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or less regular manner, it is necesf 
simple relations of mutualism hav 
the division of labor.2g For, m 
organisms are found to have prc 
does not follow that there is a d 
them. O 

2g I t  is true that mutualism is generally 1 
ent species, but the phenomenon remains 
among individuals of the same species. ( 
animales, and Giraud, Les SociBlis chez les I 

30 We wish to point out a t  the close that 
how it  happens that generally the division o 
and we have elucidated the determinant I 

very well happen that in a particular societ 
tably the division of economic labor, maj  
segmental type may be strongly pronounc 
with England. Great industry and comm 
as on the continent, although the cellular 133 
autonomy of local life and the authority of 1 
tomatic value of this last fact will be detei 

That is because the division of labor, bei 
non, as we have just seen, passes on the s 
cially true of the division of economic lab( 
ficial phenomena, by their very situation, a 
of external causes, even when internal cal 
are not modified. It is sufficient, then, t l  
an urgent need of material well-being with 
labor to be developed without the social str 
of imitation, the contact of a more refinel 
I t  is thus that understanding, being the cul 
most superficial part of conscience, can r 
influences, as education, without the seat c 
thus creates intelligences sufficient to ass1 
rooted. Hence, this kind of talent is pot I 

This comparison shows that one must I 
social ladder according to its state of civiliz 
lization, for the latter can be only an imitati 
ture of inferior species. The case, i t  is true, 

I t  is only in these instances that the n 
exactly express the state of moral densit: 
then true in a very general manner, and tl 
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y to see in these facts only 
.g nothing in common with 
vely because two different 
erties usefully adjusted, it 
ision of functions between 

~duced among individuals of differ- 
entical, even when i t  takes place 
e on mutualism, Espinas, SociBlBs 
inaaux.) 
this chapter we have only studied 
~ b o r  steadily continues to advance, 
tses of this advance. But i t  may 
L certain division of labor, and no- 
e greatly developed, although the 
there. This seems to be the case 
:e appear to  be as developed there 
em is still very marked, as both the 
dition serve to prove. (The symp- 
ined in the following chapter.) 
a derived and secondary phenome- 
face of social life, and this is espe- 

But, in all organisms, the super- 
much more accessible to the action 
s on which they generally depend 
, some sort of circumstance excite 
people for the division of economic 
ture sensibly changing. The spirit 
ivilization can produce this result. 
nating part and, consequently, the 
ler easily be modified by external 
~sychical life being changed. One 
success, but which are not deep- 

nsmitted by heredity. 
,judge the place of a society on the 
ion, especially of its economic civi- 
, a copy, and conceal a social struc- 
exceptional. It appears, however. 
;erial density of societies does not 

The principle we have posed is 
, is sufficient for our proof. 

CHAPTER THREE 

SECONDARY FACTORS 

We saw in the first part of this work thatJhe collective con- 

s- , _ - _ _  _ _  became _ _ _ _- weaker _ _ _- and vaguer as the-; 
develoled. It is, indeed, through this progressive indetermina- 
tion that the division of labor becomes the principal source of - 
solidarity. Since these two phenomena are linked a t  this point, --- 
it will be useful to seek the causes for this regression. Doubt- 

,_ ,____ >- .----.- , -  
less, having demonstrated with what regularity this regression 
is produced, we have directly proved its certain dependence 
upon some fundamental conditions of social evolutjon. But ., ?---/-.--_-----._,-rr-- ----- ---.<-- - - 
this conclusion of the preceding book would be still more indis- 
putable if we. could find what these conditions are. 

This question is, moreover, solidarg with the one we are now 
treating. We have just shown that t&e advagces-of the divisiop 
of labor are due to the stronger ~ e s s u r e _ . e ~ g i s  by sociaj 
units upon one another which oblige: themto develop kninncc_as- - 
ingly divergent directions. But this pressure is ateach moment - - 
neutralized by a contrary gyessure that-the_c~mm~o_n__c~o~sc~e_nce 
exercises on each p_articu~ar~conscience. Whereas one impels us 
to become a distinct personality, the other, on the contrary, - .  

demands our resemblance to everybody else. Whereas the 
first has us following our personalbent, the second holds us 
back and prevents us from deviating from the collective type. 

" - 
In other words, for the division of labor to be born and grow, 

.. - 
it is not sufficient that there be potentialities for special aptitudes 
in individuals, nor that they be aroused to s~ecialize in the di- 
rection of these aptitudes, b;t it is very necessary that individual 

,- . . 
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variations . be - possible. .-- B u t t t e y  c p t  be produced - when 
t h e ~  are ~ D U O S ~ ~  to some strong and defined state of the collec- 

L .  - _ _  _-______- -- - --  
tive conscience, for the stronger the ~Bate, the greater the resist- 
ance to all that may weak: 
place it leaves for changes. I 
of the division of labor will be as 

independent movement even 

developed. 

family forms a compact mass, and all devote themselves to the 
same occupation, to the exploitatio of the hereditary patri- 
mony. Among the Slavs, the Zadrug is often increased to such 
proportions that great misery become prevalent. Nevertheless, 
as domestic spirit is very strong, the generally continue to live 1 together, instead of taking up special occupations such as 
mariner and merchant outside. In  ther societies, where the 
division of labor is more advanced, ach class has determinate ." functions, always the same, sheltefed from all innovation. 
Elsewhere, there are entire classes o occupations whose culti- 
vation is more or less forbidden t citizens. In Greecell in 
Rome,2 industry and commerce were scorned careers. Among 

1 Busschenshutz, Besitz und Erwerb. 

i the IZabyles, certain trades like tho e of butcher, shoemaker, 

2 According to Dionysius of Halicarnassus ( X, 25) ,  during the first years of 1 the Republic, no Roman could become mercha t or worker. Cicero even speaks 
of all mercenary work as a degrading calling. 7 (De  O#., I, 42.) 
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etc. are held in low esteem by public ~ p i n i o n . ~  . - Specialization, , .,,. 

thus, cannot move in these various directions. Finally, even 
with those peoples where economic life has already attained 
some development, as with us during the days of the old corpo- 
rations, functions were regulated in such a way that the division 
of labor could not progress. Where everyone was obliged to 

the same manner, all individual variation was 

- I The same phenomenon shows itself in the representative life 
of societies. _ .. -. . Religioq, the eminent form-of the common con- 
science, originally -,-.--, --. abso- . all_representative functions with 

tiops. The first are not dissociated from the . _ . _.....I. __LC. 

osopliv appears. But this is possible only 
s lost something of its hold. This new way - ---.. of 

ings clashes with collective opinion which resists 
times been said t&t free thought makes religious 

ut that supposes, in its turn, a preliminary 
se same beliefs. It can arise only if the common 

21 
ntagonism breaks out each time ---.- a new ~ sciens . is 

C_..__a.._.. ..., . 
founded. w $ & , t , y  itself, although- it instantly' gave indi- ' 
vidual reflection a larger place than any other religion, could 
not escape this law. To be sure, the opposition was less acute 
as long .as scholars limited their researches to the material 
world since it was originally abandoned to the disputes of men. 
Yet, as this surrender was never complete, as the Christian God 
does not entirely ignore things of this world, i t  necessarily 
happened that, on more than one point, the natural sciences 
themselves found an obstacle in faith. But it is especially 
when man became an object of science that the resistance be- 
came fierce. The believer, indeed, cannot but find repugnant 
the idea that man is to be studied as a natural being, analogous 

moral facts as facts of nature. It is well known 
ective sentiments, under the different forms they 

8 Hanoteau and Letourneux, L a  Kabylie, 11, p. 23. 
4 See Levasseur, Les Classes ouvri6res e n  France jusqu'd l a  RBnolution, passim. 
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have taken, have hindered the develop ent of psychology and 
sociology. m There has been no complete explanation of the progress of 
the division of labor when one has sh wn that it is necessary 
because of changes in the social env' onment, but it still de- 
pends upon secondary factors, whic can either expedite or e 
hinder it, or completely thwart its course. It must not be for- 

a greater independence 
of individuals in relation to the permitting them to 
diversify in freedom. The labor is 
submitted to the same 
another," says Perrier, 

eat, increase, and 

action of 

functions and properties." 
6 Colonies animales, p. 702. 
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In contrast to what takes place in organisms, this indepen- 
dence is not a pristine fact in societies, since originally the 
individual is absorbed in the group. But we have seen that 
independence later appears and progresses regularly with the 
division of labor and the regression of the collective conscience. 
There remains to discover how this useful condition of the divi- 
sion of social labor is realized in proportion to its necessity. 
Doubtless it depends upon causes which have determined the 
advances in specialization. But how can this increase of soci- 
eties in volume and in density have this result? 

In a small society, since everyone is clearly placed in the 
same conditions of existence, the collective environment is 
essentially concrete., It is made up of beings of all sorts who 
f3l the social horizon. The states of conscience representing it 
then have the same character. First, they are related to pre- 
cise objects, as this animal, this tree, this plant, this natural 
force, etc. Then, as everybody is related to these things in the 
same way, they affect all consciences in the same way. The 
whole tribe, if it is not too widely extended, enjoys or suffers 
the same advantages or inconveniences from the sun, rain, 
heat, or cold, from this river, or that source, etc. The col- 
lective impressions resulting from the fusion of all these in- 
dividual impressions are then determined in form as well as in 
object, and, consequently, the common conscience has a defined 
character. But it changes its nature as societies become more 
voluminous. Because these societies are spread over a vaster 
surface, the common conscience is itself obliged to rise above 
all local diversities, to dominate more space, and consequently 
to become more abstract. For not many general things can 
be common to all these diverse environments. It is no longer 
such an animal, but such a 'species); not this source, but such 
sources; not this forest, but forest in abstracto. 

Moreover, because conditions of life are no longer the same 
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everywhere, these The residence of the gods _________ becomes more sharply distinct from 
can no longer sentiments every- - that of men. Set upon the rnysteri6<Fhii~hts of O l j ; m p u ~ ~ o ~  
where. The collective resultants have the same dwelling in the recesses of the earth, they personally interyeqe 
sharpness, and the more so in 
elements are more unlike. 
vidual portraits serving to ............... ..... ..-....... ....... 

and the divine is so complete that it degenerates 

TeTs concrete than the gods of the city or the clan. 
which they correspond are effaced. Besides, .. a t  the same time ..---. as religion .-_J the rules of la --:. becomee 

x j  --.$ 
u n i v e r s a l , - ~ ~ . . ~ e l l . , . ~ ~ . t ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ i t y .  Linked a t  first to local+g;-,-,. 
circumstances, to particularities, ethnic, climatic, etc., they free 
themselves little by little, and with the same stroke become ,--,< 

' t, more general. What makes ... this increase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  of generality obvious -.,,, ... ..... d , i ,*:. (."- 

ed decline of formalism. In  lower societies, ir:.' '.:- 
, ..,;. --;..i ;:----:---2-----.,--.- - . I.:< . 

a1 form of c o n b c t  is pred&rmigd; ib&:igihe... ' 

ay in which man must eat, dress in every 4 
situation, the gestures he must make, the formulae he must ( 
pronounce, are precisely fixed. On the contrary, the further ; 
one strays from the point of departure, the more moral and 

lose .,.- ..... their ....-...... sharpness .......... $., and .,--. precision. 
. - - . . .  .. ost general -. forms of conduct;" ';;hi i;;le 

....._--___l_._..__._^-l_ 

~al-manney,, saying what . must be _...... done, ..,. ......... not 
Now, all that is defined is expressed in a ,  

ist outside of the tive sentiments had the same determina- 
czcally a t t a ~ h e d . ~  tion as formerly, they would not be expressed in a less deter- 

mined manner. If the concrete details of action and thought 
were as uniform, they would be as obligatory. 

It has often been remarked that civilization has a tendency 
ational and more logical. The,.,c,ause is now , 

a t  alone is :ratio& which is &&&,i:! What :-v ; 
-- 

erstanding-is thepayticcul&. and the &Z5$e. Only - ' 
is thought well of. Consequently, the nearer the<; 
science is to particular things, the more it bears their 5 
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A imprint, the more unintelligible it alsh is. That is why primi- 
tive civilizations affect us as they do. Being unable to subsume 
them under logical principles, we ed in seeing only bizarre 
and fortuitous combinations of elements. In  
reality, there is nothing artificial 

because the social 
sufficiently 

analogous to that of 

not easy to restrain it. 
beyond the 

' limits assigned to 
beyond 
wishes an explanation of 
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imperative, and for this very reason, it wields less restraint 
over the free development of individual varieties. i 

But this is not the greatest contributing cause in producing 
this result. 

4 ," 
What gives force to collective - states is not only that they .;L1 

are common to thepresent generation, b u t  especijally that they ..'.: 
are, for the most part, a legacy of previous generations. The 
common conscience is constituted very slowly and is-modified 
in the same way. T ~ B  .is necessary for a form of conduct or a 
belief to arrive a t  that'degree of generality and crystallization ; 
time is also necessary for-it .fo lose it. I t  is, then, almost 
entirely a product of the past\ But what comes from the 

. - - - - - -- - 
past is generally the object of a very special respect. A practice 
to which everybody conforms has, without doubt, a great 
prestige, but if it is, in addition, strong because of the assent of 
ancestors, it is still less liable to derogation. The authoritv of ..; - u - -- 
the collective conscience - is. then, in largepart ---- compose6f - t h e  ' *  ,, 
m i o n .  We shall see that --- the latter - necessarily ,))9 

diminishes as the scimental typ-eie effaced._ ,, 

~ndeed, when the type 6 very pronounced, the segments form 
very small societies more or less closed in. wherethey have a 
familial base, it is as difficult to change from them as to change 
families, and if, when they have only a territorial base, the 
barriers separating them are not as insurmountable, they never- 
theless persist. In  the middle ages, it was still difficult for a 
workman to fhd work in a city other than his own.' Thei 1 internal customs, moreover, formed an enclosure around each 

5 social division protecting it, from the infiltration of foreign ele- 
ments. Under these conditions, the individual is held to the 1: 

soil where he was born by ties attaching him to it, and because '1 
! 

he is repulsed elsewhere. The rarity of means of communication ,, - 
and transportation -- - is a proof_of this ex~lu~i_on 07Gch segment.' " 

Levasseur, op. cit., I, p. 239. 
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By repercussion, the >--- causes - maintaifiingman - - in his native 
)land _ ___ -___r_; f3x him in his ___ domestic_liJfe. In  the beginning the two are 
confounded and if, later, they are distinguished, one cannot 
draw far away from the second when t e &st cannot be passed. f The force of attraction resulting from consanguinity exercises 
its action with a maximum of inten ity, since each remains 
throughout life very near the source of this force. It is, indeed, s 
a law without exception that the mo e the social structure is 4 by nature segmental, the more familqes form great, compact, 

8 The reader himself sees facts verifying this 
not present here. It results from researches w 
that we hope to publish soon. 

Cited by Layet, Hygiene des paysans, last chapter. 

, - 
undivided maises, gathered up in 

On the other hand, in so far as sepa- 
rating the different segmentgl are this equilibrium 
is inevitably broken. As individuals no longer held together 
in the places of their origin, and as free spaces, opening 
before them, attract them, they to expand there. 

- 
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661,000 inhabitants of the quinquennial increase, leaving only 
105,000 to be distributed among the average towns, the small 
towns, and the country." lo It is not only toward the great/ 
cities that these great migratory movements tend ; they radiate 
into neighboring regions. Bertillon has calculated that during 
the year 1886, while on the average in France 11.25 out of 100 
were born outside the departement, in the departement of the 
Seine there were 34.67. This proportion of strangers is so 
much greater as departements of cities are more populous. 
It is 31.47 in the Rho~ze, 26.29 in the Bouches-du-Rhone, 26.41 in 
the Seine-et-Oise,ll 19.46 in the Nord, 17.62 in the Gironde.12 
This phenomenon is not peculiar to great cities. I t  is equally 
produced, although with less intensity, in small towns and 
market-towns. "All these agglomerations increase constantly 
at  the expense of the smaller tjownships, so that one sees with 
each census the number of cities of each category increased by 
some units." l3 \ 

Children no longer remain immutably 
their parents, but leave to seek their But the - greater mobilityof social units which these Phenomenh;, , . 

attached to the land of 
fortune in all directions. 

-- 
of migration suppose causes a weakening of all traflitions. $ 

, -  - - - ~ - - = , - ~ - - . . "  --.i _l=-i 1 ' 

--ISfact,<Lt especially gives force to tradition is the char- $ 
Populations are mingled, and, e of this, their original 
differences are lost. Statistics, do not permit 
our following the march of in history, 
but a fact sufficient to 
the formation and 
not f&Ged by a 
tion. Far from 
normal 

acter of the persons who transmit it and inculcate it, the old 
people. They are its living expression. They alodchave 

/ - -  been witnesses of the acts of their ancestors. Thev are the " -- 
unique intermediary between the present and the past. More- - - - - - -  --- - - - --- 
over, they-enjoy a prestige with generations reared under their 
eyes and their direction which nothing can replace. The child, 
indeed, is aware of his inferiority before the older persons 
surrounding him, and he feels he depends upon them. The 
reverential respect he has for them is naturally communicated 
to all that comes from them, to all they say, and all they do. 
Thus, it is the au tkr i ty  of age which gives tradition its author- --- - - - - -  - 

ity. ~ s e q u e n t l y ,  all that can contribute to prolonging this 
influence beyond infancy can only fortify traditional beliefs 

10 Dumont, D6population et Civilisation, p. 175. 
, 11 This increased number is an effect of the neighborhood of Paris. 

12 Dictionnuire encyclop. des Sciences medic., art. Migration 
la Dumont, op. cit., p. 178. 
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and practices. That is what happens a man continues generations. To be sure, effects of primary education continue 
to live in the environment where he for he then to be felt, but witP1e-ss force, because they are not held t,ogether. 
remains in relation with people who The .-..- prime .- ~f,:~out,h') moreover, is t.he time when men ......... ary/ 
child, and he submits to their action. most impatient w3h all  restraint and p o s t  eager for .................. change. 

them lasts, and, consequently, i t  The life circulating in them has not yet had t&e to congeal, 

that is to say, restrains the desire or definiteIy to take determined forms, and it is too intense to 
be disciplined without resistance. This need will, then,.-be 
satisfied so much more .............. easily as it is less restrained from with- 

.............. ...,. 

. .  .......-. out, and it can be satisfied only a t  , the expense of . _ tradition; _ _ ._ ___. 

The more The latter is most battered at the very moment when it loses 
. . . . . . . . . . .  

its strength. Once given, this germ of weakness can only be 
developed .....-.......... with each generat4ion, for one transmits with less 
authority principles whose authority is felt less. 1 

A characteristic example shows the influence of age on thel 
force of tradition. ,[I. .J 

Precisely because the population of great cities is recruited 
especially through - h z w ~ 2 e ~ -  immigration, it is essentially composed of 
people who, on becoming adult, have left their homes and been (9 
freed from the action of the old. Moreover, the number of old 
men there is small, whereas that of men in the prime of life, on 
the contrary, is very high. Cheysson has shown that the ;:+!; 

curves of population a t  each age group, for Paris and for the 
province, meet only a t  the ages of 15 to 20 and from 50 to 55. 
Between 20 and 50, the Parisian curve is a great deal higher; 
beyond that i t  is lower.16 In 1881, there were in Paris 1,118 

..-. 
individuals from 20 to 25 to 874 in the rest of the country.16 

. .- 
For the entire departement of the Seine, there is found in 1,000 
inhabitants 731 from 15 to 60 and only 76 beyond that age, 

.. . .  
whereas the province has 618 of the &st and 106 of the second. 
In Norway, according to Jacques Bertillon, the relations are 
the following in 1,000 inhabitants : 

. . . . . . . .  
Cities Country 

From 15 to 30 278 239 
From 30 to 45 . . . . . . . .  205 183 
From 45 to 60 . . . . . . . .  110 120 
F'rom 60 and above . . . . . .  59 87 
l6 La Question de la population, in Annales dlHygQne, 1884. 

14 COUTS de Philosophie positiue, IV, p .  451. l6 Annales de la ville de Paris. 
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Thus, it is in the great cities the moderating-influence 
of age is at  its minimum. At observes that 

y over minds. Indeed, 

society changes, 

lective life cannot haxe 
_._ - - - - -  

l .  - much greater than during old age, Fa*) believed he could 
:present the decline of traditionalism as simply a transitory 

temporary emancipation." l7 

from the method of 
objections to which out. Doubt- 

P less, if one compares the end of a soc'ety to the beginnings of 
a succeeding one, a return to traditionalism can be seen. But 
this phase in which every social type is always a great 
deal less violent than i t  had been with anterior 
type. With us, the customs of ances 
object of the superstitious worship wh 
a t  Rome. Never was there a t  Romelan institution analogous 
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to the ~ p a + ? j  rrapavdpov of the Athenian law, opposing all in- 
novation.18 Even a t  the time of Aristotle in Greece, it was 
still a question of whether it was good to change established 
laws in order 'to improve them, and the philosopher answers 
in the affirmative only with the greatest circum~pection.~~ 
Finally, with the Jews all deviation from traditional rule was 
still more completely impossible, since it was an impiety. 
But, to judge the march of social events, one must not put, 
end to end, the societies which succeed each other, but one 
must compare them a t  the corresponding period of their life. 
If, then, it is quite true that all social life tends to be fixed and 
to become habitual, the form it takes always becomes less 

since common beliefs and practices, in large part, 
extract their strength from the strength of tradition, it is 
evident that they are less and less able to prevent the free 
expansion of individual variations. 

I11 
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bonds.  his fact of t be denied. It is because 
we depend so much omm0n opinion the more 
i t  watches over attention of all is Con- life, spread over a larger area, is less a t  each point. The great misstep is perceived city is resolved, then, into a certain number of little cities, and,, ;. .. each has as many consequently, the preceding observations do not exactly apply.zl~. i l-..i 

ic;;,,F;;; he is better able to But wherever the density of the agglomeration is related to the 
it, one is nowhere volume, personal bonds are rare and weak. One more easily 
the extension and loses others from sight ; in the same way one loses interest even 

in those close by. AS this .. mutual .,- -+a..rl,-,-.-----rl. indifference results in loosing' 
.............. ............................. .-..- collective surveillance, th6 sphere of free action of eachindi,- ( ;> 

-, .....,.. ..,.. .,,: 
I' .. <. :' 

vidual is extended ii fact, and little by. little the fact becomes- .;.L,,, .-..-...- - . -  .... .... . . . . - . . . . I .  ) (!.;?!-; 
' s g p  We know, indeed, that ......-... the common ............. a.F* co~s,~ience,,keeps 

I...... . . .  ..... . . .  ............ . . . .  . .  . . . .  h t r e n g t h  -llrz...-I-.- ,:.- only .- on _ _  condition ..-.. of not tolerating ,.. oqntradictions. 
ButJ by reason of this diminution of social contr&-acts are 
committed daily which confute it, without, however, any i. 
reaction. If, then, there are some repeated with frequency < 
and uniformity, they end by enervating the collective senti-) 
merit they shock. A rule no longer appears respectable when 

and that with impunity. One no 
desire is more acute as the states conscience thus awakened er finds the same conviction in an article of faith too often 
are more numerous and strong.20 , on the contrary, we look 
'upon someone from afar, having t.erest in his concerns, we 
.'are not aroused either to learn to him or to ~ b ~ e r v e  

k!ener as persong 
and more 

frequent. dividual personality makes, when i t  is 
d from without, end by receiving the 

: 
ore marked in great cities, i t  is not 
o produced in others according to their 

the obIiteration of the segmental 
easing development of urban centres, 

are less often and less regularly in contact, separated as they for this phenomenon having to con- 
zo ~t is true that, in a small city, the stranger, the unknown, is no less the " 

object of curiosity than the inhabitant, but it  is because of Contrast, because 
to b ~ ~ ~ m e  general. But, moreover, in so far as the moral 

he is the 1t is not the same in a great city, where it is the rule, as it is a question to be studied. We believe we have noticed that in pop"- 
were, for everybody to be unknown. which are not dense, collective opinion lceeps its strength. 
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density of society is 
great city which contains an entire within its walls. 

In effect, as material and moral between different 
fL 
, regions tend to vanish, they are, to one another, 
; steadily more analogous to that of of the same 

1 4 ,  ' city. The cause which in great -', 
r', of the common conscience must 

out society. So long as divers 
ality, remain closed to one 
limits the social horizon of 
rest of societ,y by barriers 
turns us from local life, 
cent,rated there. 
compIete, the vistas 
becomes more 
then on, even 

individual. Both weaken as these divisions are done away 

he crimes and delicts to which organisen 
hed never leave the organs charged with 

different. Whether the city be great or 
society be dense or not, magistrates do not 

- .. 
r delinquent go unp&shed. It would' 

at  the special weakening whose cause we have 
st be localized in that part of the collective 
determines only diffuse reactions, without 
d beyond. But, in reality, this localization 
ese two regions are so strictly solidary that 
cked without the other feeling it. The 

less sensible to great ones. When one no longer attaches 

intact. It is thus that, little by little, the movement is 
unicated to the whole common conscience. Sb 

s fundamental cause must be added the contagious influence of great 
small, and of small upon the country. But this influence is only 

and, besides, assumes importance only to the extent that social den- 

  Určeno pouze pro studijní účely  



  Určeno pouze pro studijní účely  



contract supposes that all individuals are able to represent in 
themselves the general conditions of the collective life in order 
to make a choice with knowledge. But Spencer understands 
that such a representation goes bey nd the bounds of science 
in its actual state, and, consequent 1 y, beyond the bounds of 
conscience. He is so convinced o the vanity of reflection 
when it is applied to such matters t a t  he wishes to take them 1 away even from the legislator, to say nothing of submitting 
them to public opinion. He believ s t at  social life, just as 
all life in general, can naturally rganize itself only by an j h  unconscious, spontaneous adaptati n under the immediate I pressure of needs, and not accordin to a rational plan of re- F flective intelligence. He does not believe that higher societies 

I 
can be built according to a rigidly drawn program. 

Thus, the conception of a social contract is today d%cult 
to defend, for it has no relation to the facts. The observer 
does not meet it along his road, s to speak. Not only are b there no societies which have such n origin, but there is none ? 
whose structure presents the least trace of a contractual organ- 
ization. It is neither a fact acquired through history nor a 
tendency which grows out of histo ical development. Hence, 
to rejuvenate this doctrine and accr dit it, it would be necessary 
to qualify as a contract the adhe ion which each individual, t as adult, gave to the society w en he was born, solely by 
reason of which he continues to liv . But then we would have 1 to term contractual every action of man which is not deter- 
mined by constraint.Vn this ligh , there is no society, neither 
present nor past, which is not or h s not been contractual, for 
there is none which could exist sole1 through pressure. We have 
given the reason for this above. If it has sometimes been 
thought that force was greater p 1 eviously than it is today, 
that is because of the illusion wh'ch attributes to a coercive 
regime the small place given over o individual liberty in lower d societies. In reality, social life, wherever it is normal, is spon- 

8 This is what Fouillbe does in opposi g contract t o  pressure. (Science 
sodale, p. 8.) 
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taneous, and if it is abnormal, it cannot endure. The individual 
abdicates spontaneously. In fact, i t  is unjust to speak of 
abdication where there is nothing to abdicate. If this large 
and somewhat warped interpretation is given to this word, 
no distinction can be made between different social types, 
and if we understand by type only the very defined juridical 
tie which the word designates, we can be sure that no tie of 
this kind has ever existed between individuals and society. 

But if higher societies do not rest upon a fundamental con- 
tract which sets forth the general principles of political life, 
they would have, or would be considered to have, according 
to Spencer, the vast system of particular contracts which link 
individuals as a unique basis. They would depend upon the 
group only in proportion to their dependence upon one another, 
and they would depend upon one another only in proportion 
to conventions privately entered into and freely concluded. 
Social solidarity would then be nothing else than the spon- 
taneous accord of individual interests, an accord of which 
contracts are the natural expression. The typical social 
relation would be the economic, stripped of all regulation and 
resulting from the entirely free initiative of the parties. In 
short, society would be solely the stage where individuals ex- 
changed the products of their labor, without any action properly 
social coming to regulate this exchange. 

Is this the character of societies whose unity is produced 
by the division of labor? If this were so, we could with justice 

.doubt their stability. For if interest relates men, it is never 
for more than some few moments. It can create only an exter- 
nal link between them. In  the fact of exchange, the various 
agents remain outside of each other, and when the business 
has been completed, each one retires and is left entirely on his 
own. Consciences are only superficially in contact; they 
neither penetrate each other, nor do they adhere. If we look 
further into the matter, we shall see that this total harmony 
of interests conceals a latent or deferred conflict. For where 
interest is the only ruling force each individual finds him- 
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