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less than 7000 individuals, and do not generally seek the limehght- Irj
the late *80s, however, they became major players in a major contf;))
versy. For their forest home had been steadily encroached upon Z
commercial loggers, whose felling activities had fouled.thelr “v;rr_’
exposed their soils and destroyed plants and animals which they na ]
vested for food. Beyond this material loss was a deeper lO.SS Qf mear
ing, for the Penan have a strong cultural bond with their nver o
forest landscape. Helped by Bruno Manser, a Swiss artist who t.hen
lived with them, the tribe organized blockades and demonstrations
to force the chainsaws and their operators back to where they C"“T‘e
from. The Penan struggle was taken up and publicized by the respect-
ed Penang-based group, Sahabat Alam Malaysia, and by transnationa
forums such as Greenpeace and the Rainforest Action NCCWO.rk' :

2. The Sardar Sarovar dam, being built on the Narmada river 1t
central India, shall stand as a showpiece of Indian economic develop-
ment. Four hundred and sixty feet high when completed, the dam
will provide much-needed irrigation and electricity, but it shall also
submerge historic old temples, rich deciduous forests, and at least
250 villages. These potential ‘oustees’ have come together under the
banner of the Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save the Narmada Move
ment), which is led by a forty-year-old woman, Medha Patkar. In
their bid to stop dam construction, Patkar and her colleagues h'ave
fasted outside provincial legislatures, camped outside the Indian prime
minister’s house in New Delhi, and walked through the Narmada
valley to raise awareness of the predicament of the to-be-displace
villagers.

3. Pressed to earn foreign exchange, the state forest department
of Thailand initiated, in the late *70s, the conversion of acres an
acres of natural forests into monocultural plantations of eucalyptus:
The department hopes to thus plant up 60,000 square kilometres by
the year 2020, to provide eucalyptus chips for paper mills, mostly
owned by Japanese companies. While bureaucrats in Bangkok con-
templated a rising intake of yen, peasants in the forests began oppo-
sition to the plantations. They believed that their rice fields would be
affected by the proximity of the water-guzzling and soil-depleting
Australian tree; they also mourned the loss of the mixed forests from
which they harvested fodder, fuel, fruit and medicines. Peasant pro-
testers are mobilized by Buddhist priests, who lead delegations t0
public officials and also conduct ‘ordination’ ceremonies to prevent
natural forests being turned into artificial ones.

4. On November 10, 1995, the military dictatorship of Nigeria
hung nine dissenters, the most prominent of whom was the poet and
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e el been to draw attention |
playwright Ken Saro-Wiwa. Their crime h?d' ein '5 Anglo-DutCh
to the impact on their Ogoni tribe of oil drlllmg' yt 25,000 bare
conglomerate, Royal Shell. Shell had been drawing so nment bene-
rels a day from the Ogoni territories. The fec'le'ra] gover es. but the
fited from oil exploration in the form of rising revlftnur};ospitals;
Ogonilost a great deal, They remained without schoo Sci zevastation:
thirty-five years of drilling had instead led to death aﬂb cmanlit
‘a blighted countryside, an atmosphere fu!l of ... car 01; d ot pol-
and hydrocarbon; a land in which wildlife is unknown; a ;}n G nanm;
luted streams and creeks, a land which is, in every sense 0 }: gt
an ecological disaster.’ The Movement for the Survival of the ugbliC
People, founded by Saro-Wiwa in 1991, had mten31fledlt ‘i II)JagOS
opposition to Shell and jts military backers. The‘geﬁerg f 'ludicia“}’
responded with threats, intimidation, arrest, and fina y by
murdering Saro-Wiwa and his colleagues. sl
5. My final illustration is one of environmental reconstru ded
rather than protest, This is Kenya’s Green Belt Movgmen_ta fo‘fl%an-
by Waangari Matthai, an anatomist schooled at the University o i
sas who became her country’s first woman professor. In 1977 M_‘;t ol
threw up her university position to motivate other, less—.pnw ei )
ct and improve their environment. Starting wit i
mere seven saplings planted on June 5, 1977 (World En.\llronme "
Day), the movement had by 1992 distributed 7,000,000 saplings, plan
ed and cared for b '
districts of Keny
Fred Pearce, has ©
and the destryct
tional body dow
gram [also head
successful angj
The cases |

1on of soils in Africa than its bj

n the road, the United Nations Environmental Pro:
quartered in Nairobi] with its grand but largely un
~desertification programs.’

have chosen are al] moderately well known ;}mor}lg
tal community, Medha Patkar was honored Wlt}? % ej
dman award (endowed by California philanthr(_)PlstS)d’
had films abouyt their plight broadcast on British an

>levision; Saro-Wiwa’s death even made it 1o the front page
Of the staxd Ne’w }’Ork fimes. I Couid Certainly have Ch()sen betl’,er

known examples of the environmentalism of the poor: indeed two

such, possibly amous of all, are examined later in the chap-
ter. But I coul chosen lesser

-known examples, which num-

}Clireds 0 the coungy; the South. These include other
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ish to
; not wish
forests; other struggles of dam-displaced people who dC” R
make way for expensive and destructive ‘mega-projects;’ m

d by lime-
of peasants whose crops and pastureland have been destroyed by
stone mines or

: : olk

granite quarries; movements of artlsanfil lf_ls}"l‘ia;iod

directed at modern high-tech trawlers that destroy t.hen' wer o

even as they deplete fish stocks; and movements against pape A of-

ories by communities living downstream, for whom chemic _—.

fluents destroy the beauty of the river as well as their sole Sé)urrada’

drinking water. To these struggles against environmental eg'mer—

tion one must add struggles for environmental rene?val, the Xflu'ca o
ous and growing efforts by rural communities in Asia and Afri

. 5 . : harvest
better manage their forests, conserve their soil, sustainably
their water or use e

» . . . S an
nergy-saving devices like improved stove
biogas plants.

‘The environmentalism of the poor’ is a convenient umbrella ceir:;
that T shall use for these varied forms of social action. The Peruf"en_
activist Hugo Blanco has evocatively distinguished this kind o die
vironmentalism from jts better known and more closely studi

Northern counterpart. At first sight, writes Blanco,

environmentalists or conservationistsare nice, slightly crazy guys whose
main purpose in life is to prevent the disappearance of blue whales or
pandas. The common people have more important things to think about,
for instance how 1o get their daily bread. Sometimes they are taken t0
be not so crazy but rather Smart guys who, in the guise of protecting
endangered species, have formed so-called NGOs to get juicy amounts
of dollars from abroad | -+ Such views are sometimes true. However,
therearein Pery averylarge number of people whoare environmentalists.
Of course, if T tell such people, you are ecologists, they might reply;
‘ecologist your mother,” or words 1o that effect. Let us see, however.
Isn’t the village of Bambamarcy truly environmentalist, which has time
and again fought valiantly against the pollution of its water from mining?

Are not the town of [l and the surrounding villages which are being

polluted by theSouthern Pery Copper Corporation truly environment-
alist? Ts not the village of Tambo G

: rande in Piura environmentalist
whenitriseg likea closed f;

dytodiein order to preventstrip-

. 12, who are totally environ-
,and die defending'heir f

orestsagainst depredation. Also the

| onmentalists, when they complain against
the pollution of water in the beaches.

translated from the Spanish by Juan Martinez Alier]
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cerrllrg)nmemaliSm p t}fel'lallf—a-d‘ozen distinguishing features of the
i r sl enVironmempO?r};FlrSt and foremost, it combines a con-
ol tice. Through m }\:Vlt an oft'en more visible concern for so-
. yisa seamless bUC of_the Third World, writes David Clear

web of social and environmental constraints whic}l:

1t m
akes i
CO 1ttle sense . 4
-Ommercial forestr © .aiton,“,se into mutually exclusive categories.’
y, oil drilling, and large dams all damage the en-
infully, consti-

VlI‘OnIant
;‘]‘; a thre’att)ttcfiljz ’illls_o, a'nd to their victims more pal
ing ;?:a“ g zeslt\;elxhoodsz by depriving cribals of fuelwood
s olesale the lands ag}élﬁg the crops of farmers, or by submerg-
o thuo bierglased i their hOrr['nes of v111?g_ers who have the misfor-
ments. & el defcnsepa;‘ 1: h_e opposition to these interventions
i In the narrow sen © flVellhood as an <environmental’ move-
Decenvlronmental o se 0 .the term. This inseparability of social
. ember 1990, add ncerns is beautifully captur
y of Nahuat! Indi ressed to the President of Mexico by aco
ndians who were asked to make W3y for the

Sa
n Jua
nd
am on the Balsa river:

edina petltion 0
mmun-

rejection of the

allow this project to destroy
| heritage, and the naturd

Mr Pres;
esid .
ent., we publicly and collectively declare our

SanJUanT .

the econoetlscmt%\o D{‘m b§Cause we cannot
resources onz,:;h- :1 historical and cultura

and our lands ch IEdwe] depend . .. This project, by floodingour villages
we would lose)o 01;1 cause great losses and hardshipstous in every way:
and other conecUF ouses, churches, town halls, roads, jrrigation systems
over many year U%’; works that we have undertaken with great sacrifice
would lsse the s. We would lose the best farmland that we€ live from; we
erchardeand s Paftu'res that support our livestock; we would Jose our
S WUT ruit trees; we would lose the clay deposits and other
ourdeadareb i for our crafts; we would lose our cemetries where
ed places wh uried, our churches, and the caves, springs and other sacr-
Teopamecua;ri:[zle mak'e our offerings; W€ 'would lose, among others,
el late 4l ,}? unique archeological sit of great importance - -
tenance as taugh the natural resources W¢ know and use for our sus-
C— ghttous by our ancestors. We would lose s© many things
dooument ot express them all here because W€ would never finish this

the Spanish by Catherine Good]

en intensifie
ements of Pro-

Penan strugg’®
» but simi-
on their

[translated from

degradation
al urgency ©

oft s economic
f these moV
een in the
of one’s cas&

sarily might—1s

Th

de;rif:ac.:' that envi'ronmental

S Thelon ilxplams the mor

i ‘unam;r'lt ropologist Peter Brosius has s

Laslypecn iguous Stat'ement of the rightness
vinced that rlght-——though not neces
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side are the rural communities who oppose eucal)’t}z)tssaplongst'aﬂ .
polluting factories, or soil-exposing mines. T}(;ereater ,forest& fish—
ing, prior claim to the resource in questlgn——-lan ) ?{,'n i,rl corcert Wit :
has been abruptly extinguished by profiteers wor _11 gmincr al or loggﬁl
government, which has granted these outslde’fsl01 ense of betrayab ’
Ing concessions, There is then manifest a palpabhe Slet down the poo_
feeling that the government, their government, has Brosius, g0V,
by taking the side of the rich. For the Penan, notes

A
to Plty .
v > ow how
ment officials have become ‘men who don’t kn

ful of thel!
men “unfeeling about creatip
concerns.’

nt Wll d
: , vernme

There s, however, at first the hope that th}f gomost often beg”;ves
to see the error of jrs ways. These struggles t FsuthoritY’ themse
addressing letters and petitions to persons of a

e
asar
eple

. “ : , is when thes ta-
‘N2 position to bring about remedial action. Itis Z)rm‘ of confro?
unanswered that protesters turn to more direct

tion. Un|

s

. arler

= ect m .
g 7 and dl!’ 1~

ike in the North, where electronic megl;nels of Commsrks

5 . ~ a

are intelligently used o canvass support, the C‘traditional, nctwm

cation in the South rely rather more heavily on e a sufficient nu

. g c
such as village and tribe, lineage and caste. On

folds 2

there U Jar

of like~minded people have been gathcrefl tOge‘};e:tu yo PO{ ‘:ms

richly varied repertoire of collective action. In inct 10
e

: jstin 7-
: y . ; s seven d a
Ivironmentalism i India, I was able to identify

‘lce: thep
et S
; it-down StIB® 7 hop
Ot social protest. These were the dbarna or sit-do ; (ting
shan or magsed

ike (forcin
Procession; the hartal or general Strli};fle( (by Squaducf‘
to down shutters); the rasta roko or transport bloc st conerall)’
onrail tracks or highways); the bhook bartal or hu'r;,geer, 1 ’eno i
edaca Strategic site, say the office of the dam Cl;gl 10, which 15 tdokm
Yy arecognized leader of the movement); the g?f}n ‘a,il i aﬂ-dered
round an office or official for days on end; and the) s

con
: ach of alaw

OT movement to fil] jails by the collective breach

unjust,

Most of these me

: d
g such hardship and disregar

| come

hi i
and
aG dy
ahatm red
thods were perfected by I\r/lse they hav® of the
his battles with British colonialism, but of COhmatrm, writ
. . 7 s

€quivalents in othey peasant cultures. Larry Lo arks on hoW
Opposition to eucalyptus in rural Thailand, rem

Small-sca]

n
54
{ pureaucrdt
petitionj

e farmers are weathering the CO““?YQPF:; Scandmgrs ¢
ng district officials and cabinet mHA Sv:rith\’il ageOCkil’lg
assassination threats ang arranging strategy meetmagt seminar® " ced
otherareas. They are holding rallies, Speakmg Az ing songs

roads, and marching on government offices, sing
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forth
€ occasi
ion. Where other means fail and they are well enough orga-

nlzed, the 5 . p
or openlyyi;rleanppmg out eucalyptus seedlings, either surreptitiously
bulldozers andgge rpobs, chopping down eucalyptus trees, stopping
a‘?"are of tlae U(li’mngn.urseries and equipment.At the same time, well
villagers are lnee. o Seize the environmentalist high ground, many
replace euc;; anting fruit, rubber, and native forest trees to preempt OF
methods the Y}}:tus and are explaining to sympathetic joumalists the
Th y 2WeusedtopreserveIocalforestpatchesforgenerations.
ese ,
ten by I:r;;i:s% Sllflgl}_’ and collectively, are sometimes underwrit-
Instance, has o mdl_gerlous‘ldeology of social justice: Gandhi, for
niques of prflven Indian environmentalists their most favored tech-
truction of htest. as well as a moral vocabulary to 0ppose the des-
the village economy by industrialization. Thai peasants,

likews:
ewise, t
ak A 3 )
rulers vs;ho ¥ rslc'ourSC to the Buddha and Buddhism to remind their
b ~ 58 v L
publicly profess the same religion, that their policies are
ustice, moderation

a Cle s '
and }ellarr:,zlatlol? of the creedal commitment to0 ]
gle has bee;?] zivlth nature. It is .notable that the anti-eucalyptus strug”
raksa, or ‘ec ci by BUddhl,st priests, known appositely as phra nakani-
veniently atohogg Tnoﬂks. In Latin America, tbe ideology most con~
ant, ‘liberac; 3nh 15 pop’ular'Cathohcxsm and its contemporary vari-
and of the O}? theology,” which makes <.:lear t_he mandgte of the clergy
poor. Thus ChUrch‘ as a whole, to redirect 1ts energxes.towa'rds the
hold nightl the resisters to the San Juan .darp asked parl'sh priests tO
saints t%) h}’ prayer meetings, walked with 1mages of village patron
the site of the dam, and also marched to the cathedral in

exico City in honor of the hallowed Virgin of Guadalupe.
lism of the poor has

beer??}feszf’lkl_r;g feature of the ?nvironmentg '

o \X/;iin 1cl:1ant and sometimes determining part played by
Medha Patha en ;(\;e effor‘tlessly as'sumed Jeadership roles—as with
T t}: Orh :aangarn Matthat, fpr example——and a!so contri-
siidl Jernon an their fa{r share to makingup the numbers 1n 1.nar.ches
often bros Sltratlgps, strikes and fasts. They have been unafraid, inan
a polmcal culture, of bemng harrassed, beaten of jailed.

Wh
en . . ] ‘

a Venezuelan feminist writ€s that in her country today all wo-
calist regardless of whether they know

» she could be speaking for women 1n

d Mexico.

ntryside, certainly,

;
:ﬁ:tstliglroups. are environmen
i e environment means,
ndia or Malaysia, Brazil, Kenya an
Among women in the cou
awareness of the depe

§U1 environment.
ndia, herself active ina forest pr

there is oftena deep

ndence of human societyona clean and bounti-
A tribal woman in the Bastar district of central
puts 1t this way:

otection campaign,




108

Part ] Environmentalism s Second Wave
“What will happen if th
and Dbarti Maata [
us and we will dje
here and talkin

ereare no forests? Bhagwan Mahapmbhlf [GO‘%J
Mother Earth] will leaye our side, they will leave

rth exists that we are sitting

women and nature, an intrinsic
and proto-biological rapport which in their view is denied to me}?'
Other feminists have argued, in my view more plausibly, that t .e—
participation of women jp environmenta| movements stems fr?{n thei
ntin the yse of nature, and additionally

s and respect for community COhCS_lori
and solidarity. In the divison of laboy typical of most peasant, triba
and pastoralist households, it fa]]s onwomen (and children) to gather
fuelwood, collect water, and harve i

lants. They are thus more
easily able to perceive, and more

rom their greater awarenes

——

—

A GRASSROOTS ‘ECO~FEMINISM’
The response of women iy, an An

dean village 1o 4 proposal by male
officials to pl

ant eucalyprys:

in the communjt

y of Tapuc . . . wom
the transplanted

envehemently said in Quechuathat
eucalyprusin the parcels of manay mus; be immediately
removed. Mangay is 4, agricultural zone dedicated to the cultivation of
' i the system of sectoral flows, with years
unity and individuals of the community
oltogether over the manay. Thus, the women, speaking fgr
the community, insisted th, these parcels had been inherited from their
grandparents o supply root Crops, they were not goi
children with the cucalyprys leaves. Moreover, wh
grows, the soi] is impoverished and it

exercise contr

ere the eucalyptus

does not even grow onions.

—

Source: E;ique M
el Peru (Lima 1988

ayer and Cesar Fonseca, Comunidady Producion en
), p. 187 (translated by Juan Martines, Alier).

]
AN INDIA/BRAZIL COMI’ARISON

I'move on now o4 comparison of the €nvironmental movement as 1t
has unfolded in two |
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geographical an
:.?:;)e-t}es; T de‘i;iirirslogr'a}?hlc terms; the cultural diversity of their
tiOH_mOuS e aggressi,arltles between rich and poots the history of
. ; the appalling scol e Programs of state-sponsored industrializa-
st, the emeree co Oglcal and social costs of these programs; a0
challenged th% nee O.f active environmental constituencies which have
prevailing consensus on what constitutes ProPet deve-

Opment.
After Wi

El}':e vanguardo(r)lfdtyar I1, politicians in both Brazil and India were in

at sought to a e movement among the poorer hations of the globe
lem_\West centu -Ccomphsh in a generation what had taken the afflu-
ogists, civil s ries to achieve. The intelligentsia/scientists techno-
Self_impOrtanerVar}ts, .leglslators——-manife ous sense 0
people out ofcde’ ‘l’{lewm'g themselves as 2 ite, leading their
Prosperity. Pridar ness 1180 light, or from Jisease-ridden poverty to
Jects—steel m'”e Of. place was given tO mammoth and pharaonic pro-
it was hoped ills, big dams, nuclear power plants and thelike»——whic !
self-worth an,a would generate wealth and instil a sens¢ of pride an
thousands of ong the Rublic at large. These projects had their cOSts™
and dozens ?e?Ple dlsplaced, millions of hectares of forests felled
of rivers fouled—but they Were at first insulated from

Criticism b
y the prestige they enjoyed, the promis€ they held, an
jated by 2 government whic

above

enjOYeﬂlabE’ th fact that they were init

air degree of popular support- Projects Were Jegitimate
cribals had to hand over their

y the id
1de s
orest to aal of national ‘sacrifice:’ when
. a :
the rising “I:af’er mill, for example, of when peasants ad to flee from
ers of a reservoir designed to inundate their lands, they

Were
w Offered
the solace that this often unwilling sacrifice of their
ion, or more

liveliho
PreciSelc}),deashbemg made for the greater good of the nati
~ Inboth t}: = haP'P_y aUgmemation of its Gross National Product.
IC sector wa e Brazilian and Indian moO els of development the pub-
economy, W,s }Tan‘dated to control t ‘commanding heights’ of'the
role in ge’n ith private capitalists assign subsidiary
ever, allo erating V}’eahh, Both public and private how-
wed the virtually free use of nature

the
State w gy . .
providing them rimber, wateh min
nting ¢

erals, electricit) .
was, 11 effect,

well
the rti)ge}ll(zv: rrflarket prices, and also gra
% Brao.lreely pollute t the waters:
s th zi the'process of
Culturean én Indlal. For one t
Amaz(mr[l) the existence of an ‘u
2 asin prompted a8
cceleration of the pace

he air and

hing, the yo!

ntappe
r optimism about development and
{ was d out. For

reat€
at which 1
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another, the country lacked a tradition of dissent such as 'Gaﬂd}?lsma’
which in India provided a cautionary voice to temper the 1mpauer1<13v
of the planners and developers, forcing them to make haste §10W Y
and to take more account of the human costs involved. A vxbraI?t
multi-party system and multi-lingual press also gave freer play 'lln
India to a variety of voices. I Brazil, by contrast, an already f.raglle
polity was captured in 1964 by a military dictatorship that simply

X yl : e icenses
wouldn’t tolerate OPposition to the highways it built or the licens
It gave on generous terms to industrial firms,

By the late sixties, however, the fail
dustrialization lay exposed in both coy
the fruits of development, such

ures of state-sponsored 1n-
ntries. Poverty refused to go
as they were, being garnered
nd rural landlords. The latter

away,

» while the majority of their countrymen and women
continued to live in huts and shanty to

wns, cooking their meals with
fuelwood or kerosene and relying on their own two feet for locomo-
j time, nature lay embattled and scarred, subject to
i re, in a word, horrific.

The social and ecologi

both pertaining to Brazj]

H1gures, one must focus on the fact that fifte
number of people—indeed, it i the i
countries with advanced industria ies. As one commentator
put it, Brazil is a Sweden super;

way, the very size of Brazj|

en million is a very large

7
bits of ‘Indonesia

Ormer or serving as a colorful backdrop
for it.

This is the dry stuff of economics, Behin

d it lies a world of human
pain. For a very large segment of the populat

1on, life continues to be a

e
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lions of people in Brazil are

grim stry
ggle for physical survival . . . Mil
rvingto death. Millions

Sever
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asnota hall-
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uardo Viola:
monoculture

nd irrational
centre-west

Unc
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Amazonic portant areas of the south, southeast, €€
Sroduction ily regian Mo deserts ... 10€ debris of industria
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mdustriallci . us,mal gases . . . have curned the atmosphere
Cars PrOduCt:js A mPltiniers and generators of respiratory diseases:
renotinstall dm.BraZ‘l’ with the exception of those made for export,
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y irrespo;?;srs and inadequate treatment of refuse (aided andabette
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g social ¢la r the rich are bet-
. hey caus® enjoy
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easier access to clean air and water, and can more easil

y move away
from or withstand pollution.

At the first major United Nations environmental confe.rence held
in Stockholm in 1972, the governments of India and Brazil were vo-
cal in their defense of development over environment. The Indl:}iln
prime minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, delivered a stirring speech to t S
effect that if pollution was the price of progress, her people wante
more of it; the Brazilian representatives hinted, in the same vein, at

. . . . a 'n
the conference being a sinister conspiracy to prevent the developing
world from developing further.

Whether these official voices accu-
rately represented the views of citizens was already a moot question.
A year before Stockholm, a group of professionals led by the rci,]s—
pected agronomist José Lutzemberger had founded the Gaucho
Association for the Protection of the Natural Environmen_t, or
AGAPAN. This is generally held 1o be the first important environ-
mental initiative in Brazil, the direct analogue of India’s Chipko or
hug-the-tree movement, which began a year after that first U.N. con-
ference.

In he founding of AGAPAN and Chipko, environ-
mentalism in both nat:

the poor emanates fro
people respondin
(suchas pollution and the burnin

been the preserve of long-settled rura] ¢

folk, pastoralists, and swidden cultivat
over by the state or by ]

resources they depen
tended to take the

m urban squatters

g to swift and dramaric degradatfﬂ
: ot T

g of forests), whereas in India it ha

don (see box)

: ve
-Inboth countries protesters ha
militant rout

- e of
e, preferring methods of dire

what they neg|
fuelling env
mentally di

ect: most strikingly, the rol
iIronmental degradation. Cath
sinclined to talk of birth contr
miss talk of ‘over-population’ as ‘Neo-M
train their guns on social inequities, in th
ponsible for the deterioratjon of the env

e of population growth in
olics in Brazil are tempera-
ol; Gandhians in India dis-
althusianism;’ both groups
eir view more centrally res-
Ironment.
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A—“"'#ﬁ’//’f’ﬂ

RENEWING THE LAND, AND THE
PEOPLE TOO

In 1985 s;

s ; ‘

ixty scholars, joumalim and social workers issued @
the State of]ndia s

‘Stat

e, 2]

ment of Shared Concern on
Environment.’ Excerpts:

The prOCe

the Britishsi::lf trnSforming Indiainto a wasteland, which began under

The most bruf;l as continued under post-independence governments:

resources, oni assfmlt has been on the country’s commor property

and increa’sin 1IS grazitg lands, forests, rivers, ponds, Jakes, coastal zones

resources hasgby on the atmosphere. The use of th roperty
een organised and encouraged by the state i

that h
as led t ;
o . )
Nature ca their relentless degradatxon and destruction- « - -
n never be managed well unless the peoplc closest toitare

involved in ;
regulate;idl?}itrimal?ag_emem. G rlier
But the State’sug 1.leerse, decenFrallzed, community contre
government policy of converting common proper
centralized bfrroperty'resourctes has put the
more powerf leaucraaeszwho in tur
the managenu . Today, with no part
marginalised ;erét of local resources, ever the poor
discount thei r; alienated from the1rcnv1ronmemthatt
pittance. eir future and sell away che remaining natural resour
encitlirel:lﬁ:ﬁnag“, have traditiopally been 1
water SOUrcesgi'akzmg Jands, agrlcultural fields, forests 2
Db es ike ponds, wells z%nd canks. The s:acefsh ¢
s Pr0cesve torn asunderth1s mtegrated characteroft evillages: - - -
s of state control over natural resources that started W1t

the peri

er iali :
cong IIOd of colonialism must be rolled back. The earlier community
ol systems . . . were oft i ing. Given

thech eded restructurin

a . -

nged socio-economic circumstan pressure on natural
control syst

cipation ©

hey are ready to
ces fora

blished that

to be esta li
ed, equitable an

:Zor‘:::&hr}ew cqmmunity s et

SUStainagl l%hlly.lntegr?ted, scientifically sophlzt}c;at S
S }Cl- hls.ls't}.leblggestchgllenge-beforeIn ia’s poliica syjtfem.f

St the pollF1c1ans and their parties, but also citizens an social \
i s.... India can beat the PO Jem of poverty unemploymcm,

gery and oppressior only if the country learns o manage 1t natural |

uitable and ecologically sound way. 1

|

\

resource base in an €9
Source: India: the Stat of the Enwronmem 198485 the Second
;. Centre for Science and Environment,

Citizens’ Report (NeW Delhi:

———

e

1985), pp. 394-7-
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Brazil differs from India in at least three major ways, all of which

are reflected in the manner i which its environmental movement
has at times followed a somewhat divergent path. First, a much h{gbef
proportion of its population is based in the cities, where the !wmg
conditions—that is, the quality of housing, water, air, and sanitation—
vary enormously from locality to locality. The struggle for a'bettcr
environment in the shanty-towns of Sac Paulo, Rio and the like has
been an important feature of the Brazilian green movement. But

. . ; "
Indiaisin demographic and cultural terms a more rural-oriented C::ll'a

. < 1
ture. It was Mahatma Gandh; who famously remarked that ‘In
lives in its villages.” Since m

ost of his followers have followed him in
turning their backs to the ¢

ity, the problems of urban pollution and
housing remain low on the e

A second difference stems from the higher levels of literacy apd
education in Brazj], I the early seventies, while the military was _SUH
In power, the educated middle-class~scientists, lawyers, joumal‘?ts’
¢tc.—cautiously began advancing an environmental agenda, at first
taking up relatively uncontentious issues such as pollution and the
protection of green areas. The organization AGAPAN was in the fore-
front here; j

tions of peasant Protest; in fact, it was thege protests which first alert-
ed the intelligentsia 1o the probl

ems of forest loss, soil erosion and
water depletion. One might say that in India the professional middle-
onding slowly and at times unwillingl}’ §o
the environmentalism of peasants and tribals; whereas in Brazil it has
to collaborate with and publicize move-

ments of the urban well as of forest-dwellers and dam-dis-

placed people.

poor as

Natural Resources have
fluential Brazilian chapters. American env

extent the American public as well, hay

imes tried to inflye
ing, the destruction of th

culture and industrial m

also had active and In-
ironmentalists, and to 59@6
e closely followed Bralenzlt(rj
nce them. Ecologically spea g
e great Amazonian rainforest by se*lLtle.r ag;le
ining has direct implications for life in t
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North—thr
o ou
ighssmns—whgi?ethe loss of biodiversity and asink to absorb carbon
: s played POWerf’u(Hl the social side, the plight of indigenous people
iages ago decimated }}: on the eonscience of those whose forefathers
N environmental the native inhabitants of North America. Brazil-
al problems thus have a high intemationa] visibility;

fUrth
er enCOu .
raged by the proximity——cultural, polirical and geo-
d States of America.

graphi

1cal—

In Indiao[f)the country to the Unite

ern , Dy contra i :

e ereet Bdiss Do ;t, neither Northern green classics nor North-

% ns of environme e had much of a presence: Again, the repercus-

W;gely whiiin Ind'mal degradanon——grave as they are—are containe

b elmingly — ia, as are the agents of degradarion, who are over-
: " . i

e bOt}:‘rFCHF departments and private capitalists. In Bra-

b . . . .

e World Bank h oreign firms and foreignh 2id agencies such 3

ave had a determining influence o1 the process ©

o it is the ele-

develo
Thi?;edniz through destruction.
Ments COmm:)mCt’OﬂS matter, but in the final reckoning!
::natter more In tg Brazil and Indian environmentalism that might
entrally Con' E oth countries the environmenta has
a greater o em uted to a deepening of democracy,
for decisios_;niss of decision making and a greater 369
Zen is realizin akers. As José Lutzemberger PU¢ itin 1978, “The citi-
g that he needs to participate in politics because if 10t

the bUr
ea
ucrats [and, I would add, the politicians] will steamroll right
s happening 27 he

over him

needs to 'SEC needs to participate 0 know what 13

Mental moVout’ even if it is in vain.” | th countries the environ-
Issues’ to m — has moved beyor with ‘quality of life
ore directly challenging the official versi I

.+ ans still ur

tutes
welfar
e .
and prosperity. The politicians
» the greens ¢*P

the
necess
. ar o
claims for }}1’ sacrifices for ‘Jevelopment
what they are, t -+ uting to the persistence 0
s character-

soci : hat is, as contr!
) al strife and ecologi ? o,
cologica green
predatory

1ze devel | deterioration:
develo mopm’em as it has unfolde
pment;’ their Indian co¥

tructive,’ nterparts replace’
) but the mean' i
ing remain

s much the same-

A CH
IPKO/CHICO COMPARISON
ge high up in the up-

On M
arch 27, 1973, in a remote Himalayan villa
d a group of loggers

per G
.
getic valley, a group of peasants stoppe
5. The trees stood on land owne
em tO a SPOrts-

fro .
m felling a stand of hornbeam tre¢
“oh had auctione t
¢ behalf the loggers

b
8th>g§ state forest department, ¥ i
company in distant Allahabad, on who
name of the village whic

had
come. The peasants of Mandal—*

B——
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adjoined the fores; parch\prevemed feHing by nhreatenmdg'toef”j‘;f

Or ‘stick’ ¢4 (Cbz'pko) the trees The Manda] episode sparke 31 irnby

of simily, Protests through the ’70s, a dozen of more episodes lebmvar-
il Peasantg Stopped COntracygyg from feHing trees for externa

. N s . antv
€ts. These Protests collectlvely constitute (he Chipko move
ecognized L4 one of t}

. initiar; s of
€ most amous enVJronmentaI Inrtiative
our times,

and 8razing resources;

INdustry,] Pollutiop, and mining; and con-

ICts over the siting of large - One capy understapq each of th;SC
. ' € Processes of Degrada-
test—_ ontroversy (1004/)~C0ntroversy (na-
o, for instance, we note that

1 the gpe hand ¢, shortages of fuel,
Odder a4 Smal] timbey for loca]

“Ommunjtjeg and on the ot'her L
Shortageg Materia] f,, 00d-base industry (with Himala-
Yan timp,e Ing esp cially pri, das the only source of softwood in
India), he stare Ined
ind

Marked]y i, favor of one party todthj
€ other Party, ;o Pcasants, respon ﬁe
- Picked UP by a pregs that js amongst t .
€1n the world, the Protests thep, 8ave shape to 4 debat

e
malay,p FeSts should pe Managed—by, comm
Dities, the State i Ital;

SPecies should be plﬂﬂt‘;j
aNd protecred._ nifers, broadJea d, or exotics; and o what Shof’
COnstituge st’s Primary, product\wood for industry, bio-
mass for yij, '

T and cleap 4, for the community at

arge. Finally, this regi N-specifc debate [oq Inturn 1o , national de-

ate on the directiop of foreg; Policy in he country as 3 whole. L

. een Numergy lite]e Chipkos, SO te speak,
Xt thy

maZOH, 2 Massjye €Xpansion of the road
networkxwiv-h Some 80 mileg built between 1960 and _]98f4—:
Opened the way for settlerg f, the souch, in search of quCl; Oa_
Onists an4 t00k away the timber of m .
her valuahe trees. Ip thirty years almos

L,
T, a staggering 60 million hectares of fores
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Oor an
bt ﬂfza larger than France, had been logged or burnt over. An
a - ;
ted 85 per cent of this had been converted into pastures for
and use on poor soils that

livestock; a most inappropriate form of |
hed by the next downpour

wer . ,
of eto be exposed and further impoveris
rai : - X . .

n. All in all, this has been a colossal ccologlcal disaster: in the

word o ) . .
e s of one Brazilian scholar, ‘the burning of the Amazonian for-
s : . : ¢ i

represents the most intensive destruction of biomass 1n wor d

history,’

Among the human communities affected by this devastation were

zzgeim’s and harvesters of forest produce such as rubber, Brazil nuts,
firmt | e babe‘lsso palm. Unfortunately, these people often did not have
- hegal citles to the land and forests they worked, whereas the
detc ers and loggers.had on their side the powers of a government
f()rermmed to exploit and rapidly ‘develop’ the region. When the
losfsis were taken over by ranchers.—-sometimes at gunjpoint——they
o their lands as well as their livelihoods. In the province of Acre,
r example, ranchers bought 6 million hectares between 1970 and

10,000 rubber tappers: Aided

E)975, in the process displacing more than

f}’ men such as Mendes, the tappers resorted to their own innovative

orm of protest: the empaté or stand-off. Men, women and children

mafChed to the forest, joined hands, and dared the workers and their

;i‘am-saws from proceeding further. The first empaté took place on
arch 10, 1976—three years Jfter the first Chipko protest. Over the

next decade, a series of stand-offs helped save tWO million acres of

forest from conversion into pastureland.

From the mid 1970s the rubber tapper
of their own, and 1n 1987 they joined han
hab“ams of the Amazon to form a Forest Peopl
This alliance pledged to defend the forest and la

bers. It also worked for the creation of ‘extractive T
protected from the chain-saw where rubber tappers and others could

sustainably harvest what they needed without ffecting the forest’s
capacity for regenerating irself. But as the rubber tappers became
more organized, ‘the ranchers became more determined In their ef-
forts to drive them off the land,’ forming a coalition of their own,
the Uniao Democratica Rural. In a region already scarred by high
levels of violence, the conflict escalated in tragic ways. In 1980 ranch-
ers and their agents had assassinated Wilson Pinheiros @ prominent
union organizer. Eight years Jater, on December 22, 1988, they fin-
ally eliminated Chico Mendes, shot dead as he came out of his house.
There are striking similarities berween the Chipko movement

endes and his associates. Both drewona

and the struggle of ChicoM

L

s have had a vigorous union
ds with the indigenous in-
es’ Alliance (see box).
nd rights of its mem-
eserves, arcas
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long history of peasant resistance to the state and outsiders: in thli
Himalayan case, stretching back a hundred years and more. Bfoltl-
thought up novel and nonviolent forms of protest to stop'tree'fil _
ing; protest forms in which women constituted the front-line o eh
fense, a tactical move that worked well in inhibiting loggers. In eacl
case the leadership was provided not by city-bred or educaFed acu-
vists but by ‘organic’ intellectuals from within the community. NCI"
ther struggle was merely content with asking the loggers to go home:
the Forest Peoples Alliance proposed sustainable reserves, V\{hereas
Chipko workers have successfully mobilized peasant women in pro-
tecting and replenishing their village forests. Both movements have
F‘ AMAZONIAN VOICES
In its second national meeting,
Council of Brazil offered its ‘homp

their lives for the principles affirmi
remember our most Ulustrious ¢

then resolved to strugg

Part [1: Environmentalism’s Second Wave

held in 1989, the Rubber Tappers

ge to all those in the struggle who gave
ng our regional cultures. Especially we
omrade Chico Mendes.” The Council
le for the following program:

POLICIES FOR DEVELOPMENT FOR

FOREST PEOPLES
1. Models of develo

traditions of forest

the quality of life.

. The right to participate in the
government projectsforforest
as well as other extractive po
entities that represent these workers.

3. Public guarantees to scrutinize and curb
projects already destined for Amazonia,
projects that damage the environment an

4. Information on p
projects tc be sub;
of the organizati
projects.

pment that respect the way of life, cultures and
peoples without destroying nature, and that improve

process of public discussion of all the
sinhabited by Indians and rubber tappers
pulations, through the associations an

the disastrous impacts of
and the immediate halt of
d Amazonian peoples.
olicies and projects for Amazonia and any 13}’8‘3
ecttodiscussionin Congress, with the participation
ons that represent those people affected by these

Based on these principles, the Council 4l
agrarian reform, education and healzh,
protection of human rights.

so outlined specific progmnzf for
credit and marketing, and the

Manna Hecht and Alexander Cockburn, The Fate of the

Forest: Developers, Destroyers and Defenders of the Amazon (London:
Penguin, 1990), Appendix E.

| ]
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taken reco .
urse to an ideology that carries wide appeal in th
Chandiprasad Bhatt and

tes. Th

SUndert;ajvg)aE est-known Chipko leaders,

priests have Suuguna, are lifelong Gandhians. Likewise, Catholic

called, when arPPOYted the rubber-tappers; and as Chico Mendes re-
rested after an empaté protesters would sing hymns en

rou
Thecr police lock-up.

Co,mparablelguf movement and Chico Mendes’s struggle are broadly

ation has had d; not, pf course, }dentlcal. While Himalayan deforest-

soil erosion anjt‘i:b{ng_ecologlca he shape of increased

zon represents a the incidence Qf floods—th !earipg of the Ama-

extinction of h much more serious loss of biodiversity, through the
undreds of species of insectss plants, birds and ani-

ment has attracte

mals, This ;
(This is one reason why the Brazilian move
rnational attention than did Chipko).

greater, :
On the‘ and continuing, inte
. social si .
terized by a Lside, f_OYCSt conflicts in the Amazon have been charac-
cracy are ratthCh higher level of violence. The craditions of demo-
o1 less robust in Brazil than in India, and the expression
ith force. It is

of pr
otest : .
and dissent more likely there t© be met W
he Chipko movement for its

signifi ,
nfnviclizi Ez%iw,hlle we tend to honor't .
temembered Latrluque of Rrotest, tbe Amazon struggle 1s more often
One mu;t i east ?utslde Brazil, fgr the.wolent death. of its leader.
fiovements & tl?te_, inally, the prolexc misrepresentations © ‘both
ten reduced tc})/ e fnternatlonal' media. The Amazon strugg]e’ls of-
the image of Chico Mendes as 2 ‘green martyr who

kewise, the

died trvi
tryi ¢ 4 . .
ying to ‘save the Amazon from its destroyers: Li
of unlettered womer ‘saving the

m

H?:]tal}:;i:léar image of Chipko is :

queEFeud é;breatenmg to hug the trees: There has arisen d mysti-

and deeper lP'kO and Chico that unf.ortunat.ely obscures their r.eal

has been i meaning, as srrugg!es 'm V\‘/thh envu‘onmental protectlon
nseparable from social justice.

eir societ-

| effects—int
s—the ¢

REDEFINING DEVELOPMENT
ologies ofjustice———Gandhism, Buddhism
dened by amore 8¢ | assertion of ‘eco-
alism of t ntributed to a
dea of deve elf. Intellectuals
s have fashioned a critique of the in-
¢ policies, urging that it give
. .onmentally friendly and
ent. These efforts have some-
e early environmentalists

Feed;

e . s ,

ding on indigenous ide
nera

?ern?iiti};;h?ism—an.d embol
PrOfOund’r th}f' elil'vnronmem'
sympathe rethinking of the1
dastta] tic to these‘movement
way to a‘dnd urbaq bias of 'governmen
altoget}? ecentralized, socially awaré
s er more ge'ntlle form of df:velopm

rawn explicitly on the ideas of th

& e

Jopment its



Poster of Chico Mendes, leader of the Brazilian rubber-tappers, issued after the

assassination of Mendes in December 1988,

SOURCE Susanna Hecht and Alexander Cockburn, The Fate of the Forest
(Verso Books)

Poster of April 19 89,

SOURCE S#s
(Verso Books)
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discussed in Chapter II. But they have also bgen epriched bX rggre‘
contemporary thinking in ecology and the soc.lal sciences. Deve ksd
ment as conventionally understood and practised has been attac ~é-
on a philosophical plane, but critics have been forthcoming Wlt}fl nOZer
to-the ground, sector-specific solutions as well. In the rea!m o fWa 0
management, they have offered to large dams the alter.nau've 0 sr}rll :
dams and/or the revival of traditional methods of irrigation such a
tanks and wells. In the realm of forestry, they have asked Whet}.‘ef
community control of natural forests is not a2 more just a.nd SUS‘ama
able option when compared to the handing over of pubhc land En :
platter to industrial plantations. In the realm of fisheries, they hav
deplored the favors shown to trawlers at the expense of coun-tr}./boagsé
suggesting that a careful demarcation of ocean waters, restricting td'-
area in which trawlers can operate, might allow freer play to indl
genous methods as well as facilitate the renewal of fish stocks. '

As in the North then, in the South too there is an active environ-
mental debate as well as environmental movement. To be sure, Fhe"e
are some salient differences to be noted. Where Northern enVer'nf-
mentalism has highlighted the significance of value change (the Sh‘l ‘
to ‘postmaterialism’), Southern movements seem to be more strongly
rooted in material conflicts, with the claims of economic justice—
that is, the rights to natural resources of poorer communities—
being an integral part of green movements. This is why these
movements work not only for culture change but also, and some-
times more directly, for a change in the production system (see bo?c)h'
And where Southern groups have tended to be more adversarial Wit
regard to their government—opposing laws and policies deemeddto
be destructive or unjust—Northern groups have more often ha 2
constructive side to theijr prograrns, working with their government
in promoting environmentally benign laws and policies.

In both contexts there has now accumulated a rich body of re-
flective work to complement direct action: althcugh in the P,Oorir
countries the line of causation seems to run the other way, with intel”
lectual reflection, for the most part, being prompted by or follo"?r;gt
popular protest (in contrast to the North, where books like S \e/e_
Spring might even be said to have sparked off the environmental mo o
ment). Finally, while Northern greens have been deeply ﬁ_‘emlveth_
the rights of victimized or endangered animal and plan} species, }510“;655
ern greens have generally been more alert to the rights of the
fortunate members of their own species. _ b A

One thing that brings together environmentalists in bot e
texts, however, is the anti-environmental lobby they have to con
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e
ENVIRONMENTALISM AND THE DEEPENING
OF DEMOCRACY

Broce Henry David Tbom’m once remar/eea’ that ‘In Wildness is the
rvation of the World. The experience of modern Brazil seems to call
for a postscript, that ‘In Democracy is the Preservation of the
Environment,’ as these passages from a recent book explain:
¢ environmental degradation has increasingly come to
f the democratic struggle to buildand consolidate
Efforts to promote environmental rights
ous segments of the social movement, Who
o essential public goods such as water and
nt quality to guarantee decent

The struggle agains
beunderstood asaparto
a new model for citizenship.
have brought together numer

have sought to ensure access t

i‘.lr'm adequate amounts and with sufficie
iving standards; the use of collective goods needed for the social

reproduction of specific socio-cultural groups such as rubber tappers,
nut gatherers, fishermen, and indigenous people; 2 guarantee for the
public use of natural resources such as green areas, waterways, headwaters
and ecosystems, whichhave oftenbeen degraded by private interests that

are incompatible with society’s collective concerns. - - -
... It [is ] clear that in the Brazilian socio-environmemal crisis,

FCO]OgiCal degradation and social inequality are tWO branches stemming
rom the same root, namely, the specific ways in which capitalism has

develéped in Brazil by throwing peasants off their land, expanding the
frontiers of agri ingland speculation and deforestation,

_business, encouragl

wearing out land and drying up rivers, making craditional fishing an
forest extractivism unfeasible, adopting an environmentally harmful
industrial standard, overloading urban structures, concentrating wealth,
and marginalizing population groups. - - -

... Itis necessary to seek a kind of development that is not limited
— preserving the supply and prices of natural resources 5 productive
Inputs. The majority of the Brazilian population is not interested 1n 4
kind of developmentthat pretendsto be ‘sustainable’ simply by technically
reconverting productive systems and adoptinga capitalist rationaleinthe
use of natural resources: We should seek to change the determinant logic
of development and make the environmemal variable be incorporated as
acomponent of the people’s living and working conditions. This kind of
change only depends secondarily on possibilities for teghnical progress.

In fact, it depends primarily on the democratization of political
processes. . - - To democratize control over natural resources to
deprivatize an environment that is common tO society and nations, to
introduce democracy into environmemal administration, and to ensure

trimony constitute the agenda

the public character of common natural pa
of issues [for the environmental movement] - - -

Source: Henrl Acselrad, editon E
(Botafogo: I[BASE, 1992), Preface.

d Democracy

nvironment an
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with. In countries such as the United States, businessme? and }'ndlixsd
trialists have been the most hostile critics of the greens. i1 Ir'ldl'iabi)th
Malaysia they are joined by state officials and techn.ocrats,.wnlmem_
private and public promoters of development attacking envxrorblo-ms’
alists as motivated by foreigners, as creating law-and-order pre IZCCd
or as wishing only to keep tribals and rural people ‘bz'.c.kward, p C o
In a museum for themselves and their fellow romantics to gaw has
The most famous and powerful of these anti-environmentahstfi .
been the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Mahathir bin Mohammed. =
1990, he announced that he and his government did not

intend to turn the Penan into human zoological specimens tobe ga“’k‘ij

atby tourists and studied by anthropologists while the rest of the wﬁrrs

passesthemby . .. It’s our policy to eventually bring all jungle dwelle

: g . ; . less
into the mainstream . . . There s nothingromantic about these helpless,
half-starved and disease-ridden people.

Two years later, in a documen
mit, Mahathir’s government

t specially prepared for the Earth Sum
insisted that

The transition from cavea
isaphenomenon that
from time immemor
stand in the wa
development.

nd forest dwelling to village and urban living
has marked the transformation of human sqc1etl€5
ial. The environmental activists have no right to
y of the Penans in this process of change and human

Not only with re

8 g co been
gard to the Penan, not just in Malaysia, it has
the signal contri

. . ;i th to
butions of environmental activists to speak tlru e
power, to ask of politicians and other rulers the uncomfortab i q
tons: Development at what cost? Progress at whose expense?



