Understanding world knowledge

1.1 Ontology and epistemology

1.2 Reflexivity

"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” This idea often
justifies the historical bases of international studies. The Spanish-American phi-
losopher George Santayana wrote the phrase in his Life of Reason in 1905. But his
preceding sentence is now forgotten: ‘when experience is not retained, as among
savages, infancy is perpetual’.! Colonial ideologies still influence the Euro-American
worldviews that dominate present-day international ‘knowledge’.* We should also
‘temember the past’ through the histories of the world written by Arab, Chinese,
Greek, Persian, Hindu, Slavic, Roman and other non-Furopean scholars.

Knowledge comes from the intellectualization of facts or opinion, usually by com-
parison (C14.1). The first part of this chapter outlines how we question the existence
of things that we take for granted — ontology — and then how we come to know about
these things — epistermology. This is particularly important within internationaf stud-
ies, because the scale of knowledge is very large, and this creates endless possibilities
for grand claims based on nothing more than ‘authority’. For the researcher, this
questioning starts from a reflexive approach to all aspects of a study — an ongoing
personal assessment of “where we are coming from”, and how our own, and other,
worldviews, may affect the objectivity of a study. Because the world is a big place,
most world knowledge arrives through intermediaries, and that is a problem as
al-Birini noted a thousand years ago (Figure 1.1).%
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The tradition regarding an event...will invariably depend for its character as true or false upon
the characler of the reporters, who are influenced by the divergency of interasts and all kinds of
animasities and antipathies between the various nations.

Abu Rayhan al-Birini, india {circa 1030)

Figure 1.1 Reporters

1.1 Ontology and epistemology

Are we just avatars in a virtual reality game played by higher beings - just objects m

a massive computer simulation? And if not, how can we prove it?4 Ontology’ — the

study of how we know that something exists — can help to explore questions like
this. How did something (an entity) come into existence, how do we prove it is, ir
what way does it be, how do we know it is real, and how can we categorize it?

Ontological questions can be posed in simple forms — What makes this event
international? Could ‘international’ situations occur without the political construc:
tion of nations? Is this phenomenon truly universal? How do we demonstrate.
global impacts? Questions can also be framed as a nl/ ontological Irypothesis, a default
assumption that something does ot exist until we can show that it does — that not
ing is universal, global, international or human, until we explain why it is. Broad!
philosophers take a stance between accepting that anything that is a noun exis %‘g
{realism), or arguing that existence comes from a subtle interplay of experiences and
mental events (nominalism). Some argue that nothing exists (nihilism).

Philip Dick proposes a basic test of existence, ‘Reality is that which, when you sto
believing in it, doesn’t go away.”® And John Searle makes a useful distinction:

» somme things are ‘observer independent’ ~ ‘brute facts’ that ‘exist independently of
us' (earthquakes, tides, weather); '

» others are ‘observer-relative’ - ‘institutional facts’ that ‘depend on us for their exist
ence’ (citizenship, laws, moral values).”

The Earth clearly exists ‘independently’, but nations only exist because of us. Wha
about the ‘world'? To decide, we first need to define ‘world’ — is it the physical plane
drifting aimlessly in space, is it the planet with its peoples, places and systems, or i
it a geopolitical region as delineated by the UN? (Figure 2.6} :
As mentioned in the Introduction, Yuval Harari’s lucid argument that ‘sapiens’ are
the only animals that can create imagined realities - religions, financial systems, co
panies — is very significant when analysing the social world, Money is clearly an
‘imagined reality’ and this is very evident in currencies from cowry shells and pap
dollar bills to Bifcoin. Around 97% of world money now only exists in cyberspac
Throughout this book, keep in mind that people exist objectively as a type of anim
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but when described in terms of ‘nationality’, ‘race’, ‘religion’ or ‘ethnic group’, these

are imagined distinctions. Places, if described as a valley or sea exist ob;ectively,‘ but
when a valley is a ‘border’, or seas become ‘territorial waters’, these are imagined
places. The construction of these imagined things happens within social sysferms and
related international institutions, which only exist in the human mind. These are

. constructed through the imagined knowledge in documents (C13), and now detes-

mine the future of the whole of our planet. Our Earth’s climate, seas and ecosystems
exist objectively, but their fate is now controlled by our imagined realities.” .

Ontology can also help to address other fundamental questions: is something real
orideal (is or ought), actual or abstract, fact or opinion, empirical or reasoned, know-n
or believed? What are the relationships (ties, causal chains, reasoned links - “if th].s
then that”) between entities, and what is the relationship and how do wg know it
exists?” How do we justify the existence of categories, which are often a European
invention? Until the 19th century, East Asian countries had no direct equivalents for
distinctions such as science, religion and philosophy.""

International discourse is often hased on supposedly obvious facts that are very
questionable and can fuel conflict.'! Development theories assgme that improved
development can come into existence through external intervention. But how d(-) we
know that countries would not develop, perhaps better, without that intervention?
Within environmental economics, the idea of ‘green growth’ assumes that environ-
mental constraints can be reconciled with economic demands. But is green growth
just an alliterative oxymoron - can growth continue infinitely or are there li‘mits
and, if limited, how do we know when the limits are reached? The word ‘uncertainty’
is commonly used to describe our risk society era. Technology may have created- rew
risks, but does that mean that our certainty about risk has declined? Arguably science
has made human knowledge considerably more certain about world risks than in
any previous generation. Are we certain that uncertainty is now less (or should tl”%at
be more) uncertain? Within international relations, many mainstream theories
depend on the idea that humanity is intrinsically chaotic, and this must be pre-
vented by strong laws and aggressive policy. But how can we prove this ‘onto'lc?g.}f of
anarchy’?1? Creating fear, without evidence, is an old political trick, but politicians
with an academic background challenge it (Figure 1.2).

Cross-cultural ontology has distinct considerations,™ such as the cross-cultural
aspects of relational ontology?'* Ontology is associated with the affirmation of ic.len-
tity through interpersonal communication, particularly when identity is in guestlon,
as among Palestinians.'s International dimensions often demand a logical quesj
tioning of seemingly illogical claims. Logically, countries such as lran and Saudi
Arabia must still have witches and sorcerers, because they have laws against
witcheraft and sorcery, sometimes resulting in execution.'® But to what degree is
the ontology of witchcraft just being used for social control, as throughout
Europe until recently? Similarly, sexuality is accompanied by ontological claims,

which are contested cross-culturally.”” When, in 2012, the Iranian president,
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credentials to a corpse?) All ideologies are open to ontological questioning, inctuding
The stated purpose [of the Immigration Bil]] is fo enhance the ability to deter peopla-smuggling to familiar grand world theories. Environmentalist Barbara Ward provides a realistic
New zealand... take on Marx’s rhetoric:
...the Minister of Immigration was requested to provide the annual figures for the fast 10 years
showing the number of people fisted in prosecutions confirmed to have been smuggled into New Karl Marx derives his critique entirely from Western ideas and sources,..Dialectical
Zealand. materialism, the scientific secret of man’s histary,...has the grandeur and excitement of
The Minister replied that ‘The department’s prosecution recerds do not record the number of a great work of art - the somber force of a Verdi opera, the flashing vision of Goethe's
people confirmed to have been smuggled into New Zealand...” Faust. But fike them, it belongs to the world of imagination, not of fact...
This bill rests on a fear based on complete ignorance of the facts, But whatever they might be, .
the numbers will have been minuscule, and so the only real significance of this bill has to be in its The Marxist vision of history, with its cosmic sweeps from slavery to feudalism to capi-
symbolism. tatism to communism, is not true in the sense that a scientific experiment or a plain
Let us iook at the symbolism. It is based on a misperceived fear, it succumbs io the temptation to record of dates and happenings is true. It cannot be tested. No predictions can be

based on it. And it is contradicted by a large variety of facts.™

dog whistle to certain segments of the papulation...

Kennedy Graham MP, Green Party.
Speech on the Immigration Amendment Bill.
New Zealand Parliament, 17 April 2013

Comparing the ontological bases of religious doctrine and quasi-religious ideologies
i provides a way to question and challenge both.
Significant world issues arise within the ‘ontalogy of nothing’, which tries to
" establish whether nothing exists. 1n his book Being and Nothingiess, Jean-Paul Sartre
- explores nothing.” Nothing was the basis for many creationist ideologies, because
- the existence of nothing provided a void that needed a god to fill it. For many reli-
gious advocates, God was The Creator who made the world out of nothing, but this
_ requires them to prove that nothing existed. Secular philosophers such as Jacques
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, claimed, ‘In Iran we don’t have homosexuals like in your, Jacan argue that nothing does not exist, and so a god as 'the creator” does not exist. ™
country...In Iran we do not have this phenomenon.’ He was discounting the fac_ The deployment of nothing goes beyond creation myths and amusing arguments,
that Iranian law formally addresses homosexual acts by men {/avat - sodomy) and. and sometimes underpins major disputes.
women (mosaliegheli). His courts executed people for breaking these laws." If thered
were no homosexuals in Iran, why would there be a need for laws and punishments
to deal with homosexual behaviour?
Philosophers have now moved on from the age-old questions about whether gods
exist independently of human existence, and whether the human mind exists inde
pendently of its body.* But the increasing global influence of violent religious o
quasi-religious ideologies should prompt new discussions, because the problems are
rooted in persuading people to believe that certain things exist, without objective:
evidence. Once people accept, on the basis of belief but not evidence, that a god andi
a heaven exist, it becomes easy to persuade them that this god wants them to ki
non-believers and the reward will be anything they desire in another imaginéd
world. Scriptures can be misused to support this. Evangelical churches teach that the '
Old Testament is the word of their God and is literally true. It therefore supports the
killing and torture of animals and humans,® killing people who hold different view
including family members who try to challenge religious views,*! rewarding victo
ous soldiers with virgins from the defeated enemy to rape,” and the ethic tha
children can be punished for the sins of their grandparenis. :

Figure 1.2 Challenging the ontology of anarchy

With permission: K. Graham

thihking zone: what happens when
nothing exists?

-'débioyi'ng nothing

The concept of nothing is \_re_.r_y Useful in political discourse, because it creates an
mpression that there is-a gap that needs fllling, which legitimates the actions of_those '
na fill it. Consider: - S RS :

“Power vacuumt - an absence of politicat or other leadership. - e
‘Democratic deficit — an absence of a Euro-American-style demacratic government. -
“Terra nullius - Roman law, ‘Land belonging to no one’ — Australian aboriginal history. .
‘A'fand without a people for a people without a land. - "No other people, na o_th_e:r_ B
ower, has ever created an independent state’ in the fand that is now Israel.*
Desert — Latin désertum - 'an abandoned place’ - The ‘Great American Desest’,
'Plains - flat empty land. ‘American Great plains’, and home to the ‘Plain_s Indi_ans"

. Empty Quarter (Rub’ al Khali ,&sd 0%) — the large oil rich desert in Saudi Ar"ahla. o

» Namnakwa (Kalahari Desert, South Africa) - a ‘kind of vast, empty place’, with large -
~digmond and mineral mines. Namatand was the home of the indigenous Nama.

(Continued)
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: (Contrnued)

e to no one’.
& uHrus - Roman Iaw Praperty belongmg

. ﬁ;jdn housing law: accc;mmﬂdatton without ano cupancy agreeme
<2 '0ceupy” -movement: :
. Faafed/r:o”apsed state - a state that.ap
. Frigid zones ~ the Polar regions.:
— Space - the place beyond Earth s atm

n’c:'Henr:e, the-_ .

g

parently has no, or anl 'efrectlve government._

osphere, contalnlng eve thnng excepi_:: us.’

[*See References for, further lnformatlon ]

Because of the large scale of world events, and the increasing use of‘blzlg diari:; é rtanic |
thers, know something is especially

C9.4), understanding how we, Or O - B ks

within world studies. Epistennology — the study of theories of knowledg S

questions such as:

s i igin of the knowledge? ' ments
t!v:v?rtcli?dtrlieore?npirical research {and other experience) and reasoned arg
° - . dge?
contribute to creating the knowle
How certain (valid and error free) is the kntowlﬁd)g?e?
b
s the knowledge created critically (sceptica
. \l-,\ilgi has, or might, the knowledge change as other knowledge and u

change?
« To what degree would the knowledge be seen as g

nderstandings

enerally true (as '@ theory’)?*

085- rstandings
An international perspective also raises questions about cross cultural unde g

* or ‘indi ! knowl-
of knowledge. Anthropologists would argue that ‘traditional’ or mdrgenous;d now
edge might come more from practical experience, dreams and the spirit world, _.

?
and other authorities.”™ Whose ‘knowns’ count most, and why?

There are known unknowns Thatl 15

T “things ‘we don't know. But there are a 50 -
to sa there are thlngs ] v i |
: :'unknEWn unknowns There-are thmgs we don t know we.don t know i

: unknowns _m
e What are 'che sngmﬂcant known knowns . known unknowns and unknown

rnnmental pohtu:s, rehgson, war studnes

. lnte natmnal relatlens, developrnent studles env;
human capabmt]es, mternatmnal orgamzatmns
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information systems:

Identify examples of direct primary data about states, i.e. the data does ot reach you
through indirect ‘authorities’.

« From your personal perspective, are there any certain *known kriowns’ about the
examples you identify?
« Are there any ‘unknowable knowns’ in the examples - seemingly factual claims’

which cannot be known because there are no methodologies to discover the truth
about them?

archive

If we could set up & database of the misuse of* unknnwns in snternatsonal pohtlcs, what -
wolld bein-that archive'and who should malntaln and fund |t7

Because of the distance and scale of events, international knowledge is often based

on an ‘argument from authority’,* such as a government or commercial expert. The
credibility of expert views assumes that:

1. the expert is usually correct about the subject,
2. there is a professional consensus that the expert is usually correct, and therefore
3. any further opinion from the authority on this subject is likely to be correct.

But the views of international experts are susceptible to the halo effect.”> We might
judge an authority to be correct because the ‘halo’ of one particular above-average
trait — wealth, tradition, position - can generate a perception that other qualities are
above average — honesty, intelligence, diligence. These problems were recognized
long ago by Arab historian Ibn Khaldun. Like al-Biruni, in 1377 he complained
about unreliable authorities — ‘Reliance upon transmitters’ — and he recognized the
'halo’ problem of ‘authorities’ (Figure 1.3).

People as a rule approach great and high-ranking persons with praise and encomiums [lributes].
They embeliish conditions and spread their fame.

Students often happen to accept and transmit absurd information that, in turn, is believed on their
autharity.

Ibn Khaldun (1377) The Mugaddimah
(Bk 1: Preliminary Remarks)

Figure 1.3  The ‘halo effect’ (Ibn Khaldun)

International knowledge is often created to deceive, in the form of propaganda.”*

~ From the 1950s to 1980s, Eisenhower, Nixon and other American leaders deployed
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the domino theory to justify the Vietnam War — that if Vietnam became communist
then other countries in South East Asia would also fall.*® The claim had no evidence-
base. More than 5 million Vietnamese died in a pointless war, which cost America
around $165 billion. Misinformation is ot just simple retrospective lies to cover up
previous mistakes o1 misdeeds. It also comes in the form of pre-emptive deceit — polit-
ical knowledge-creation that aims to get in first so that subsequent truth is less likely
to be believed — as concerning Irag in 2003.% This is explained further on the web-

site.

Ontology and epistemology
€allacy’.”” But although they are not the same, they
kept in mind throughout a whole study, particularly when data is being reported, to
avoid repeating questionable dJiscourse. Where did the idea of an ‘axis of evil’ and
‘good and evil’ come from? The source is probably the Persian prophet Mani (=)
(circa 216-276AD) 3% Sg when, (then) US president G.W. Bush deployed his ‘sood

and evil’ rhetoric about the ‘axis’ of supposed US enemies, including Iran, he was

are often confused. Roy Bhaskar calls this the ‘epistemic
are linked, and should both be

repeating an lranian ideology.

1.2 Reflexivity

When the two Wright brothers were developing their ideas for the first aeroplane, if
they argued about something, at some point they would deliberately swap sides in
the argument.® This is an ancient Greek technique called Dissoi Logoi. Philosophers
analyse how false logic arises, and an awareness of this can help to avoid weaknesses
in arguments. Material on the website explains the familiar problems.

There are many relevant approaches to reflexive or reflective thinking — turning our
mental processes back upon themselves. When developing intelligence tests in 1904,
Binet assessed ‘auto-critique’ — the critical understanding of oneself.** Bourdieu pro-
vides philosophical arguments for reflexivity in sociology,* and many writers
develop the methodological implications.* Organizations or groups use sense-making
or mindfiiess.® But these ideas are not new. The Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in
Gavernance (Z1RH%) by Ssu-ma Kuang (F1E56) (1018-1086), provided a history of
China from 403BC to 959, and aimed to help subsequent rulers reflect (in the ‘mirror’
it provided) on the mistakes and success of their predecessors. ™

Techniques for reflective thinking are not complicated, Using simple words - if,
but, or — can expand thinking. Sociologists often talk of viewing events through dif-
ferent lenses. Materials to explore these techniques are on the website. _

Arguably, complete objectivity is impossible,”* so researchers shouid aim ‘t0
understand the effects of [their] experiences rather than engaging in futile.
minate them’** It is helpful to consider the strengths and weaknesse

attempts to eli
— the exogenous/etic perspectives as an outsider, or the endogenous

of positionality™

Understanding world knowledge 17

enn? perspectives as an insider®® But assessing personal identity is not alwa
straightforward, particularly for international students and scholars who ret '
to a “home” country to do research.” Would a Pakistani student from a 1rr1'dléirln
class family in Islamabad be an insider or outsider if she did r h ¢ the
Taliban in North Eastern Pakistan? coearch among fhe
Most reflexive methodology is not specific to international research but geo
pl.lers Provide useful insights about fieldwork, feminist perspectives®® and rese:rchg‘m;
eiijces.”l Careful consideration of the implications of working across languages® ms
.usmg translators® is clearly important for much internat?onal workc b(ugt is a1rl
increasingly relevant within multicuttural countries. There is discussior; concer a' -
inter.national collaboration in research,™ and cross-cultural management stud'nmg
but international relations has ‘lacked a sociology of itself™ and is arguabl EEIS'
internationally reflexive in its approach to research than might be expi;ct%eld 52 T
Research diaries or ethnographic notes can provide a basis for reflexive tk'linkin y
Notes might be based on self-reflexive contextual fmpressions, which ma 11:’.
become data or help to explain data (Figure 1.4). Alternatively, 'they can beystc .
tured more formally as: observational notes (a purely factual accolunt) methodol r}lc;
notes (what happened during data cellection), theorelical notes (whz;t might bzgif
l?roader explanations) and analytic memos (initial comparisons of data tieor §
literature).* Notes might also include how researchers and others are fe'eiin —};‘and
angry, stressed — because later this might warn of unreliable data. ST

MEY 3 -~ Flrst 1t ress 51 5 crefe = I int ns 2
np o] H &) Q con r D24 o] a

distance. The welcomes 15 VErY WArth, Dec:p}.e zre so polite and hospitable

e ;

it makes me feel very welcome.

MAY %,“ Outsidse of the home, things are a bit different. I had

my ?ﬂlrt before going out as it is a little see th?D; h‘(; h?d e
Eo§ice? thaE ?ef?re!). 3o that put me on my guard.-BuE DE;DlZ a:ivigf
;i;;n;;y; It is 1nterest1ﬁg seeing how people dress. Me% cén getvawa;y
el re and many dress in ‘Western’ styles. Girls all wear hijab
bUtwh:zTenafzqwzzé ?%othes that reveal the outline of their body séape,
R Eséecgsutc L.:cgsﬁare always‘covered. There are both cultural and
. S this, The head being covered draws you to their 5
and particularly the eyes. : bt
shades of brown,

1 naever noticed so many different subtle

green, blue before.

As.a foreign man, you must be careful. Theres is no
woman if you are not family. You can shaks
. ctharwise you simply say Assalam o Alaikum
a woman i ] i 2 i ‘ eac
= n in a shepping mall, and guickly said ‘sorry’, reaching out in
reassuring way {something I . e oenen
0 mething I would do at home) . Ti
’ : 2) . The woman looked shock
o : 2d shochked
aid that if I had touchad her it would have been very offansivn'

physical
their hand if
I bumped into

and A

Figure 1.4 A self-reflexive contextual diary

(By a European man in a Muslim country)
MASARYEKOVA UNIVERZITA
Eakualia socidlnich studii
Jofova 10
9200 BRNO
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N concept of international understanding provides a framework

More broadly, the U
General of UNESCO, W.H.C.

for reflecting on world research.¥ A Deputy Director
Lewis, provided a nuanced explanation:

International understanding is the ability to observe critically and objectively and
rywhere o each other, irrespective of the nation-

appraise the conduct of Tpeopie] eve

ality of culture to which they may belang. To do this one must be able to detach oneself
from one’s own particular cultural and nationat prejudices and to observe [people] of all 0
nationalities, cultures and races as equally important varieties of human being inhabit-

ing this garth.®®

5, the concept of thinking
ecins Sans F rontieres (MSE),
reporters, momnks

ic and other divisive approache

To transcend nationalist
and trying to act without borders, which derived from Meéd

is now applied to aver 60 world organizations including musicians,
and clowns.® The idea reflects the formation of international organizations in the
19th century,” and the present-day movement is assisted by books such as Activists
Bevond Borders,™ initiatives like the Reporiers Without Borders and the Electronic Frontier
Foundation. But, as George Orwell reminds us, progress does not intrinsically lead to

international understanding or a borderless world:

roplane had ‘abelished frontiers’; actually it is only
frontiers have become definitety

ote international understanding
¢ of insulating one nation from

We were once told that the ae
since the aeroplane became a serious weapon that
jmpassable. The radio was onceé axpected to prom
and co-operation; it has turned out to be a mean

another.®

o thinking zone: potatoes without borders
. F_’Qtét.tdes'are.'n.bw grown in morﬁ‘ thaﬂ 1Q¢'.F5Un.tries around the world, but: - '

Belarus S LT L L s
_'-'-"Belarusia_ns-eat the most potatogs — 335 kg per year The world average is 33 kg

« The average potato production in Belarus each year is 865 kg ‘per. person..In the
: USA—Sngperpersdrﬁ.’ T e L
Belarus Is the 10th largest potato producer in the world: 2

Belarusians know moré than 300 recipes for potatdes. - C

" There is a Belarusian aational dance called But'ba - ‘potatoes’ - .

- In the Soviet Union, Belarusians' were sometimes called bufbashi. e

in January 2014, Russia accused Belarys of potato smuggting from the EU.. - |
“global potatoes _ R [ e

"’ o potatoes came originally fromi Pery and Bolivia,

" the potato get tu Belarus, and become so poputar? . oo o .
‘" & Pptatoes came to Spain from South America: Peter 1 brought & small sack of potatoes
- . from Spain to Russia in the 18th century. R PN :

not Belarus. So how, and why, did.
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+ Peterl \Na”tEd to glOW t e in Russia but farmers didn‘t I(HOW aw. ey ate
P | - t B
otatao tUbE ) aﬂd d ed The tha 0 became i(“O\N as the ‘Devil’s a p|e a d pEOD|E
- el a
Belaras a”d Uk[ ine were UHdE] Russ
1afr dO nination at & 1at i e, ar d Belarusians

potato politics

a P ‘ '
: Tﬁteabor\?ir?{jr:;:?i;‘zlis fc:u;ttr;J largest food crop, after rice, wheat and corn
. ear of the Potato (2 el '
?ucml e oul fond thortages. {2008} promoted the idea that the potato is
o ‘izei:ggﬁe%ﬁglze:t ;qsuliarti‘rtof potataes are now eater by humans. Half are fed to
. sed to produ .
il P ce alcobol and starch used by food chemical and

° O-Compass.org tlaims that ‘extending the benefits of potato production deépends

on improvements in...potato varieties th .

at have reduced water need i

N e S 3
ance to pests and diseases, and resilience in the face of climate cha'ng:;?ter TESIS_t. :

s IN-1998, i Arpa
s 998, Hungarian researcher Arpad Pusztal claimed on British TV that rats fed wit

aM . _—

dayohgc:s:tsosejssuffgrzd danjage to their intestinés and immune systems. The next

day ne e andpde:taeseibzéglsu?(n:_ﬂwﬂ the Ro#aett Institute, his research team was
: _ . vernment official

state Biair and Clinton were implicated in the acti?)r?é Mensantoand (then) heads of

Where, and what, next for the potato — what is its g[ol:r'al future?
[See References for further information.5%]

Note: Most online informatio pot: § stems
n about GM potatoes st i i
Genewatch.org provides alternative views. ems from the M fndustries

- (Research: Belous Daria, Minsk State Linguistic University)

main ideas

The construction of infernational knowledge needs to consider:

+ how we can prove that relevant things exist {ontology)
= how we know about things (epistemology). -
o cross-cultural understandings of existence and knowledge
: vhvhy the authority for any source of information is credible‘.
ow we detect propaganda and pre-emptive deceit
« whether definitions and assumptions are clear and ‘international

A reflexive approach should aim to avoid:

: I;!as caused by ethnocentricity, nationalism, or worldviews.
.las C-EL{SEd by human psychological traits.
» simplistic conclusions from complex data.
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And should aim to achieve:

» an exarnination of the research design, data and analysis from different perspectives -
celf, others, mirrors, eyes, lenses.

» contributions to international understanding.

. researchers and readers who think without borders.

key reading

Audi, R. (1997) Epistemology: A Contempaorary introduction to the Theory of Knowledge.
London: Routledge. e ) :
Eagleton, M. {2009} “Examining the case for reflexivity in international relations:
insights from Bourdieu’, Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies, 1: 111-123,
Effingham, N. (2013) An Introduction to Ontology. Cambridge: Polity.

Keck, M.E. and Sikkink, K. {(1998) Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in
International Politics. Tthaca, NY: Cornell University Press.

Woolgar, S. (1988) Knowledge and Reflexivity: New Frontiers in the Sociology of
Knowledge. London and peverly Hills, CA: 5age.

online resources -

Jo access the resources - search on the name in italics or use the http.

International knowledge

Future of Humanity Institute - do we exist, and will we continue to exist? - existential-risk.
org

Ontology.com - ongoing discusslons from an American perspective

Epistemology for dummies — a good start - www.epistemologyexpress.com/efordummies.
htm

Interdependence Moverment. Citizens Without Borders

Electronic Frontier Foundation = protecting the freedom of electronic communication
across borders

Theories and concepts in
world research

2.1 Peoples

2.2 Places

2.3 Systems
2.3.1 Political viclence
2.3.2 Development

2.3.3 Envirchment

A stor ilk
Claime}; f;c;m the Silk Road tells of an argument between wine, tea and milk. Wine
was most important because he made .
eople happy, fea claimed
same because tea made i . ' s b
pecple calm, and milk argued that sh i
would not survive without | e o e
her. But then water said, 'You a
: R re all wroneg. 1 '
o ' g. | am the
important, because all drinks depend on me.” Water won the arg i

2 theory rgument, with

Thi N :
thinnz cha;;ter outlines relevant theories (a system of ideas that helps to predict
headg ,ﬁsum as a proven hypothesis) and concepts (2 general idea) under three
o .1(1:1105 — peoples, places and systems (see Figure 2.1). It does not (and could not!)

ovide an in-depth critical discussio ' ( .

n of all world theori d
b e an ies, and the synopses should
p through the references. Experts in i i

- o, ticular fields shoul
M . o : par s should probabl
gnore the sections they are familiar with, and investigate the relevance I?)f othe};
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1 explunatory pOwer. Philosophers argue
d the degree to which world theory
t-day world theories have a strong

approaches. Good theories have predictive 0

about whether theories represent truth! an
or helps to form, evidence.” Presen
are often ethnocentric.

emerges from,
Furopean-American bias, and

‘Geography ..
| Termitory -

. Empires
- Colonialism

States. G N Peoples
 Nations Others

Ethnology

Continents
Regions -

Civilizations

Gosmopalitanism

" Globat

cammons CU"U!B. Ethnicity Human rights
L Elites Minority groups
Crowds
Genetics

Trans/posthumanism

Figure 2.1 World theoretical frameworks

2.1 Peoples

to which individuals feel they belong

! ! j f a ruler, a group '
Bl N ; o legitimize power elites. But this

{sribe, clan, racial group), oI a group of citizens wh
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creates the notion of outsiders who do not belong, and world research has often
generated worldviews of others as representing a threat because of appearance, race,
religion, nationality, class, gender, civilization and similar perceived differences.* The
study of different peoples has been central to:

« religious studies, which wantad to prove the content of religious texts, and that the
peoples of some religions were better than cther religions.

« anthropology and ethnology, which often constructed others, and rationalized
colonial policies to demean and control.

« scientific racism, ethnic nationalism and eugenics, which tried to prove that
peoples were different and some were inferion

» hAistorical studies, which tried to understand the rise and fall of civilizations, but
also gave rise to nationalistic views.

o cosmopolitism, and the idea that everyone is a *citizen of the world".

» modern ethnography, which tries to understand different cultures, of many forms.

o social stratification, elite and crowd studies.

« human rights, which aim to protect all individuals equitably.

« human biology, which now proves the common genetic roots of all peoples, consid-
ers the future of the human race, and provides understandings of the ‘global brain’,

Although many of the unethical approaches to world research seem to be part of past

eras, understanding the failings of the past can help to avoid repeating past mistakes.
The understanding of others has a problematic history. Even Hippocrates used

racial descriptors such as ‘industrious’ versus ‘sluggish’.* The outcomes have been:

ethnocentric — promoting the centrality and paramount importance of one's own people,
xenophobic - creating a fear strangers or foreigners,

supremacist — claiming a right to rule “inferior” groups,

exceptionalist - believing that one’s own group is different from, and better than, others.

The biclogical explanation is that hostility towards other groups seems to be a ‘human
universal’.* But this is made worse by social manipulation because human instincts
can be exaggerated to reinforce political interests. For example, young children will
tend to eat what their parents eat because that is an evolutionary mechanism to avoid
being poisoned. But this can then be turned into a cultural food taboe and a life-long
habit, which keeps the young within the group, and alienates others.

Jacques Derrida provides a psychological explanation - if there is a perception of
‘self’, there must also be a perception of others to define that self.” But this may not
always have been the case.® European exploration by ship emphasized difference - to
sailors voyaging East from Lisbon, Japanese people would look suddenly different.
But travellers on land, for example along the Silk Road, would see diverse similari-
ties across the whole continent, from Tehran to Nara.? Silk Road researcher al-Birini
was again progressive, and tried to understand how those he studied viewed othess
(Figure 2.2).1¢




v
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r’/ —
...all [the Hindu] fanaticism is directed against those whao da not beleng to them — against all

foreigners. They call them mleccha, i.e. impure, and forbid having any connection with them, be
it by intermarriage or any other kind of relatienship, or oy sitting, eating, and drinking with them,
hecause thereby, they think, they would be polluted. They consider as impure anything which

touches the fire and the water of a foreigner...They are not allowed to receive anybody who does

nol belong to them, even ii ne wished il, or was inclined to their religion.

u_':}_gg_‘aa'rt"g;m\"n‘_wg)}gl

Abii Rayhan al-Biruni, India (girca 1030)

—

Figure 2.2 Researching ‘othering’ (ai-Biruni)

Religious ideologies often underpinned hatred. Arab historian [bn Khaldun was
vitriolic in 1377 (Figure 2.3)." Compte de Gobineau’s Essai sur I'inégalité des races
humaines promoted ‘our white species’.'” The South African Duich Reformed Church
(NHK) justified apartheid on Biblical grounds — that the non-lsraelite Gibeonites were
to be ‘slaves, and hewers of wood and drawers of water’.? The old Jewish texts appear
to justify many other evils against peoples. Moses condoned rape as 2 reward for vic-
torious soldiers.!* Deuteronory justified genocide — ‘Of these peoples...you shall let
nothing that breathes remain alive, but you shail utterly destroy them’," and ston-
ing on suspicion of adultery — ‘the young woman because she was in a town and did
not scream for help’.' The doctrine of present-day evangelical churches still supports
these views. Paradoxically, Iran's penal code still maintains the Jewish ethic of stoning
women,'” as does Afghanistan, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sudan and the United Arab Emirates. :
Most UN codes now preclude racial discrimination; the UN Genocide Convention (1948)
now covers acts that intend ‘to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial -
or religious group...’;" and sexual violence became a war crime in 2008." :

Oadls o Aalla :

To the south of this Nile, there is a Negro peopie called Lamlam. They are unbetievers...Beyond
themn to the south, there is no civilization in the proper sense. Thera are only humans whao are
closes to dumb animals than to ratignal beings, They live in thickets and caves and eat herbs and
unprepared grain. They frequently eat each other. They cannat be considerad human beings

{on Khaldan (1377) Tha Mugaddimah
(Bk 1: Preliminary Remarks)

L

Figure 2.3 Theological ‘othering’ (tbn Khaldun)

Ethnology became the study of races, and the comparative method assumed that
other races represented "living fossils” which Europeans could use to study theit
origins. Theories of ethnic nationalism legitimized nations,® and scientific racism .
conflated race, mental disability and animals using meticulous comparative method-
ology (Figure 2.4). Fugenics then aimed to improve the genetic make-up of European
populations. Although associated with Nazi Germany, the ideology was expressed by
many elites including Thomas Jefferson®! and Winston Churchill = '

A

An ‘Asylum Mongal”

A young Orang-utan

A “black” woman

Hand-print of “Mongolian” imbecile Hand-print of a Tonkinese sailor

Figure 2.4 Scientific racism
Ful} version on the website.

Crookshank, F i
Mot Ple;t,ul"s.G.H(I’Q?M The Mongoel in Our Midst: A Study of Man wd hiis Tiheee Faces.
s¢ use these phatographs responsibly. Do not send digital versions ‘
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A Kirghiz man {Racial Mongal)

A Japanese priest

A "yellow” wornan {Chinese)

Hand of an Orang-utan
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Ethnicity® traditionally meant national identity, and Amartya Sen argues that the

construction of identity can fuel enmity and violence.” Ethnic theories continue in
relation to 1G,% but the general conclusion among psychologists is that although
certain tests may show differences between ethnic groups, this is because of the lin-
guistic or cultural insensitivity of the tests, not racial differences.*® But now ‘ethnicity’
usually implies a less specific ancestry oI cultural heritage. The term ethuic Dbackgronnd
is often used in relation to minority groups (‘minority’ usually meaning power not
size) and terminology is confusing. Chinese people in New Yotk might be described
as a minority ethnic group, but in the world Chinese people are clearly not an ethitic
minority. Although racial distinctions have often been harmful, there are arguments
that a ‘denial of difference’ can also be problematic.”
Within historical studies, the concept of civilizations Is used to understand large
groups of peoples, but is hard to define.?® Studying the main legal traditions of the
world can help.? Success and failure has been a common theme, since Ibn Khaldun’s
Mugaddimah (1377).%0 In 1911, G.G. Rupert's The Yellow Peril; or, the Orient vs. the
Qccident promoted a fear that the Biblical ‘Kings from the Fast’! — China, India, Japan,
and Korea and Russia - would attack England and the United States, but Jesus would
stop them.® The evidence for Rupert’s rhetoric was the Bible, and he promoted a

German worldview to construct American enmity, which prefaced the destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Cold War against ‘Russia’, the ‘axis of evil’, and ongoing
deas and map seem a proto-

mistrust of ‘Arabia’, ‘Persia’ and ‘Afghanistan’. Rupert’s
type for Huntington’s clash of civilizations.»

. thinking zone: are ‘clashes’ between or
AR ;jg'Wi_t_hin'c':_i_vilizations?' -

Cclashes” o Sl
- Huntingtory Wa_rn$:pf"tﬁe_'c':'i_a"f__l'.h'b_f tiyil_izé_ﬁons’.'. How do the following events fit that concept?
...'.Woﬂd.._.Wan:-II,:.:._wi:thi'n'_:_.Eul'—_dp-g..“'__.: il e e T
" The ‘troubles’ between Catholic and Brotestant Christians inNorthern Ireland. -
Imperialism and enmity among states that share Confucian valugs — China, Japan, Korea
Disagreements and war within Abrahamic ;eligions—_' Judaism, Christianity, Islam:
" Confiicts between Shiite and SL_lr_\ni_Musiims,' e.g. Iran and Iraq. 000 R

' Si_ncé’__l_Qi}S',IWH_éﬁ has large-scale politicai violerice occurred betwaen: i

 Asia'and.Europe?- - SR
Asia‘and Africa?

" Africa and Europe?. . R
America and anywhere else?. L

" Are Warsf'l:iét'wéé'nf'civiIizati’o’ri’s', or between powerful people who use ordinary people t
[See R'e'fere'nces'fbr"FU.rth'_e'r' information.®]
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Nationalistic ideologies of “them and us” conti
how di inue and research conti
gover;ifﬁ?;fézlfff g;ef_rierSEnt?d, for example in films and video gatrlxlllef; t:nSdtL’ng
reinforce enmity be té‘,N . ni n; anld video game research.> Games are often contrived to
sion of America by NorthIIJ( oples. The US Homnefiont game is based on a fictional inva-
Olympus is Fallen, and The ;Jria, fmd the thfeme was mirrored in the story of the film
Chinese People’ Liberatio; : erview, Opej-"atron Flashpeint: Drugon Rising presents the
was originally created for mil‘trmy as .h(.)stﬂe, and the Chinese Glorious Mission, which
Present-day ethnograph 1 Caé}f tr.aimng, presents the enemy as American.

for living’.¥” Cudtural !crgl; rg’p(ose-slgliztoii?;;Scr}i::ed as a study of culture - a ‘design
keep pace with t fonl >otial problems arise because culture does

no clfar relationsﬁléicgstg‘zii}nlrégﬁﬁfzﬁ _;'5 Cultural relativism argues that there r;:'
different cultures. Many disciplines adopt C;Z‘;@r nor absolute standards for judging
losophers® fbriche 4 s-cultural approaches, in i i
coloiiairzn j‘;‘i SSZSE?’:?S&.-“ Cultural imperialism? has been a nlean;:]?odiigﬁrg;i
to improve relationshi cs é;)(iwer. But c.ultuml diplormaci? builds on cultural exchanges
field of study.™ Cultul:al et:V fﬁn natu?ns, ‘and political arts is becoming an academic
disciplinary approach us Scl fes (which is distinct from area studies) is an inter-
the political aspects of m (r)lg critical theory and literary criticism, which considers
production”’ (flm, litert e.r:: culture. It makes distinctions such as ‘high cultural
(ethnicity, gende; - aJre, t ezttre, art, Itnusic, new media), and ‘cultural identities’
spective of formalp guage, social ?rganlzation), but not necessarily from the per-

governmental politics.** Studies often combine ethnographic Erird

DtIlEI appIOE}C] 1€5 10' e i 0 -
N Xample mn Ielati It t() Croy ['

thinking zone: are MOQOCs educational
imperialism?

'Th:e'i.Massn:/é o' i e e L e .

ne. pen Online Courses (MOOCs r - : o

‘and otf ; - rovid .

aﬂd cher English language university COLlrs)eg e free or cheap access to American

Why?

QO0Cs are good advertisernents for universities,
’

form of:. and countries. But are they alsg a ‘-

cultural imperfalism?
ulturat diplomacy? -
5Dt power? R

13t Is the likely future of MOOCS, and how might ather cbuntries

ea;h_zng In other languages, respond? and universities |

_S?Ig_.References for further inf’ormatioﬁ.“ﬁ}
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17 Classical elite theory is rooted in the work

of Ttalian sociologists Pareto (1848-1923) and Mosca (1858-1941}, who argued
that personal characteristics, such as organizationai skill, create an inevitable dis-
tinction between select groups of powerful people and others. Traditional theorists
laimed that elites are morally and intellectually superior.*® International per-
ve Study of Elites (1952), which aimed to ‘reveal the

1 that is reshaping our coniemporary world’, on the
of societies around

All peoples seem to give rise 10 elites.

oftenc
spectives include The Comparati
significance of the vast revolutio

‘by determining what is happening to the elites
‘that a world revolution is under

assumption that,
the globe...we can test the underlying hypothesis..
1 4 puture developments may include updates of national elite

50 Russia,’! Furope®* and East Asia® — and studies

way during our epoch
studies — including South America,

of ‘global elites”.™ -
Flites usually perceived crowds — the masses —as a threat. From the Greek notion of

ochiocracy (mob rule), majoritarianisi carried negafive implications, as did the Roman
word demokratia — rule of the people, 5. Mill warned of the ‘tyrannty of the major-
ity’ in 1859,% and the idea was perpetuated in books such as Extraordinary Popular
Delusions and the Madness of Crowds®® and The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind>
Following World War [, the concern about crowds continued, for example a Spanish
perspective in The Revolt of the Masses,™ and a German view in The Menace of the
Herd.® Theories evolved to represent polarized perspectives of bad crowds® and good }

&1 The advent of the internet revealed the potential of the crowd as a resource,
the value of crowd perspectives.” The

red magazine, in 2006,

crowds.
and Surowiecki's The Wisdoin of Crowds argued

word ‘crowdsourcing’ was coined by Jeff Howe, a writer for Wi
as analogous to outsourcing (2009),4 and crowdsourcing is now becoming an excit-

ing new research framework (C6.4).% But the fear of crowds has not disappeared, and
is often manipulated to create a tear of crowds of others, based on race or nationality.
The lesson from history is that, when it suits the interests of clites to present people
as crowds that threaten security, they will always find supposed research that support
their views.
Social stratification, whether based on race of other fa
invention.®® Jewish tradition delineates judges, kings, pries
Korea had five classes — intellectuals (yang-bang), professional and mititary (jung-i
farmers and commercial (rotig-sang-min), untouchables (cinum-mitl) and a slave clas
(nobi). The Indian caste system divided people into hereditary groups - Bralmin
Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, Shudras, and the alienated quntouchables'’. Stratification is sti
intrinsic within honorifics in languages such as Burmese, Korean and Japanese. Withi
furopean sociology, class systems evolve as societies change. In Britain, a ‘technical
middle class’ and ‘new affluent workers’ have been added to traditional catego
forms of cultural capital.®® Classes may now have greatel
the well-educated middie classes of Indi
ore in common with one another th

ctors, was not a Europea

zations which reflect new
international than intra-national aftinities —
China, Europe and the Americas may have m

with the poor, rural or marginalized people in their own countries.
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A cosmopolitan® ;
power Thp‘)htan P?rspectwe promotes an undivided view of humanity and
g O-f e iv solsci‘flopohtan Greeks apparently considered themselves to bey‘citi
 her ﬂmnt trh . ‘And the Stoics declared allegiance to universal ideas of justice
s and ne-Dhbe c1tY(5tate - ‘we should regard all human beings as our fellow citi
i 4 a8 H - 1-
ideas of Siobfi ju.;ltlil: - lels Cc(imcept of global citizens™ and global ethics™ parallels
¢ — a fair distribution of ‘goods’ bads’.7 Many ,
ebrate their diversity N goods’ and ‘bads’.”* Many cities cel-
o Cto";ear‘dn::srt}, mudticultural’ populations, and cross-Dorder ﬁN'J'lr'lies}; Tfi St cel
: esion’® i ; ' ¢ term
Many mdeid ldevelops previous ideas of cultural assimilation and melting pot.”s
of n rstran ua S, see themselves as having multiple identities,” and Rumford t'lli(
" adum; geness’ as globalization blurs community boundaries and identiti; ;
i . . P *
‘puItJJlic Wor.llf’éc"POSES viewing globalizing society in terms of relationships betwesen
s’ comprising ethmoscapes, te ”
ideascapes.” g pes, technoscapes, financescapes, mediascapes and
When th fo
refaced aneeliN fCIIczt;; used the phrase, the ‘peaples of the United Nations', it
ra of codifying the rights of ever J
Tt i vone, and formalized this i :
Pctcl:zmtwn of Universal Human Rights (1948). The website explains !;hls méhe o
international agree ains more. The first
dren’s rights :‘g;eemffnt was probably the Declaration of Genteva, which affirmed chil
" Euro fan . n u.ras a(EcEPted by the League of Nations in 1923, But riﬂhtg are not
mhn,zm invention. The Code of Hamurabi (circa 1790BC) limited t;e ower of
humin .E:}, and the Persian Cyrus Cylinder (5398C), often called the wolrjldxs {r Ot
Tl jeri ’ 115
the Trani ghts code, gave religious freedoms and abolished slavery. (It seems tllrS
a i :
e r; 'ns abohs?hecl sllaver}’ 2293 years before the Americans discovered it )Hj:
e 1f: countries objected to the ‘universality’ of what they saw as a Europ.
an imposition of moral standards, a ean-
. ;€ nd Ir sl ara
Rights in Istam in 20000, created the Caire Declaration on Human
The concept ights i i
by other pe 5 1:f rlg};ts usually implies related responsibilities, fulfilled reciprocall
bt pofitical Fe élor )E/ states through public services or remedies for wrongdoing
aders often fail to fulfil their r ibiliti .
being bound esponsibilities, and many try to avoi
basisgof ana by the S?me _r'“_’les as the people.™ Rights are sometimes res};ricfed on tliz
. indigenoupsparent inability to fullil responsibilities, Full rights were often denied
sroups, who were perceived as “rrimiti
S too “primitive” to i
responsibil o ) understand t
thepUN1P1L :;11: Title; Declaration on tie Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007) now gu?de;
’ tent Forim on Indigenous Issue in '
lective ri . es, and introduces the concepts of col-
e ights and cultural rights, but the idea of group rights is often cp.lepstionecdo51
argu ivi ; '
Christian gdjﬂf:hts dle%ayed BIVIDg people with mental disabilities equal rights. The
o s e talked of the ‘grave mistake of treating human-looking sl-m es
intEHECT’yﬂz The ;maﬂi. although they lack the least vestige of human behaviorpor
bled peo.l le atholic Church only extended its right of Communion to disa
Declgmﬁi e w 10 COPld not state their belief in the Eucharist, in 1983, Even the Ul\;
oty Of: o.nithe ‘Rrghts of Mentally Retarded Persons (1971) talked of ‘restriction’
their Iightsn-g 1ts ‘whenever mentally retarded persons are unable...to exercise 5?111‘
i i ’ : :
n a meaningful way’ (Art. 7). This has practical implications, such as
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the denial of justice to victims with disabilities.” The rights of the unborn child, in
relation to toxic environmental impacts, have also been hard to establish, because
they are hard to reconcile with a woman's right to have an abortion.® Paradoxically,
the rights of future generations — intergenerational rights®s — are also impeded by argu-

ments that unborn people cannot fulfil any responsibilities, as ar¢ arguments against

animal rights.® But distinctions are evolving. Philasopher john Gray reminds us that

jumans are just another form of animal.¥’
fn parallel with these social constructs of humanity as a planeiary whole,

advances in science — human biology, psychology, evolutionary theory, archae-
the understandings of humanity. Mithen's Prehistory of the
ots of art, religion and science.® Taylor provides
j0 sapiens evolved as artificial apes, all humans are
intrinsically a technological species, and the use of simple technotogies shaped the
modern brain.®” Bloom envisions the Global Brain as a ‘complex adaptive system’ of
which all human endeavours, including the internet, are interrelated components.‘”
There are now good understandings of why humans tend to be overoptimistic,” .
and why positive illusions cause military and political leaders to be overconfident.”* .
Kahneman explains why it is useful to understand the difference between the ‘fast,
intuitive and emotional’ and the ‘slower, more deliberative and more logical’ use of |

ology - are increasing
Mind explores the common 16
convincing arguments that Hor

the mind.”

Practical insight oming from Rewroscience.:

s for international research are also ¢
susan Greenfield addresses questions about how the pervasive use of recent technolo-:
gies, principally IT, may change the way human minds work,” including our sense.

of identity.”s Brain imaging shows not only that we share common thought pro-

cesses, but researchers are starting to explain how our brain addresses world problems.:

Functional magnetic 1esonance imaging of the brain has been used ‘to investigate the.
central problem of distributive justice: the trade off between equity and efﬁciency",“
The researchers examined brain responses while participants considered an aid sce- |
nario about distributing food equitably in a famine stricken region. The dilemma
was, should they strive 10 be equitable and distribute food fairly even if it become$ |
rotten, ot be efficlent and distribute the food to those nearest to the distribution net-=
works before it goes bad, but leaving some people to die? In the experiment, a similas
scenario was about distributing money and food to children living in an orphanagt
in Uganda. The study found that two different regions of the brain respond to efft
ciency and inequity, but a third area ‘encodes a unified measure of efficiency an
inequity’. This experiment does not provide instant answers to the problems of glob
justice, but it shows that human beings across the world, from government minister
to school children, have +he same mental equipment to try to reconcile dilemma
like these. _
Advances in science increasc the understandings of humanity, and raise ne:
questions. Will Jupnan erthancerent create transhuman generations and then
posthuman condition in which humans cease to exist?” Would that amount
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neg-engenics
unet.hl‘ii;rllie O(fzggiirisent-day genetics and neuroscience mutate into another
o changed reprodctive or worlc':l research?“w Might humans suffer dysgenics because
because of adaptation tcc))r :;ji;?;zlmzehta‘imflm OI? regressive evolution of the brain
Stephe p ntal changes?'” Is Cambridge cosmologi:
mei N 01; i;ﬁt;?igéa:grestgh-e?he p‘redicts that a biological virus, or the deveig:
D B, oe bt s eg,; : 1-c1;11 mtelhgen.ce (AD), could mean the end of the human
lems? Thelfrzst'n ) f:é,. > r{ng t EXplt-Jratlon beyond Farth help to solve these prob-
i space, and t; .ttcC {fm Interstellar ‘Smdzes considers how human societies would exist
ents 0;1 e Ezrt;:;edf?; ASUUL:!DI()&')" works to understand ‘life in extreme environ-
beyond Farth? eyond’, which may also answer the question: Is there life
But th i
differeicz;?)zi;iz:ﬁ:é c:utcome ﬁtorn rt?cent science is to show that the genetic
1 modern humans almozt are nllargmal. Evolutionary theorists now conclude that
istinct peoples, such as P :Izrtta}]r%ly have genetic roots in Africa.'” Even culturally
conflicts are war’s e s‘xmansi and' Jews, share a genetic heritage.'™ Their
hare common thoueht or agined histories. Neuroscience shows not only that we
common way. Sdegn CEI? oclesses, but 'that‘ our brain addresses world problems in a
to animals?”’; A court rulls . S(; UﬂdErpmm-n g an extension of human inclusiveness
‘mon-human persons’ andH}l]g TOm .Argentma, in 2014, concluded orangutans are
that we share 980 f, ave ba5'1c rights to freedom. However although it seems
% of our genes with chimpanzees, Steve Jones provides a reality

18( l\ e E}[ O S]ia[E Ell)()ut .‘.)() (VRSN S)
; 1 d N

2.2 Places

‘Humanitv i . - .

b anic?; hls.demdedly a t.erntonal species... Territorial expansion and defence b
oot & Oe;r Vr\ljl_oden?(c:quwalents the nation states is a cultural universal’ concludez
. . ! i :

DCgs B0 thllson: : Theories of place (a specific space) consider: the creation
O mar i e legitimacy of claims to land, international organizations, non
] 0 . - . ! )
bistorici u;; commons. In practice, claims to territory reflect three justifications:
o give, . s ours because we've always lived here” — passive, “It's ours because we;

n it” — or imperialist, “It's ours b it
© gl ! , Y ecause we took it.” A sens i i
po(l;tlc;zed by demonizing the peoples of other places " o temony
eography e i iti I
Eumpg gé)oyr ;x}p.lorles the physical and political characteristics of territories.'®® In
o aspécts g t-I; 1;(:51 methods emerged in the 3rd century BC, and focused on physi
until the 19th century. Islands we : ,
: . re probably the first pl
sense of territory on a lar . e o et
ge scale. Elsewhere, borders <
e ‘ ere, were marked by physical features
Sy ers and mounta-ms. Boundaries subsequently became political rather th
constructs, and diverse ‘geographies’ have emerged.' -
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castles expanded into walled city states — Ur, Uruk,
d 400-500BC. From the 7th century BC,

e the emergent states of the
110

In continental regions,
Canaan. Linked city states appeared aroun
the Great Wall of China evolved apparently to enclos
Chinese Empire. Present-day city states include Monaco, Singapore, the Vatican,

and arguably Pyongyang. Walls remain significant in constructing cities and

state territory.

City states often m
Holy, Roman ar 2 true Empire
Imperial Cities'. Powerful rulers controlled their
subordinates — fiefdonts to warriors, principalities to fami
to religious leaders. Fxpansionism entailed moving borders forward into other
lands, as did China. The ancient Chinese name for the Roman Empire was Dagin
(KE) - Da suggesting that the Roman Empire was part of the extended ‘greater’

Qin state.'!

But as maritime technology improv
colonies, as did Portugal, Spain, Holland
by exporting surplus citizens. Britain was still exporting i
its former colomnies in the 1970s. But colonial theory was not an invention of the
Renaissance FEuropeans. Plato’s vision of a Republic and its Laws envisaged a state from
which any ‘surplus’ person could simply be exported to the ‘colonies’ — albeit, ‘with
mutual goodwill between the emigrants and their mother-city’.'*

Postcolonial writers expiain how colonizers legitimized colonial rul
collusion with missionaries and anthropologists,'** and abused indigenous peoples
particularly through slavery.''® Franz Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth'® and Edwar
Said’s Orientalisi are seminal postcolonial texts.!? Conversely, Occidentalisin consid
1. 118 Neocolonial theories
nfluences to prelong their power.'*® This con
ch as America and the LU, Y0 an
n.:2! The concept of so

erged into empires. The Holy Roman Empire (which was not
y comprised a string of self-ruling, but loyal, ‘Free
domains by giving land to loyal
ly members and bishoprics

ed, strong navies appropriated distant
and England. These were often populated
ts unwanted children to

g,'¥ includin

ers the view of ‘the Wes
economic, commercial and political 1
tinues in the form of soft power, by superpowers su
China’s international activities provide a further dimensio
power was originally Chinese — /i (soft) versus fa (hard).'*
Early nations originally comprised people of the same ethnic group, but wer
not always confined within territorial bordess.'? But the concept of ‘nation’ is ne
tably the Dutch East Indig Company, tried to claim the rights
by making laws and signing treaties. Many national claims
d’ 1% and conflated with religion.'* Muslims still tatk o
ng the world community of Islamic peopl ;
hat is the legitimacy of the Islamic State

precise. Companies, no
and power of nations,
are ‘invented’,' or ‘imagine
their ‘nation’ or Unumnah (YY), as meani
who are united by a common history. W
(ISIL, 1S18)?

Large historical popul
of being civilizational states.’” In Europe,
usually attributed to the Treaties of Westphalia (1648
but they provided the bases for the Congress of Viennd (Wie

ations — Egypt, India, China — claim sovereignty on the basis
the affirmation of the sovereign state is
). These were largely symbolic, "
ner Kongress) (18141815
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- stotus. sembly, which set a precedent for Palestine to gain the same

 precedent.
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nizes around 193 tmember’ states, two ‘observer’
ted. The territories of discontiguons states -
d the USA - are divided by land claimed
ubbed collapsed states, 't fragile states, '

The United Nations (UN) recog
and 11 ‘other’, but many aré dispu
Angola, Argentina, Palestine, Croatia an

by other nations. Some regimes have been d
or failed states but the last has no meaning in international law, and seems to have

come from the CIA State Failure Tusk Force. The UN programme o1l Sinall Istand
Developing States (S1IDS) is increasingly relevant in the context of sea level rise and
other changes."® Protectorates afe small countries that have political and military
protection by larger countries, in return for political favours.'! Attempts to legiti-
mize these lands include spurious explorers and dubious coats of arms (Figure 2.5).
Wikipedia provides Lists of countries and territories and a List of national institutions

and symbols.

The “Falkland lslands” arms, created by
the British government in 1948.

Sir Francis Drake's arms, bestowed by Queen
Elizabeth | in1582.

—

A sea captain of Queen Elizabeth |, John Davis, is said to have “discovered” the Islas Malvinas
in 1582, But there is litle evidence about his existence or voyage. The (British) Falklands’ coat of
arms reflacts that of Francis Drake, but it was onty created in 1948.

Calling the Falklands, a ‘British Overseas Terrilory, strengthens the British claim to the nearby
‘British Antarclic Territories. But {his is also disputed because the Antarctic Treaty (1958), signed
by Britain, precludes sovereignty righis. The British government renamed the Antarctic region
‘Queen Elizabeth Land' in 2012, akter Queen Efizabeth 11, and labelled i a ‘British Overseas
Tersitory’ on government maps. These claims are therefore spurlous.

L

Figure 2.5 Legitimizing overseas territories
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T . . _
nhze ;rliatlon of nation states also created stateless peoples, who have been rec
ognize i = :
Cim”ﬁmiflzhle I}IN sm]ce 1954."* Some are considered to be refugees under the UN
? elating to the Status of Refugees (1951). Envi i
Rela ; . Environmental refugees are
aspect, which is not formalized.'** Di i ccognized
. iscussions alse continue about un i
pect, h s | : recognized
st Otes r‘rc;n rmtron'staies, non-self-governing territories and stafeless nations - t‘thnic
i;r }ips with no territory which claim the status of ‘nation’."** The International Romari
o illi
. represents 12 million people, talks of becoming a ‘non-territorial nation' with
its own government and court. -
Th . . . .
o e f’onu;ents are usually divided into Asia, Africa, North America, South America
arctica, Europe and Australia. But Eur i '
. lurope and Asia are sometim i
paen fa. es called Eurasia.
m:_,; n can n.faean small local districts and prefectures, or large land masses embracing
ANy Cou i i i
oo I}JIS anr;tr(l:es. T(?e [;[;C delineates — Africa, Asia, Furope, Latin America, Middle Bast
anada. The UN M.49 codes compri i i : '
- prise nine regions (including !
the U8 2 Ul “ : g ‘world
; ub regi'ons, for administrative and statistical purposes (Figure 2.6).'% UNS’[‘AT).‘";
a sc-> use:s rIE:g1ona1 categorizations based on development - ‘developed and developing
regions’, ‘least developed countries’, ‘1 \
, ‘landlocked developing countries’, i
, 1ea es
developing states” and ‘transition countries’. : el

Europe

Northern Europe
Western Eurape
Eastern Europe
Southem Europe

Americas Asia
Central Asia
Waestern Asia
Eastern Asia

Souih-Eastern Asia
Southern Asia

" Northern -
.. America -
_ C-‘a_fea_nland'

- Latin America

Africa

Nerthern Africa
Western Africa
Eastern Africa
Middle Africa
Southern Africa

.-!'and the
Ocaania
Melanesia
Micronesia
Palynesia
Australia
New Zealand

... Central America
- South America -,

Figure 2.6 The UN regions
Source: UNSTATS
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Political regions comprise groups of nations with shared economic and politi-
cal interests — the Europeai Union {EU), African Union (AU), Union of South Ammericarn
Nations (UNASUR), Andean Connmunity of Nations (CAN) and Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The Conunonwealth (of Nations) 1s united by a common his-
tory of British colonial rule. Similarly, the Conunonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
{Conpysectso HeszaBHCHMBIX TI'ocyaapers, CHI) comprises former Soviet Republics.

Academics also use groupings based on shared culture - MENA (Middle East North

Africa), WANA {(West Asia and North Africa), NAWA (North Africa-West Asia). The

innovative EC concept of Euroregions describes contiguous of non-contiguous areas,
fishing stocks, or eco-

based on common interests — environmental problems,
nomic development.”® The United Nations University Institute on Comparative Regional
Integration Studies (UNU — CRIS) develops regional analysis."’ .

The concept of global commons extends the tradition of common land to areas
of the Earth and its biosphere (C10.5), as discussed by the Coalition for the Global
Commons, and is acquiring meaning in international law.1*® Agreements about the use
of cyberspace,* and the exploitation of minerals on asteroids!™ and other planets ate

becoming significant. A prognosis by cos
territorial claims may evolve in the future:

f the human race must be In space..it will be dif-
Earth in the next hundred years, tet alone tha
't have all its eggs in one basket, or

I believe that the long-term future ©
ficult enough to avoid disaster on planet
next thousand, or million. The human race shouldn

on one planet.*®
Without knowing of Hawking, ‘draw and tell’ research showed this was already in the
minds of Chinese children, in 2010.

2.3 Systems

The history of international syste
often forgotten.'* The idea of forming ‘the virtuous and good men of all nations int
a regular body, to be
Frapklin, in 1731.'% Kant proposed a 'General Congress of Nations' in Perpetual Peac
{1795). The Vienna Surmnit (1815) wied to establish permanent institutions acros
Europe.'®* A little-known American Consul to England, Elihu Burritt (the ‘learne
blacksmith’), organized the International Conference of the Friends of Peace in Brussel
in 1848,'% and spoke at similar conferences in Paris chaired by Victor Hugo (1849)
Frankfurt (1850} and London (1851) (Figure 2.7}. The website provides a brief histor

of international organizations.

mologist Stephen Hawking indicates how

ms is confusing, and significant innovations are. .

govern'd by suitable good and wise rules’, came from Benjamir ‘
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Iréaé‘:;ta;?ot’_ltzm:_lsee:i?:mbly a prag?sition [for]...a Congress and High Court of Nations for the
rcourse and for the adjustment of the difficulti i i

: t rse the iculties which may arise bet
them, according 1o the principles of justice embodied in a weli-defined code Gfxi(nternationv:Ialear\]N

The measure proposed is not American, either in crigin or ar

| ure p ) , gument. It had take

:;lgiaﬂ?::; i‘IT;IVI;I'd bl:.tfcre America was discovered as a world or born as a nationﬁ.%?;g?dzr;d;?rm

i [Amun.d.é;;]om; down to us....through Egyptians and Persians, through Greeks and

convocatic;rs and establisharlﬂerrftn c(:? aa;:ZZ[Ii:ﬂe?rr:\;ct}ir;{nzr;tg:fnda}e e e

s\;rjyé trj;ognlsed kingdlom or Govgrnment in this world — a bc‘:él;/: ?vnljl:?:%Svigl.?{i:lan;etpcﬁfe;éame o
aurt of Eqmty and Arbitration, but also as a standing conventi s 0 projec

and propose great international works of improvement. on or eongress fo project

Elihu Burrilt, Speech at the Peace Congress at Frankfurt,
24 August 1850

Figure 2.7 Elihu Burritt and a Congress of Nations

Bartlett, E.5. (1897) ‘Bl e e 1
r 5. (1897) ‘Elilu Burritt ~ The learned Blacksmith’, New Eugland Mogazine, june, XVI(4): 386

Withinlthe United Nations (UN},'* organizations have differing status and abiliti
to create international agreements (Figure 2.8}, The Security Council has (the rr1 ltlES
power, _but its legitimacy is questioned. The General Asse;:zl;lj-' deals more de o es't
cally m.nt!.l world issues, but its decisions are less binding, The UN Interrmtic:n Olczatlﬂ
fumn.usswu is the main authority, the system is explained on the UN Inte::i:ﬁo::;
T;rlx‘; ;;tts;,:;i i:);:;il:zr::; Ccan be fOLlI“lCl through the UN Docurnentation Researcl Guide.
sociationt provides professional insights including press analysis.

International law' is ; .
is not easy to define, and law internationalizes in different ways:

° IIT‘IL;'Z:Z(ZI:P”BII cogrt'charters and decisions at the International Court of Justice (1CJ}

. Interna ;?;auinmfgal lCourt (ICC) and European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) r
: and sister organization (J j i

(treaties, conventions, trade rules}). us gentium) agreements among nations

« bilateral (jus inter gentes)
agreemen i
extradition). g ts between nations (ODA, border agreements,

« regional human rights and law (EU, AU, CIS).

o IHCOlpOJatrOH o] ] tEII EI‘CIO ]al agl eements into 1atior aE ia‘N (to tu g, Ccg Upt 0”,
-
]“J nan lg tS). | |

»  nati its jurisdicti
ional law that extends its jurisdiction to create international reach (international

paedophiles, abuse of vul i
iy e nerable people, poliution abroad, the US 1789 Alien Tort

Ameri . . .
mvar'lca argues that it creates infernational doctrine through unilateral acts such as the
Othesmn of Iraq, the extra-judical killing of Osama bin Laden and use of drones iﬁ
. . . e
. countries. Ur‘lderstandmg the differing legal traditions helps to understand the
guments about differing cultural perspectives. ™
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UN
Charter

(1945)

Qther
charters
and constitutions

UN organizations
Binding on organizations

Resolutions

Any UN body ‘
Security Council - generally hinding
General Assembly — generally no
binding
Other — moral obfigation

Conventions

UN organizations
Binding on states that ratify

Treatles, agreemenis
Bilateral or multilateral among states or
international organizations
Binding on signatories

Declarations

UN organizations, conferences ]
Moral obiigation, especially on signatories

Statements, frameworks for action, etc.
LIN organizations, conferences . . .
Moral obligation, gspecially on signatories. Informs nationai policy. |

Figure 2.8 The status of UN codes

160 [t is ieithel
1 interest
s stat

emocratic, and its future form is not certain.
and its decisions are limited by the nationa
has difficulty addressing many issues, such a
s for UN reform,'®* and the Centre for UN Refort

The UN is only partially d
truly international nor global,
of the member states. It therefore
crime. ¢! There are ongoing argument
provides information and a non~st1;;te view. '

i slobalization describe systems .
anrlczlh::;rlsst(:)f :ranscend national boundaries — communications, economic, trad

arts, politics.’®® But these systems usually only affect sectors of the world populatio
(often the richest) and are usually legally based in

nations. So far, there are 0
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global governments, banks, courts, or companies which completely transcend
nations, Gordon Mathews argues that low end globalization — the trade in cheap,
'knock off goods’, mainly from China - is the real driver of global change because
the effect percolates into the masses in less wealthy couniries.'™ Emerging global
governance'™ arises from agreements about global problems such as climate
change'®® and justice.’” Infernational civil servants'™ have a small but significant
degree of autonomy. UN organizations demonstrate limited global powers indepen-
dently of nations.'® The INGQs, '™ social movements'”! and an ‘international’'’? or
tglobal’'"* civil society'’ all contribute to developing international ethics'’® and global
gthics, 17

The global or ntman security framewozk provides a basis to study international sys-
tems and conceptualize the relationships between them, in terms of:'"”?

» political violence — the use of power, through ‘soft’ influence or *hard’ military force,
by nations.

« development - the creation of resources and services to sustain hurnan wellbeing,
including humanitarian assistance in response to emergencies.

« environment - the benefits and limits of natural resources.

Across which theories consider Inunan dimensions, agency and institutions. '’

This framework is reflected in international agreements. The Helsinki Final Act,
among the 57 states of the Organization for Security Co-operation (OSCE), covers
politico-military, economic and environmental, and human aspects of security,
including ‘arms control, confidence and security-building measures, human rights,
national minorities, democratization, policing strategies, counter-terrorism and
economic and environmental activities’. This new security framework encourages
analysis across relevant areas, for example understanding how water resources are
conistrained by environmental factors, and that if disputes are not resolved, violence
may result.

2.3.1 Political violence

International relations (IR) constructs, describes and studies the bilateral and tmlti-
lateral systems and their interactions across national borders, principally about peace
and security, trade and cultural activities.'”* Although IR methods have traditionally
been based on history, history is, as A.J.P. Taylor points out, just ‘a version of events’,!®
At present the prevailing ‘version’ within IR is European-American, and asserted, as
Wilkinson explains:

The main schools of general theory of international relations (IR) are not proven in any
scientific sense: rather they constitute ways of perceiving international relations, meta-
phors or models which appeal to their adherents because that is the way they prefer to
view the world. 18!
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And the underlying problem is seen as methodological:

v valid ways o praduce knowiedge. The field of

There are many different scientificall
ser attention to these methodological differences,

International Relations should pay clo
and to their implications for concrete research on world politics. ™™

Much of the literature is based on an assumption that the purpose of IR theorization

is to defend the “west against the rest”.
The criticisms are that IR processes are rarely democratic,
hics,'** do not recognize increasing ccosmopoli’canism,“55 do not

on international et
include global issues such as health®™® and gender,' lack a self-critical refiexive per-
han other fields of study."

spective, ™ and it has been a Jess international approach t
Lewis Fry Richardson provided a rare example of a ndn—partisan empirical attempt
to measure the causes of war and conditions of peace, through differential equations
and probability theory."™ IR theories need to be viewed critically and developed from
ons, rather than a defensive befween nations, perspec-

13 gre not fully based

an evidence-based antong nati

tive. Methods are evolving.™
In traditional European-American discourse, there are two main approaches: real-
.. neoclassical-) and idealism (rationalist, liberal,

ism (classical-, 1eo-, offensive-, defensive-,
neoliberal). Recent theories blur the distinction and merge ideas from both approaches,
ractice, IR is often based on expedi-

for example liberal realism (English School). In p

ency and ‘muddle through' policy.
Realism (power politics) is associated with Machiavelli’s The Prince (1513} and

Hobbes’ Leviatiuu {1651). But there are earlier examples from outside Europe. Within
Hindu tradition, Chanakya (circa 350-283BC), a professor at Takshashila University
and Prime Minister of the Mauri Empire (India), is attributed with compiling the
Arthashastra (“The science of politics’), which represents a realist manual for auto-
crats.!”? The German term realpotitik originaily meant well-focused policies that were
likely to succeed, and the meaning was not intrinsically negative. Structural realism
proposes that the dynamics of the world system, principally the relative power O
states, more often determiines political acts and policies.!* Neoreafisni also sees secu:
rity as paramount, but points to the changes in a globalizing world, and that states ar
no longer the sole, or most powerful, international actors. Neofiberalist writers argue
on the basis of methodologies such as gatie theory, that states should aim for absoluts
gains — a win-win among nations — not just relative gains to enhance one nation a

the expense of others.™

The underlying realist assumptio

innocent” of actions that are pote
“lhome" state, and that the worid would become anarchical without forceful nation

stances.t”s Much of the realist debate depends on an ‘ontology of anarchy’, "¢ (Figuz
1.2) which reflects the old ‘madness of crowds’ ideologies (above), scaled up to appi
to a global population. Do power elites maintain fear in order to maintain the
contral? The threats may change their persona — barbarians,"’ religions, nationalisi

s are that other states are “guilty until prove
ntially hostile to the national interests of th
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cuits, terrorism, cyber-war, environmental and other liberal concerns'®® — but publi
fear has often been deployed to make the masses easy to govern. Military Keynesinfsrl )
argues that politicians use wars to pump money into their faltering eco;komies 189 z
into their own pockets. Is perpetual war, in some form, necessary t; all forms !f o
orde.r? George Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-Four provides the most famous e‘i')p;ioérj‘("i’
x g f ) !
P:;tl Cllxzv eaag:her writings he questioned the concept of anarchy, and invented the term

;.rl]c;c:;::,g battt?e wodrld as a whole, the drift for many decades has been not towards
ut towards the reimposition of slavery. We i
. may be heading not f -
eral breakdown but for an e i < auty
poch as horribly stable as the slave i iqui
[T]hat is, the kind of world-view, the ki i euctors that won
. ind of beliefs, and the social struct
probably prevail in a state which was at on : et <tate
ce unco i
et b it e rerefbore 20 nquerable and in a permanent state

' Idealism (utopianism) is based more on moral values and international law, and
is reflected in ideas such as ethical foreign policy. Realist critiques argue that the "danl
ist approach ignores “what was and is” (the posifivist view), and emphasize "1 (;]a -
pught to be” (the normative view), Functionalist perspectives ’arose mi§-90th s "t" )
and saw the common interests of states and non-state entities as of incr;asin ‘_311 o
tance.2? Negfunctionalisin returned towards a realist view, and argued for intt;g HHPOP
rathE]E than unification, within international systems.”™ Neo-Gramscian f;:m’
ej‘{amme power relations more historically, in terms of agency and structure wgisij
circummvents the realist versus stalemate.® Nation states are significant bu; 50 :
ma.ny other non-state actors, particularly economic institutions and [JNGO arg
regiine theory argues that cooperation between non-state entities influences h e
operate.™™ Neoliberalisim provides a more inclusive approach which buildsow Stétes
ques.tions, the traditional realist—idealist dichotomy.? o and
'Dlpiomacy should enable ‘states to secure the objectives of their foreign polici
u‘rzthout re:fort to force, propaganda, or law’.*” The continued use of theD terpn? I‘E(I:)ers
:15(1) pofh(;y, and not ’mte.mational po‘licy’, by nations reflects the ongoing adversarial
: 50 . iplomacy. Theories of state diplomacy are also being used by others who work
lcr;t;mahc?zlaily anFi cross-c.l'lltu.rally within states — INGOs, finandiers, tourist companies,
merc.1 gegonatf)rs. Skills include: negotiation, contlict resolution and cross-cultural
;?sr:ur?;l;l:a;zi; tx;’hlchc agla used f?r pre-negotiations (talks about talks), around the table
i TEChn; .ues o élr}lmo 1P.10ma.t1c mor_ne?ltum, packaging agreements and following
o agr‘c:eqmem ! as cc-msmrctwe‘ af'nblgmr}f avoid contentious specifics until there is
e e ,OV: out alfns. Mediation among nations is increasingly important, and
o e thi, Y gx?tr.nem;s and nox.l-state actors.”™ Strategic moral diplomacy moves for-
e o umvere;e} tlzna adversjanai styl_e Ell’lld encourages diplomats to acknowledge
vt e a‘:j uI_ldf?rpm's the V?tai interests of others, which is especially rel-
g o .SOCial nimmal? 51lrmfar. 1deolc.>g1es. are factors.*™ Public diplommacy, through a
oot dq)mmal;g, is (')f mcreasm.g 1mp.ortance, as is adiural diplomacy (above),
v provides new dimensions.**
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Diplomacy often involves trade-offs ("if you do this, we'll do that"), but also tries to
find coincidences of interest. Water shortages in West Asia and North Africa, which are
more important than minor ethnic disagreements, can provide a basis for agreements
and systems around which other issues can also be resolved. But alliances can be sur-
prising. In 2013, a declaration proposed by the UN Conunissioit on the Status of Womten,
to end violence against women and girls, was opposed by Vatican City, fran, Russia and
Egypt. A year earlier, when Germany proposed banning circumcision on the grounds
of child abuse, Muslims and Jews joined together to object. The old quip that diplomats f

are “senit to lie abroad for their country” has taken on renewed meaning in the light of -
Wikileaks, 2" and the fndependent Diplomat site provides interesting insights. .
Regional collective defence agreements are based on the idea that an attack on one
country would be treated as an attack on all. The Nortli Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATQ) is probably the most active, and the NGO Nato Watch provides critical per- :
spectives, The Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Tratado Interanericario de o
Asistencia Reciproca — TIAR) is based on a ‘hemispheric defence’ doctrine across the
Americas. The Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) (Opramusatia Horosopa o
Konnexruexoil Besoracrocrn Organizatsiya Dogovora o Kollektivnoy Bezopasnosti)
has similar aims for Central Asia, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
( i fE4ER) links China and Central Asia, and also fosters economic and cultural
interaction. The Community of the Sahel-Sahara States (CEN-SAD) demonstrates that.
collective security now includes environmental threats, such as desertification. :
The idea of a security regime may be agreed by non-allied countries, such as the US:
and USSR during the Cold War*"* The League of Nations {above) formalized the idea
of international collective defence, and the UN Charter provides for collective military’
action, if agreed by the Security Coungil. Difficulties arise when a nation is in more thamn
one organization. When Argentina tried to liberate the Falklands (1982}, should the US;
have assisted its NATO ally, Britain, or its TIAR ally, Argentina? But perhaps the untidy
plurality of regional defence alliances prevents a major war between powet blocs. The
significant hypothetical question is, would any form of attack lead to an agreement'
about collective action from the whole world? What if hostile aliens landed? :
Traditional conflict resolution methods assume symmetry in the type of violence used
in international aggression, but asymmetrical relations and conflicts can be much
fharder to conceptualize and resolve. This was foreseen by George Orwell in 1945:

:

A complex weapon makes the strong stronger, while a simple weapon - 0 long as there
is no answer to It — gives claws to the weak...But [recently] every development in mii-
tary technigque has favoured the State as against the individual, and the industrialised
country as against the backward one...

The one thing that might reverse it is the discovery of a weapon — OF to put it more
broadly, of a method of fighting — not dependent on huge concentrations of industrial

plant.**
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Digital power groups, such as Luiz Security and Syria Electronic Army, challenge state
systems and other digital power elites through hacking and disruptil;g or anigzati .
such as the CIA.?" Cyber-war could include attacks on hospitals, water SE lies Onci
other vulnerable entities of the high-tech nations. But it could E’IISO be a prg rresj‘z

revultionary force against tyrannical regimes which, from some perspecti’es& mi lhi
include the US. Nye explores the changing role of technology in state power s N . I
robotic weaponry®!® — Ummnaned Combat Aerial Vehicles (U(?AV) ‘Drones’ - n‘la cs -

new dilemmas, particularly Lethal Auwfonomous Robots (LAU). These couldy ’tr;tﬁ
and recognize non-cooperative targets (people of interest) in urban or rural envit

27 :
ronm-ents’, through ‘Future Attribute Screening Technology” which could detect
‘mal-intent’ such as terrorist activities.*®

R thinking _z_on'é: would killer robots
o | ' 'start a war?.
- killer robots

Smart weapons are now able to take autonomous decisions to kiil human beings. with-

S out any control by a human being. Some can “eat” bi i
power themselves, g n “eat” bio matter to provide energy to

“war law

o Killer robets could also be pragrammed to obey the intefnatioﬁal agreements about war.
7 80

: - o wouid killer robots ever start a war?

WOUEd their autonomous dECSD 5
| be bEttEl ar waorse tha d 3
ecisions ade by

» ;night they decide to wipe cut all humans on the basis of 'pre-emptive action/,
ecause we threaten to destroy the planet? If so, would that be ethical? '

fSearch: Nobel Women's Initiative. Jod i i
. . y WiltHams. Killer robots.
L .{See: film, WALL-E, 2008.1 o]

2.3.2 Development

?hort-term i?umanitarian assistance®!? follows wars, disasters and emergencies, which
;!;t:(riu},)f o1 tm?ede develf?pment. This reflects the work of the Infernational Conunittee
v ie ‘\.Ld Cross (ICRC) since 1863. The concept of neutrality has been central to
an‘; thl::g ;zatlle Rtjt”([] Cross to provide assistance quickly and equitably during wars
o other 5 erls. .There. was an assumptl‘on that assistance should cease as soon

possible to avoid disrupting local economies and cultural systems. The UN Office




44 Understanding warld research

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs {OCHA) now coordinates international
humanitarian responses to avoid duplication of effort or significant gaps in assistance.

v emergencies describes the compounding factors of natural and

The term corples
human-made threats and vulnerabilities,' such as the damage to a nuclear power
in 2011, and the cross-border nature of

station by a tsunami at Fukushima (Japan)

disasters.2 There are no finite definitions of what constitutes an emergency or disas-
ter — should it be above a certain size, speed or complexity? Consequently, the level,
or absence, of responses is often politicai rather than needs-based.?* Individual and

ctive resilience is often stressed to redress the impression that people are simply
econstruction and res-

AT

colle
helpless victims of emergencies.” Words such as rehabilitation, 1
em from the postwar reconstruction in Europe
(see below) where the aim was éiearly to return nations to their former condition. In -
present-day emergencies, basing a response on a return to a former condition is often
less straightforward.>* Arguably, many humanitarian organizations now function as
businesses.”¢ The Humarifarian Futures Programme provides wide-ranging discussion
of developments. _
lopment assistance, {0 reduce poverty, was initially -

Longer term economic deve
conceived to reconstruct Lurope after world War 11, The Marshall Plan was quickly
he so-called Third World countries,

successful, and the concept was then applied to t

mainly the former European colonies. Farly theories reflected a modernization view |
of development, which was often inappropriate elsewhere, and did not question the |
assumption that the development of non-industrialized countries could be achieved
in the same way as the reconstruction of industrial European countries. The ethics of
Overseas Development Assistarice (ODA) has to balance helping others in other cour
tries, and helping people at home. Peter Singer framed the argument in 1972

toration are also common. But these st

_there is a conditional duty “to prevent what is bad, and to promote what is good...[but]
only when we can do it without sacrificing anything that is, from the moral point of view,

bly important”, This ethic should take “no account of proximity or distance™. Itis

compara
therefore a duty to prevent people starving in another country, but not if our “immediate
227

group” - family and friends - starves as a consequence,™
But that does not consider the complicated ethics of the relationship between dono
and recipient.

Bilateral ai
the Cold War powers to gain allies around the world. Aid was usua

and tied through agreements to buy goods and services from the donor countries.
Dependency theories argued that the less powerful countries were being made reliant
on the powerful nations, but a few countries, including Tanzania and North Korea,
proposed that self-reliance was important. Often funds were wasted or usurped by Cof:
rupt politicians.™ Multilateral agencies, such as the World Bank, only started to insist
on accountability for the money they were spending at the end of the Cold War aft i
1989.22¢ Structural adjustment programimes then aimed to create stricter controls ar
better governance, but often made the daily lives of poor people worse.

d - ODA from wealthy to less wealthy countries — became a tool oiE
Wy conditional

R
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The differing donor rationales for aid are rooted in national interests, H S
Truman set the ethos of European-American ODA in 1949.%° Less is khg);wna;;y .'
Sovu?t motivation, for example In Afghanistan.®® But by 1994, Soviet premier Bc()) ‘%t
Yeltsin was planning a Russian Agency for Intermational (.faupercr’ﬁon arrd Develop U:
and Russian ideas became more tangible in 2007 in the Ministry of Foreign IA’””f ;
paper *.Russia's participation in international development assistance”.** Otlﬁer B’Z?gé
countries are evolving similar plans. China’s large-scale assistance is .not in the {
of traditional ODA, and Euro-American writers often conclude that the Chinesee (:rm
ernment provides finance in return for promises to support China in UN discu %OV"
about Taiwan and other contested claims, the long-term lease of agricultural lan:ISIoncsl
Zf:zss 20 minelzs ax};l other respurces.* In 2011, the Chinese government explainéc??ts
thmgpa sngzt;xgin Ch\/:i.hatever the rhetoric, it is clear that in ODA, “there is no such

Assessments of donor confributions are also problematic,® and politicized. It i
often unclear whether or not military aid is included, and aid ;5 increasingl s lcj
to remedy the impacts of military interventions, as in Iraq and Afghanistaéjny o
achieve NATO security goals, as in Pakistan. Levels of ODA are compiled l;or ktlo
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD.?* This index 011)11 i }lf EI .
official government donations which promote economic deveiopmént anydlilv((:al? .
or loans on reduced terms, for DAC members. Private donations are excluded angr'el
2009 the top donor countries, in absolute amounts, were: the USA, France, G ' v
th.e UK, Japan and Spain. But if calculated as a percentage of Gross; Nation,al frirclz)any’
this becomes: Sweden, Norway, Luxembourg, Denmark, the Netherlands and S n'}e,
And if 'figures ‘from Global Humanitarian Assistance {(2010) are used, which incﬁla(;gs.
Zzzr;téf:ho;;;f;:gm DAC, the top six are: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Russia, India

Many UN erganizations contribute to development, and there is considerable
S;Si?g, a;lznti ;lr:gezz Development concerns reflect the usual public services of any
untry, here. e'many common cross-cutting issues such as gender™* and dis-

E}bﬂ.lty.”‘ ? The justifications for Education for All (EFA) include econo;lic-b'as df
capital theories, which see universal education and skills training as the (kee t”””““
erty reduction. The EFA Global Monitoring Report provides asse:sments B};tcisp‘?ge-
g:iaps:: e(;fl Iflciu;i‘:z;loo?iy to improve employability, or is it a basic human right
oo e (3); e u coTnes depend mor'e .on economic contexts than individual
o oeme C,[ ot andessegt:al t(? erlléurilpf}sztwe :s‘m-vivm‘ and furman security?* How
st ;e dressl %onﬂrct,- @cludmg extresnism?2 Perpetration theory
P (W)I; o olsdoc 11Iciren.ph.y‘s1cai 'ancE mental harm.*** The World Health
e de‘issesses an'd prioritizes Trztemalform! health demands™ - the
ey nectious 1ie?sies, remfstance to antibiotics, cheap generic drugs for HIV/
imer;mﬁonal ron ental health tmpactf ,Of war — which often requires complicated
- Sucg : T{fants:l Glo.bal health™s 'and global public healti® consider world
ot s Steh s h est‘y e diseases {obesity, diabetes, alcoholism), genetics®” and
pacts from environmental change.?*® The UN and World Intellectual Property
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Organization (WIPO) and the World Trade Organization (WTQ) work to get agreerments
about the development implications of intellectual property,®” including pharma-
ceuticals,®® and the patenting of traditional knowledge and resources by powerful
organizations.”! Demographic and lifestyle changes increase the need to consider
energy and resource security - including oil,** land** and food® — in relation to
demand, concentrated production, new producers, new interdependerncies, nNew
consumers, short-term flashpoints, policy choice matters and long-term instabilities.
The UN-Tntdustrial Developnent Organization {UNIDQ) assesses mined resources and
utilities,?ss which are often overlooked within development studies, The Resources
Futures website provides visual data,® and the BBC Global Resources Stock Check an g

overview.. ... ..
Since, 1990, European and American doners have emphasized improving democ-

racy and governance through capacity building in ministries, including anti-corruption
and accountability systems.** But this often means the imposition of western-style .
voting and other systems, and does not account for the fact that ‘dernocracy’ simply
means ‘government by the people’, not necessarily a European-style voting system. :
This can be achieved in many ways, for example, in Japan, by consensus - goi means
a ‘putting’ + ‘together’ of ‘opinions’.** What would happen if a ‘democratic’ coun- -
try agreed to be undemocratic through dermocratic processes? Of young people in
Pakistan, a 2013 study found that 299 believed in democracy as the best political
system, 32% preferred military rule, and 38% Sharia law.** Many aspects of imposed-
governance are not truly democratic, for example the creation of constitutions. In:
contrast, in 2012, Iceland became the first country to ‘crowdsource’ its new constitu-i
tion through Twitter and Facebook (C6.4). :
Small countries often provide interesting models. Iceland claims the oldest parlia-;
ment in the world, and the Isle of Man's Tynwald is the world’s oldest continuous
parliament, existing since 979AD. The International Institufe for Democracy atid Electoral;
Assistarce has excellent materials about differing democratic systems across the world.
China's recent involvement in international development questions the idea of inter-
vention in the governance of countries (above), and this new resouree diplomacy.
does not fit the prevailing Furopean-American models. '
Traditional models for delivering aid reflect polarized top-down versus bottom-up
approaches.* Prescriptive policies argue for a staged approach based on the historf/ "
of Euro-American progress, moving through agricultural development, industrial
and technological improvement, to modernity.2 This entails involving govern:
ments, and research about capacity building in minjstries to ensure there is ability -
to ‘absorb’ aid efficiently.? Conversely, perspectives that advocate channelling aid
to local people and NGO projects, and avoiding government interference, are st :
ally based on participatory needs assessment research about the micro-problems ¢

o1 Strategies such as microfinance — notably the Grameen Bark — aim

poor people.?
to empower poor people. Encouraging local initiatives is becoming more signif
265 and the Global Entrepreneurshi

cant, for example within the context of atrocities,

260
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a‘nd Development Iindex provides ways to assess local business endeavours.® Put o
simply by a British official from UKAID the broad decision is ‘whether tc.} ive aiiltc;re
:ul).ney to governments and later wondering where the money has gone,gor to ﬂylz
Wi:l;c;:pttg; (1::211'1 1;;(; ;ﬂéziethmwmg dollar notes out of the back, and later wondering
Assessing the impact and effectiveniess of aid depends on whether the criteri
are ‘hflmanitarian aims - alleviating poverty, improving justice, ensuring enc;::
paztlm.pation - or political aims - gaining allies, improving trad;: power {:)Vger T
materials. Unsusprisingly, some analysts conclude that devt;eiopm(’ent theories 1 e
been flawed,?” and ODA is ineffective or harmful.*® The QECD Paris Decl 1:3 o
on Aid Effectiveness (2005) and the Acera Agenda for Action {2008) provide a ‘;;’I;””
wor.k for the former, and many related approaches, such as the Deveiopmenr Proc fr:—'
project, are intrinsically optimistic. Counterfuctual methodologies ask w.ouid fiiiss .btb
'come have happened had the intervention not been made? Amar’tya Sen talk(:u ;
1mquving capabilities - equitably distributed, ‘substantive freedoms’ such as politi 01
part1c1lpation, and living a full and healthy life. Poverty is measured by thf de o
to Whl?h less wealthy communities can convert natural resources (rubber mineilese
crops) into necessary activities, goods and services (medicines and hos i;als b kl
and schools).* The Human Development Index providés the relevant indlc[;tors’ wgijc}i
try to accommodate social developinent, such as gender equity. The UN Milienniu;
Development Goals (MDG) aimed to set an international political agenda for pov o
reduction,®? but assessments find that economic growth does not intrinsicall prederty
poverty.®! The goals will be reframed as Sustainable Development Goals in 9515 ;ﬁe
MDG Indicators Dashboard provides ongoing MDG data. | o
Development studies comprise many, often conflicting, theories.”® The World
Bank, Development Studies Infernet Resources and British Libmr;’ for Deveiopmeut Stugzje'
(BLD.S} provide access to documentation. The concept of development is still mai IS
associated with less wealthy nations. But, of course, development happens, in d;? ;
ent forms, within all nations. The focus on less wealthy nations mefns t’hat 1 EZ
Ieseath has studied failure rather than success. That approach can be useﬁ;lmlljct
there is also much to be learnt from wealthy countries which demonstrate suclcesL;
ful develf)pment outcomes, such South Korea, which was the world’s second poores’;
lc)(;:gz é:nhilffi. Ths development of China®” should be a major interest, not least
Oon (oo ;l\;v _eploys tlhe lessons from that experience within its own form of
S C.une tiz international ?oncern should be that certain problems of devel-
ol aboun emnor;n i}é Erslsoureesujient 11)1; some places than in others, and that this is not
evddopment . Arguably, the future conceptualization should be global
) I;zterrmtional econontics concerns trade, investment and the monetary system,*¢
agd ;lclz rj:)tll;l;zc ocf Legall’7 am.?l political*™ aspects such as centrally planned econorn'ies
e 0 E'lpSE. I.nch.catc?rs used to measure and compare national economies
ct the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. But this
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is problematic, and technological change provides challenges for traditional e'c'onoimgs.
The distinction between goods and services is increasingly clouded, Eorre:xdmp El: }:
investment in software or systems design which does not show up as pr.odllchon
in standard assessments. Macroeconomic measures, such as Gross DC?IHESHC Product
(GDP) and Gross World Product (GWD), do not show whether wealth is spj;ead elvenl};
among that population. These indicators calculate the measurable. marlxet' value ©
transactions, and count the same cash many times. Microeconomic theorists argue
that these measures ignore significant economic exchanges such as barter trzn-asac:c-1
tions, and feminist theorists point out that non-cash labour, such as housework and £
caring for children and elders, is not valued.*™ . ‘ |
Environmental economists argue similarly that the negative costs of en\{uo?men- .
tal impacts are deemed externalities and ignored (below). The standard %I“ldlcat(};S
measure flows of money but not whether that money addls true value, 15. wast}c:}, _
or simply pays to cogrect avoidable mistakes. In 1850 Bastiat proposed his b;o fc,n .
window fallacy,® which argued that smashing windows could be seen as goo or[
the economy, because of the wealth theoretically 'created’ to mend them. Industria

nd car crashes can all increase GDP as money flows arcund for ¢
oxins (below). Similarly,

pollution, conflicts a
medical costs, legal fees and cleaning up environmental t .
military Keynesianism explains how war can be good for econ01rn'1es (rabove). o
International financial systems are managed by the UN ’sister (Br.eltnn Wouo ,Sl.)l
organizations. The World Bank was originally financing development prcq.ects throug
loans or grants, initially to foster American and European Cold Wz}r alhc?s,lbut soon.
after 1989 it changed its emphasis towards being a ‘knowledge bank pioviding exper—.
tise, advice and resources to improve development. The Asia Developrient Bank (AD]T)
and African Developnient Bank are similar, The International Mumjtary Fund (IMF) poo.s.
at countries with financial problems can fake
Les loans, and the outcomes of con-:
= The more recent World Trade:
d the old General

money from wealthier countries, S0 th
short-term loans, but assessing why countries ta
ditionality and austerity programmes, is complicated.
Organization works to liberalize international trade, a{nd re.pla.ce e
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). It is based on five principles — non- Lsrcnfml-_
nation, reciprocity, binding and enforceable commitments, fransparency ar}d sa etyf
valves' — and has been a focus for activists and protesters, notably at.the Battlelo .
Seattle’ in 1999.24 World systems currently tend towards a neo.h‘bemltst perspectwlg \
which promotes reducing the public sector and increasing the private sector, th;o;jg h
privatization and deregulation, and free trade and open markets ac;:zss the VlVOIL . |
Perceptions of glebal capitalisi scale up state—ba_sed concepts,” and discuss 1 c;
fering versions such as state capitalism in China,*® and why capitalism seemls’ :
work best in ‘western’ countries.” Economists seem to understand global mmketf
convincingly, but not the whole capitalist system. In the wake o-f the f:'olla.pse of tl;z
Soviet Union, Fukuyama erroneously predicted the ‘the end of h1st$y which wou ._
culminate in capitalist liberal democracy across the whole wo.rld.- Mulgan argues
that the balance of predatory and creative mechanisms must be maintained or the forrne:
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dominates through Hllusery financial mechanisms that do not create genuine wealth,
and also make financial risk assessment very difficult. He cites Estonia, Iceland and
Brazil as examples of a return to people-based economic systems which reaffirm
human values and genuine productivity, and hold wayward politicians and com-
mercial leaders to account. Sao Paulo has banned public advertising, and 1% of its
GDP is ring-fenced for innovation that benefits the public.**

The idea of cognitive capitalism™ considers how highly intelligent physicists?®
and mathematicians are employed within the financial sector to devise algorithms
and IT systems that play the financial markets, using large sums of money to make
significant profits in seconds. The experts are content because they enjov playing an
intellectual game on a world scale, and the managers are happy because they make a
lot of money. The problem is that neither group understands what the other is doing.
The result of High Frequency Trading (‘algorithmic trading’) is inexplicable financial
crashes. During the ‘2010 Flash Crash’, the Dow Jones Industrial Average fell around
1000 points (9%), and recovered, within a few minutes, because of erratic computer
behaviour. The reasons are still not fully understood.*!

Global financial crises® have inspired innovative critiques of traditional econom-
ics and financial systems.”® Forecasting is very unreliable. An IMF study found that
there was a 97% failure among economists to predict 60 national recessions in the
1990s, and the other 3% underestimated the severity.*** Yet philosopher John Gray’s
False Dawn foresaw the problems underlying the crashes of the new millennium, in
1998.** Amato and Fantacci predict The End of Finanice.® Acemoglu and Robinson
assess Wiy Nations Fail and compare exploitative extractive institutions within which
elites appropriate resources from the population, with inclusive institutions that are
equitable and law abiding.® (Other definitions of ‘extractive economies’ describe
cournttries with a ‘substantial non-renewable mineral and energy resource extraction
activity’, which can be related to national development and poverty.®®) Keen asks
why private debt is ignored by traditional economists.*” The global chief economist
at HSBC warns that ‘western’ growth is a ‘historical anomaly’, and that the failure of
current financial systems could lead to social upheaval * A fundamental question is
posed by the NGO, Positive Money, where does money come from? It seems that even
the Bank of England cannot answer the question. More importantly, where does money
g0, in the fog of ‘inflation’? In the UK, in the years 2010-2013, inflation amounted to
a 'stealth tax’ on the whole population of 11%.3" About 97% of the world’s cash now
exists solely in cyberspace,’** which seems no more secure than Local Excharige Trading
Systemns (LETS), or Bifcoin and other global e-money systems.*™

Although economic success has been predicted on the idea of infinite economic
Srowth, many authors question the assumptions.® In 1972 the Club of Rote warned
of the Limils to Growtl,™ and the argument has been continuously repeated and
refined. ™ There has been an assumption that the improved wealth of a nation equates
with improved wellbeing. But in The Spirit Level, Wilkinson and Pickett provide con-
vincing evidence that human wellbeing is correlated with the income inequality®"”
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hetween the richest and poorest peopleina nation, niot the gross wealth of the nation.
Therefore the child wellbeing in countries like America and Britain is lower than in
some less wealthy but more equitable nations, such as Portugal ** Stiglitz assesses the
causes and economic impacts of inequality.™ The worldwide protests of the Occupy |
Movenent operationalized public concerns about wealth inequity.*'* .
Fconomic theories are clearly in need of fresh thinking, and linking with real-world
value in relation to environmental resources. In 1981, Nico Colchester provided an
example when he argued that Mars bars would be a better wiit of account ('gold stand-
ard”), for assessing and comparing economies over long time periods,*! than currency
which changes value because of inflation, or gold. In 2013, gold fell around 22% -
in value, which put it in the category of 'bear market’. As the Mars bar comprises a
number of staple commodities — cocoa, vegetable fats, milk solids, sugar - the real
world value was more consistent and genuine than that of currency or gold bars. The |
theory could be applied to international convertibility, transatlantic arbitrage, and.
how consumption limits money supply. Colchester showed that, although a youn
[C! employee would have earned £275 in 1940 and £5700 in 1980, that is not an ;
impressive increase. In Mars bars the increase would only have been from MB33,000.
to MB38,000. The Economist Big Mac Index assesses purchasing power parity, and simi-
lar indexes are based on baked beans, popcorn, lipstick and dating agencies. The logic':if

is fun, but also thought provoking.

=

- thinking zone: should water be the:

T TP R : .“gO|d Standal‘d"?-]

value _ SO

Water is finite and chemically Irreplaceable. Without fresh water (2.5%), there would be -

no life, and we would be dead WIthin a week, Without sea water {96.5%), the Earth's life

support systems would collapse. Water is also vital f'or_in_dus_trial processes apd hygiene.:
PriCE T i e e e ' - : :

The price of fresh water as a ‘commodit

tion, and is affected by factors such as

_ infrastructure costs. ...~ - : :

the “LFW"

If an Australiar earried AUD$100,00
fresh water doubled in that périod, at an
the change in the value of that salary in “Litre of Fresh Water

v’ relates to its availability to a particular popula
pollution, desalination rechnology, temperature

0 in 2008, and the same in 2013, and the cost of

‘exchange rate’ of AUD$0.003 per litre;, what is:

* (LFWY currency? .

" [Answer: LFW333.333 to 166.66] e e
Are there any faults with this argument?

. [See References for further infdrmation.m]' o
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2.3.3 Environment

Meteorology provided the bases for understanding what we now call ‘the envi
ment’. The foundations were not only scientific, but based on the internati;zrz;
systems of weather observation and UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
The .relationship between weather and climate becakme significant followin .
Ru_ssmn cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin's orbit around the Earth in 1961, and the s aceg-
Shil? to Venus in 1969, as humans started to realize the fragility of their lSnet
So:1§]t;nnovation created the race for Cold War space supremacy, and theprc:sult:
f;ovem:;(;\.on landing in 1969, which inspired the international environmental
NGOs took the lead - the World Wildlife Fund (1961} in Switzerland, Club of Rome
{1968) in Italy, Friends of the Earth (1969} in America and Britain anjcl Green eac:f
in Canada (1970-1972).*" Adlai Stevenson used the term ’spaceshrip earth’ atlzi UN
confgrence in 1965, and Barbara Ward produced a book of the same name a
later.’"* The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was founded b Presic}[I:;
Richard Nixon in 1970, Ward wrote Oidy One Eartli with René Dubos foi;lowin th
UN Coitference on the Humnan Enviromment (Stockholm Conference) in 1971315 ar%d z
the same year the Canadian Broadeasting Corporation ran a ‘radio symposiu’m on t;l
fenvironmental crisis’, Balarice and Biosphere 3% In 1972, the Ciul of Rome producecj
its report, Limits to Growth, on ‘The Predicament of Mankind’.?7 As a result of th
Stockholm Conference, the UN Enviromment Programme (UNEP) was founded in 197'7’e
and the EC (later EU} created its fixst Envirommental Action Progranime in 1973 B
AFter 10,000 years of warring human civilizations, the peoples of the .United
Nat‘ions had started to agree how to formalize the protection of their collective
territory, w.ithin the short period of a decade. The concept of international envi-
:gnmentah-srrf was born. Early conceptualizations were mainly Maftftusian — that
ere were limits on the number of people that the Earth’s resources could support
B-ut subsequent theoretical frameworks were innovative, cogent and com rI::Pl) .
stve. Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring (1962) argued the da;gers of DDT, Endﬁ?m
ur.lknown risks of environmental poliution.*" Lifton’s Death in Life: Su:rvivorv y
Hiroshima (1967) warned of the hideous outcomes of nuclear war 3"*’S'chumach‘er(35f
Small. is Beautiful (1973)** provided the basis for em'ironmenm’I econontics, and
Jiagr;lgz Ié?;felock’s' foia (19?9)*“3‘ inspired a holistic Eartlr system science. In th:e late
ert Parties in Belgium and Germany gained parliamentary seats
But the originators of envirommental activism were fapanese. Pollute.d waste-
‘gater, including mercury, had been dumped in Minamata Bay by the Chisso
as:;;:zz;ﬁb:;ween ?908 and 1968.*% The response was activist fish‘ermen’s alli-
1003 toes azﬁetrlatwes, and 1ar‘ge—sca1.e protests winning compensation in 1926,
envjr,onme;]tal ) iieflovement is m_lgomg. This predated American and European
. knownc fx:]srn, and- contributed to the democratization of Japan.?®® But
o : 0 .ns outside Japan. Language was a barrier, the postwar world
ot provide the right context for perceiving Japanese people as ‘victims’, and

[+
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postwar geopolitics dictated that everything progressive should be seen an originating

in America.
The coliaboration between NGOs and the UN in the 1970s had taken national

governments by surprise and, as industrialists realized that this movement was
likely to reduce their revenues, pressure was put on governments 1o reassert
national interests and subvert sununit conferences about environmental threats.**
In 1987 the UN World Cominissioin on Environment and Development (WCED) intro-
duced the pragmatic concept of sustainable development, and the need to balance
development needs with environmental limitations was affirmed in the Brundtland
Report, Our Conunon Future. But this was often interpreted to equate ‘develop-
ment’ with unhindered industrial and economic growth. The UN Earth Surnmit
{1992) produced the Rio Declaration on Envirommient ane Development, the Forrest
Principles® and Agenda 21 which could be implemented locally, and the Convention
on Biological Diversity was opened for signature. The South Africa follow-up in 2002
created agreement about fisheries, 2 but the virtual boycott by the US frustrated

offorts to move forward. The 2012 follow-up in Qatar seemed to achieve very little,
nvironmental services should be incorporated into

arted, "We commit’, whereas 50 used

except to formalize the idea that ¢
economic measures. Only seven agreements st
‘We encourage’

In parallel, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and subse
quent Kyofo Protocol (1997-2005) created binding obligations on countries to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases.’® [t was supported by all major countries except the US
which usually signs but rarely ratifies international agreements.™ In 2011, Canada
Japan and Russia withdrew. Although Canada had shown a lead in environmenta
awareness in the 1970s, it might, like Russia, gain access 1o new respurces if the cli
mate warmed and ice melsed. Although radical change to the agreement was arguabl
d, the efforts to amend and renew the agreement in 2012 were fraught. Th

Climnate Protection and Wiki Portal Global Warming provides ongoing data.
ational environmenta

neede
Alliance for
The outcomes of these conferences in terms of intern
a1 but the main international principles include sustainability
polluter pays, precautionary principle, transparency and freedom of information an
intergencrational justice. Mechanisms include quotas, tradable emissions permi
and taxes on pollution. A practical problem, from an international perspectiv
has been how to extend principles and practice across borders, regionally an
globally,* for example about transboundary pollution. Areas of domestic law ar
internationalizing by extending common law on homicide and injury, healt
and safety and damage.® But victim nations, which suffer cross-border impac
such as acid rain and radioactive fallout, are reticent to seek redress, because they
might set precedents that are later used against them. Nation-based law cannot
create internationally equitable environmental law. There is a need for a legal
mechanism that can, when necessary, supersede national interests, and reflect:d

‘common’, global or planetary irtterest. i

law are complex,
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In A-merica, the idea of envirommnental justice started in the 1980s, Initially it related
to activist groups, but later became an academic field of study,** as:;essin 3 iis oo El
as market mechanisms.*’ The US EPA formally recognizes thg movernen‘ij [n“(’; S Ecll
the concept of green criminology,*™ and discussions of enrvironnental i;ictip .
lyse the human cutcomes of events such as the Union Carbide poisonin i i’11’3115 L
oil pollq‘Fion in the Niger Delta and the Chisso mercury poisoning at Mifla[:natlf g‘ﬂ'
(C10.9).%* Distinct problems include establishing causation, the legal status of tIE;Y
unborn child, victim syndrome and environmental blackmail Jus;ticri'3 syste ;
well prepared to address these novel types of Victimization.“”- e arenet

Environmental economics assesses the effects of policy and human behavi
on the environment, which challenges traditional ideas.** Since 2000, Ct 'aV]?ur
discussed theories of a circular economy, based on recycling ™2 Populat’ion li]fcare:as
dema-nds new economic theories.™ Envirommental impact assessinents (EIA) redisi
negative and positive outcomes of projects, on people and place, hopefull pb £ .
they are implemented.* Valuations of the environment can he aS;essepd i Z s of
nafural resgurces and ecosysterst services,™* and the degree to which thes \ er;“ o
public goods which are non-excludable and non-rivalrous. Traditionaleei(r)e . UI?HI/
based on measures such as GD?P (above), has often discounted the environm nffH'ICS’
extefrmlify.-“ﬁ Arguably measures of wealth creation should include concomi:i—lntdisr?é1
221;5;121;13:; caostsf',j'*"' anc_l the idea tha’t less wealthy countries should receive aid for
o B e g§ ro)rn chm?te cl?ange gained legal meaning for the first time at the

2 ¢ (mmta Change Conference in Qatar.®® Ecological economics builds on ecological
ethics. > It reverses the basis of traditional economics, and puts the ecosystem ceri;ml
afld economics as a human subsysten:,®® which makes envirommnental services, biodi [ a
sify and species loss more significant. T

The ecological footprint is an ambitious measure of human demand on the Farth”
ecosystems.*! Usage is compared with biocapacify — the ability of land and o
f};oft;lce and dispose of human-made resources. The ‘overshoot’, by 2007, ind?:;ltég
Aciom ;inli?:t:etzdic(l} O1 .S;upltal‘aets to sx‘lstain tl?.eir existence. The National Footprint
oo re mam:fact nAnes,- hut mtemaijlonal trade makes conclusions diffi-
i s mana :u‘is merican .electr(?mcs, which then are bought in Europe,
oo m); oo e};n:; 5 o;.xld be cle.:bltf:d with the environmental costs?*** Ongoing
e 1 g : 1'01:1g"l orgamza-tlons such as the Association of Environmental
e trce Economists (AERE), International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE} and
nstitute for Green Economics. L -

. e s :

p;{llrcllclil ﬁ;i}; s.t ,:?CS;Z.H .of the risk society™? exte.nds to global environmental aspects,*
o e ey to et rt;tm CEHCEH-lS such as gc:netzcall}-'modt’ﬁed organisms (GMOs). Many
b i}nﬂ y w at‘I_’rms terms, ‘threats without enemies’ - new security
s :g » Elrlt*;anc,jl ml-h.ta’ry scalre. responses, but radically different ideas such
s er -ocl\—m and ‘linear thinking’.’» The concepts of creeping
o , ow‘ emergencies, or long wave events* describe problems that humans

recognize because they are too siow or too vast, such as loss of biodiversity, air
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. 3357 .
pollution and marine degradation. Our evolutionary mind?®’ is attuned to Eazaglv
such as fire, but ‘brain lag’ means we do not readily perceive new threats such as
!

radiation.*® _ . ' .

Philosophers now consider the ‘threats to humanity’s future’ in terms o.f em?teu;fl
risk and prevention*” and Cambridge University runs a Project for Ex:sten.tml RlS[\: ti
Club of Budapest argues for the creation of a holistic multidisciplinary international

ich Ii i in science
approach to survival studies, which links new understandings from bram' s5C ence,
o seem counter-intuillve, :

ecology, economics, governance and ethics.*® Sorn.e theories iy
for example that increasing diversity can increase risk, because t.herf areﬂn:2 - :_‘
to go wrong.*' Framing environmental risk in terms of sec"urity has dl SIi)m o
to create a problem-led, or solutiqn-oriented, approach which Preclu e'?‘ . a]_;t) p

mono-disciplinary approaches. The problem, as Prins (above} polnts out, is th :

! 3 zone hole.’ . :_
Ca?“l:; r;(;(;t-‘::’ (;revent‘mg environmental harm has shifted ’fo;:riﬁga.tmg ’g:i tzv;r;;
impacts. This has culminated in literature that is apoc‘alypﬁc,. ?gamfre c
book titles. The authors are leading scientists, acadern‘ms, po-htxcmns, rohm i ot
range of disciplines, not sensationalist amateurs_. Canadian Phl{()sophegrﬁjtzmnw :5 fOI-.:
The End of the World: The Science aind Ethics of Huma-n Extu'zclw.n (1? ]31 iy
lowed by biologist E.O. Wilson's warning about species -extmctlon in p Mtcznm-; L
Life (2002),* and Our Final Century: Will Civilisation Survive the Twerty- r'r]sh’ ;VI aﬁ};
(2003) from British Astronomer Royal and President of the }.20}'&11 Society, o
Rees.? Australian philosopher Clive Hamilton explair’ls, ‘why it is ngw :_‘:)0'036623 emes.
Requiem for a Species: Why We Resist the Truth aboit Ci’mmfe (?hnge (.,(.Jé )‘. -A;; ,-,mi
Lovelock returned with a pessimistic postscript in The Vanishing Ij”ace ?f am.- S
Warning (2009).%7 The idea that the planet had entered a new 1115t(?r1ca1J pjego o
reflected in Paul Dukes’ Minutes to Midnight: History and the Anthropocene r; }';Tt :
1763, which took as its starting point the Doomsday Clock created by the Ma?b;; kaq
Project physicists in 1947,%" a sentiment also reflected in the Dooimsday Hﬂcriu lne.r -
Existential risks include climate change, infectious diseases, nuclezu:_war an vu o
ble e-based systems. But might apocalyptic information' create a sehf—ﬁdﬁgmg- plro;ribog
as people either give up and live selfish short-term lives, or go into denia ul
i ental problems?¥® . o
enggstri:;ﬁng pzrspecﬁves came from ‘deniers’, who were often o-rgaruzefl by t)k:z:ﬂ;;i :
industry and other interest groups.’! Bjpmn Lomborg’s-'l:he Ske‘ptzcal Enluronm: - _
{2001) questioned the whole environmental movem?nt.-”“ A belief ﬂ,m; t 1;1rfr: ;:L, P
nological solutions was demonstrated by Mark Lynus in The Gc.rd Spectes: lcn ing e
in the Age of Humatis (2011),5” which advocated the potential o.f nuclear 113 T
genetic engineering. Geoengineering aims to mitigate global warmmg throug 1 o
solar radiation, with technology such as space mirrors, and removing car o?t 10fIO
with technigues including ocean iron fertilization.*™ The proponents are. (jl er.l "
industries that would benefit from developing the systems. In Ecrmjz Ma.?ters. I aya‘n,g .
with the Climate, Clive Hamilton raises the obvious concem - engineering on this s :
cannot be tested before irreversible application, and the amount of technology a
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energy to remove carbon would need to equal that which produces the carbon, which
will itself produce more carbon.*” Philosopher John Gray argues the need for caution:

Late modern cultures are haunted by the dream that new technologies will conjure
away the immemorial evils of human life...[But therel is no power in the world that
can ensure that technology is only used for benign purposes. Partly that is because
we cannot agree on what those purposes are. Partly it is because even when enough
people are agreed there is no power that can enforce the consensus. The institution

which we would have to rely on for such enforcement - the modern state - is not up
ta the job.*%

The start of international awareness about environmental problems was optimistic
and human-centred, but has ended in pessimism and advocating techno-fixes. In
1962, Thomas Kuhn famously argued that knowledge and research do not proceed
in a neutral manner following their own internal logic and laws, but instead reflect
scienttific paradigms — widely accepted sets of ideas ‘that for a time provide model prob-
lems and solutions to a community of practitioners’. 3" ‘Paradigms’ are often shaped
by socio-economic demands and intellectual fashion. It is interesting to consider how
he would have assessed the environmental literature.

Innovative ethics emerged in 2008 when Ecuador’s new Constitution declared that
‘mature...has the right to exist, persist, maintain and regenerate its vital cycles, struc-
ture, functions and its processes in evolution’*” The concept of ecocide,¥” suggests
that the planet Earth has rights, and raises the question, are all humans guilty of this
crime? Whatever the disagreements, the recent realization is that the territory of the
peoples of Earth is finite and entropic. We now know that sometime, the planet will
die. The real politick questions for international research are how might we hasten or
defer that end, how can we mitigate harmful effects on the species, and how do we
respontd to that inevitable decline fairly across the entire planetary population with-
out violence? Alternatively, we can take the advice of English philosopher Berirand

Russell: ‘The universe is unjust. The secret to happiness is to face the fact that the
world is horrible, horrible, fiorrible. 5

o thinking zone: what is your w'at:ér detpri_n't?' !
industry o

Industrial water use comprises:

:_W_orld: 22% of total water uée._

High-income countries: 59%.

ow-income countries: 8%.

_An_n_ﬁ'al usage will rise fram 752 km?/year in 1995 to around 1,170 km3/year in 2d25_.3 2 _'
SbUfce: UNESCO World Water Porial - World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP)

. (Continted)
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footprint L

A water fc;otpfint, or virtual water",

Understanding world research

(Continued). -

'is the amount of water used in the entire produc-
tion and/or growth of a specific product. For example, 1 kilogram (2.2 Ibs} of beef has
a water footprint of 16,000 liters (4,226.8 gailons); ona sheet of paper has a water
footprint of 10 fiters (2.6 gallons); one cup cf tea has a water footprint of 35 liters (9.2

. gallons); and one microchip has a water footprint of 32 fiters (8.5 gallons).’

_ “throwing money down the drain” _ I

i -.it-__';'qé't's';:?:l_;ﬁ'—ég."of_ Fresh. Water (FW)'_td___mak_g:_g 1 litre plastic water bottle. So the FW
| Costot s botte of water s FWG lives, ST
L In $EW, that is ke p_ai}i_n:g':$6 to buy $1. (And in mary countries the same water is vir- -
“tually free, from the taps) oo BTSSR S - L

" How can other arguments like this help Us to save water?

Source: Circle of Blue (_2013) *10 things you should know about water”,
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» should, but rarely, consider major changes.

+ can be based on the global/human/ new’ ]
security fra - iti f
development and environment. v framevirlc = polical violence,
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main ideas

When using international theories and concepts consider the Eurcpean-American

bias, and unsubstantiated assertions and rhetaoric,
Thearies about peoples have often been used to promote:

» the demeaning of 'others’ - ethnocentric, xenophobic, supremacist, exceptionalist,

racist and sugenicist ideas.
« cultural imperialism to impose colonial culture on others,

But other approaches have increased understanding through:

+ historical assessmants of why civilizations come and go.

« athnographic methods that create accurate perceptions of different cultures,
» developing concepts of human rights and global justice.

» explaining cosmopolitan views of humanity.

predict future changes.
Theories of place are based on geography and territory, and consider:
= the legitimacy of claims 10 land, including nations and regions.

- empires and coloniafism.
« the governance of global commons.

Theories of international systems:

e reflect the work of the United Nations, and international law.
. consider the possibility of global governance.

evidence-based science which shows our comman genetic roots, and can help to

online resources

D access the resou Ces — seg Ch on the name ta C5, Use the http, or searcn o tl%e
QE“E' cte | quote rar ks .

Methods for assessing civilizations - www.ianmorris.org/docs/social-development.pdf
NASA Landsat. Google Earth. National Geographic - satellite maps

yimaxio p - ste -
Dym n Ma t <4 BUCkl[ ulle pro ectio S“DVW a the co tE!EHtS a5 a nea

Globaia ~ cartography of the anthro
: pacene - maps of the human i -
http://globaia.org/en/anthropocene/ mpacten the world

tN structure and organization - explanations and links to most of the UN system
UN International Law site — www.un,org/en/law/index.shtml
UN Rule of Law — www.unral.org
International Bar Association — professional legal perspectives
U : .
N Documentation Research Guide - www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/index.htm!
CIA World Factbook
Wikileaks — open access to confidential and other government documents

Independent Diplomat - a d i - i
vy ynamic non-state perspective — www.independentdiplomat.

MDG Indicators Dashboard — ongoi i i
/ - ongoing Millennium Development Goa - :
Irc.ec.europa.eu/dc/mdg_unsd/index, htm g oals data - hitpi/fest




