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with. In countries such as the United States, businessmen and indus-
trialists have been the most hostile critics of the greens. In India and
Malaysia they are joined by state officials and technocrats, with both
private and public promoters of development attacking environment-
alists as motivated by foreigners, as creating law-and-order problems,
or as wishing only to keep tribals and rural people ‘backward,” placed
in a museum for themselves and their fellow romantics to gawk at.
The most famous and powerful of these anti-environmentalists has

been the Prime Minister of Malaysia, Mahathir bin Mohammed. In
1990, he announced that he and his government did not

intend to turn the Penan into human zoological specimens to be gawked

atby tourists and studied by anthropologists while the rest of the world
passesthemby . .. It’s our policy to eventually bring all jungle dwellers

into the mainstream . . . Thereis nothing romanticabout these helpless,
half-starved and disease-ridden people.

Two years later, in a document specially prepared for the Earth Sum-
mit, Mahathir’s government insisted that

The transition from cave and forest dwelling to vill
1saphenomenon that has marked the transformatio
from time immemorial. The environmental

stand in the way of the Penans in this proc
development.

age and urban living
nof human societies
activists have no right to
ess of change and human

Not only with regard to the Penan, not just in Malaysia, it has been
the signal contributions of environmental activists to speak truth to
power, to ask of politicians and other rulers the uncomfortable ques-
tions: Development at what cost? Progress at whose expense?

Socialism and
Environmentalism

(or the Lack Thereof)

EARLY SOVIET ENVIRONMENTALISM

ica, along with
The affluent societies of the Europe andlll\lc(zir\tgl;\l?:lzl;tm as theg‘First’
Japan, Australia, and New AERATEAS C}? li)cated in Africa, Asia, and
World; the poorer nations of the SO P e hlighted chink-
Latin America, as the ‘Third’ World. . 'II?hird Worlds. but has. thus far
crs and movements from the Flc?t arl;litories in between. It now ax‘riYes
left unmentioned the people and te s behind the Iron Curtain which
o .Secorlfi s ct)}c]:' iggnv:;fe distinguished, before the 1;311 of
e nelthcr r\ch n‘;’;gp(} by their commitment to t.he 1dc(?108y;1) St“t:
the‘BC.rlm ! iin cussi)on shall focus on the Soviet Umc:jn,wﬁorelgxs
soc.xahsm- e hat was the Big Brother of the Se.con . ziiiqn
wile R th ter has spoken of the obsession o : r?',{;és
tpe prewel afwith catching up with the i flgenc }SOL%Lovi&
- POllf_‘C‘?n ¢+ manifested itself much earlier ‘nl ltg(?/ The
S ol o, a}llce First rather than the Secon(d \W}?r d : taor.cﬁ{[Ch
L o, g0 afterht ik Revolution of November 1)17_ O}.)j hat ‘onl
leaders of the Bols el\l/1 s economic terms, for_they believe dt 1\:1 tr)’
up in milita}’y as we ]'azation would save their beleaguere ;.OLm y
brealneck mdustrlatl) the capitalist powers. As Joseph St'ddl‘?, (’r?‘:
from being O\;Tfrt;u?o Zne hundred years behind the most advancec
said, “‘We are
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countries. We must close this gap in the span of ten years. Either we
dc? th.at or they will sweep us away.’ The worship of technology, the
faith in industrial production as a means of solving social problems,
the arrogant neglect of natural constraints, all helped shade the differ-
ence between Soviet communism and American capitalism. Writing
in 1933, Aldo Leopold wrote insightfully of what worked to unite
political systems apparently opposed to each other:

Asnearlyas] 3 i
can see, all the new isms—Sociali i =
T ook g o ' Soqahsm, Commymsm,FaSC
R e Japitalism itself in their preoccupation with one
- gl. Teh 1sulxbunon of more machine-made commodities to more
Pf ple. ; ough they dc;spxse each other they are competitive apostles
of a single creed: salvation by machinery.

i/})wq programs of industrial reconstruction were buttressed by
Ofarxm;n, an ideology which has an unshakeable faith in the powers
be}gs@;zx}w}ﬁt{e:}in:blo%y' to tz;me‘ and conquer nature. Marxists also
2 e : olition of private property leads automatically to

: ion o pplluuon, for the victory of communism would eli-
minate the capitalists who stoop to anything—putting untreated efflu-

= i
a;m::;(é:lh? water, er e).(amp]ev—to protect their profits. In this view;
{)}; al contamination of the environment would be taken care
o %thl;}: il-sezmg axx}]qlall-knowing system of centralized planning.
e ‘Th’ main, by a deep indifference to nature and
1ts. “I'he proper goal of communism,’ remarked Leon Trot-

sky in the early 1920s, ‘is the domi
and the domination of technolo bm .
ials of nature will yield e Planmng, so that the raw mater-
besides.” A decad lyle USp to mankind all that it needs and more
= . £\ decade later a Soviet scy . .
. entist cl ¢ - ,
humankind has been the road from sla ; almzdl:lhatd it A
! il £ ¢ very and blind subjection to
;nc clelg..cpml forces of nature to the struggle [and] con uest]of fay
HRCSIOHS of SOCla_hsm ... the natural resource ba(ic ior the e::o—
homy 1s not ¢ - e bas
I y 1s not c,’ontr:u ting, but has all of the in redients for limitless
development. gredients for himities
lhe{ s1gns were unpropitious, but as it happened in the first ten
years of communist rule a fledgeling conservatjo n the first
g s . “ i nm o
take.lr'xwprc§51ve strides. There already existed a rich r(e)vamei'lt was 10
tradition of natural history and nature protection soprie_tr.evo EF;(})]n}.:ré/
1 > . Cc
helped set aside endangered habitats. In the firgt il Iest:rIv ic ba
1917, concurrent with the Bolshevik assumption ofb o ovemae
: A 2 . owe -
vation Conference in Petrograd discussed a p]’()p(‘)gpl ‘Or, ahC?FSCr
sa n the lypes

ation of nature by technology,
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of Sites where it is Necessary to Establish deovedniki on the Model
of the American National Parks.” In fact the Russian understanding
of Zapovedniki, or protected areas, was more sophisticated than the
American. National Parks in the U.S. had been established for _cultgral
Soviet scientists were asking for sites
gical criteria, toactasa ‘baselme

f human intervention in other,

and_nationalist reasons, whereas
of virgin nature to be selected on ecolo
from which to judge the suitability 0
SO to say unprotected areas.

T

LEON TROTSKY ON THE

SOCIALIST CONQUEST OF NATURE

One of the architects of the Russian Revolution outlines his

vision of socialist man’s domination of nature.
The present distribution of mountains and rivers, of fields,.of meadows?
of steppes, of forests and seashores, cannot be considered final. Man e
.already made changes in the map of nature that are not f.eW nor
}HSignificant. But they are mere pupil’s practice in cgmpanson with thﬁt
1s coming, Faith merely promises to move mountains; but techno og)(/j,
which takes nothing ‘on faith’, is actually able tocut down mountains an
move them. Up to now this was done for industrial purposes (mm@f)l (l)r
for railways (tunnels); in the future this will be done onan immeasura )l}i
larger scale, according to a general industrial and arustic plan. M;.m “i
occupy himself with re-registering mountainsandrivers, and wxl'] earnestly
and repeatedly make improvements in nature. In the e.nd, he VY!” have re-
built the earth, if not in his own image, at least according to his taste. We
have not the slightest fear that this taste will be bad e )
... Through the machine, manin socialist societ)’W‘_HComm"mfj_m[;l;e
inits entirety . . . He will point out places for mountains and pass_es_. 1 e
will change the course of the rivers, and he will lay down rules for ;16
oceans. The idealist simpletons may say that this will be a bore, but that

is why they are simpletons . . .

oted in C. Wright Mills,
278-9.

Source: Leon Trotsky, qu The Matssss
garmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1963), pp-

: a1 fic re ;er]’l
Indeed, in the early years of Soviet rule both scientific rese

and university education flourished. The historian Doufglsls l\Wemitlll
speaks of the 1920s as “a golden age’ for the teaching 0 ~{O§§ﬁm_
Russia. No longer subject to the ‘shackles of the obszuran;x;tnmions
nov censors, biology was free to introdL}Ce the most E-l;vamecologists,
into the classroom. An entire generation of 8":nefnumt’ion :
and experimental biologists of world rank was in formatiott
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Some names mi
repute were N. L. Vag\}/]itlobe Ohffered here. Among biologists of world
of crop races; and G. F ét e great student, collector and classifier
logical niche’ of a speci auze, who pioneered the idea of the ‘eco-
the scholar to Whompweleo& One must also mention V. I. Vernadskil
was Vernadskii who, fort we the terms ‘biosphere’ and ‘geosphere: i;
e y— Of,th Cylyears before the publication of the Limits
ductive i ey lir;itsubdof Rome, pointed out that natural pro-
imaginary and they are and that }hese limits are real; they are not
the scientific stud o(f not theoretical. They may be ascertained b
ral limit to our pZod nature and represent for us an insuperable :'mtu)j
Ory expertise wit 10v-tian-shanskii, who combi -
was to will his col?eitrignma?t;c 7 (.)f Natnre. Semenowt’;&‘li‘%j;gii‘ii
in Moscow; this incl dod OO’O.OO insects to the Zoological Museum
discovered and first dzscer-bsf(){ec}mens of 900 species which he had
nature to be the ‘great b l ke hlmself' Little wonder that he thought
‘indispensable for our fuoi - tbe existence of all things,’ a muselglm
a museum which, in th:e er enlightenment and mental development
tructed by the hand of m e O.f its destruction, cannot be rzcons:
had ‘a great moral obli o Society, believed Semenov-tian-shanskii
showing himself to blegzt‘lon tlow-ard Nature,’ yet industrial ngsw;l;
mony of nature,’ determi%leeczioglcal parvenu. .. disrupting the har-
awrvewasihe inspiratien of to destroy ‘that grand tablg hich
This efflorescence of scze;’t?;'ts‘, e
creation an S Fiscoue C researc .
the CentraldBC\?rnesa(\)th(iitiin ;’f CdonServatio:svgziseiicgfr;ﬁam?d b]ycihf{
acronym), which WOrkedefotU y of Local Lore (TsBK el
cural heritoe: ‘ r the protect; ,1n 1ts Russian
fense O‘?X?E;jg‘fgf;al bOdX’ rhs All-%llfxrr;:'f natural as well as cul-
for Conservatin:n(vgaoms (ZhIVRAS); and t‘;‘ln j5\c1>clety fpr the De-
most distinguished Sovie P>~’ Wblc}l drew into fi:ts fLRUSSlan iR
of 2000 branches and 6OtOSOC(’)e:1tIStZ By the late twentiogf'lfcgaebd ths
a membership of e embers; the Ukranian s § -
it brought Ouﬁ thflor?gilz/o?l) had only 1400 pz?éd_n society claimed
bi-monthly with a circulr;ga journa’ Okbrana Prirotip men'lberS’ e
Sciegtisns and their soci:;r;el:;:cess of 3000. %, an illustrated
tor Vladimir Illyich Lenin, who w"re incoul-
trekker and nature lover himself Itd;,t = br9
ber 1921, a new decree for the ‘I.)roteziiﬁ;nl
o

Gardens and Parks,” which prohibited hy

?}%ZS bfy tht? Soviet dicta-
; Who0 a bxolc?gisr and a
fMonslgned, in Septem-
ks dur_nepts of Nature,

g and fishing in existing
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7z y
apovedniki and encouraged the establishment of new ones. By 1929

;hgﬁh‘g’zrﬁ 61 za‘?ovea’ni/ezf in.the USSR, covering an area close to
soverned beCta;es. Woods falhqg outsxd(? these protect;d areas were
et PI‘Omotys (;rest que which was mgn;d into law n ]ply 1923:
biting clea ed reforestation and sustained-yield logging while prohi-
ey r-cutting 1n districts where forest cover was less than 8 per
t of the land area.
Scieircl;etrgsfpeﬂ thf? 19205. appear to have been a g?lden age for‘ Soviet
Batiocan and for Soviet env1ropmentahsm as well. Ecologlcal conser-
lon's moment In the Soviet sun,’ remarks Weiner ruefully, ‘was
;r;g(l}ca”}’ brief." There seem to be uncanny paraﬂlels between the defcat
U andhism in India and the retreat of environmentalism 10 the
b SSR. I%‘Oth streams, after promising beginnings, were vapquished
y the rise to power of a philosophy of state-led industrialization
.that would not recognize natural constraints. But where the Gandh-
1ans merely went back to their ashrams, their Russian counterparts
were less fortunate. Vernadskii, for example, spent many years in ex11§;
Gauze was PrOhibited from designing new experiments; most tragic
of all was the end of Vaviloy, who, having crossed swords with the
impostor Trofim Lysenko~—5talin’5 pet biologist—'died in prison.
~ The demise of Soviet environmentalism was signalled by the f%rst
Five-Year Plan of 1929-34, which sought to radically alter prqductlon
methods in agriculture and industry- The plan mand'ated an increase
1 timber production from 178 t0 280 million cubic metres; other
targets were equally far-reaching. There was noV relentless pressure
on ecologists to show ‘results,” to make their research lead dmulv to
the economic exploitation of natural resources: The CO“e}:tlvuanon
of agriculture destroyed numerous prgtgctgd areas ((i)n ;/; S'tep},)esd’
converting natural biological communities 11t° fields. Mining an

logging were allowed in other wild areas. ' ove<711kzdonce
covered 12.5 million hectare 50s this had declined to a

s, by the early
mere 1 5 l o
.5 million hectares. o _
 onists were on the defensive, 10 a profes

Ecologi ervatl :
gifgand cem attacks on chem and their

sional as much -holog! lsense.The
ch as psychologicd . ’
o ; missars and communists thundered that

work were unforgiving. Co™ ) 1
there was no place any mor for a ‘saccharine-sei hich had, they
to nature, for the ‘naked idea of preservat! e 1C The ’TSBK
tho“ght, inhibited the further development of socia 1s.rtn- F2 ity
was mocked as a ‘Society for the Preservation c?fAnt}qul Y, e
cieties were €

. )
for Protection fro " i fessors -oamed. The aim @
pared to zapovedniki where protﬁCted pro1esso
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societies, 1t w i A ! ;
as , ‘
Respected schiohss S}j]d) was 10 ‘save nature from the Five-Year Plan.
missed as un—Mar.xic?own for their conservationist views were dis.
st or anti- luti )
world bourgeois revolutionary, even as ‘agents of the
oviet conservation in i
) tion in fi
—— = its first and :
ree distinct varieti - most fruitful phase
favored the promvcal’letles of environmentalism: forpccoloh?jt r(;f}iz
combined careful scit:azn Of- l;]ndlsmrbed wilderness; for t}%osz who
: ce with rural sk §
of sustained-yi ral romanticism; and iti
‘ bl m; and for practitioners
ations had dis};ppenrzz??gemem- By the late *30s the firstptwo orient-
fic co sappeared into near-oblivion. The thi .
s P \ livion. e third strand, of s 1-
, still existed, but in an uneasy coalitio ) _filcwnt
S alition with state-

planned industrializati

' 1al1 :

wing sid zauon. A scientist who f : .
g side wrote that it was ound himself on the win-

evident that the old th —
: proposition that(ieteiporyf :f conservation of nature for nature’s sake
in such sharp opposition to bncfm ol s i \Sm B
P ot e othour economicand our scientificinterests
‘hhc prhesewmmn g ourland of socialism-in-the-maki N
> what may, of the existing state of natlx?rge ' b. {n t}?é
b

rationalinterventi
ion, stu
forces—thatiswhat ;hoxi}c;,{)naswr% i i A
: .
eemblazoned on thebann ‘f e
ers of our society.

When as 1
sessing the fat .
s it Whici n livede Oi Soth environmentalism, th Jitical
Russia of the 1930s and 1‘”‘9“ died must never be overl > L edPI? mc}?
an rioo
place in which intellectual e by the most totalitarian fe e Wik
Vavilov was one of kil political dissent was i 5 sotc):lletles, ’
_ Was ene oran estimated impermissible. N. L.
lutionaries who perished i hl,SO0,000 scholars, writers and
however nildly; Gpit in the death samps fis > . s and revo-
aside from the , opinions that departed from thr 1 forward,
ressur ; e : :
constraints to thp ssures of economics, then, th paty line: S
b4 bl
side the narrow e expression of environmenta’l' S el
range Istv -
ge of what was considered a 1€WS;{1at lay 0¥
cceptable in Soviet

Russia.

THE THREE GORGES PROJE
ROJECT:
THAT WASN'T JECT: A PROTEST

I ([ -
n 1956, the all-powerful Chairman of China’s C
- a’s -
zfl swxm(;n the great Yangtze river; coming out i Party took
orwar ‘ @
to more spectacular demonstratio I Fhe water, he looked
nature: ns of man’s powers over
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SwiMMING
by Mao Zedong

ireat plans are being made;
. grldge will fly'to join the north and south,
Walleepfchasm will become 2 thoroughfare;
Ly hs ]Od stone will stand upstream tO the west
b old back \Wushffm’s clouds and rain,
1 a smooth lake rises in the narrow gorges:
Wf mountain goddess, if she is still there

ill marvel at a world so changed.

[translated by John Gittings)

G : :
alirseaI plans had first been made, in fact, 10 the 1920s, when the nation-
Tht eader Sun Yat-Sen suggested the building of a dam across the

ree Gorges, on the river’s upper reaches. The :dea was revived BY

Ma I 2 . .
o in the ’50s, but it took another thirty years for it to move from
sketches. As now proposed

Lhecpﬁ.hu?‘an’s poems to the engineer’s
feyet hl'na s planners, the Three Gorges Dam will be 185 metres (620
b b> lgh, generate 1 7,000 megawatts of electricity, take twenty years
uild, and cost a staggering 50 billion U.S. dollars (224 billion
yuan). It will be a feat of ‘engineering giganticism,’ the last defiant

Sym 1 I j
ir)l’ hbol of state planning, the Jast of the heroic projecss comparable
the country’s history on

ly to the Great Wall itself.
SOV.COmml_mist China treats dissent with the same arroga
pa i Russia, but in early 1989 a group of brave journalists atnd schol-
co15ame tO_g'ether to publish a book, Yangtze! Yangt.ze/, w.hlch ook a
th band critical look at the Three Gorges project. Printed in February,
e book was at first widely and sympathetically cov

It f ered in the media.
t formed part of the ‘Peking Thaw;’ the wider pro—democracy move-
m . ]

ent that reached its peak with the students’ peac

: eful capture of the
city’s Tiannenmen Square. After the military fired on the demons™
d. and the stat€

tr .

hato_rs in June, the movement collapsed, came down
Yeavlly on the opponents of the dam. Several were ;alled; Yangtge"
angtze! was banned soon after the bloodbath, its remaining COp1€s

recalled from stores and pulped. .
The contributors t0 Yangtze! Yangtze! inclu

most respected hydrologists, physicists, ecologists aI
criticisms of the Three Gorges project focused on 1ts techno-econo-
mic unviability. These scientists argucd that the massive borrowing

of funds would generate unacceptably high le\{els of inflation; that

- d benefits an
the project’s promoters

nce as did

ded some of China’s
and planners: Their
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3}?:1:;;&5;(1)?11;65(2:&23“1; t}vla{ the dar.n woulEK not help control ﬂoods;
presently carried ol;:dz’ mépede stig traftl'c on the Yangtze, vx./thh
lines; that it wou%d incraez Pasjengers e‘qulvalen.t G e rgdway
an imPOrtant port, Chon - o 1‘mematxof}) 1eadmg eo the decline ©
from small-scale };rOjeCtsgt?ulng’ At st WO.U1d oisot MASN A
e hat were more practicable, less destructive
These techni lq icie resue
I aest}f:tigr;tlcxsn%shwere accompanied by social, environ-
many as 1.3 million egei g ¢ e dam would, when built, displace 2%
‘massive POPulation}zelr?c:t" CE’ e;]s one scholar pointed out, for this
kg s ridiculokus )1%11 the -plarmers offered a ‘resettlemellt
ready an overpopulated ar 1;reg10n, noted another expert, is ‘al-
depleted. To resettle a po i?a:\i] ha flOOd Sk G e
country will certainl excP:: d }?n L that of a small Europeap
y ed the local environmental capacity of this

mountainous region.” M

. Most eloquent of all
. \ )
ran botanist Hou Xueyu: ! s helement of the vt

Apartfromirr

hfrimgeog? 1;1:1;:;223@ dzl‘(rinége to the soil, the natural beauty and cultural

Three Gorges is the :U be permanently damaged as well. I think the

rounding areas hav o eauFlful of all the world’s gorges. The sur-

years old. These i e many national treasures, some more than 5,000
. These include the famous ruins of the ancient Daxi cult’ure,

d .
;I;inéogzscfériim ctlhe \ngng States period, the Eastern Han and the
g dynasties . . . Further, the Three Gorges has unique

geological features that i :

4 provideveryim :

All th : very important physical d

" 1d15 WOUlei be inundated if the reservoir Wzre b .;tafol‘resem:ch.
ould suffer incalculable economic losses Bl e

All over the w
(9 .
ments to an imrrlii,dl:rge dams are being challenged as ‘outdated monu
H st : : 2
and environment inseir;’t'syr?b()ls i3 centralizing, Capitai-imensive
1 = isitive form of devel .
acceptable. T T velopment that is nger
e qu s }he thmese critics of the Three Gorges proj Rglong
T e r T : ect re
that th ‘leart rom, this world-wide movement %h g ?“'el e
t & C}ﬂonstrucnon of the Itaipu hydro-electric p' hey grl}in y note
estanywhere—was o - roject—the grand-
y _ one of several such schemes th : 23
ed the Brazilian public debt, leading ¢ '“ofll at massively increas-
r : 0 an inflatio
ent. The - : . n rate
cent. They look hopefully across at the Silent Valley 1 ° :;16? %‘?r
n south India

and at the Franklin river in Australia, two instances wh :
dams were called off after popular protest es where projected

Tragically, the prospects of open and collect;
-lose to zero. Elsewhere, i : ollective protest in China
are clos ero. Elsewhere, in Brazil and India fo Y
chreatened with displacement have organized la r example, peopie
. ’ ree proc s .
antly uprooted reservolr markers, marched on privi};coigle%lgns, eiefx—l
and nationa
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capitals and burnt effigies of offending politici;}ns and Fechx;\ocga:‘.‘
These protests have not always been successful In stOPng,‘l‘e ! c’\
but at least they happen. In China, on the other hz.md, the mlf1 en z.l?.s
more victims of the Three Gorges Project must silently sufferasit!

bein i R e ] b urageous sclentists
uilt: d onl courag ,
g built: criticisms being offere y by B committee of

who were themselves swiftly silenced. In A RS e damn
the Communist Party finally voted to gi ea Ctgrporation
The next January, a Three Gorges Projec . ol
Was set up to oversee construction. Anarray of Lt
ing Nippon and Merril Lynch, lined up to bid fer con;ract}sl.orimrian
The conflict between environmental protection and aut o s
rule can only sharpen in China, a country which has%l}lfeﬁiéustria
€conomic regime while remaining a one-party state. :Slof po”u_
b.oom of the last decade has generated enormous amouhr_l B L
tion, but citizens are gravely inhibited from doing any* dmgainst he
In August 1993, villagers in Gansu Province proteste ag
contamination of their water by chemical }_)lan
of fish and livestock and an increase in respir
the factory’s managers, themselves well connected to
Party, disregarded their complaints, peasants took to tf
police were called in; they killed two protesters
others before restoring ‘order.’
~ The Chinese government, in . - Histatia
ation of a non-political group of nature-lovers. e, o ed the
Lian Congjie, applied in 1993 to register socxetyChim’s populace
‘Friends of Nature,” which ‘work Dormission Was
about the importance of environmenta b ing ignore
not refused but was not gramed either, / 1 Demn® s that
b icl ' el Yangtze' Dai Qng, N5
e officials, The editor of Yangeo g o sted in politics; I
S Eheugy Lians Congjie 52Y* »I e 1mment Joesn’t believe
091}’ want to help the environment the gove

him.’

1 orm-
deed, will not even permit the f :

DEMOCRACY AND ENVIRONMENTALISM’

AND THE TIES THAT BIND THEM
Assocmtlon, .1

The president of the Chinese Bankl project,
marked that in the <debate over the T i i
that there has not been €0 h democrays
allowed to be heard but t

The woman joumalist w

after the book was ba
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Today, many Chinese and foreign newspapers and magazines have la,bel}:i(i
me an ‘environmentalist.’ I am quite flattered by the title. Althqu};g g
have a great deal of respect for the environmental movement, neit Cwe
nor my colleagues considered ourselves environmentalists when i
were compiling and publishing Yangtze! Yangtze! Our goal.was to pu ;
Chinaallittle bit further towards freedom of speech on theissue of gov
ernment decision making.

The ideology of state socialism is antithetical to enVlfOI?ment?hzgi
on a number of grounds: in its worship of technology; in its alrr_og0 -
desire to conquer nature; through its system of Cent!"a] Pl‘"‘nm{n“ro_
which pollution control comes in the way of the fulfllx.ne!’j-t .Oé’en'
duction targets. Most of all, though, state socialism has mhxb)t.c e
vironmentalism by throttling democracy, by denying to those 1t 14

over the basic freedoms of association, combination, and expression:

DARING TO HOPE, HOPING
TO DARE

. ‘ - -mé, and
From an untitled poem by Bei Dao, translated by Geremie Barmé, ar
Y > _ )
guoted at the very end of a book that presented the case against tne
mammoth Three Gorges dam project:

I do not believe that the Chinese will forever
refuse to think for themselves;
I do not believe that the Chinese will never
speak out through their writings;
I do not believe that morality and justice will
vanish in the face of repression;
I do not believe that in an age in which

we are in communication with the world,

“freedom of speech’ will remain an empty phrase.

Source: Dai Qing, editor,

Yangtze! Yangtze! (English edition: London:
Earthscan, 1994), p. 265.

J

If in China protests against the Three Gorges dam surfaced in the
brief thaw of 1988-89, elsewhere in the communist world environ-
mental movements came to form part of a wider struggle for déﬂ_ﬂo'
cracy. In Poland, where the trade union Solidarity led the opposition
to Communism, it was also Solidarity which, through its local chapt-
ers, began studying and publicizing incidents of environmental abuse.
All over Eastern Europe, as the struggle against totalitarianism gather-
ed force in the 1980s, environmental groups began holding the state

: 5
onmentalism 13

o vLr .
Chapter 7: Socialism and En These crimes spoke for
% 2 esé :

to account for its ‘crimes against nature: £ the environment
T :

ation Of ; Jiae
themselves: that in Poland the COnmm;g and 1985; that in Czec
had reduced life expectancy between 19

aged
ad been damag
1 han 50 per cent of the forest ar(({ea 'dlntified a masswel
slo 1 than > € ; tu 1 o
b Zzikdljari?fﬁmt n Ronfania an mdePcr.ldemsssia t}}llc great Lake Baika
63]5 cencers’ of serious POHUtion; e RueutrOPhication' ainst
o
was dying a slow and painful deatlh due;rtunif)’ 0 speak 091;;53%{ the
. litt € Opp er in 1 )
Previously there had beerl' ise t0 pOWED, 5105t
all this, a stateyof affairs remedied by thebrl hev’s policies O.f glmtelite
"y ,l der Mikhail Gorbachev. Gor aSC viet Union 10 1tsdsa p
ovie r 1 e} s le) (4
o elct - ickly spilled over dmm theh more freel e tcame
penness, qlu y ow allowed to breathe nvironmemahsm
€ NOW ¢ e
;t]ate(si. Pleop e Werr The impetus for the new
and cleaner air.

lic Church
el d the Catholi¢ tists
: Solidarity an . from scien
f 1 f sources: from Germanys
ifrlol?;lzr\lls;nfrtc}),n? e\SIangelical clergy in B d-fashion

: kia; f ; dor
in Hungary and (326:01’10510\}’5l mf,: t
: A -
in Bulgaria and Rumania ty;annica
. ‘ &
Nikolai Ceuceascu, the mos Lireea
. . e
In these countries environm jgned oné
' i £1989 that consts E
in the revolutions o Green pa
I i hich followed, ~
n the elections w nia
Mt ,
ary representation 1n Rum fovs allied
i ironmentalls
Czechoslovakia env e
. "
Civic Forum led by the gg chev’s agen
In his own land Gorba ney that
an environmental cons;wuehis arrival. -
re : "
from about a decade_be o calism, interr
waves of Soviet env1f0”me;,lthough1 g
period of totalitarian rUIec.i matically d1saVe
his ‘personality cult’ was ff3 i
or
took another twenty )’e“‘raS
ing a place in the newsp
mid ’70s writers anC:lSC
. ¥ C
ling residues of unche T
more strident in the meou
and the near-sxm}lltar;r 3
this the biggest disast roups 2
lopment. Numerous &
one such was tff il
e 5
S.P Zalygln., blic no
Nature.” This pub

es:
guered water boa

ed democrats
Zhivkov and




136 il Eass
Part I1: Environmentalism’s Second Wave
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[translated from the Russian by Robert G. Darst, Jr.)

I'his was spoken in 1986 at the annual Congress of the USSR Union
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