmgagement and political
participation. Can you describe each term andigeoan example?

3. How have Candidate-Centered Campaign Organizafic@£0s) changed
American politics?

4. Explain how the key demographic variables inclucagg, education,
occupation, income, race, ethnicity, gender in@@atd interact to influence
political participation.

5. Discuss the process of socialization. Who are #yegtayers in the
development of political attitudes among pre-ad@tsl what specific roles
do they play in conjunction with, and independeifithm, each other?

6. Describe the process of opinion formation with ¢batext of the "two-step
flow of information.” What role do political elitggay in the formation of
public opinion, and how is their influence affectgdindividual level
differences?

7. Discuss the importance of ideology to the Ameripahlic. How, and to what
extent, do Americans identify themselves ideoloy@aHow does the way in
which we measure ideological "sophistication" eff@er understanding of the
importance of ideology?

8. Discuss the role of party identification in the gimg of political attitudes and
behavior. How, and to what extent, has this roknged over the past four
decades, and how has the partisanship of the Aarealectorate in general
changed?



Short Answer Questions (Pick any five of the following ten questionsto answer in a
few sentences and up to one paragraph, 25 points)

1. Explain briefly why elections are important for derracy?
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How do we measure both “political ideology” and fgganship” in Political
Science? What are the limitations of this appr@ach

What are the components of the Zaller “Memory Badedel?”

What is the “Michigan Model of Vote Choice” and wizae its components?
What demographic variables have the largest effie¢tirnout? Why?

What is “public opinion?” And, what do we meanthg term “political
socialization” when measuring “public opinion?”

What is the “Retrospective Voting Model’ offered Biprina?

Closed-ended Specific K nowledge Questions (Answer the questionslisted below, 30

points)

1.

lllustrate in OLS notation the linear model:

y=%o0 +p1 + B2 +P3 + i

Where:f1 is: B2 IS: B3 IS:

. What is Downs’ Median Voter Theory? How does thagk? Can you

illustrate (draw!) how this model works and explasmcomponents?

Describe briefly how attitudes and trust in goveeminhave changed since
19647

TRUE or FALSE? Since 1968, the importance of Pl @sedictor of VC
has declined? Explain your answer

lllustrate in OLS notation the “Michigan Model” wdh includes the “Funnel
of Causality:”

y=%o0 +p1 + B2 +P3 + i
Where:
B1 is: B2 IS: B3 IS:




