
Paraphrasing Exercise 

The following exercise is from: 

Gillett, Andy, “Using English for Academic Purposes: a Guide for Students in Higher Education,” Accessed 

20 Sept 2010, http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm. 

 

Types of Plagiarism 

Hamp-Lyons & Courter (1984, pp. 161-166) distinguish between four types of plagiarism: 

• outright copying 

• paraphrase plagiarism 

• patchwork plagiarism 

• stealing an apt term 

Read the following text (Flower, 1990. p. v) 

The study presented here takes an unusually comprehensive look at one critical point of entry into academic 

performance. It shows a group of freshmen in the transition into the academic discourse of college, looking 

at the ways in which they interpret and negotiate an assignment that calls for reading-to-write. On such 

tasks, students are reading to create a text of their own, trying to integrate information from sources with 

ideas of their own, and attempting to do so under the guidance of a purpose they must themselves create. 

Because these reading-to-write tasks ask students to integrate reading, writing, and rhetorical purpose, they 

open a door to critical literacy. Yet this same interaction often makes reading-to-write a difficult process for 

students to learn and to manage. 

The following texts have used Flower's ideas and words. Which of them do you consider acceptable? 

(Please circle the ones that are acceptable) 

A On such tasks, students are reading to create a text of their own, trying to integrate information from 

sources with ideas of their own, and attempting to do so under the guidance of a purpose they must 

themselves create. Because these reading-to-write tasks ask students to integrate reading, writing, and 

rhetorical purpose, they open a door to critical literacy. Yet this same interaction often makes reading-to-

write a difficult process for students to learn and to manage. 

B The study presented here (Flower, 1990) takes an unusually comprehensive look at one critical point of 

entry into academic performance. It shows a group of freshmen in the transition into the academic 

discourse of college, looking at the ways in which they interpret and negotiate an assignment that calls 

for reading-to-write. On such tasks, students are reading to create a text of their own, trying to integrate 

information from sources with ideas of their own, and attempting to do so under the guidance of a 

purpose they must themselves create. Because these reading-to-write tasks ask students to integrate 

reading, writing, and rhetorical purpose, they open a door to critical literacy. Yet this same interaction 

often makes reading-to-write a difficult process for students to learn and to manage. 

C According to Flower (1990), on such tasks, students are reading to create a text of their own, trying to 

integrate information from sources with ideas of their own, and attempting to do so under the guidance 

of a purpose they must themselves create. Because these reading-to-write tasks ask students to integrate 

reading, writing, and rhetorical purpose, they open a door to critical literacy. Yet this same interaction 

often makes reading-to-write a difficult process for students to learn and to manage. 
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D In English, an essay is a piece of argumentative writing several paragraphs long written about one topic, 

usually based on your reading. The purpose of an essay is for you to say something for yourself using the 

ideas of the subject, for you to create a text of your own by integrating information from sources with 

ideas of your own. The emphasis should be on working with other people's ideas, rather than 

reproducing their words, but your own voice should show clearly. The ideas and people that you refer to 

need to made explicit by a system of referencing. 

E In English, an essay is a piece of argumentative writing several paragraphs long written about one topic, 

usually based on your reading. The purpose of an essay is for you to say something for yourself using the 

ideas of the subject, for you to create a text of your own by integrating information from sources with 

ideas of your own (Flower, 1990). The emphasis should be on working with other people's ideas, rather 

than reproducing their words, but your own voice should show clearly. The ideas and people that you 

refer to need to made explicit by a system of referencing. 

F On these tasks, students are reading in order to make a text of their own, trying to integrate facts from 

texts with their own ideas, and trying to do this with a purpose they must make themselves. As these 

reading-to-write tasks require students to combine reading, writing, and purpose, they provide a route to 

critical literacy. However, this same combination can make reading-to-write a complicated process for 

students to learn and to carry out. 

G In English, an essay is a piece of argumentative writing several paragraphs long written about one topic, 

usually based on the student's reading. The purpose of an essay is for the students to say something for 

themselves using the ideas of the subject, for them to present ideas they have learned in their own way. 

The emphasis should be on working with other people's ideas, rather than reproducing their words, but 

the student's own voice should show clearly. This is a very difficult task for students in the transition into 

the academic discourse of college. 

H When students start higher education, they have a great deal to learn about academic writing. In school, 

academic writing usually consists of writing about things they have already learned about with no 

reference to how this was learned. In higher education, however, students will need to learn to negotiate 

an assignment that calls for reading-to-write. This involves reading sources and then trying to understand 

information from them. They then need to create their own texts by integrating this information with 

ideas of their own. All this must be done under the guidance of a purpose they must themselves create.  

I In English, an essay is a piece of argumentative writing several paragraphs long written about one topic, 

usually based on the student's reading. The purpose of an essay is for the students to say something for 

themselves using the ideas of the subject, for them to present ideas they have learned in their own way. 

The emphasis should be on working with other people's ideas, rather than reproducing their words, but 

the student's own voice should show clearly. Students should be, as Flower (1990, p. v) points out: 

"reading to create a text of their own, trying to integrate information from sources with ideas of their 

own, and attempting to do so under the guidance of a purpose they must themselves create.” 

J When students start higher education, they have a great deal to learn about academic writing. In school, 

academic writing usually consists of writing about aspects they have already learned about with no 

reference to how this was obtained. In higher education, however, students will need to learn to read and 

explicitly use the results of their reading to carry out the writing task. They will need to "negotiate an 

assignment that calls for reading-to-write" (Flower, 1990, p. v). This involves reading sources and trying 

to understand information from them, and then, according to Flower (1990, p. v) "create a text of their 

own" by “integrating information ... with ideas of their own."  

K According to Flower (1990, p. v) "On such tasks, students are reading to create a text of their own, trying 

to integrate information from sources with ideas of their own, and attempting to do so under the 

guidance of a purpose they must themselves create. Because these reading-to-write tasks ask students to 

integrate reading, writing, and rhetorical purpose, they open a door to critical literacy. Yet this same 

interaction often makes reading-to-write a difficult process for students to learn and to manage." 



ANSWERS 

Most people would agree that the only really acceptable ones are I & J. 

None of the others would be acceptable without acknowledgement.  

A is clear plagiarism. All the words are Flower's and no attempt has been made to acknowledge this. 

This is clearly outright copying. 

B does acknowledge Flower's work but still uses Flower's words without explicit acknowledgement. 

This is again clearly outright copying. 

C again acknowledges Flower's work but still uses Flower's words without explicit acknowledgement. 

Again this is clearly outright copying. 

D includes some of the author's words and ideas but still uses Flower's words without explicit 

acknowledgement. There are examples of Hamp-Lyons & Couter's patchwork plagiarism 

E includes some of the author's words and ideas and does acknowledge Flower's work but still uses 

Flower's words without explicit acknowledgement. There is a certain amount of outright copying here. 

F is an example of what Hamp-Lyons and Courter call paraphrase plagiarism. 

G contains examples of Hamp-Lyons & Coutrer's "stealing an apt term". 

H is a good example of what Hamp-Lyons and Courter call paraphrase plagiarism. 

I is acceptable. It includes the author's words and ideas and uses a clear quotation from Flower to support 

these ideas. 

J is acceptable. It clearly integrates Flower's ideas with the author's words and ideas and uses clear 

quotations from Flower to support these ideas. 

K is not plagiarism, but it is certainly not what is expected of a student in Higher Education. The purpose 

of an essay is for the student to say something for themselves using the ideas of the subject. They need to 

show what they have understood from their reading and how they have made use of this in their essay. 

 

 


