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The Foreign Policy Setting

Foreign policy is an integral component of any country’s political system.
This is particularly true for Israel. There are several reasons for this, the most
important being the continued state of hostility that has existed between
Israel and some of its Arab neighbors and the hostile geopolitical atmosphere
in which Israel has had to operate since its creation. The study of Israeli for-
eign policy thus encompasses a number of important dimensions, ranging
from an examination of the geopolitical and strategic contexts within which
foreign policy decisions are made, to the history of Israeli and Arab foreign
policies, from a consideration of military strategy and tactics, to the evolving
definition of what constitutes national security. In this chapter we briefly
examine each of these issues with an eye toward more fully understanding
both the context within which Israeli foreign policy is made and the strategic
considerations that constantly preoccupy decision makers. This chapter
examines the legacy of warfare experienced in this region and analyzes the
strategic considerations that have contributed to Israeli foreign policy over
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