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BSS 194"(2520): Unintended and Natural Threats -
Eschatolog




Eschatology

Eschatology,
the doctrine
of the last things.




Those are:

Cristianity/Islam/Judaism:

* Dying
* Death

* Final Judgement (artwork
by Jacob de Backer, 1585)
 Afterlife (Heaven and Hell)

e Return of Jesus / Mahdi

*historical/mythological




Hinduism/Buddhism/Jainism

* Dying
* Death

e Afterlife:
- Samsara (Cycle of Reincarnation)
- Karma

- Nirvana
- Moksha

(ultimate state
of soteriological release, the
liberation from repeated rebirth)




Differences in Eschatology

Monotheisms

e codified / canonized
* Linera time-frame
e Everyone has the same strategy

* Judge is a Person

Eastern religions

Canon is less agreed upon

Cyclical time

Eschatological strategies:
Karma-oriented vs nirvana-oriented

life

Judge is im-personal



Eschatology — Mental
Impact

* Eschatological themes thrive during crises, serving as
consolation for those who hope for a better world or
as motivation for a revolutionary transformation of
society.

* Shaped by the extent and nature of the believer’s
involvement in the world, eschatological expectations
assume either:

- Individual form - tend to foster either apolitical or

Bolitically conservative attitudes—predicated on the
elief that each person experiences God’sljudgment

upon death and that there is therefore little purpose

to changing the world.

- Collective form — sometimes involve political
activism and the expectation of the

public manifestation of God'’s justice. Not only do
they hope for collective corporeal salvation and a
transformation of the world, but they actively
prepare for it.



Why Eschatology at Unintentional and Natural
Threats?
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Pneumatology and Politics: The role
of the Holy Spirit in the articulation
of an Orthodox political theology
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Example I.
- Islamic
State of

Iraq and
& al-Sham



* A pillar of ISIS ideology that makes it different from other Islamist and

jihadist movements, including al-Qaeda, is the group's emphasis on
eschatology and apocalypticism:

a belief in a final Day of Judgment by Allah, and specifically, a belief
that the arrival of one known as Imam Mahdi is near.

ISIS believes that it will defeat the army of "Rome" at the town of

Dabig, in fulfilment of prophecy. Following its interpretation of the
Hadith of the Twelve Successors, ISIS also believes that after al-
Baghdadi there will be only four more legitimate caliphs.

Wood, G., What ISIS Really Wants, The Atlantic, 3/2015, https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/03/what-isis-really-wants/384980/
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* “References to the End Times fill Islamic State propaganda. It's a big
selling point with foreign fighters, who want to travel to the lands where
the final battles of the apocalypse will take place. The civil wars raging in
those countries today [Iraqg and Syria] lend credibility to the prophecies.
The Islamic State has stoked the apocalyptic fire. [...]

For Bin Laden's generation, the apocalypse wasn't a great recruiting
pitch. Governments in the Middle East two decades ago were more
stable, and sectarianism was more subdued. It was better to recruit by
calling to arms against corruption and tyranny than against the
Antichrist.

Today, though, the apocalyptic recruiting pitch makes more sense than
before.”

McCants, W., The ISIS Apocalypse: The History, Strategy, and Doomsday Vision of the Islamic State, St. Martin's Press, 2015, p. 147.



World Muslims beliefs about Eschatology

* Pew Research Centre: most Muslims believe they will live to see the return of the
Mahdi. This expectation is most widespread in Afghanistan (83%), Iraq (72%),
Turkey (68%) and Tunisia (67%).

Views of return of Jesus (prophet Isa) are similar, since they are tied to the return of
Mahdi. The Mahdi is an end-times messianic figure of Islam who will fill Earth with
justice and equity, restore true religion, fight the Dajjal (“Antichrist”) and usher in a
short golden age during his rule for several years before the Judgment Day and the
end of the world.

But before the golden age, Mahdi and his army of the faithful will be almost
eliminated, down to only 5000 fighters. ISIS uses this part of the prophecy when it
starts to look like they are losing. This way even being close to defeat is a rallying
point — because it is all part of the plan of Allah that was foretold and it fits the
narrative about the apocalyptic battle. Jesus will arrive a while after Mahdi to join
him in his war against the Dajjal and to persuade the People of the Book (Jews and
Christians) to join Islam.’

Pew Research Center, The World’s Muslims: Chapter 3 - Articles of Faith, 2012, http://www.pewforum.org/2012/08/09/the-worlds-muslims-unity-and-diversity-3-articles-of-faith/
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Belief in Hell

% who befieve in eternal punishment
Southern-Eastern Europe

Bosnia-Herz. I 81
Russia I, 73
Kosovo [N 51
Albania N 46

Central Asia
Kyrgyzstan N =8
Azerbaijan N &8
Turkey I 87
Uzbekistan IS 83
Tajikistan I 81
Kazakhstan I 66
Southeast Asia
Thailand s g
Indonesia N g
Malaysia I 85
South Asia
Pakistan I 95
Bangladesh I 90
Middle East-Morth Africa
Tunisia I g
Lebanon e 7
Irag I 93
Maorocco IR 90
Jordan N 89
Egypt I 8o
Falestinian terr. N 85
Sub-Saharan Africa®
Mali e 7
Ethiopia I 94
Senegal N 90
Ghana I oo
Kenya I ss
Niger I g7
Tanzania I g7
Nigeria I 86
Djibouti I 84
Camerocon I 84
Chad I 78
Mozambique I 72
DR Congo I 72
Liberia I 70
Uganda I 57
Guinea Bissau Y 64

*Data for all countries except Niger from "Tolerance and
Tension:Islam and Christianity in Sub-5aharan Africa.”
~Interviews conducted with Muslims in five sauthern

pravinces anly.

PEW RESEARCH CEMTER 43b.

Belief in Heaven

% who believe in a place of eternal reward

Southern-Eastern Europe
Bosnia-Herz. I 83
Russia I 76
Kosovo I 72
Albania N 53
Central Asia
Turkey I 92
Tajikistan [ 01
Kyrgyzstan I 9o
Azerbaijan IS 80
Uzbekistan I 84
Kazakhstan I 7o
Southeast Asia
Thailand~ e g
Indonesia N9 6
Malaysia I 96
South Asia
Bangladesh o g
Pakistan o 8
Middle East-Morth Africa
Tunisia s
Irag e s
Lebanon Mo g
Egypt I 7
Morocco e 7
Jordan I 91
Palestinian terr. Y 88
Sub-Saharan Africa™
Ghana e g
Kenya o g
Mali o 8
Niger e
Senegal IO B
Nigeria I 7
Ethiopia I 96
Camercon [N o5
Djibouti I 04
Mozambique I 94
Liberia I 93
Uganda I 90
Chad I 87
Guinea Bissau I g7
Tanzania I 86
DR Congo I 85

*Data for all countries except Nigerfrom Tolerance and
Tensian: Islam and Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa.”
“Interviews conducted with Muslims in five southern
provinces only.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q42a.

Belief in Jesus' Imminent Return

% who expect Jesus to return in their lifetime
Southern-Eastern Europe

Albania N 23
Kosovo [ 20
Russia [ 15
Bosnia-Herz. I 11
Central Asia

Turkey [N 65
Tajikistan N 33
Uzbekistan [N 31
kKyrgyvzstan [ 19
Azerbaijan [ 19
Kazakhstan ¥ &
Southeast Asia
Malaysia [N 54
Thailand~ N 51
Indonesia I 8
South Asia
Pakistan [N 55
Bangladesh I 14
Middle East-Morth Africa
Tunisia [N 67
Iraqg [N 64
Lebanon [ 52
Morocco [N 48
Palestinian terr. [N 46
Egypt N 39
Jordan N 28

“Interviews conducted with Muslims in five southern
provinces only.

PEW RESEARCH CEMTER Q42h.

Belief in Mahdi's Imminent Return

% who expect Mahdi to return in their fifetime

Southern-Eastern Europe
Russia [ 27
Albania I 20
Kosovo [ 15
Bosnia-Herz. I 14
Cantral Asia
Turkey N &8
Azerbaijan N 41
Tajikistan [N 39
Uzbekistan [ 22
Kyrgyzstan I 17
Kazakhstan I 13
Southeast Asia
Malaysia DN 62
Thailand~ Y 57
Indonesia N 23
South Asia
Afghanistan N 83
Pakistan [ 50
Bangladesh N 29
Middle East-Morth Africa
Iraq I 72
Tunisia [N 67
Lebanon Y 56
Morocco [N 51
Falestinian terr. [ 46
Jordan Y 21
Egypt N 40

~Interviews conducted with Muslims in five southern
provinces only.

PEW RESEARCH CEMNTER 0Q43i.














https://web.archive.org/web/20030817214431/http:/www.sundayobserver.lk/2003/07/13/new50.html
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Islamic Preppers —

Sheikh Omar Baloch




2 YouTube Hl'adat

Zverejnene: 2. 1.
2019

* Prophet saw.: said “THE LIFE
OF MY COMMUNITY WILL
NOT EXTEND MUCH PAST
1500 YEARS.

(Suyooti, Al-Kashf ‘an
Mujawazat Hadhihi al-Ummah

al-Alf, ‘Al-Hawi lil-Fatawi’, Suyuti. The Age of The Ummah - The Most Significant Hadith of The Century - End of History
2/248, (Arabic) 4/262, Ahmad (Important !)

Ibn Hanbal, Kitab al-"llal, P. 89). 4 053 zhliadnuti
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4q5xAUVJNhWYus4p8-TQNA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4q5xAUVJNhWYus4p8-TQNA

Islamic
Apocalyptic
Commandos —
Malhama

Tactical




Example Il.:
Buddhist vs.
Muslim
Violence in
Burma
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Iran on the Inside / Veterans and Service

P TP
e T
SRR
e e b A
e 2
L) e i
R e
S i ;
’l 4
E .
oy
A
a N A 3
2 ;
=
=

THE
FACE OF

BUDDHIST

TERROR

HOW MILITANT MONKS ARE FUELING ANTHMUSLIM VIOLENCE IN ASIA
BY HANNAH BEECH

Who is Ashin Wirathu?

* is a Burmese Buddhist monk (50), head of the
Masoyein Monastery in Mandalay and the
communal leader of the anti-Muslim movement
in Myanmar.

 He leads the movement that calls itself 969,
three digits that monks say symbolize the virtues
of the Buddha, Buddhist practices and the
Buddhist community.

* Supports President Thein Sein‘s (2012) plan to
send Burmese Rohingya Muslims to a third
country.
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What does that have
to do with
Eschatology?

e Alot

Das Grolke Jahr:

* Cyclical time — 4 ages (kalpas) || - 24000 s

* Popular interpretation:

Can be influenced by

human actions (especially by
Sangha), and we live in the last
quarter of last kalpa




Sangha — one of three jewels of
Buddhism

* If its strong and faithful, the approach of The End is slowing down

* If its weak and corrupt, its speeds up
BUT

* If it disappears completely, The End will come very quickly. Meaning:

Attack on a monk is perceived both as:
1. Attack on Buddhism as a Way of Life and Buddhist Community

2. Attack on the stability of the whole world and accelerating the approach of The
End of all things.
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REALITY OR
ULTRA REALITY?






Why does Eschatology work?




Thank you
for your
attention

THOSE WAITING FOR

IMAM. MAHDI

SHOULD KNOW'THAT

\ THEIR LOCAL IMAM IS WAITING
\OR THEMMIVE TIMES A

DAY AT THEIR CIQSEST

MASJID




