‘Reintroduction of internal
border checks

Assigned readings for this session:
* Guild, Brouwer et al. (2015), 1-24- Briere, Chloé (2020)
* Cornelisse, Galina (2020)
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Figure 1: Small decrease in the number of applicants in the EU+ compared to 2015
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= Temporarily reintroduced in the context of COVID-19:

lﬁl_i‘klotifications’ of 2021
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Finland (26 April - 25 May 2021; 24 May — 15 June 2021)

Coronavirus COVID-19; all internal borders except the border
with Iceland

Iceland (17 May -15 June 2021)

Coronavirus COVID-19; all internal borders
Norway (11 May - 7 September 2021)

Coronavirus COVID-19; all internal borders
Denmark (12 May - 11 November 2021) *

Coronavirus COVID-19; to be determined but may concern all
internal borders

Hungary (23 May - 22 June 2021)

Coronavirus COVID-19; all internal borders
France (1 May - 31 October 2021)

Coronavirus COVID-19; all internal borders
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= Temporary border controls reintroduced in a context different from
COVID-19:

= Norway (12 May - 11 November 2021)

Terrorist threats, secondary movements; ports with ferry
connections to Denmark, Germany and Sweden

= Austria (12 May - 11 November 2021)

Secondary movements, risk related to terrorists and organized
crime, situation at the external borders; land borders with
Hungary and with Slovenia;

= Germany (12 May - 11 November 2021)

Secondary movements, situation at the external borders; land
border with Austria;

= Sweden (12 May — 11 November 2021)

Terrorist threats, shortcomings at the external borders; to be
determined but may concern all internal borders;

= Denmark (12 May - 11 November 2021)

Terrorist threats, organized criminality threats; to be
determined but may concern all internal borders;

= France (1 May - 31 October 2021)

Continuous terrorist threat, secondary movements; all internal
borders




Country Duration Reasons/Scope

International security conference of Globsec 2023 Bratislava Forum taking place at the same time as
27/05/2023 -

Slovakia 08/06/2023 the international event of the motorcyclist club Hells Angels MC Slovakia - World Run; all internal
borders
12/05/2023 - Threat to critical on-shore and off-shore infrastructures, Russian intelligence threat in Norway; ports with ferry
Norway )
11/11/2023 connections to the Schengen area
Denmark 12/05/2023 - Islamist terrorist threat, organised crime, smuggling, Russian invasion of Ukraine, irregular migration along the
11/11/2023 Central Mediterranean route; land border with Germany and ports with ferry connections to Germany
German 12/05/2023 - Increase in irregular migration from Tuarkiye through the Western Balkans, strain on the asylum reception
y 11/11/2023 system, human smuggling; the land border with Austria
Sweden 12/05/2023 - Islamist terrorist threat; all internal borders (exact borders to be determined)
11/11/2023
12/05/2023 - Pressure on the asylum reception system, high migratory pressure at the EU’s external border to Turkiye and

Austria the Western Balkans, threat of arms trafficking and criminal networks due to the war in Ukraine, human

11172023 smuggling; land borders with Hungary and Slovenia
New terrorist threats, increasing risk of terrorist organisations present on national territory targeting the Rugby
France 01/05/2023 - World Cup taking place in September and October 2023, increase in irregular entry flows at the external
31/10/2023 borders (from the Central Mediterranean and the Western Balkans); internal borders with Belgium,

Luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, ltaly, Spain
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Iceland 26/04/2023 -
24/05/2023

German 12/11/2022 -
Y 11/05/2023

Denmark 12/11/2022 -
11/05/2023

Norwa 12/11/2022 -
| Y 11/05/2023

Austria 12/11/2022 -
11/05/2023

12/11/2022 -
Sweden 11/05/2023

Council of Europe Summit in Reykjavik; all internal borders (specific border sections and border crossing points
to be determined by the National Commissioner of the Icelandic Police).

Secondary movements, smuggling, strain on national refugee reception facilities, need to increase security of
critical infrastructures; land border with Austria

War in Ukraine, smuggling and human trafficking, Russians fleeing conscription, returning terrorist fighters, risk
of exploiting by terrorists the migration routes, incidents involving the organised crime; the land borders and
ports with ferry connections with Germany and Sweden

War in Ukraine, need to increase the security of the Norwegian on-shore and off-shore gas facilities, situation at
the external border; ports with ferry connections to the Schengen area

Secondary movements, increase in irregular migration flows, smuggling activities, illegal entry of potential
terrorist threats, land borders to Slovenia and Hungary

Increase in irregular migration flows, risk of secondary movements, situation at the external border, all internal
borders




* controls have overtly been reintroduced in accordance with EU law

 Commission was, as evaluator, often sympathetic to the justifications
(whether in relation to the extraordinary influx, perceived threats to
public order, internal security or public health risks)

* there are still points requiring attention, though
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Conclus:on by Guild et al. (2015 17): the overarching interest is “protecting
the free movement of persons as laid down in Article 20 SBC, with only limited
and conditioned options for internal border checks”.

Rt A i | ‘radicalised people’ hiding amon
'_: not be considered a threatto ., B . ____ __ ﬁ.-_p_. _-.__-_gﬁ-- .

.y security, even though itis >d use of the “symbolism of Schengen” the Commission
! widely used layed by the pragmatic cost-benefit reasoning of the
member states in the discussion on internal border checks (Cornelisse, 2020)

Commission proposes a strategy on the future of Schengen,

I' scheduled for the second quarter of 2021
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