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-I EXERCISE 5.1

Afary

OBJECTIVE: To apply narrative analysis to understanding how personal
atories are constructed,

DESCRIFTION: Write a one-page essay about how to be a good student or
a 'gonad " {you can fill in the blank with a social position of vour choice,
like 'friend,” 'son,’ or 'daughter’). Exchange vour essay with a classmate
who has written a similar piece. Ask her or him 1o analyze your wark in
terms of its narrative composition (see Gubrium and Holstein's research
in this chapter), Do the same with your partner's paper. Compare the two
analyses, Do you see any similarities or differences between the findings
'I:ﬁ}m the two analyses? Do thay vary in terms of their footings or linkages?

EXERCISE 5.2

CEIECTIVE: To apply conversation analysis technigues to understanding
how media accounts are constructed.

DESCRIFTION: Watch an interview with a politician an a TV news program
[you may wish to tape the program on your VOR ar record it on an audio-
cassette). Pay attention to the interviewer's ‘foating” or the position from
which he or she asks guestions (sea Clayman's research discussed
earlier in this chaptar). Does he or she attribute controversizl statermnents
to @ third party {e.g., ‘It has heen said by the critics that.... 7 Also, con-
sider the interviewee's responses. Does the interviewes answer every
guestion or refuse to address some? Are there many pauses in the give-
and-take and do these pauses encourage the ather persan (o elabarate on
what they are saying? Who is morg llkely 1o interrupt the other speaker?
After answering these guestions, consider how the conversation could
hane proceedead differently. For example, what if the interviewer asked ques-
tions in the first person {e.g., 'l think you ..."1? Or what if the interviewes did
not wait for questions and simply made statements of his or her own choos-
ing? You could write your awn script of such an interview and compars it with
the original to explore the different types of social arder that they reflect.

EXERCISE 5.3

DOBJECTIVE: To encourage students” to evaluate the pros and cons of
various methads of data analysis.

DESCRIPTION: Ask a couple if they are willing to participate in an interview
about their relationship, Ask therm to tell you the story of how they first met.
With the couple's permission, taperecord and transcribe the interview,
Analyze the results using one of the orentations discussed in this chapter,
Explain your rationale for choosing a particular methed and compare its
relative weaknesses and strengths with the others discussed in this chapter.
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Arguably, we are all writers. Letters or emails to friends, memos for our work
colleagues, or even grocery lists are all forms of writing. The act of writng,
then, iz something char all licerare pecple engage in almose daily However,
when it comes o writing research reports, we tend o become afraid and
uncomiortable. We pur off asignments for weeks and reluctandy wen our
attention to the task of writing hours before the work is due. T hope this
chapter will help reduce this fear of writing by offering concrete strategies for
thinking about and producing gualitative researgh papers. The chapter begins
with a general discussion of writing, [ then review the similarites and differ-
ences berween producing qualitative and guantitative research reports, Maose of
the chapter is devored to the different ways in which qualizeive dara and find-
ings can be representasd,
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The baslcs of writing
sy

Writing is typically thoughe of as a unique, creative form of self-cxpression, but
even in its mest self~consciously creative manifestations, writing is a craft that
involves endless practice and the mastery of techniques. For example, poets
spend hours, if not months, writing and rewriting a short verse to perfect its
meaning and impact on their readers. Creativity and technical know-how are
net mutually exclusive dimensions of the craft of wrinng. Without technical
skills the full depth of one’ creative potential cannot be realized, The most
fruserating writing experience 5 to have ideas that appear profound in one'’s
mind but lack the necessary skills to convey them to others. To overcome this
pm‘ﬁlem, we could begin by learning abour the basics of writing, For the pur-
pose of the present discussion, this means learning about the challenges that all
qualicative researchers face, regardless of their ropic of analysis or individual
writing style. In the following pages, [ address a number of common issues that
you may encounter in the course of writing qualititive research projects,

Audlence

Perhaps the simplest poine about writing is to remember who vour audience
i5. In 1es worst form, losing sight of the audience canses you o assume that your
readers know the subject matter as well as you do. We cannot expect the
sentences we write to make sense o the readers simply because they are
‘meaningful to us, We do well to remember thac writing is a form of communi-
cation not unlike speaking. In everyday ralk, we attend to our face-to-face
andience by maintining eye contact and speaking clearly. Similarly, when you
write, try 1o visualize your audience. Depending on who this imaginary audi-
ence is {an average reader or a learned scholar in your field), ask yourselfif your
sentences will make sense o them, As a general rule, you might wane to wy
writing for the widest audience possible, If the average person could read and
understand your work, ie 35 very likely that experts in your field will alse appre-
ciabe your work,

Momentum

My adviser in gradoate school was fond of saying "Writing has 2 momentum
of its cwn' {personal communication with author from Gubrium, 1594), T didn't
fully understand what he meant unul T began writing my qualitatve disserta-
ron, As [ put inte writing my many ideas and orgamzed my observation into
different'chaprers, I quickly learned that in the process of moving from vague
insights to a coherently arsculated texe many new leads are generated. Ar che
same time, what [ had previously thought were groundbreaking ideas turned
out to be platitudes. Onee [ pue them inwritng, they were much less profound
than T originally thoughe them to be.
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For example, at the beginning of my project, [ wanted to organize my
dissertation around the notien that the homeless are “postmodern heroes of our
time The idea was inspired by interviews with homeless men who had said
things like ‘It sucks to be a citizen” or '1 feel sorry for the poor bastards who
are cnslaved by their work. I am free to sleep where | want and go where 1
want.' | interpreted such statements as clear rejections of the modern, capital-
ist premise of productive labor. Chatting in coffee shops with fellow students,
[ champicned the cause of the hameless by quoting their anti-work statements,
rranslating my field netes into political slogans.

OF course, eventually [ had to weite all of this down into a coherent docu-
ment, In doing so [ was presented with a serious problem. I found it impossible
te transform a number of catchy statements inco a full-length dissertation. Aside
from a few banal declarations like ‘Tr appears that some homeless people reject
conventional notions of work, 1 had nothing else to write, Given my daea and
level of expertise, the notion of the homeless as postmodern heroes was a dead
end, On the other hand, a5 oy writing and analysis progressed, [ came across
another  idea  that seemed more in synch  with  the  empirical
evidence. In particular, | noticed that the very concept of 'the homeless’ was
problematic. The men and women on the streets and in shelters viewed their
cireurnstances fom many different standpeines, Some thought of their sitvaton
as a type of pemsonal freedom, others said they were ‘miserable This way of ana-
lyzing and writing about my fieldwork became the foundation of my research
and was further polished as the writing went on. The otherwise unmanageable
mass of data started to Gt into an orderly framework. In the previous chapeer, 1t
was suggested that in qualitative research data analysis and collection proceed in
union. Flere | would add that writing in a sense becomes a way of thinking
about and analyzing the data,

Writing as an ongolng practice

The phrase “writing as an ongoing practice’ has a double meaning. On the one
hand, it means that the final product of vour writing effors matures over fime.
Similar to the above argument about momentum, the engoing nature of weit-
ing implies that the substance and form of a research report is not entirely pre-
dictable from the start. As you put down your thoughts on paper or type them
inte your computer, your writing will move in unexpected directions (though,
a5 I caution in the nexr section, the challenge is to rein in your incellect;
otherwise, your text could rapidly expand bcyo}ul the boundaries of the aver-
age readers’ comprehension). In this sense, to say that writing is an ongoing
practice is to acknowledge that this form of communication could be revised
and expanded indefinitely,

Another sense of the phrase “writing as an ongoing practice’ has to do with
how one could become a better writer with practice. [ find it somewhat
puzzling that in the social sciences the skill of writing is not taughe the same
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wiy as other academic subjects are. For example, in math courses, it is undemstood
that repeated practice is an essential part of learning the prindifles of this dis-
cipline. In contrast, when it comes to writing, especially in the social sciences,
we assuime that one either knows how to write or doesn’; writing is approached
as a talent thar cannot be improved. On the conteary, writing is 2 skill char
could be bettered with practice. Don't expect your firse draft to be your final
one Think of vour paper as an inspiration for a sculpture thar begins with a
rough piece of marble and gradually becomes a recognizable figure with each
strike of the chisel. To say that writdng is a practice is to say that it is work,
Good qualitative research papers are not written overnight no matter how
imi%‘ltﬁﬂ your research question or how interesting your dara,

Knowing what not to write

[ronically, an important part of writing a qualitative research paper is knowing
what not to write, A good research project will generate an enormous number
of ideas. In my own research, among the many topics [ became interested in
were: how the homeless tell their stories, what kind of stories they tell, how the
organizational context affeces the storyrelling, how charicy work i3 performed
in an insrational secting, the effect of inter-organizationz! communication on
the storytelling, the survival strategies of the homeless, and friendship and
family networks. Admitedly, any one of these topics could be the subject of 2
book. As one of my advisors reminded me, the challenge is to resist the urge
to ‘throw in everything bur the kirchen sink,' as the saving goes. Not every
good idea has to be used in the sime paper. Decide what you need to make
one project work and save the rest for another paper.

Proofreading

When it comes to improving vour writing, nothing works better for catching
typos and refining your arguments than proofreading. Without i, relatively
miner problems, like 2 missing or 2 misspelled word here and there, could frus-
trate your reader and cause them to assume a muoch less favorable arioade
toward your work. Dlon't be shy about asking others to read your work and
comment on it You should espectally selicit the inpur of readers who have
expertise in the area about which vou are writing. If you don't have this
lugury, try reading vour paper aloud. If you have a hard ame verbalizing whare
you wrote, the chances are people will have difficuley reading it

In recent vears, we have become more dependent on computer word-
processoté (e.g., WordPerfect or MS Word) for catching our writing errors,
While exrremely useful and convenient, these programs are not foclpeoof. The
spell-check featurs can be particuladly unrelisble and lead eo very embarrass-
ing mistakes. For example, several vears ago, [ submitted a paper for publication

to 2 journal. [nn the abstraer of this paper, [ inserted the following sentence, The -
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data for this paper was gathered at a pubic conference”¥ou may have noticed
that the word ‘pubic; altheugh correctly spelled, does not fit the sencence Whar
[ meant to say was 'z public conference” (T am sure the journal reviewers had
a good laugh at my expense.) Don't rely on computer software to cacch all your
errons, Unfortunately, the technology is not that fully developed ver. A cor-
rectly spelled word could be semantically incorreet, and the existing computer
programs have no way of detecting errors that invalve the meaning of 2 word
i a given sentence.

A5 2 whole, attention to these general features of writing could improve any
paper. In the next section, T discuss some of the basic differences and similari-
ties berween writing quantitative and qualitative papers.

Writing a research paper

In its most basic form a sociclogy ressarch paper answers a question posed
about society using empirical data, For example, you could write a paper about
wiy some reenagers abuse drugs, or why some young college students cheat on
their exams. You can also ask fow questions like: How is mental illness repre-
sented in Hellywood films? Some research papers are based on whar questions,
such as: Whar is the raee of unemployment in a given country? In practice,
however, there is a good deal of overlap bevween why, how, and what questions.
Wour inquiry abour the rare of employment, for example, leads to wiry it mighe
be low or high. Similarly, looking into why teenagers do drugs may not be
possible without understanding what drugs they sbuse and o

Fegardless of the rype of gueston that i posed in a research paper, the
answer 3 going to invelve empirical evidence, For example, in showing how
mental illness is represented in cinema, we need to cite specific movies thae
portray this topic in one form or another, Similarly, when writing about teen
drug abuse, we have to demonstrate cases of abuse and provide theoretical
interpretations for them. As discussed in Chapter 1, the cmpirical dara for soci-
ological research could be placed into tao broad categories: qualieative and
quantitative, The significance of this distinction for writing research papers is
that procedures for presenting your findings and arpuments could vary
depending on the type of data vou are working with, Let us briefly consider
somme of these differences.

The gquantitative approach #

The numerical nature of the quantitative research paves the way for a stan-
dardized approach to data analysis and writing, Typically, the analysis is based
on statistical technigues and the data are listed in tables. The accompanying
written text sununarizes and highliphts the coneent of the tables. Table 6.1 is
an example of a numerical table and the writing format that accompanies it
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TABLE B.1  Fregusney distribution of race

Racilal category Frequency hoy Percentage
Black 120 15
‘White a0 T8
ther 115 T
Totals 10080 100

Sowree: A sub-sample from the General Social Survey 1998

The accompanying text would read:

Table 6.1 shows the frequency distriburion of the respondents’ race.
The majority of respondents (78%) are white with blacks forming
% the nexr largest category (15%) followed by other racial groups (7).

As seen in this example, the words In 2 gquantitative paper describe the
numbers. In a more sophisticated research paper, where several varisbles are
compared, the written text relates the numbers to the arguments stated in the

introduction of the paper. These arpuments, or educated guesses, about potens’

tial relationships between variables are referred to as hypetheses. In short, in
quantitative research, the writing is organized as follows:

I introduction of the problam and research hypotheses;
description of the methods by which the data was collecred and the variables
measured; s

3 presentaticn of the numerical findings in the form of tables; and

4 concluding remarks that both sumearize and poine o future posibilities for

research on the same or a relared topic,

The gqualitative approach

Cualitative and quantitative papers are similar in that they both oy o answer
rescarch questions using empirical data. The difference i thae inseead of numer-
ical information, qualicative research is mostly based on descriprive data, This
means rather than words elaboraring on the meaning of numbers, in qualicacive
eesearch we have used words to explain other words. It should be noted that for
some gualitative researchers, such as content analysts (see Chapter 5), respon-
dents' descriptions are transformed into numbers; cherefore, their written
reparts follow the same formar as quantitative studies (words elaborate on the
significance of numerical information). However, for most other qualicative
researchers, the quality of social life is linked with descriptions offered by the
researcher. Consider, for example, the following analysis and relaeed dara, which
are from a qualitative study of court proceedings to determine who is in need
of W¥oluntary commitment to a mental institution.

Duescriptions like one's gender can be made consequential, a5 in the case of Fathleen
Wells, who became a candidace for commizment when she was found living in 2 Laege
cardboard carten beneath a milroad overpas, .., In presenting her arguments for com-
mitment, the County Arorney . . invoked the candidace patients gender as 2 framework
for seeing this arrangement a5 especially untenable [the data follows]:
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Pow | know Miss Wells claims that this [the cardboard box] i a5 good as the
subsidized public housing programs. .., but we have to comsider more thas i cons
strucdon aspects.... You can’ allow o woman to be exposed to all che other things
that go on oue thers wnder the [railroad] macks. Many of those men have lived like
that for years, but we're talling shout 3 woman here. A sick and troubled woman
who doesn't ceslize the trouble she's asking fo:, She dmply cannot live like that,

In this case, the County Arrorney explicitly argued that che proposed living armangement,
whils perhaps being telerable for men, was inappropriate for 2 woman, [Adapeed from
Haolstein 1992; 30)

45 shown in this example, in gualitative texts, the analysis typically begins with
a background description that sets the stage for the introduction of the data,
After presenting the data, more analysis and explanatory remarks follow: This iz
not fundamentally different from the way quantitative analysis is written.
Again, the key difference is that in most qualitative texes words are ‘used to
explain other words, whereas in quantitative research this relationship is
between words and numbers,

In the next section, we explore a number of formats for organizing a
qualicative research paper from stare ro finish.

Styles of presenting qualitative research papers

There are many scyles for writing a qualitative research paper. Some researchers
opt for thematically organized style, with cach section representing a different
concept. Others, especially ethnographers, write their reports as stories with a
set of characters, 2 plot, and a sertng. For the novice writer this kind of free-
dom and flexibilicy can be overwhelming. The obvious question for many
beginners is: Where do I begin and end a qualitative paper?

The best way to reduce your anxiety about writing is to begin with a good
research question. As the saying about computers goes: ‘garbage in, garbage
out! It is hard to eransform a loosely stated or illogical research question into a
good paper. How does one judige 2 'good research question? Begin by making
sure that you can actually collect data about your research topic. If you already
have the data, ask a question that is relevant to the informaton ac hand.
Beecently, a student in my rescarch metheods class asked if he could conduct 2
qualitative research project on the effect of race on eriminal behavior, He indi-
cated that he found the in-depth interview approach ‘interesting’ and thought
that race and crime would be "exciting’ topjes for a research project. [ agreed
that the topic was indeed very important, but [ had to remind the student of a
number of potental problems. First, [ asked him to explain why he thoughr his
study should be dene gualitatively, There are many large numerical data sets
and statistical techniques that could be used to answer a question of this kind,
so why do it qualitacively? I also asked him if he had given any thoughe to
where and how he would recruit respondents for his project, and if he saw any
ethical problems with asking people about their possible involvement in crime.
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Finally, [ wanted to know if he had enough time to collect and analyze the dara
and write up the findings all in the course of one serfiéfter {roughly four
months). After our discussion, the student decided to take on a more manage-
ible project. .

The point of this story is that importane topics don't necessarily make for
good research questions. You should also consider other factors such as:

the suitability of the method

the lengeh of time available for the project
the expected length and purpose of the paper
ethical problems

. ® ® @

®
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It is likely that the focus of your study might be refined s the project goes on,

bu if you are not at all clear on how your data will inform pm:n_xial madms
about a given issue, ther writing a coherent paper will be next to impossible,

Wich a sound research question in mind and after collecting and analyzing

your data, you are ready to report your findings. The following discussion pro-
vides three possible ways for writing 2 typical research paper.

Standard model

The most widely used mode of writing a qualitative research-paper organizes
the text into four clements; introduction, methods, analysis and conclusion. Think of
cach sccton s answering a different set of questions about your project.
Accordingly, the introduction addresses the following:

1 What is the topic of your paper?
2 Have there been previous scudies on this topic? If so, offer 4 short summary aof
the most recent ones in terms of their research questions, data, and Gndings.

The goal of the introduction section is to let your readers know what you are
researching and what other researchers have said abour your topic,

The second part of a standard research paper discusses the methods. This pare
tells the readers how you did your smdy Specifically, it provides detailed
answers to these questions:

What was the size of the sample for the study?

How did you collect this sample?

Where did you collect this sample?

How did you analyze your data?

The specific content of this section varies depending on the data collection
technique and type of analysis, For example, in writing their methods section,
ethnographers describe the seting or the research site In great length. They
want their readers to know how they gained entry to the site, how they estab-
lished relationships with their respondents, and what questions they asked from

- LS by =
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them and under what circumstances. On the other hand, a researcher who does
survey-style, closed-ended interviews is unlikely to put as much emphasiz on
the serting. For this kind of researcher, the discussion of methods will be mosdy
about what questions were asked from how many people, A general guide for
writing the methods section is to provide enough detail for other researchers
to replicate vour study if they so choose.

The analysis follows next. Also referred to as the results or the findings, this
section presents your data and i interpretation with the goal of providing
answers to these questions:

|  What is the empirical evidence for this seady?

2  What social processes are revealed by the daca?

3 How does it support the researcher’s claims about a particular sociclogical topic
ar process? .

As discussed in Chapeer 5, in qualitative research, there are many ways of
analyzing daca. Irrespective of the cype of analysis you conduce, in reporting
your findings you should draw clear, logical connectioms berween the empiri-
cal data and vour interpretations. Do not assume that your readers share your
pomnt of view Take them by the hand, so te speak, and walk them through the
data. Pefer to the data as much as possible ta support your arguments wichoue
overwhelming your readers with large, under-analyzed excerpts.

The last part of a rypical research paper is the conclusion or the discussion.
This section should include the following:

1 A brief summary of your praject (the research question, methads, and Ondings)

2 The social or palitical implications of your Bndings (1e., how will your study
be of interest to ordinary people or policymakers?)

3} Ways in which you would improve your study if you had more time and
Money.

To put i simply, the conclusion states: "This is what 1 said | was going to do, this
is how T did it, and these were the findings. If 1 had the time and the resources
to do ir over, these are the changes | would make to my research design.

Maost other styles of writing research papers are variations of this standard theme.
What changes is the style of writing and the degree of emphasis placed on each of
the four components (i.e,, introduction, methods, analysis, and conclusion). Next
we look ar how a paper could be organized “0}"1'1 concepes or themes,

Thematically organired model

Another way of writing a qualitative paper is to use themes or concepes from
your research as headings for the paper. A good example of this style of
presentation is found in Loseke and Faweetts article 'Appealing Appeals:
Constructing Moral Worthiness, 1912-19277 In their analysis of New York
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“Fimes stories about candidate charity recipients, the au:h.m: organize their
work along the following headings: e

Appeiling Appeals: Constructing Moral Worthiness, 1912-1917
[This is the title of the paper and s followed by an introductory
discussion, ]

[LEADING THE CAMPAIGNS

[The methods section is inserted here,]

THE TRUTH OF THE NEEDIEST

[This is where the analysis of data begins in relation to the concepts
of ‘need’ and ‘morality’]

Producing Meed

Producing Morality

(Subheadings are used to further elaborate on the concept.]

Morality of Bingraphy

Morality of Activiey

Morality of Motivation
MORALITY AND THE INSTITUTIONAL ORDER _
[More data analysis about the institutional context of constructing
morality]

MORALITY PRODUCTION AND THE APPARATUS OF
RULING : :
[This is where the authors sunmarize and conclude their findings|
{Adapted from Loseke and Fawcett [ 995: 61=67)

——

Writing your paper this way does not mean you can skip tlm. core clements
of a standard research paper (i.e., introduction, methods, amlm and cuncll.r—
sion). As my bracketed comments suggest, 2 thematically organized ]?:.prrsull.
contains these essential components under differently named Iwadmlgs. Th:
main advantage of this style of presentation is that it enables you to give pri-
ority to your chosen concepts, The headings provide subltanw:re information
about the research, signaling to the reader what topical issue will be qlscussed
next. The challenge of this approach is that it requires some creatvity :.11.1:[ 1
good command of your data and analysis. Comparatively, it is easier to simply
use generic headings like ‘Introduction’ or ‘Methods. In practice, most qualita-
tive papers in sociology, especially those published n wmh journals, use
hybrids of the standard and the thematic maodels. 50 you nug_ht sec a heading
like *Analysis’ followed by more conceptually driven subheadings, Let us now

consider a less raditional model of writing,
i

Story-driven modals

Some qualitative sociologists sce writing as a type of storytelling, and in pre-
umm:::lhcir research, they emphasize descriptions of characters, the different
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‘scenes’ in which the dara was collected, the author’s reflections and the roles
she or he enacted in the story. In some forms of this method of writing, the
authors themselves become the center of the research narrative, For example,
Ellis and Bochner narrate their personal experience with abortion in this way:

Telling and Performing Personal Stories: The Constraimes of Choice
in Abortion

[Title followed by an introduction to the research topic and pro-

cedures)

The Story

Scene 1:The Pregnancy Test and the Test of Pregnancy

Scene 2: Making the Decision

Scene 3: Dealing with the Decision

Scene 4: The Preabortion Procedure

Scene 5 The Abortion

Epilogue

{Adapred from Ellis and Bochner 1992; 70-101)

As seen in this example, this model does not adhere 1o the writing conventions
of a standard research paper. This has led to some controversy about whether
this way of representing social experience passes the liomus test of scientific
writing, and more important, if it should be considered sociology at all (see
Flaherey et al, 2002, Gubrivm and Holstein 19975, and Marvasti and Faircloth
2002 for a review of the debates surrounding the question of representation in
qualitative research),

Monetheless, the idea of storytelling through sociological research s not
entircly new. In fact, most ethnographies are narratives of sort about a person
entering a site and repordng their experiences, as in the case of Whytes
classic ethnography Street Comer Sodiety (1949, To some degree, the decision to
write your paper in a narrative style should depend on how you collected your
data and whar kind of dara you collected. For example, ethnographic mechods
ate better suited for storied research reports (for o discussion of ethnographic
techniques see Chapter 3). The research procedures readily lend themselves to
the mainstays of storytelling (e.g., characters and serings). The story could
begin with the researcher entering the field and end with her or his departre.
By contrast, it is more difficult to write a survey research project as a story.

4
Threo polnts about writing research papors

There are three things you should keep in mind when writing a qualitative
research paper. First, sk a workable research question, In theory, juse about
anything could be studied qualitatively, but in practice, some topics are better
suited for this method of rescarch than others, I you are interested in the rate
of alcoholism among college students on your campus, a survey-based
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qunnt:lanw: project might be the answer. On the other hand, it you want o
know about the social processes through which studenes #¥fhe to see them-
selves as ‘alcoholics, in-depth interviews or an ethnography of life on a college
campus might produce more fraitful results,

Second, do not approach writing and data collection as separate parts of your
research paper, Write everything down as you collect your data. This means
everything from conversations with teachers and friends, to your personal feel-
ings about the project, to circumstances under which the data was collected.
Much of this marerial may not be included in the final draft of your paper, but
at the very least, the continueus recording of all this information will hone
ydur writing skills. If you don't begin writing until the data collection is com-
plete, your original research question might seem like a needle in a haystack of
data. Continuous writing helps you stay on track and focused. Also if you like
to talk about your work with friends, make the conversations more productive

by tape-recording them, or take notes as you are talking. This might seem pre-
rentious but unless recorded, the useful ideas chat are generated in the flow of

a stimulating conversation could be lost forever,

Third, learn how to balance your time between writing and data collection:
For many students, collecting and talking about their data is more enjoyable
than writing. It is more fin to chat with fellow students about your ideas and
tell anecdotes from vour fleld experiences than it is to put these thoughts into
wriring. Force yourself to write as the project moves on, When you have many
pages of notes and data, it may be tme to devote more effort to plecing
together the first draft of the paper.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter began by exploring general aspects of writng (e.g., momentam,
writing as an ongoing practice, and the miportance of proofreading). MNext,
some basic distinctions between writing quanticative and qualitative research
papers were discussed. I suggested that the veo share an emphasis on
reporting findings from empirical research, The main difference between
them s that with quantitative research the written ext references numerical
information, whereas in qualitative research words are often used ro elaborare
an the sociological significance of other words. Also, quantitative ressarch
papers tend o be more standardized or formulaic in their presentations than
their qualitadive counterpares. Three styles of weiting qualitative research
papers were discussed; the traditional, che conceptually organized, and the
storylriven models. The raditional model contains the following
components: introduction, methods, analysis, and conclusion, The concepual
model gives priority to themes and concepts in the organization of the
paper. Finally, the story-driven model is written in a narracive form, with
special attention to the story's characters and settings. The chapeer ended
with the following reconmendations:

1
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3
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consider the suitalility of your research guestion for a gualitative project;
write as you colleet daca; and
balangce your time beoween writing and daca collection,
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EXERCISE 6.1

QOBJECTIVE: To develop a research proposal based on the steps outlined
in this chapter.

DESCRIPTION: Write a two-page proposal for a qualitative research paper
consisting of the following four sections, each about a page long.

FPart ong: Describe your tople and resaarch question, Be specific about
what dimensions of a particular tople vou are interasted in investigat-
ing. For example, If you are interested in researching crime, explain
what Kind of crime (e.g., drug abuse, violent crime, or proparty crime),
Be equally clear about your question, In the example of crime, the ques-
tion could be something like: How do shoplifters justify their actions?

Fart twor Explain what research techniques will be used for this study, If
you are planning to do interviews, discuss where and how you will
recruit subjects and how many will be included in the study. Also
include samples of the guestions yvou plan to ask your respondents,
Similarly, if you are cansiderng an ethnographic project, desaribe vour
research site, how vou will gain entry, how long your project will last,
and other relevant information. Be sure to include a discussion on why
your topic could best be studied using the method you have chosen
and what type of analysis will be applied To the data (you may choose
one of the approaches discussed In Chapter 5],

Fart three: Briefly discuss the expected results of your project, What do
you think vour project will revieal about your topic of interest?

Part four, Discuss the practical implications or usefulness of your
project. Far example, if vour study is about shoplifting, how can it be
uzad by police officers or storeowners to deal with this problem?






