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The Peace Process

Israel has been in a state of war with many of its neighbors since before the
time of its creation, and the challenge of peace has always been high on the
nation’s political agenda. The final chapter of this book discusses the elusive,
frustrating, sometimes partially successful, yet ultimately (so far) unreachable
goal of peace in the Middle East. This chapter also includes a brief introduc-
tory discussion of the peace process itself and of events leading up to the
Camp David Peace Agreement and the peace treaty between Israel and Egypt
in 1979. We also look at key events since that time, from Oslo and Madrid to
Camp David (again). The chapter ends with a discussion of prospects for
peace in the future.

THE QUEST FOR PEACE
We saw earlier in this volume that to a substa‘ tial extent the history of
modern Israel has been the history of a nation a‘f war. Although the often-
articulated goal of Israeli foreign policy has been for the country to live in a
situation of stable and secure peace with its neighbors, that situation has not
yet been achieved. In chapter 1 we noted that within twenty-four hours of its
Declaration of Independence on May 14, 1948, the armies of Egypt, Jordan,

Emblazoned with “Our Golan,” this banner posted in t e Golan Heights shows public
support for Israel keeping the Golan territories.
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366 Chapter 11

“Area A—comprising the main cities of the West Bank: full Palestinian Council respon-
sibility for internal security and public order, as well as full responsibility for civil affairs.
(The city of Hebron was subject to special arrangements set out in the Interim Agreement;
the Protocol concerning the redeployment in Hebron was signed in January 1997.)

“Area B—comprising small towns and villages in the West Bank: Palestinian Council
responsibility for civil affairs (as in Area A) and maintenance of public order, while Israel
retained overriding security responsibility to safeguard its citizens and to combat ter-
rorism.

“Area C—comprising all Jewish settlements, areas of strategic importance to Israel and
largely unpopulated areas of the West Bank: full Israeli responsibility for security and pub-
lic order, as well as civil responsibilities related to territory (planning and zoning, archeol-
ogy, etc.). The Palestinian Council assumes responsibility with regard to all other civil
spheres of the Palestinian population.”

81. Mr. Per Stig Moller at an interview in Copenhagen, Denmark, May 9, 2003.

82. References to the Road Map come from documents provided by Danish foreign
minister Per Stig Moller.

83. Foreign Minister Mgller, May 9, 2003.

84. Foreign Minister Moller, May 9, 2003.



