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Paragraphs 138-139 of the World Summit Outcome Document

Heads of state and government agreed to the following text on the Responsibility to Protect in the Outcome Document of the High-level
Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly in September 2005

138. Each individual State has the responsibility to protect its populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity. This responsibility entails the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement, through appropriate and necessary means. We
accept that responsibility and will act in accordance with it. The international community should, as appropriate, encourage and help States to
exercise this responsibility and support the United Nations in establishing an early warning capability.

139. The international community, through the United Nations, also has the responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and other
peaceful means, in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of the Charter, to help protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing
and crimes against humanity. In this context, we are prepared to take collective action, in a timely and decisive manner, through the Security
Council, in accordance with the Charter, including Chapter VII, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation with relevant regional organizations
as appropriate, should peaceful means be inadequate and national authorities manifestly fail to protect their populations from genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. We stress the need for the General Assembly to continue consideration of the
responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity and its implications, bearing in
mind the principles of the Charter and international law. We also intend to commit ourselves, as necessary and appropriate, to helping States
build capacity to protect their populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity and to assisting those which
are under stress before crises and conflicts break out.

140. We fully support the mission of the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide.

Read the full text of the Outcome Document


http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/component/content/article/35-r2pcs-topics/398-general-assembly-r2p-excerpt-from-outcome-document?format=pdf
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/component/content/article/35-r2pcs-topics/398-general-assembly-r2p-excerpt-from-outcome-document?tmpl=component&print=1&page=
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/component/mailto/?tmpl=component&link=2e3d7db9e2cc5ad2a98bb4954eba1044f87c59d5
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/world%20summit%20outcome%20doc%202005(1).pdf
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/press-room
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/our-work
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/current-members
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/steering-committee
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/founding-purposes
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/our-understanding-of-rtop
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-coalition/coalition-secretariat
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/join-the-coalition
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/stay-informed-about-rtop
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/attend-events
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/contact-us
javascript:openLogin();return%20false;

HOME

ABOUT RtoP

PUBLICATIONS

CRISES

DOCUMENT ARCHIVE

Government T Go

HOME | NEWS | DONATE | EVENTS | GET INVOLVED search... m

BROWSE DOCUMENTS BY CATEGORY: Government United Nations Civil Society News Listserv International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect

BROWSE DOCUMENTS BY REGION: Africa Asia & Pacific Europe Americas Middle East ¢/o World Federalist Movement - Institute for Global Policy
708 Third Avenue, Suite 1715, New York, NY 10017
Contact



http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/government
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/united-nations
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/civil-society
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/news-articles
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/listserv
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/africa
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/asia-pacific
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/europe
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/americas
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/middle-east
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/contact-us
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/document-archive/news-articles
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/donate
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/attend-events
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/join-the-coalition
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/about-rtop
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/publications
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/crises

