Integrated Framework for Visual Social Research

2. Research Focus and Design

| 3. Format and Purpose |

|1. Origin and Nature of Visuals > |

1.1. Origin / Production Context

Pre-existing Visual Artifacts

> Societal / found’ visuals
(private, instilutional, public
sources / archives)

> Secondary research material
(produced for other research purposes
or by other researchers)

Researcher Instigated Visuals

» Provoked or prompled products /
Respondent-generated produclion

> Researcher-produced
(possibly in collaboration with
other specialisis)

1.2. Referent / Subject

» Material cullure (artifacts / objects)

» Naturally occurring behavior

» Elicited behavior (visual / verbal)

» Preseribed behavior (rituals)

» Staged / re-enacted behavior or
reconstructed material culture

» Concepls / relations / abstraclions

1.3. Visual Medium / Technique

» Direct observation transcribed in writing /
counling / measuring (= no visual recording)
» Non-algerithmic / Intentional technigues

Algorithmic / * ook

(photography, film, scientific imaging
technigues...)

>
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2.1. Analytical Focus 2.2. Theoretical Foundation
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3.1. Output / Presentational Format

» Aricle withoul visuals (possibly with
raw visual dala that served only an

y purpose, in addendum:

» The Depiction (representaticnal cheices / style paradigms, Cultural Studies...

and culture of image producer) s -
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2.3. Methodological Issues

Visual Competencies

® Appropriate operationalization and visual
translation of theory .

@ Choice of recording devices with respect 1o
their epistemological consequences

» Apply techniques and create circumslances lo
diminish undesirable influences
gnize and justify i i i

Degree of Field Involvement

» Active knowledge of the cultural language > Noawareness
and conventions of visual media » Unacknowledged
» Collaboration / Expertise Issues / Skills: > Reactive
technical, normative, creative > Interactive
» Participatory
Sampling and Data Production > Joint production

strategies

» Explorative / opportunistic

» Systematic (snapshot, time sefies or
longitudinal / repeat)

Provision of Necessary Context

» Provide image-internal context: establish
part-whole relationships within the visual
product itsell

» Provide image-external context: compare /
supplement with other kinds of data and
findings (e.g. informants’ responses)

» Reflexivity Issues: document and justify the
chosen

Controlling Unintentional and

Intentional Modifications

» Preliminary investigation of the specific
features of the field and the chances of using

sets of pictures, film foolage...)

» Article with graphical or conceptual
representations

» Visuals and words: illustrated article /
poster / lecture / visual essay exhibition

» Self contained linear film / video

» Interactive mullimedia product /
installation

3.2. Status of the Visual

o Specific role of the visual: illustration /
example of one occurrence / typical
example / particular or exceplional
case / synthesis / conceplual construcl
I visualized argument?

Use and recognition of visual elements
(images. graphic design) as both
mimetic and expressive lools?
Relations / Interplay with other
expressive systems (verbal, numeric)?

3.3. Intended and Secondary Uses

> Fundamental research output

> Specialist (peer) communications
> Educale students

> Inform general audiences

ituti support (policy

and the exact
s ‘position”.

visual media

« Proper of thei of the fncl,
research conditions on the researched
situation (observer effects, visual researcher
reliability, censorship)

Ethical and Legal Aspects.

» "Informed consent’ and beyond
# Authorship / ownership aspects
» Fair use principle

>
development)

> Communily empowerment / induce
social change / social activism

choice / option
» = aspect/ element

Figure 2.15 An integrated framework for visual social research




