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3 CONCEPTUALISING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
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These linguistic and cultural variations in terms and their meanings
are not, of course, confined to EO issues but characterise other
transnational debates, such as training. ‘Alternance’ has become a
universal “European” word to describe a mixture of on- and oft-the-
job training in the absence of a convenient alternative in many
languages. When | attended the meetings of the Social Partners
preparing their Joint Opinion on Women and Training in 1992/3 (see
Appendix 11I), some of the differences in understanding of EO and
other terms emerged in debate: where terms did not exist in all the
(then) Community languages. reference to them was avoided in the
text. This raises for English speakers, of course, the intriguing ques-
tion of what terms and concepts are available in other languages but
not necessarily in English. In the absence of a term for key concepts in
some languages, translators and interpreters may reach for the nearest
logical equivalent, which may be wide of the mark. In my own rather
unfortunate experience of German simultancous interpretation in a
presentation in Berlin, my use of the term ‘manpower (as mm
‘Manpower Services Commission’) was rendered ‘male virility’.

The EOC covers England, Scotland and Wales. There is also an EOC
Northern Ireland which was set up under separate legislation.

It should be remembered that boys in some parts ot the country, such
as Manchester, benefited from a quota system designed to ensure that
equal numbers of boys and girls had a grammar school education to
counterbalance the fact that more girls than boys scored highly in the
eleven-plus examination. This seems to have been forgotten in the
current furore about ‘under-achieving” boys.

In the UK. there are restrictions on married women gaining access to
certain training provision for the unemployed (see EOC 1993).
Tinkering, tailoring and transtorming appear to defy translation: they
tend to be rendered as ‘le tinkering, le tailoring, et le transforming’ in
EC publications that have been translated.

The extent to which gender monitoring is used by Training and
Enterprise Councils and training providers in England and Wales 1s
discussed in Chapter 5.



