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• Neoliberalism and other mainstream 
strategies – great impact on development 
until 80s

• Their shortcomings – generated 
alternative strategies 

• Analysis of the key elements of the 
alternatives strategies – chance to 
overcome mainstream failings



• Examining the refocusing of 
alternative approaches away from 
simple economic growt toward 
broader consideration of equitable 
development and meeting human 
needs.









Conceptualization of 
autonomy



interventionism



intervencionismus
• Self-appointed mission

• Modernizace, inovace, management, 
přenosu technologií a rozvojové pomoci 

• Založení na etnocentrické představě – co 
je s nimi špatné a v čem my máme pravdu

• Hlubší morální otázka, na čem je tento 
intervencionistický přístup založen. 



















• Central focus of the post war strategies –
economic growth the the top-down 
definition of development

• Trickle down effect
• Growht is treated as a function of 

investmnet – simple formula that links 
appropriate levels of investment wiht 
incremental capital/output ration adn 
desired growth rates. 



• Diffusion of technology – allow the 
benefits of modernization to trickle down 
to the neediest sector of society. 

• Development is veiwed as top-down 
approach in which important decision 
making is controlled by major international 
institutions in cooperation with local elites



Role of experts
• Typically international experts – have 

conceived and designed development 
form the outside. 

• The people to whom these projects 
are supposedly directed exist mainly 
in the abstract as socioeconomic 
indicators. 



´popular participation´
• Is normally restricted to some 

hastily organized meeting on which 
outside experts ´brief´ local people 
about the objectives and 
achievements of the project. 



Change in the agenda
• By the 60s – obvious that economic 

growth – not necessarily correlated 
with improvement in other indicators

• Brazil, Iran, Maxico, Venzuela –
growth but maldevelopment 







Degrees of 
discrimination? 



















• The debates were on the sectoral allocation of investment, 
such as between agriculture and manufacturing industry, 
choice of technology, and import substitution versus export 
promotion. The question of how the benefits of growth in 
national income were shared by different socioeconomic 
groups in the society was infrequently raised. One reason 
for this neglect was, of course, the belief that even the 
poorest will benefit from growth, more so since institutional 
changes that were promoted at the same time, such as some 
land reform and an increasing role of the public sector, 
were supposed to facilitate this. 



• The declaration of principles and program 
of action adopted by the Tripartite World 
Conference on Employment organized by 
the ILO proposed that strategies and 
national development plans and policies 
should include explicitly, as a priority 
objective, the promotion of employment 
and the satisfaction of basic needs of 
each country's population.



• It further specified that basic needs 
should be understood to include certain 
minimum requirements of a family for 
private consumption, such as adequate 
food, shelter, and clothing as well as 
certain household equipment and furniture, 
as well as certain essential services, such 
as safe drinking water, sanitation, public 
transport, and health, educational and 
cultural facilities ( 16 ).

http://www.questia.com/read/59667387




•
Publication Information: Third 
World Development: A Basic Needs 
Approach. Contributors: Pradip K. 
Ghosh - editor. Publisher: Greenwood 
Press. Place of Publication: Westport, 
CT. Publication Year: 1984. Page 
Number: 4. 



The basic-needs 
approach

• The basic-needs approach is seen as a 
more direct attack on poverty than those 
approaches that rely largely on raising 
incomes and productivities of the poor. 
Particular emphasis is given to 
improvements in health, nutrition and basic 
education, especially through improved and 
redirected public services, such as rural 
water supplies, sanitation facilities, 
primary schools, etc



• Some proponents of basic needs argue that the 
direct provision of essential goods and services 
will be a more efficient and more rapid way of 
eliminating poverty. While supporting efforts to 
raise productivity and income, it emphasizes that 
these alone may not be sufficient or efficient 
since: (1) consumers are not sufficiently 
knowledgeable about health and nutrition, and will 
therefore not spend incremental incomes wisely 
or efficiently;



• (2) there is known to be a serious maldistribution 
of incomes within households which can be 
overcome only through a more direct provision of 
goods and services; (3) some basic needs can only 
be met efficiently through public services, such 
as water supplies and sanitation; and (4) it is 
difficult to find policies, investment, etc. that will 
increase the productivity of all of the poor in a 
uniform way; very often the benefits of these 
innovations reach only a few. 



• To the degree that basic needs 
improve the health and education 
level of the labour force, one can 
visualize an improvement in basic 
productivity. Better health facilities 
are likely to lower infant mortality 
rates, and ultimately affect fertility 
and the net reproduction rate. 2 

http://www.questia.com/read/59667367


• While it is conceded that basic human 
needs are partly conventional, and hence 
will vary among countries (or cultures), it 
is nevertheless argued that there are 
certain minimum levels of personal 
consumption and access to public services 
that can be regarded as everywhere 
essential to a decent standard of living, 
and in these cases it is possible to define 
targets in physical units on a global basis. 



• For example, minimum targets for food 
and housing requirements can be defined 
quantitatively with reference to daily 
intake of calories and square metres of 
dwelling space per person. Qualitatively 
they can be defined in terms of the 
proportion of protein in food intake and 
household facilities such as toilets, piped 
water, electricity and basic furniture



• Thus, the basic-needs approach enables targets to be 
stated as physical rations of specific goods and services, 
having universal validity, instead of the abstract monetary 
aggregates making up gross national product (GNP) 
estimates. It emphasizes the necessaries of life in place of 
the values of the market place. 3 

• This volume examines the experience of a substantial 
number of the third world countries in implementing 
development plans during approximately the 1970's and 
draws some general conclusions for policy action during the 
years ahead. 

http://www.questia.com/read/59667367
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• By the early 1970s, concern about environmental pollution 
led to a questioning of both the feasibility and the 
desirability of further growth of GNP in many developed 
countries, including the United States. This period also 
marked the realization that the problems of the poor in 
developed countries were far harder to solve through public 
welfare policy than had been believed earlier. These 
domestic concerns led to some change in the understanding 
of development issues as well. Many aid donors explicitly 
shifted the emphasis in aid policies to the problems of the 
poor. 



• The concern about the distributional aspects of 
growth was reflected in appeals by the 
International Labour Office (ILO) and others to 
make the creation of productive employment 
opportunities, rather than aggregate income 
growth, a primary objective of policy. "A 
fundamental redirection of development strategy" 
was called for consisting of a rural strategy that 
"focuses on increasing the productivity of the 
small farmer and the self-employed through 
better access to land, water, credit, markets and 
other facilities" 



• and an urban strategy of "[restructuring] the 
modern sector to make it more responsive to the 
opportunity cost of labor and capital . . . [and] 
policies designed to reach the self-employed and 
to make small-scale producers more efficient" ( 8, 
pp. xvii-xviii). Subsequent emphasis in the World 
Bank on integrated rural development strategies 
and the choice of urban projects for Bank 

• -8-
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• Kuznets, from his historical study of the development of 
some of the presently developed countries, hypothesized 
that income inequality first increases and then decreases as 
development proceeds. In testing this hypothesis, Ahluwalia 
related the share in income of various income classes to the 
logarithm of per capita GNP in constant 1970 U.S. dollars of 
60 (developed and developing) countries, in the form of a 
quadratic regression. 4 The relationship was estimated 
separately for the entire sample and a sub-sample of 40 
developing countries. His results showed that as per capita 
GNP rises, the share of income accruing to the poor -- say 
the bottom 40 percent of the population -- first falls, 
reaches a minimum, and then rises. 

http://www.questia.com/read/59667385

