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GRAMMAR REFERENCE » PAGE 2

2 Look at these sentences. Do they have the same
meaning? If not, explain the difference.

1a | didn’t need to go to school yesterday.

1b | needn’t have gone to school yesterday.

2a You don't have to eat everything on the plate.

2b You mustn't eat everything on the plate.

3a We ought to leave now if we want be on time.

3b We'd better leave now if we want be on time.

4a You have to use a pencil in this part of the exam.
4b You've got to use a pencil in this part of the exam.
5a When | was small, | wasn't allowed to stay up late.
5b When | was small, | may not have stayed up late.
6a | must have worn a school uniform in primary school
6b | had to wear a school uniform in primary school.
7a You shouldn’t wake her up yet.

7b You aren't supposed to wake her up yet.

8a Must you make noise while I'm working?

8b Do you have to make noise while I'm working?

)
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5'a When | was small, | wasn't allowed to stay up late
5b When | was small, | may not have stayed up late

6a | must have worn a school uniform in primary school
6b | had to wear a school uniform in primary school

7a You shouldn’t wake her up yet.

7b You aren’t supposed to wake her up yet.

8a Must you make noise while I'm working?

8b Do you have to make noise while I'm working?

3 Complete the sentences with an appropriate modal
verb and the correct form of the verbs given. There
may be more than one possible answer.

1 Yo L texts while you're driving. (send)

2 When | was small, we everywhere
because we didn’t have a car or a bike. (walk)

T -with a red pen in the exam
yesterday because the teacher gets annoyed. (write)

4. You,.& early this morning because it's
Sunday. Why did you do it? (get up)

5 M j
y d.ad «. jeans at school. They had a
special rule against it. (wear)

If you
; Yyou really want to buy a car next year, | think you
~-ajob and start saving. (find)
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lete the second sentence so that it has -
ing to the first sentence, using t}

o not change the word given, v,
three and six words, incluc 9

4 Compl
similar mean

word given. D
must use between

the word given.
1 It would have been better if I'd told you the

| the truth. HAVE
2 He said we mustn't go without him.

He said we without him. TO
3 We must buy tickets from the driver.

We X tickets from the driver. ~ GOT
4 It was a bad idea for us to drive in the snow

We i in the SNOW. HAVE
5 It was stupid of me to worry about the exam

I & the exam. NEEDNT
6 I'm annoyed you went to the party without me

You . without me. GONE
7 ltwould have been better for them to get a to*

They ... a taxi. ouGHT

5 w Work in a group. Talk about these
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2 Findand correct the mistakes in the sentences. One sentence

is correct. e
1 Ineedn't have gone to the bank because Mum lent me some

money yesterday. _
2 Wedont have to get the train school today because Uads
gvngusalift

3 They mustn't have put that pedestnan crossing there because
it's much too dangerous.

4 Itsgoing 1o rain S00N SO you've got to bnng your bool@ n
from the garden.

We mustn't finish this project on traffic congestion until the
end of the week.

According to the sign we may not have driven through
the town centre yesterday, so we took a different route.

You hadn't better hand in your e
ssay befol
checkedit. S ind

8 Inthe driving test | ought to h:ea;\;wered

alot
about road signs, which were - ot of questions
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Modal verbs of obligation, prohibition, permi

We use:

s have to to talk about things which are obligatory or
necessary. It often describes obligations imposed on
us by other people and authorities.

s don't have to to talk about things which are not
obligatory or necessary.

» must to talk about rules, regulations and obligations. It
often describes obligations that come internally, from
ourselves.

s mustn’t to talk about prohibitions.

need to to talk about things which are obligatory or
necessary.

don’t need to or needn’t to talk about things which

are not obligatory or necessary. With needn’t we do
not use to before the infinitive.

We use:

# had to to talk abou
to talk t thin
o WS ings which were oblj

9atory or

® didn't have to to talk about thinas whi .

ission, criticism and a

s can'ttorefuse permission.
s should, shouldn’t, ought to, had ('d) better (not

dvice — Present

give and ask for advice and recommer Had
better is especially for when we think v
something because it's a good idea. Ought to
had (‘d) better are slightly less commo

and question form.

= be allowed to to talk about things that we e

permission to do.

" be supposed to when somebody is exp

behave in a particular way, especially ac
someone in authority.
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not use to before the infinitive.

criticism and ad

Modal verbs of obligation, prohibition,

We use:

= had to to talk about things which were obligatory or
necessary.

= didn't have to to talk about things which were not
obligatory or necessary.

= needed to to talk about things which were obligatory
or necessary.

= didn’t need to to talk about things which were not
obligatory or necessary, and so we didn't do them.

We use:

= must when we are 90% certain that something is true.

® may, might, could, may not, mightn‘t when there is a
50% possibility that something is true (or not). We can
add well after may, might and could in the affirmative
to say that there is a stronger possibility.

/e use:

® must have when we are 90% certain that something

was true.

can't have when we are 90% certai
rtain that i
was not true. i

Vocabulary

vice - Past

= When we are 100% certain that something

Modal verbs of speculation, deduction, possibility and probability - Past
Wi
L]

't have + past participle to talk

needn ligatory or necessary, b

that were not obl
them.
wasn't/weren
prohibitions-
couldn't to talk about things that were p ted
not possible.

should/ought to have, shouldn’t have +
participle to criticise past actions or to s

were a mistake.

't allowed to to talk about

Modal verbs of speculation, deduction, possibility and probability - Present and future

® can't when we are 90% certain that something isn:

true.

true, we do not use modal verbs of speculation an
deduction.

:iayhl:aye’ might have, could have, may not ha'é
ghtn’t have when there is a 50% possib

somethi
thing was true (or not). We can add we

may, might ; d
there i 9htand could in the affirmative to say

s a stronger Possibility.





