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Lecture 3: Contextual conditions




Contextual conditions

* Opportunities and threats
* Resources
* Social space




Political opportunities and threats (S.
Tarrow)

Opportunities 1 will define, following Jack Geldstone and Charles Tilly,
as “the [perceived] probability thar social protest actions will lead to success
in achieving a desired outcome” (2001: 182). “Thus,” they continue, “any
changes that shift the balance of political and economic resources berween a
state and challengers, that weaken a state’s ability to reward its followers or
opponents or to pursue a coherent policy, or that shift domestic or outside
support away from the regime, increases opportunities™ (pp. 182-183).

Threats, which are often seen as only the “flip side” of opportunities, are
actually analytically distinct. Threat relates to the risks and costs of action or
inaction, rather than the prospect of success. “Let us lahel the costs thar a
secial group will incur from protest,” continue Goldstone and Tilly, “or that
it expects to suffer if it does not take action, as a ‘threat.’ A group may decide
to bear very high costs for protest,” they conclude, “if it believes the chances
of success are high, but the same group may decide to avoid even modest costs
of protest if it believes the chances of succeeding are low™ (p. 183).
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* Changing political support
* Availability of influential allies
* Conflict within the elite

* Repression: hard and soft
* Objective vs. Subjective dimensions
* |nstitutional vs. Soft Opportunities
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Resources for mobilization

Table 3.1

TyroLoGy OF RESOURCES

General Properties
Resources Sub-Types Examples Fungible Proprietary
Material Money Cash donarions Yes Yes
Supplies Paper, telephones No Yes
Physical Space Meeting and office spaces Mo Yes
Transporcation Cars, vans, pickups Partially Yes
Employment Jobs for acrivises Fartially Yes
Human Generalized Labor Envelope stuffers, marchers, picketers Partially No
Specialized Labor Computer experts, legal council Partially Yes
Leadership Organizarional and inspirational Partially Yes
Social- Infrastructures Sidewalks, streers, postal service Yes Mo
Organizational Social nerworks Extra-movement ties to individuals Partially Yes
Formal organizations and organizations Partially Yes
Moral Legitimacy Positive public opinion Partially Mo
Solidary suppaort Joining in the cause Partially Mo
Celebricy Celebrities like Bono may do both Partially No
Cultural Repertoires and recipes Organizational, tacrical, and rechnical MNo Mo
schema or models
Literature, media, film, Use of these sources to frame Mo Yes
Interner, etc. SMO interests




r r TRANSPARENCY | Ceskd ”
Re S O LI Ce S I O o %e;ug“ka o

Financovéni v roce 2022

PROJEKTY (DOTACE, GRANTY) EhsTkA (vTis. KE)

u u u Digitdini doba a hrozby pro lidska prava Norske Fondy 1849
EXTRA g of Pol Kosovo Ministerstvo zahranicnich vaci CR 1723

DemTech: Demkracie hnand technologil winisterstvo zahraniénich véci GR 1438

TRAFIKA: TRANSparent Financing of GAmpaigns in Serbia Ministerstvo zahranicnich veci CR 1290

Centrum pro podporu integrity Ministerstvo spravedinosti CR 1161

& posipon: - p megﬁ“[y‘::"i‘V it ) Er R LA L 2 Ministerstvo zahranicnich veci CR e

Equivalency determination - core financing ‘OPEN SOCIETY INITIATIVE FOR EUROPE 829

2 i y of Czech Republic Prague Civil Society Centre 28

pe ity & roky Nésledujici Active Citizens Fund 652

Korupéni imunita Ministerstvo spravedinosti CR 560

* Types of sourcing (external vs. T =

Magistrét hiavniho mésta Prahy

152
Ochrana Whistiebloword: Activa Citizans Fund 125
75
as

b ‘Grand Laundering: Transaction mapping on the Baku - London - Prague axis Transparency International - Secretariat
Educational ot rai Us.Embassy.
Political C Applying i i oversight on partie:

in public space during election year 2021, P-CODE2L ‘OPEN SOCIETY INITIATIVE FOR EUROPE 20

ZAKAZKY
‘Skoleni s proti tématikou, Py a analgzy 1002
- e a struktury ESLH - pi  sbér - Cesky svaz ledniho hokeje )

DARY

[ ] Effe Ct Of ext e r n a | S 0 u r‘c I n o onsporancy iematonol- sk epuotka Framit v Genore b T
Primé dary Firemni | ingividuGini darci @ Darujme.cz 1168

OSTATNI
Gstatni pijmy (Groky, kurzové zisky, Ggetni odpisy) 6
CceLKEM 15218

Climate denial funds from fossil sources

Phillip
Morris

William K. Peter H.
Coaors Coars

Goldwater

- = - Bradiey
Institute r! . !

Foundation

Amount given to climate denial groups £

.  Castie Rock
Foundation

American
Majority

;USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

John M. Olin

Manhattan
Institute

40 million dollars

Yot

- Frontiers Of

38 Key [;:"mjg— L W
p“h':"m 1| f"ENuwm g pai;}u:::?'- '-:::t?tﬁt:d Campaign
30 Donors Trust - v 1’1 Resoarch | For Liberty
I 4 OPEN SOCIETY i '

Reason

25 . Koch Foundations é\:::.é%: Foundalion oM THAIED itizens For e
P! A Sound

Institute FOUNDATIONS Norquist

Economy

20 . Exxon Makbil

— =

John Tate
15 v ; '
- y | Richard
f ; 2 Lindzen |
Tax § ] & / —_
Foundation | B e S A > -
T i
r::ﬁﬂfa -~ Patrick willie Soon | Students tn Leadership \ Haph feod
/ Michaels Fren Inslitute
/ Bill Of Rights.
PN_'DQWE o £ Institute: o
/ Research
4 FREE. John Locke Center \ le?f;,::: sar
Foundation i z Federalist Council Energy
» \" Society Citizens

Institute For
Justica

Wy Inatitute For
N Humang
\ Studies
— -

Steven Robert Richard
Hayward Bradiay Fink

2002 2003 2004 2005 20068 2007 2008 2009 2010

Research

[ Foundaton
Canter

For Econgmic
Education

Daniel
Simmons

Fraser

Petroleum
In:

SOURCE: GREENPEACE Institute

Plotenhaur



Ecological factors

e Social environment for mobilisation

* Population density, population type,
communication options, availability
of repression, physical space



