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FIRST....JUST A BIT OF 
HUMAN HISTORY.... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJdT6QcSbQ0&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJdT6QcSbQ0&app=desktop


Source: https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/human-journey/ 



MIGRATION IS A NATURAL HUMAN 
PHENOMENON 

• MIGRATION has been a part of human life from our existence 

• Movement from poorer conditions to better conditions 

• Initial migration: a result of climate changes (rapid cooling) 

• Humans in Europe 40,000 years ago 

• Glacial period 20-15,000 years ago 

 



DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUE: BOTTOM LINE IN TODAY’S 
WORLD 

Migration:  

• …is happening at a greater level than ever before in human history 

• …and its effects are controversial topics in the United States and all over the globe 

• …touches all levels of a society: economics, politics, security, demographics, education 

• …is hard to prevent if the preconditions are present (i.e. from worse to better situation) 

• Discussion: Is it inevitable? 

• …may be necessary to curb future international catastrophes (i.e. Syria) 

• Migration can alleviate crisis situations. While migration controls can compound crisis.  



GLOBAL MIGRATION TRENDS TODAY 

Source: UN DESA 



GLOBAL MIGRATION TRENDS TODAY 

• Almost 60 million individuals 
displaced in 2014; a 14% increase 
from the previous year (source: UN) 

• Compare to previous slide: “NET” 
immigration/emigration statistics 

• What does this mean? 

• Intra-regional/state migration 

• Movement to cities 

• Implications? 

 

 

Sources: National Geographic, Missing Migrants Project, International Organization for Migration; UNHCR; I-map; Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat 



DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUE: PROS AND CONS FOR 
HOST COUNTRIES 

Positives 

• Job vacancies and skills gaps can be filled 

• Economic growth 

• Services to an aging population 

• Pension gaps can be filled 

• More workers = more taxes = more 
federal $ 

• Immigrants bring energy/innovation 

• Cultural diversity 

Negatives 

• Depression of wages may occur  

• Economic deficit due to immigrant 
remittances 

• Migrants may be exploited 

• Pressure on public services 

• Unemployment may rise 

• Potential for ethnic/religious violence 

• Increased security monitoring is necessary 



DESCRIPTION OF THE ISSUE: PROS AND CONS FOR 
COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 

Positive 

• Developing countries benefit from 
remittances  

• Unemployment is reduced 

• Migrants enhance their life prospects 

• Returning migrants bring savings, skills 
and international contacts 

 

Negative 

• Economic disadvantage through the loss of 
young workers 

• Loss of highly trained people, especially 
health workers 

• Social problems for children left behind or 
growing up without a wider family circle 

 



US HISTORICAL ROLE IN MIGRATION 

Source: National Geographic Society 



US HISTORICAL ROLE IN MIGRATION 

Give me your tired, your poor; 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free; 
The wretched refuse of your teeming 
shore; 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-
toss’d, to me; 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 
—Emma Lazarus, 1883 



US HISTORICAL ROLE 
IN MIGRATION 

Since and because of 
America’s foundation, the US 
has been a leader in 
migration/immigration policy 

 

Known as “the melting pot” 
for a reason 

 

America HAS been a leader 
and an example… 

 

 

Source: 2000 US census 



PRESIDENT TRUMP’S IMMIGRATION ACTIONS SO 
FAR 

• Executive Order 13767, “Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements” 

• Signed January 25 2017. Border wall with Mexico. 

• Executive Order 13768, “Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States” 

• Signed January 25, 2017. Migrant sanctuary jurisdictions/cities would not be eligible to receive Federal grants 

• Executive Order 13769, “The Muslim Ban” 

• Signed January 27 2017. No Syrian refugees; hundreds detained; tens of thousands suspended entries. Superseded 
by EO 13780. 

• Executive Order 13780, “Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States” 

• Signed March 6, 2017. Placed limits on travel to the U.S. from certain countries, and by all refugees who do not 
possess either a visa or valid travel documents. 84,995 refugees (FY 2016), to 53,716 (FY 2017…lowest since 2007). FY 
2018: capped at 45,000 (lowest since est. in 1980).  

• Executive Order 13802, “Amendment of Executive Order 13597”  

• Signed June 21, 2017. Removed “ensure that 80% of nonimmigrant visa applicants are interviewed within 3 weeks of 
receipt of application.” 



PRESIDENT TRUMP’S IMMIGRATION ACTIONS SO 
FAR 

• Revised eligibility system for family-based green cards 

• August 2, 2017, Senate bill could reduce family-based green card immigration by more than half (not passed yet) 

• H-1B (Highly Skilled Workers) Visas heavily scrutinized 

• From January 1 to August 31, 2017 85,000 H-1B Visas were under heavy scrutiny, an increase of 45% from the 
previous period 

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) suspended 

• September 5, 2017: DACA rights suspended as of March 5, 2017. 700,000 DACA enrollees are now not eligible for 
protection from deportation (pending court decision) 

• Diversity Visa Lottery 

• On November 1, 2017, President Trump asked Congress to repeal to Diversity Visa Lottery (this has yet to happen) 

• Temporary Protected Status (TPS) suspensions (refuge to victims of war, hurricanes or other disasters in their 
home countries) 

• Trump Administration will not renew the TPS program for refugees from El Salvador, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Sudan 



WHAT WILL THE FUTURE HOLD?  

• How will these actions concretely affect immigrant numbers? 

• Hard to say; Definitively, immigration to the US will see major reductions 

• Is the US [still] a leader in migration? 

• In reference to the old, liberal, “normal” system, the trend appears to be reversing 

• The US does appear to be leading/providing fuel for other “populist” dominated countries  

• But…US is still leading acceptor of immigrants worldwide  

• Implications? 

• Global population     , Climate Change (temps)    , Livable Area/resources       = Conflicts  

• Can migration actually be stopped? Or will active pushback only cause more crises? 



Source: 
https://ww
w.paragkha
nna.com/ho
me/2016/3/
9/the-
world-4-
degrees-
warmer 



SO… WHAT SHOULD THE US ROLE BE? 

• A leader in coordinating balanced migration policy in developed countries 

• Must set the example 

• All migrants have a capacity to benefit economies and society 

• Bad situations do not get better with time 

• More crises, directly or indirectly related to the effects of migration, will eventually involve the US at some 
point (whether this administration has to deal with the fall-out or not) 

• Thus, averting any crisis through smart policy-making  

• is far better than dealing with the consequences of the alternative 

• Even if it costs $ or votes in the near term 

• We are all human; migration is a natural human phenomenon 
 



QUESTIONS?  COMMENTS? 


