


Viaclay Cilek

CHATARSTVI JAKO FENOMEN, MENTALITA A OSUD
HOLIDAY HOME MAKING AS A PHENOMENON, MENTALITY, AND DESTINY

1. Uvod - neéekang silny duch chata¥stvi

Po roce 1900 zataly do volné krajiny ve velkém pronikat tfi druhy sta-
veb. Jednalo se jednak o drobné i v&t3i tovarny a sklady vznikajici nej-
prve podél Zeleznic a vodnich tokd. Tyto provozy byly obvykle spojeny
s pohonem vodniho kola, které rychle nahrazoval parni stroj. Kromé
toho byly zaklddany vilové kolonie povale¢né burZoazie vizané na
té&sné okoli n&kolika vé&tsich mést. Tietim typem staveb byly zejména
po roce 1920 nendpadné se rozristajici chatové osady.

Béhem dalSich patnacti let obsadily tisice chat témér viechna ro-
mantickd zakouti v okolf Prahy. Jadro osad tvofily ¢asto plvodni mly-
nérske louky leZici podél Fi¢ni nivy, které davaly-prostor pro aktivity
obou hlavnich druht skautd — lesnich i vodnich. Jejich zakladatelé ¢asto
pro3li skautskou $kolou, ale pak z polovojensky organizovanych oddill
zbéhli a zaloZili si vlastni svobodomysiné osady. Prvni chata¥i milovali
zejména skalnaté partie vétsich ek, jez byly klidné vodami i dobro-
druzné skalisky. Ve druhé poloviné 20. stoleti nabylo chatarstvi tako-
vych rozmér(, Ze se stalo morem Udolnich krajin — vytvofilo chatové
osady podobaijici se celym mésteckdim. Vhodny prostor byl jiZ v té
dobé& obsazen, a tak chaty vznikaly v podstat& na jakychkoliv mistech,
odkud bylo alespori vidét na les nebo vodu.

1. Introduction - The Unexpectedly Strong Spirit of Holiday Home
Making

After 1900, three kinds of structures began to make their way into
the uninhabited Czech countryside. Firstly, there were both small and
large factories and warehouses, at first erected along railroads and
waterways. These operations were usually driven by a water wheel,
soon to be rapidly replaced by the steam engine. Secondly, residential
estates for the post-war bourgeoisie were built in the close surround-
ings of several larger cities. Thirdly, especially after 1920, there were
inconspicuously expanding summerhouse colonies.

During the following fifteen years, thousands of cottages filled practi-
cally each and every romantic retreat around the city of Prague. Sum-
merhouse colonies were mainly gathered around what were originally
miller’s meadows, along alluvial plains, where there were congenial
conditions for the two main groups of “scouts” ~ those preferring for-
ests and those preferring rivers. The founders of these colonies often
underwent Boy Scout training, but later left the paramilitary organi-
zation to start their own free-thinking colonies. The first cottagers
loved the rocky scenery around bigger rivers in particular, which of-
fered both the calm of the river surface and the rugged beauty of the




Paraleln& s chatarFstvim postupovalo — s urditym zpozdé&nim danym
povélecnym odsunem Némcd, velkou migraci po 2. svétové vélce a vy-
lidiovanim venkova — chalupaFstvi. O chaluparstvi obvykle slychdme
jako o hnuti, které pomohlo zachranit ¢esky a moravsky venkov, za-
timco o chatarstvi se neméné& opravnéné hovori jako o jevu, ktery po-
hltil jedny z nejkrasnéjsich krajin. V tomto pFispévku nechci soudit, ale
pokusit se porozumét nejen tomu, z jakych dlvodu chataf'stvi vzniklo,
ale také proc se stdle udrZuje. PileZitostnd spolupréce s PFemkem
Podlahou a jeho televiznim ,,Receptafem* mi pomohla uvidét chata-
stvi zevnitF jako socidlni fenomén a mentdini postoj.

Pfemek Podlaha pres tficet let vymysli a pod rliznymi ndzvy mode-
ruje televizni seridl pro zemédglské kutily, ,,kovozemédg€lce™ a chatare,
ktery patfi mezi nejsledovanéjsi porady. Myslim, Ze v dlouhodobém
méritku se jednd o viibec nejlsp&snéjsi Cesky televizni porad viech
dob. Vystupuji v ném drobni vyndlezci a zlep3ovatelé, ktefi dovedou
postavit sklenik z petlahvi, vypéstovat prouzkovanou mrkev nebo vy-
pudit krtka pomoci bublifuku. Pfi svém prvnim Gginkovani jsem se
bal, zda se mnou moji pratelé z okruhu surrealistické skupiny nepie-
rusi kontakty (anebo naopak zda po takto surredlné akci nepovysim).
Brzy jsem si ale uvédomil, Ze Pfemek Podlaha je vlastné politicky an-
tiglobaliza¢ni aktivista, i kdyZ o tom sam nevi. Celym svym Zivotem
chytf'e propaguje umirnénou kreativitu, sousedské chovéni, praci s pi-
dou a materidlem, tedy pfesné ten typ $tastného regionalismu, ktery
je alternativou ke studenému unifikovanému globalismu.

V posledni dobé se dokonce priimérny vék divéka tohoto ryze ,,cha-
tafského® poradu snizuje. Znamend to jednu zcela kli¢ovou véc. Po-
kud chatafstvi jako masovy mentalni postoj existuje nejméné od po-
loviny 60. let, pak jeho obliba nijak neklesa. Je to vSudyp¥itomny,
nenapadny, zdanlivé apoliticky jev, ktery je z pohledu architektury

rocky cliffs. In the second half of the twentieth century holiday home
making became such a mass phenomenon that it plagued river valleys
with extensive cottage colonies, resembling little towns. Suitable locali-
ties had already been occupied by then, so summerhouses were built
practically at any place in sight of a forest or a river.

Parallel with building cottages — with a certain delay caused by
the displacement of the German population from Czechoslovakia,
large scale migration, and the depopulation of the countryside after
WWII — there was another similar trend: turning country houses
into holiday homes. We often hear that this movement helped save
the Czech and Moravian countryside, while cottage building is justly
described as a phenomenon that has swallowed the most beautiful
bits of the Czech and Moravian landscape. In this essay | don’t in-
tend to make judgements but to try to understand, not only what
reasons there were behind holiday home making, but also why this
tradition is still very much alive today. My occasional collaboration
with the television personality PFemek Podlaha and his “Book of
Recipes — Useful Tips™ television show has helped me to see holi-
day home making from within as both a social phenomenon and a
mental attitude.

Pfemek Podlaha has been developing and presenting television pro-
grams for DIY handymen, cottagers and holiday homemakers, un-
der various titles for over thirty years, and his shows are immensely
popular. | think in the long run they rank among the most successful
Czech television shows of all times. They feature everyday inventors
and innovators who can build a greenhouse out of plastic bottles,
grow striped carrots, or get rid of moles using soap bubbles. When
| took part in the show for the first time, | was afraid my surrealist
friends would stop talking to me (or, on the contrary, after being
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tak banalnf a prdmérny (skoro se nabizi srovnani s ¢eskymi hudeb-
nimi dé&jinami 20. stolet a Karlem Gottem), Ze jej vé&tinou ani neza-
znamendme. Ani v této dob& zmén chaty neklesly v ceng, nerozpadaji
se, ale pravé naopak: jsou vylepSovany, prestavovény a zvelebovény.
Znamena to, Ze télo i duch chataFstvi je zdravy, silny a kupodivu ne-
zanika. Chatarstvi jako postoj i chaty jako kus krajiny zdstavaji s nami
a patfi jim nemaly kus budoucnosti. To, Ze existuji levné hotely v Thaj-
sku, jim neubird na cené. Rozmach hip-hopu nevylu¢uje existenci de-
chové hudby. Umélecké styly zanikaji, ale chataFstvi nestarne. Post-
moderna s premodernou Ziji vedle sebe.

2. Vyvoj ¢eského chataFstvi

Prehistorie

Chaty si jako pfileZitostné dkryty je3t& v minulém stoleti stavéli uhlifi,
néktef lovdi, pastevci daleko od lidi, cikani, barabové — d&lnici pracuiici
na Zeleznici a pfi razbé tunell, nezaméstnani a riizné podivné existence.
Myslim, Ze pfimym prredchiidcem chat nebyly jenom drobné zahradni
stavby a altany, ale také vojenské sruby a rlizna piistfedi pouZivana de-
setitisici vojakd na bojistich prvnf svétové vélky. Svatopluk Méchal kres-
lil na sibifské magistrale ,,t&plusky”, zateplené legionaFské vagény, od
kterych je krok k chatovym maringotkam. Kazdy druhy & tFeti vojék
si za valky vyzkou3el stavbu néjakého provizorniho obydli, které mu-
selo byt dostatecné teplé, aby v ném peZil zimni mé&sice pozi¢ni valky.

20. léta - trampové

Blazniva dvacitd léta pFinddeji uvolnéni a jazz. Aristokraticky zp(-
sob méstské vystavby se zdmeckymi véZickami a novorenesanénimi
Stity stiidaji demokratické stavby s geometrickymi, uZitnymi prvky.
Monarchie byla nahrazena ,,amerikanstvim®. Déti z lepSich rodin uz

presented in such a surreal setting, my status among them would
dramatically improve). However, | soon realized that Pfemek Pod-
laha is actually a political anti-globalisation activist, though he’s not
aware of it. Al his life he has cleverly promoted moderate creativity,
neighbourly demeanours, and the use of affordable material, thus
popularizing precisely the kind of happy regionalism that opposes
cold unified globalism.

Recently, the average age of his viewers has even been decreasing.
This means one key thing. If holiday home making as a mass mental
attitude has existed, at least, since the first half of the nineteen-sixties,
its popularity is not diminishing. It is an omnipresent, inconspicuous,
seemingly apolitical phenomenon, and from the architectural point
of view so very banal and mediocre (it almost calls for a comparison
with the Czech musical history of the twentieth century and the phe-
nomenon of pop singer Karel Gott) that for the most part we don’t
pay any attention to it. The recent era of fast and fundamental chang-
es doesn’t have the slightest influence on the state of holiday homes.
Their prices haven’t fallen, they don’t decay — just the opposite in fact:
they are being rebuilt and improved. It follows that the body and the
spirit of holiday home making is healthy, strong, and far from fading
out. Both holiday home making as an attitude and summerhouses as
a part of the landscape are here to stay, claiming a substantial part of
the future. The existence of cheap hotels in Thailand doesn’t detract
from their value. The spread of hip-hop music does not rule out the
existence of brass bands. Artistic styles fade away but holiday home
making never grows old. Post-Modernism and pre-Modernism exist
in it side by side.




nejezdily na koni, ale hrély tenis. Déti z chudych rodin vyraZely do
lesti a na Feku. V podstaté viechna mésta v Ceskoslovensku byla ma-
lomé&sty, kde se lidé znali a navzdjem pozorovali. Cetnici byli viudy-
pritomni. V parcich byli hlidaci, ktef{ tfeba ve Vidni misty ptetrvali do-
dnes. Park s hlidacem je odporny. M&stskou romantiku predstavuje
kino, hospoda se zahradkou a hFisté.

Ale hned za hranicemi mésta jsou ddoli, skaly a svoboda. V pétek
jit do kina na western a v sobotu vyrazit ven! Bob Hurikdn popisuje
prvni odvazné vypravy ke Kamennému Pfivozu a na horni tok Kocaby.
V desitkach lokalit v prazském okoli a na nékolika mistech v okoli dal-
Sich vé&tsich mést vznikaji prvni srubové kolonie. Misto byva vybrano
archetypdlné na kraji lesa pobliz feky ¢i potoka a v blizkosti né&jaké
skaly. Osady tvofi okolo deseti aZ patnécti malych srubl. Ploty ne-
existuji. Chata obvykle zahrnuje jednu v&tsi mistnost, n&kdy ma ku-
chytiku a chodbu. Casto se spi i ve snizeném podkrovi. Odpoledne
se v3ichni sejdou na placku a hrajf tfeba fotbal, veter se zpiva okolo
ohné&. Osady maji své pisné podobné jako kdysi vesnice. Kolonii spra-
vuje voleny a viceméné respektovany Serif. ElektFina byla zavadéna
az o desitky let pozdé&ji nebo nikdy. Druha &i dal3i generace se ¢asto
separovala ploty, vytvaFela stile vétsi domy a trvala na vlastni kadi-
budce. Na nékolika mistech pieZil duch pavodnich osad aZ do dnedni
doby. ,Ahoj* jako plvodni pozdrav vodnich trampU se rozsifilo do
celé spolecnosti.

Cesti skauti zvou na Slovensko E. T. Setona, zakladatele Ligy lesni
moudrosti — woodcrafter(i. V Knihovni¢ce Walden vychizi stejno-
jmennd kniha H. D. Thoreaua, jak postavit chatu v divocing. Tehdejsi
trampové ji berou jako prakticky navod, ale dnes zastinila filozofické
eseje R. W. Emersona a stala se Ustfedni knihou p¥irodniho transce-
dentalismu.

2. The History of Czech Holiday Home Making
Prehistory

Cottages as occasional shelters were built as late as the twentieth cen-
tury by charcoal-burners, hunters, herdsmen, Gipsies, railroad workers
and tunnel makers, the unemployed, and various colourful characters.
| think that the precursors of cottages can also be seen, not only in
garden houses and summerhouses, but also in log cabins and various
shacks used by soldiers during WWI. Svatopluk Méchal, who served
with the Czechoslovak Legion in Siberia in the late nineteen-tens, drew
pictures of insulated railroad carriages, very much resembling the type
of caravans later used as ad hoc cottages. Every other serviceman had
a chance to try to build some kind of a makeshift shelter, warm enough
to allow survival in the winter months of trench warfare.

The 1920s - “Tramping”
The crazy nineteen-twenties brought laid back attitudes and jazz. Aris-
tocratic houses with gazeboes and neo-Renaissance gables were re-
placed by democratic structures with geometric and applied elements.
The monarchy was replaced with “Americanism”. Children from noble
families no longer enjoyed horseback-riding but instead played tennis.
Children from poor families set out to discover the countryside. Ba-
sically all towns, in what was then Czechoslovakia, were small towns
where people knew each other and about each other. Gendarmes
were everywhere. There were watchmen in the parks (there still are
in Vienna). A park with a watchman is something abhorrent. The only
romantic places were the cinema, the pub and the playing field.

But right outside the town limits there were wooded valleys, rock
cliffs and freedom. To see a western movie in the cinema on Friday
night and to get out into the wild on Saturday morning! In dozens of
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30. léta - ve znameni vil a letnich bytd

Ve méstech vznikaji vilové ¢tvrti, jako je prazskd Hanspaulka, Baba,
Barrandov & Masarykova ctvrt v Brné. Ovzdusi stéle rostoucich mést je
hrozivé. Smog neni vysadou Londyna, charakterizuje prakticky vechna
vetsi mésta. Sudkovy fotky Prahy ¢asto hali smogovy opar z individudl-
nich topenist. PFiroda, pohyb a péce o zdravi zalinaji patit k Zivot-
nimu stylu, tvof protivdhu ke svazujicimu, znecisténému méstu. Kdo
na to ma, stavi honosné letni vilky, kdo na to nemd, objevuje kouzlo
chat. Datace chat je obtiZn4, ale zd4 se, Ze i ve 30. letech prevazujf
sruby, tentokrat v&t3i a stavéné vétiinou na podezdivce. Duch doby
je vice individualisticky. Ploty a zahradky zacinaji byt bézné. Proletar-
$ti trampové z plvodnich srubd se distancuji od lidi, ktefi ani na vi-
kend neodkladaji mé&sto. Rodokapsy a zanegrejovky, kytary a kovboj-
ské pisné stoji proti romdnim a tane¢nimu jazzu. PGvodni trampské
osady byly jakymsi pokracovanim pfirody, ale nyni dochazi k proni-
kani tykadel mésta do volné krajiny.

40. léta - chata jako refugium

O této dob& mame v souvislosti s chatarstvim jen malo zprav. Pa-
meétnici hovoff o letnich pobytech v pfirodé a velmi nizké kriminalitg,
takZe se o své majetky nebdli. Skauti byli rozpraseni. Doba na lidi pa-
dala. Pokud to vyhldsky a potize s cestovanim dovolovaly, mnozi ujiz-
déli na chaty, aby setfasli strach z pomér a nemuseli vnimat Némce
a prapory s hakovym kFiZem na budovach. Ctyficatd léta nejsou érou
chat, ale zahradek, kde se dala vypéstovat alespoti néjaka zelenina
a par brambor. Mésto bylo plné zvidavych odi, a tak se o chatich jako
docasném Utodisti Casto dozvidame z paméti odbojovych hnuti a ute-
gencl. V protidlych trampskych osadach se déle setkavali starf piatelé
a potichu hovorili o pomérech a pribéhu valky.

places in Prague’s surroundings, as well as around several other larger
towns, the first cottage colonies appeared. Their exact position was
always archetypally chosen at the edge of a forest, by a river and near
some rock cliffs. Colonies were formed by ten to fifteen little log cab-
ins. There were no fences. The cottage was usually one larger room,
sometimes with a kitchenette and a hallway. Often there were places
to sleep in the attic. In the afternoon everybody gathered at the play-
ing area to play games (often football), in the evening songs were sung
around a campfire. Individual colonies had their own songs, just like
historical villages used to. Each colony was managed by an elected, and
more or less respected sheriff. Electricity was introduced many years
later, or in some cases never. The second and ensuing generations of-
ten separated individual cottages with fences and insisted on having
their own outhouses. In several places, however, the original spirit has
survived till today. “Ahoy” which the “waterfaring” tramps original
used as their greeting, became part of the Czech vernacular.

Czech scouts invited E.T. Seton, the founder of the Woodcraft In-
dians, to Slovakia. A Czech translation of H. D. Thoreau’s Walden
was published. Czech “tramps” saw it as a set of practical instruc-
tions, though later the book was overshadowed by the philosophi-
cal essays of R. W, Emerson which became the book of natural tran-
scendentalism.

The 1930s - Villas and Summer Residences

In cities, residential areas comprised of villas are built, such as Hans-
paulka, Baba, and Barrandov in Pargue or Masaryk Quarter in Brno.
The air quality in expanding cities is appalling. Smog is not London’s
privilege; it is characteristic of all big cities of this time. Sudek’s pho-
tographs of Prague often depict smoggy haze from coal furnaces and




50. léta - velkd migrace pokraéuje

Povélecné starosti se vic tykaly jidla a obnovy zemé& & vlastniho do-
mova neZ chat. Z pohledu architekta pokracoval predvaleny vyvoj,
stéle se budovaly jednoduché drevéné chaty na obdélnikovém plido-
rysu. V jejich okoli se Casto vysazovaly stromy — téméF vidy b&Zné &
stfibrné smrky. O chaty nebyl velky zdjem, protoZe se uvolnilo obrov-
ské mnoZstvi venkovskych domt po Némcich i po lidech, ktefi opustsli
své chudé domecky a sméfovali do vystavnych usedlosti v pohranigi.
Casto pozorujeme, Ze lidé z vesnic se st&hovali do okresnich mést,
jako bylo Kladno ¢&i Pribram, zatimco lidé z mensich mést a vesnic se
presouvali do Prahy & Brna a k nové zaklddanym priimyslovym zévo-
ddm. Vysledkem tohoto procesu bylo, Ze v nékterych, napf. stfedo-
Ceskych, vesnicich najdeme jen jednoho, dva starousedliky, ale v jinych
krajich, jako nap¥iklad v jiznich Cechach, jsou vesnice, kde staroused-
lici tvori vic neZ polovinu obyvate! vsi. Podobné i krajina 50. let je stale
jeSté pokracovéanim vyvoje 19. stoletf, ale jiZ se schyluje k velké kra-
jinné, méstské a rovnéz chatarské revoluci.

60. léta ~ chaty jako vnitFni cizina

Sedesaté léta se podobaji dvacétym, stiny vélky jsou kone¢né napil se-
tfeseny, Zije se lépe, Zije se radostnéji. Ve méstech vznikaji velka, nej-
prve cihlovd, pozdg&iji panelovd sidli3t&. Lidé jdou rdno v 3est do prace
a kolem treti jsou doma, vcelku odpotatf a pini energie. ZboZi je malo,
na maso se, zejména v patek, cekaji dlouhé fronty, ale je hodné ¢asu
na navitévy. Vnitfek mést je Sedivy (krasovy badatel profesor Ek mi
jesté pocatkem 80. let Fekl, Ze rad jezdi do Brna, protoZe mu pfipo-
mina Brusel za valky, mnohokrat jsem si na to vzpomnél), nova sidlisté
jsou zatim pina rGznych jam a bahna a témé¥ beze stromU. VyréaZi se na
tydenni nebo ¢trnéctidenni dovolenou do NDR, Polska a k Balatonu.

heaters. The outdoors, exercise and health concerns become a part
of the everyday life-style, as a counterweight to the overburdened,
poliuted city. Those who can afford it build sumptuous summer resi-
dences, those who cannot discover the charm of summerhouses. It is
difficult to date the cottages but it seems that in the nineteen-thirties
log cabins prevail, this time bigger and built on rim walls. The zeit-
geist is more individualistic. Fences and gardens are quite common.
Proletarian “tramps” from the original log cabins distance themselves
from people who, even at weekends, cannot set aside their city hab-
its. Adventure novels by Zane Grey, guitars, and western songs stand
against-the modern novel and jazzy dance music. The original tramp-
ing colonies used to be an extension of nature, but now cities begin
to put their feelers out into the landscape.

The 1940s ~ The Cottage as a Refuge

There isn’t much information related to holiday home making from
this period. Personal accounts often speak of summer camps and very
low crime rates, so nobody feared for their property. Boy Scouts were
scattered. The times were hard. If it were at all possible, despite vari-
ous ordinances and difficulties with travelling, many people tried to
take refuge at their cottages, so they didn’t have to witness the Ger-
man soldiers in the streets and swastika flags on public buildings. The
nineteen-forties were not so much an era of cottages as an era of gar-
dens where some vegetables and potatoes could be grown. Cities and
towns were full of inquiring eyes, so cottages as temporary refuges
are often a feature in memories of resistance members and refugees.
In depleted tramping colonies old friends continued to gather to talk
silently about the course of the war.
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Co se zbytkem &asu a s pfemirou energie? Instituce letnich bytd prak-
ticky zanikla, levné ubytovny Klubu eskych turistl se vesmés rozpadly.
ReZim podporuje pionyrské tabory a individudlni rekreaci. Citi, Ze lidé
se potrebujf vybit a uniknout z Sedavého mésta.

Koncem 60. let doséhne na automobil Skoda za 50 tisic K& p¥i pro-
mérném platu 2-2,5 tisice K& mésicné skoro kazda spofivd rodina.
A Evropané vycepovani krizi a vilkou tehdy spoFivi byli. Kdo ma auto,
chce chatu & chalupu. Vyjimky témér nejsou. V3ude vyristaji chatové
osady. Prazéci funguji individualisticky, ale tam, kde jsou pozemky
centrélné pridélovany lidem z jednoho podniku, jak tomu bylo napf.
na Kladné, vznikajf celé osady budované podle zasad kolektivni spolu-
préce a ze surovin ,pfemisténych* z domovského podniku. Lidé pod-
[éhaji dobg, miluji beton. Cena nemovitosti roste. Jesté v roce 1963
nabizely nérodni vybory ve Slovenském rudohofi domy na samoté za
pouhych 500K¢, v podstate za udrzbu, ale koncem 60. let se jiZ ceny
mezi jednotlivymi kraji CSSR v podstat& vyrovnavaly.

Lidé se schézeli vic nez dnes. Castymi tématy rozhovort byly na-
kupné&-pozndavaci cesty do socialistické ciziny a vystavba chat. Chaty
se poctem, zastavénou plochou i nevhodnym designem méstského
typu vymkly méFitku a razu krajiny. Clovék unikal z mésta panelak
do mésta chat — bylo to lepsi neZ setrvavat ve vikendové vylidnéném
mésté. Chatovy urbanismus se proménil z individudini ¢i Fadové za-
stavby do centréiné planovanych, velikostné unifikovanych obdélniko-
vych parcel, jejichZ nendpaditou geometricnost zakryly teprve stromy.
Pavodni typ jednoduchych chat zacal byt nemoderni. Objevuji se vie-
moZné architektonické vystrelky, vysoké stavby i ohavné neofunkci-
onalisticka staveni. Diferenciace spole¢nosti zacind byt patrna i v ar-
chitekture. Proletarské chatky koexistuji s novymi vilovymi ¢tvrtémi.
Pévodni trampské osady necht&ji mit s lidmi z novych kolonii nic

The 1950s - Expansive Migration Continues

After the war scarcity of food and renewal of homes, as well as of the
whole country, was of much more concern then holiday home mak-
ing. From the architect’s point of view, pre-war development contin-
ued — simple wooden rectangular cottages were still built. Trees were
planted in their surroundings — almost always spruces or silver spruces.
People were not much interested in cottages because a great number
of country houses had been left empty after the displacement of the
German population from Czechoslovakia, and also after the Czech
people, who had left their modest country houses to move into home-
steads, left behind by affluent displaced Germans, in border regions.
We often see that people from villages moved to county towns, such
as Kladno or Pfibram, while people from small towns moved to both
Prague and Brno where new industrial plants were established. This
process resulted in the fact that in some of the villages in Middle Bo-
hemia we now find only one or two original pre-war inhabitants, but
elsewhere, for example in Southern Bohemia, there are villages where
as many as half of the population are people who have lived there since
pre-war times. Similarly in the countryside we still see in the nineteen-
fifties a continuation of the development that had started in the nine-
teenth century, but a revolution was nigh — in the countryside, in the
cities, as well as in the cottage colonies.

The 1960s -~ Cottages as Places of Internal Emigration

The nineteen-sixties are reminiscent of the nineteen-twenties; the shad-
ows of war are half forgotten, times are getting better. Large housing
estates are built, at first made of brick, later of prefabricated concrete.
People go to work at six in the morning and they are back at home
at about three, relatively rested and full of energy. There is a general




spole¢ného. Jednotny svét vikendovych obyvatel pfirody se rozpada
do né&kolika nezavislych &i protichldnych proudd.

Je jednoduché byt kritikem té doby a tohoto zplsobu necitlivého
konzumniho stavéni. Je obtiZné nalézat kladné hodnoty chatafstvi.
Ale presto existuji. Je to predevsim pozitivn{ kreativita. Kdysi jsem
prochézel dace v okoli Moskvy. Na mnoha mistech tam panovala
kreativita negativni — kdyZ? si nékdo postavil néco hezkého, trfeba
devénou lavicku, hned mu ji nékdo znicil. Ceské chatastvi 60. let
i pozdé&jsich dob poméhalo udrzet schopnost a vili pracovat. At uz
byly chatové osady &imkoliv, nebyly nihilistické. Ve mé&st& lidé ne-
znali své sousedy, v kolonii ano. Chatarstvi bylo pokracovanim li-
dového kouméctvi, improvizace a chuti do prace. Zivot naplnény
prac{ a drby. Lidé se opakované v pondéli v praci chlubili, jak se na
chat& zmohli a Ze ted’ budou zase tyden odpocivat. Okamzit& jsme
si zvykli na volné soboty a divili jsme se, jak jsme bez nich vibec
mohli existovat.

70. léta - abytek venkovskych babicek

Mésta dale rostou. Vystavba panelovych dom( doséhne vrcholu pravé
v 70. a 80. letech. V 60. letech jesté mélo mnoho rodin néjaké pii-
buzné na venkové, a diky tomu i moZnost tam na prazdniny posilat
déti. Ty se tak z vlastni zkuSenosti tfeba dozvidaly, jak vypadd krava
a co Zerou slepice. Od 70. let zkuSenost venkova upada a je nahrazo-
vana zkuSenosti chaty ¢i chalupy, ale to je spi¥ nastavenim méstského
zplsobu Zivota. Elektfina je zavedena prakticky vSude. KaZdy s sebou
na chatu tahd tranzistorové radio, mladi poradaji mejdany za zvuku civ-
kového magnetofonu. Na chaty se stéhujf staré televizory. Neni nutné
chodit na travu pro kréliky nebo poméhat pti Znich. Jenom opravdovi
chudéci mezi détmi zlstavaji na prazdniny ve mésté.

shortage of goods and people spend Friday afternoons queuing outside
butchers’ shops to buy meat for Sunday dinner. Inner cities are very
grey and dull (professor Ek told me as late as the beginning of the nine-
teen-eighties that he liked going to Brno because it reminded him of
Brussels during WWII), new estates are still completely treeless places
full of muddy holes. Holidaymakers go to the Baltic coast in East Ger-
many and Poland, or to Lake Balaton in Hungary. So what to do with
all that time and energy? Summer residences became a thing of the
past, while cheap hostels, originally run by the Czech Hiking Club, were
left to dilapidate. The Communist regime supports summer camps for
young “pioneers” and individual tourism. Leaders of the regime lead-
ers feel that people need to escape from the dull cities and let off steam.

At the end of the nineteen-sixties a Skoda car cost 50 thousand
Czechoslovak crowns. With the average salary being 2-2,5 thousand
crowns, almost any thrifty family can afford one. And Europeans, who
had learned their lesson during the Great Crisis and WWI, were in-
deed thrifty. But those who own a car also want to have their cottage
or country house. Summerhouse colonies grow everywhere. People
from Prague operate on an individual basis, but where lots are centrally
allocated to people from the same state enterprise, such as in Kladno,
whole colonies are built on the basis of collective co-operation from
raw materials “moved” from the state enterprise itself. People are in-
fluenced by the prevailing spirit of the times and love concrete. Real
estate prices grow. As late as in 1963 it was possible to buy isolated
houses in remote parts of Slovakia for 500 crowns, but at the end of
the nineteen-sixties the prices in all parts of the country are practically
the same — and much higher then a decade ago.

People gathered together more often than today. Among the dis-
cussed topics journeys to other communist countries to shop and see
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Svét chatareni se jesté vic rozriiziiuje. Uplng na jeho nendpadném
dné se drzi divoci trampové, kteff si nékde v lese vybudujf srub, ¢asto
se svolenim mistniho hajného, jemuz obcas pomohou se sazenim
stromkd. Policie kontroluje, zda nemaji americké torny (,,usarny*),
a misty zapisuje mladence, ktefi chodi v dzinach. Aktivn€ patré po ,,les-
nich asocidlech® a vypaluje jejich skry3e. Trampové, cundraci poradajf
Casta setkani s hudbou ¢i ilegalni potlachy. Misto a datum srazu se $if
jenom osobnim kontaktem v lese ¢i na nddrazi. Tyto védi je nutné za-
znamenat, protoZe rychle mizi z paméti.

O néco vy3 stoji obyvatelé plivodnich srubl a chatek odkédzanych
na Zelezni¢ni spojeni. Tito lidé starnou, vic se vénuji klidnym rozho-
vordm a zahradkéam, ale stale je$t€ maji romanticky lesk v ocich a radi
si poméhaji. Veder hraji na kytaru a jsou nostalgicti. Jejich d&ti miluji
vSechno americké, opdjeji se Zelezni¢nimi tuldky a vytvareji velky re-
pertoar pisni, kde se stdle vice prosazuje blues, gospel a dalsi hu-
debni formy. Pisné takovych kapel jako jsou Greenhorns & Rangers
se stavaji vielidovym majetkem. Rekni mi, co zpivés, a ja ti Feknu,
kdo jsi.

Nejvy3 stoji majitelé velkych chat a velkych voz(l. Cast elity viak
davno objevila kouzlo chalup. V3ude se néco buduje a prestavuje. Cha-
tari i chalupdri ¢thaji na kazdy uvolnény dim a zamlouvaji je pro své
znamé. Né&kterd, zejména vzdalenéjsi mista se tak stavaji ,,dobrymi
chatarskymi adresami®. V patek a v nedéli kolabuje provoz na silnicich.
Na silnici z Prahy do Stéchovic a sazavské chatové aglomerace jsou
zavedeny tfi jizdni pruhy. Kazdy patek odpoledne jsou pomoci umélo-
hmotnych kuZzelll vyty¢eny dva pruhy na cestu z mésta a v nedéli odpo-
ledne se totéz opakuje obrdcené pro pfijezd do Prahy. UZ se nejezdi
jen do Brd ¢&i Ceského raje, ale dal na Sumavu nebo do Krkonos.

dominated, and, of course, cottage building. In their numbers, the to-
tal built-up area, and “modern” design, cottages came adrift from the
traditional face of the Czech and Moravian landscape. People escaped
from towns made of concrete to “towns” consisting of cottages — it
was better than spending weekends in depopulated towns and cities.
Cottage design changed from individual ventures to “central planning”,
where identical cottages were built in close proximity to each other on
identically sized lots. The original type of simple cottages went out of
fashion. Enter all kinds of architecturally eccentric structures, includ-
ing hideous neo-functionalist houses. The stratification of the society
also becomes visible in cottage architecture. Working class cottages
co-exist with new villa estates. The original “tramping” colonies want
nothing to do with more affluent people from the new colonies. The
originally unified world of weekend romantics disintegrates into sev-
eral independent, or even opposing movements.

It is easy to criticize those times and their insensitive consumerism in
architecture. It is difficult to seek positive values of the holiday home
making of that time. But they do exist — among them above all the
positive creativity. Once | had an opportunity to visit “dachas” near
Moscow, where in many places negative creativity prevailed — if some-
body built something nice, like a little bench, somebody else immedi-
ately destroyed it. Czech holiday home making in the nineteen-sixties
and later, on the other hand, helped to maintain people’s ability and
willingness to work. The cottage colonies of those times were anything
but places of nihilism. In towns and cities people didn’t know their
neighbours, in cottage colonies they did. Holiday home making was a
continuation of grass roots invention, improvisation, and appetite for
independent work. It allowed for a life of work and gossip. On Mon-
days people boasted at work to their fellow workers how knackered




80. léta - co shanis?

Nejméné pro polovinu chatard a chalupaf( je vikendovy Zivot dlle-
tafstvi a dal3f formy vikendového Zivota Casto nejsou druhym Zivo-
tem, néjakou ndhrazkou & kompenzaci ,,prvniho® Zivota, ale tou
podstatnéjsi asti svéta. Mnoho lidi pfes tyden v zaméstnani pfedstird
praci & odpocivd, v patek se snaZi utéct o néco dfiv a pak se pfes
vikend realizuji pFi nikdy nekongicich Gpravach domd a betonovéni
chodnikd.

Sociologie se prednostné zabyva konfliktnimi vztahy, stejné jako I€-
kaFstvi vénuje vétsi pozornost nemocnym neZ zdravym. Klidné a ba-
nalni fenomény, jako je chatarstvi, které mohou mit masovy rozmér
a kli¢ovou dUileZitost pro poznéni ducha doby, byvaji prehlizeny.

Kolik stavek a revoluci mohlo u nas probéhnout, kdyby lidé nemu-
seli odjet na chatu, kde je to pri hledani hub a hulakéni odrhovacek
preslo? Kolik lidi by se socidlné ztratilo v anonymnim mésté, kdyby ne-
méli svou osadu ¢i alespoti zahradku, pro kterou Zili? Charakteristic-
kou ¢innosti v 60.—80. letech bylo shanéni, které mélo dva zakladni
aspekty. Tim prvnim byl reélny nedostatek véci potfebnych k Zivotu.
Shanélo se p&kné obleceni, slusnd zdravotni péce, stavebniny, dobré
knihy. Shanéni neprobihalo na bazi penéz, ale protisluzeb. Nebylo ani
tak dulezité, kolik kdo vydélava, ale kdo koho znd. Nemohu se zba-
vit dojmu, Ze ,infekce shanéni® byla siln&jsi, neZ by odpovidalo pros-
tému nedostatku.

Druhym aspektem shanéni bylo vytvéreni socidlnich siti a riznych
mikroalianci. Lidé, ktef{ toho byli schopni sehnat vic nez druzi, stali
v socidlni hierarchii vys. Moji rodice si zaklddali na tom, Ze na cha-
lupé méli stejny (mimochodem dost o3klivy) koberec, jaky byl polo-
7en ve Sjezdovém palaci KSC na Vysehradg&. Kdo jej ukradl a jak jej

they were after a weekend of work at their cottages and how they
were going to take it easy before the next weekend came. People im-
mediately get used to not having to go to work on Saturdays and won-
der how they could have ever fived without Saturdays off.

The 1970s - Decline in the Number of Countryside Grandmothers
Towns and cities keep growing. Construction of prefab housing es-
tates peaks in the nineteen-seventies and the nineteen-eighties. in the
nineteen-sixties many families still had some relatives in the country

~where they could send their children during school holiday. Children

thus had an opportunity to obtain first-hand knowledge of what cows
really look like and what chickens eat. In the nineteen-seventies the ex-
perience of the traditional countryside is replaced with the experience
of a cottage or a holiday country house, which much more resembles
the lifestyle of towns and cities. Electricity is available practically every-
where. Everybody carries a portable radio, youngsters dance to music
from tape recorders. Old television sets are moved to cottages. There
is no need to feed animals or to help with the harvest. Only a few un-
happy children have to spend their summer holiday in towns and cities.

The world of holiday home making diversifies even more. At its in-
conspicuous bottom, wild “tramps” still persist who build themselves
a log cabin somewhere in the woods, often with the consent of the
local forester whom they occasioally help to do an odd job. The po-
lice often check whether the tramps have U.S. Army knapsacks, and
now and then report young men whose hair is too long, or who dare
to wear jeans. Policemen actively search for these “asocial persons”
and burn their hideouts in the woods. The tramps organize outdoor
gatherings — in principle, illegal gatherings with live music. The actual
place and time of the gatherings is always communicated only through
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sehnali, nevim. Lidé shanéli zbytecné véci jen proto, aby demonstro-
vali svoji vyjednavaci schopnost. Chaty poslednich dvou, tFi desetileti
socialismu jsou vic neZ pibytky, jsou prestiznim predmétem furianta,
dikazem Sikovnosti svého majitele. V podstaté kopiruji proces, jaky
zndme z Ceské (zejména jihoceské) a moravské (zejména jihomorav-
ské a slovacké) vesnice druhé poloviny 19. stoleti. Rozdil je v tom, Ze
vesnifané, po generace vychovavani zdmeckou kulturou a kostelem,
v sobé& nesli jednotnou a pomérné vysokou estetickou normu, kterd
mé&stskym majitelim chat &asto schazela.

Po strance architektury se chaty 70. a 80. let stale zv&t3uji a bliZi
domlm. B&Zné je mit prvni patro, zavedenu vodu a elektfinu, garaz
a zachod. Vyvoj socidlnich vztahi se nedd jednodue popsat. Nejenze
kaZda méstska skupina méla sviij vlastni odraz v chatarské komunité,
ale rzné skupiny byly ne€ekané provazany — naptiklad sousedstvi
dobrého Femeslnika bylo vitané stejné nebo vice neZ spolecnost uni-
verzitniho profesora.

90. léta - druhy Zivot chaty

Tésné& po roce 1989 po letech odrikani zaplavili ¢esti turisté Evropu
a rychle zacali objevovat sv&t. Sen generaci podivat se na Kanarské
ostrovy se b&hem ti, Ctyt let zménil z Zivotni mety na dovolenou pro
stfedné chudé. Kdo nejel alespofi do Himaldji nebo Peru, védél houby
o zivoté. Chata se vim, co jsem popsal, tedy s atmosférou shanéni,
relativni nouze a malych ceskych pomér se v globalizovaném svété
stvala prezitym symbolem socialismu. Vypadalo to na velky tpadek.
Ale stalo se néco necekaného — po nékolika letech stagnace se stary
Zivot vratil, zdjem oZil a dnes je chata moZnd stejné populdrni jako
v 70. letech. Pro¢ se tak stalo? Myslim, Ze hlavni pFicinou je prostredi
mest.

personal contacts. All these facts should be recorded for posterity be-
cause the memory of them are fading rapidly.

A notch higher on the imaginary scale there are the owners of the
original log cabins and cottages who are now dependent on railway
transport. These people grow old and are mostly prone to quiet
neighbourly talk and working in their gardens, though there is still
a romantic gleam in their eye and they still like helping each other.
In the evenings they get nostalgic when singing old songs accompa-
nied by an acoustic guitar. Their children love everything American,
dream their dreams of life on the road, and create a rich repertoire
of songs, increasingly influenced by blues, gospel and other forms of
American folk music. Songs by bands such as the Greenhorns or the
Rangers become public property. Tell me what you sing and I’ll tell
you who you are.

On the top there are large cottage and big car owners. A part of
the elite have discovered the charm of country houses, so the entire
country bustles with hectic construction and reconstruction activities.
Holiday homemakers ruthlessly search for suitable country houses to
be converted into holiday homes. Certain locations, especially suitable
for holiday home making, become “good addresses”. The road traf-
fic on Friday afternoons and Sunday evenings collapses. Three traf-
fic lines are introduced on the road from Prague to St&chovice and
the Sazava region, where cottage colonies abound. Every Friday two
lines are marked out with plastic traffic cones for the outbound traf-
fic from Prague, every Sunday afternoon two lines are marked out
for the inbound traffic back to the capital city. Holiday homemakers
from Prague also colonize more remote parts of the country, includ-
ing Sumava and Krokonoge.




KdyZ budete prochézet tfeba soucasnym Karlinem, kde vedle sebe
existuji rusné i velmi klidné ulice, okamZité zaznamenate, jak ¢lovéka
stresuje automobilovy provoz — hluk, prach, nedostatek mista a pocit
napjatého neklidu, & dokonce nebezpedi. Chata se vSemi svymi nedo-
statky se opét stdvd refugiem, tentokrdt ne pred Cetniky a totalitou,
ale pred kvapicim fragmentovanym tempem soucasné Evropy a vlast-
nim sluzebnikem — automobilem.

Soucasnost - chata jako pracovisté a druhy domov
V poslednich n&kolika letech oZivaji chaty a chalupy jako snad nikdy
pfed tim. Populace starne, je vic dlichodcd, ktefi na celé mé&sice od-
chazeji mimo mésto, kam se vracejf na par studenych mésicd. Studenti
a mladi lidé pracujici na ¢astecné Uvazky si z chalup vytvarejf druhd
pracovisté. Na chaty a chalupy se premistujf dilny a sklady. Odehra-
vaji se zde matefské dovolené. Mnoho chataill a chalupafi nacerno
pronajima své méstské pribytky za najmy odpovidajici necelému dvoj-
nasobku primérné mzdy. Z toho se jiZ da Zit.

Objevuji se nové ritudly — muzi chodf o Velikonocich na pomlézku
o den dFiv, aby mohli pit alkohol a druhy den nemuseli Fidit. Vznikaji
improvizované kluby a neziskové hospody, ve kterych se centralng
nakupuje lahvové pivo, za které kazdy sam hodf do kasicky potrebné
penize. Lidé se schazeji na silvestra a soutéZi ve vypousténf barevnych
rachejtli. Jinde organizujf pro déti hromadné opékani urcitého druhu.
Lidé pfes tyden pracuji, aby si o vikendu mohli uZivat venkovského
socidlniho modelu. Pohostinné rodiny vas pozvou do malého bazénu,
kde se musi ¢asto vymériovat voda.

Ploty se ménive zdi. Lidé jsou na jednu stranu vic vikendové oteviteni
(ov3em jen kdyZ chtéji, nenf to permanentnf otevifenost), na druhou
stranou si chrani své teritorium. Do kolonie vnikl zlo¢in trojiho typu.

The 1980s - What Are You Trying to Get Hold of?

For at least half of holiday homeowners, weekend life is more impor-
tant than work days. This is a very important fact to acknowledge.
Holiday home making and other forms of weekend life often are not
a second life, a substitute or a compensation for these people’s “first”
life, but the more important part of their lives. During the week at
work many people simply dodge their duties, successfully pretend to
work, or simply relax, only to escape on Friday early afternoon to
realize their potential on the endless reconstruction of their holiday
homes and their surroundings.

Sociology pays preferential attention to social conflict, just as med-
icine pays more attention to the ill than to the healthy. Calm, banal
phenomena like holiday home making, which may reach a massive
scale and harbour key importance for recognizing the zeitgeist, tend
to be overlooked.

How many strikes and revolutions could have taken place in this
country, had people not had to “go to the cottage”, where, while
mushroom picking or singing well worn-out songs, they changed their
minds. How many people would have gotten socially lost in anony-
mous cities, had they not had their cottage colony or at least a gar-
den to live for? A typical activity of the era from the nineteen-sixties
to the nineteen-eighties was the constant effort to get hold of various
items. This activity had two aspects. Firstly, there was a real shortage
of goods. It was difficult to get nice clothes, decent healthcare, build-
ing materials, or good books. The whole system was based on mutu-
al favours, rather then money. Making good money meant less than
having good connections. | can’t shake the feeling that this “hunting
infection” was stronger than would follow from the actual extent of
the material scarcity.
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Krade se vic nez kdy jindy. Bézny zlocin se tyka prostého odnéseni
vsech nepfipevnénych véci. V nékterych osadach se nikdy nekradlo,
ale ty Casy jsou pry¢. Druhym typem zlocince jsou vandalové a pFespa-
vaci, €asto hladovi bezdomovci, kteff ni¢i z pocitu frustrace. Osobni
zkudenost: vytahaji prostéradla na hromadu, rozbijf talife a sklenicky
a hromadu poliji ke¢upem. Tfetim, nejhorsim typem zlocinci jsou or-
ganizované bandy, které opakované vykradaji chatu za chatou. Lidé
se pak potkavaji a kladou si novou otdzku: Kolikrat jste byli vykra-
deni? Pak se ne$tastné shodnou na tom, Ze vtipy o policajtech maji
své opravnéni. Pulzuje v nich vztek a nendvist. Zndm to, sami jsme
byli vykradeni tfikrat.

Budoucnost - svét klimatickych zmén a drahé ropy

Koncem 90. let bylo zf'ejmé, Ze chaty maji svou, nejspis dlouhodobou
budoucnost jako rekreadnf zafizenl. Je v3ak docela dobf'e mozné, Ze
svoji hlavni roli teprve sehraji. ZvaZzme dva kli¢ové aspekty soucasného
svéta — prichazejici klimatické zmény a zvySovani cen ropy a energii
obecné. Klimatické zmény se projevuji hlavné oteplovanim a v Evropé
i zmé&nou zdkladniho hydrologického rezimu. Jinymi slovy, roste po-
Cet letnich dni s tropickymi teplotami a zarovef i vzristd nebezpeci
povodni, jejichZ druhou stranou jsou letni sucha.

V letech 1997, 2002 a 2006 jsme zaZili pomérné velké povodné,
které ohrozily chatovou zdstavbu v Fi¢nich nivach. Tato situace bude
pravdépodobné dalsi nejméné dvé, t¥i desetileti pokradovat. Zvy3u-
jici se teploty vedou k ¢ast&j$im bouikdm z vedra, a tim i k nic¢ivéj-
§im privalovym destlim. Teplejsi Atlantsky ocedn vytvaii vétsi tro-
pické boure, jejichz dozvuky se nékdy projevuji vétrnymi smrstémi
aZ ve stfedni Evropé&. Na jednu stranu jsou chaty (méné casto chalupy,
které byvaly postaveny na promyslenéjsich mistech) vice ohroZovany

The second aspect was the creation of social networks and various
micro-alliances. People who were able to get more than others had a
higher position in the social hierarchy. My parents prided themselves
in the fact that at their cottage they had the very same carpet (quite
an ugly one, by the way) that had laid in the Communist Party As-
sembly Palace in Prague’s VySehrad. Who had stolen it and how my
parents got hold of it | do not know. People would hunt for useless
articles merely to demonstrate their negotiating abilities. Cottages
built in the last two or three decades of Czech Communism are not
dwelling places, but rather status symbols and demonstrations of their
owners’ skill. They basically copy a process known from Czech and
Moravian villages in the second half of the nineteenth century. The dif-
ference is that the nineteenth century villagers, brought up by palace
culture and the Church, cherished unified and rather high aesthetic
norms and values, which the Czech townspeople a hundred years
later painfully lacked.

In terms of architecture, cottages of the nineteen-seventies and nine-
teen-eighties get bigger and start to resemble proper family houses.
Two-storey buildings with electricity, running water, a water closet
and a garage are quite common. It is not easy to describe the evolu-
tion of social relationships. Not only each urban group of people had
its mirror image in the cottage community, but various groups were
also inter-connected in unexpected ways. To have a skillful craftsman
in the neighbourhood was appreciated equally or even more than the
company of a university professor.

The 1990s - The Cottage’s Second Life
Shortly after the events of 1989, Czech tourists flooded Europe and
started discovering the world. The dream of several generations,




klimatickymi extrémy, na druhou stranu se vina vedra lépe piekonava
na venkov¢ blizko vody ¢i alespoii ochlazujiciho Gcinku vegetace. Mésto
v |ét€ se podoba pousti.

Podle pesimistickych scéndrl se jiz v letech 2008-2010 (a podie
scénar( optimistickych kolem roku 2020) muze projevovat vyznamny
nedostatek levné ropy. Drahd ropa zménf trasy dalkového obchodu,
zvysi ceny surovin a potravin. Kombinace klimatickych zmén, socidl-
nich probléma (starnuti Evropy, probiémy s penzijnim systémem aj.)
a drahé ropy mlze znamenat mimoradné zdvaznou krizi celé vyspélé
civilizace. V tomto scénéfi by chatdm a chalupdm mohla nélezet ne-
smirn€ ddleZita pozice jakési naraznikové zény, kterd miize méstské
populaci pomoct prezit nékolik krizovych let pfechodu na nové tech-
nologie ¢i paliva. Jesté v roce 1955 Zila ¢ast Vidné ze zeleniny vypés-
tované v méstskych parcich a malych zahradkach. Mate-li chatu, ne-
zbavujte se ji lehkomysiné. Mate-li moznost prikoupit ¢ast pozemku,
udélejte to. Nevime, jakad bude budoucnost, ale chaty do nf skoro ur-
¢ité budou patfit.

3. Proé vzniklo chatafstvi?

V této fazi za¢indme citit, Ze v chatareni se jednd o vic neZ o jakysi
esky zvyk traveni volného Casu. To, co na zacatku pribéhu vypadalo
jako banalita mirné kreativity na pomezi zékona, se stava ponorem do
Zivota spole¢nosti. Ceské moderni d&jiny vnimame pod zornym Gh-
lem revoluci, valek a pfevratd, ale stejné dobie je mlZeme pojmout
jako dgjiny chatafstvi ¢i obecngji d€jiny vikendl. O radé pricin, které
pravdépodobné vedly k masovému rozvoji chatarstvi a chaluparstvi,
jsme jiz hovorili. Pokusme se ale vyjmenovat zakladni faktory jeho se-
trvalého Uspéchu a dozvime se, o které hodnoty skutecné stojime.

to visit the Canary lslands, changed within a few years from a life-
long goal to the typical lower middle class holiday. Those who didn’t
visit the Himalayas or Peru knew nothing about life. The cottage,
with everything | have described so far — the atmosphere of rela-
tive scarcity and small scale thinking — were becoming a symbol of
the past in the globalised world. It looked as if a great decline was
nigh. But something very unexpected happened - after a few years
of stagnation, cottages and other holiday homes returned to life and
are nowadays as popular as they were in the nineteen-seventies.
Why? | think the prevailing conditions in towns and cities are the
main reason for it.

Walking through present-day Prague, with both busy and quiet
streets, you immediately notice how people are stressed by car traffic —
noise, dust, lack of space and a feeling of uneasiness or even danger.
The cottage, with all its imperfections, again becomes a refuge, this
time not from totalitarian reality but from the rapid and fragmented
European pace of life and its omnipresent “servant” — the car.

Present - The Cottage as a Place of Work and a Second Home
In the last several years cottages and country houses have undergone
a revival like never before. The population is getting older, there are
more retired people, and some of them leave towns and cities and
spend months on end at their cottages, coming back to towns only for
the few cold months. Students and young people, working part-time,
build their places of work at cottages and move their workshops and
warehouses there. Women on maternity leave spend time there with
their children. Many cottage and country house owners sublet their
flats in cities (often illegally) for as much as twice the average rate.
That’s enough to live on.
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le totiZ moZné, Ze chaty potrebujeme vic neZ tfeba koncepci nové
parlamentni demokracie.

Laska k padé

V roce 1900 Zilo ve méstech asi 6 % celkové populace. Dnes to je pres
60% a pokud do tohoto poctu zahrneme moderni suburbie jako za-
stavbu méstského typu, Zije v néjakém typu mésta kolem 75 % Evro-
pand. Poslednich zhruba sedm ¢i osm tisic let jsme vsichni Zili v kon-
taktu s pldou. Brali jsme ji do ruky, zaviseli jsme na ni. PFedchézeli
jsme si ji drobnymi darky a obrady. Za ta tisicileti se vytvoril vztah,
ktery je v nds latentn€ stéle pfitomny. Kdo pred vélkou prodal pidu,
byl povaZovén za nestastného ztroskotance. Nékdy mluvim s venkov-
skymi lidmi o piid€. Obvykle chvili zavahaji, nez pouZziji vyraz ,laska
k pidé®, ale nakonec jej pouZiji a nesnazi se nalézt n&jaké neutrdl-
n&j3i vyjadreni. Laska k pldé je jednou z hluboce zanofenych lidskych
emodi, k nimZ patfi i vztah k domécim zviratim, predkdm, stromim
a pocasi. Lidé z paneldku, at uZ si jsou tohoto vztahu védomi, nebo
ne, potfebuji vlastnit n&jakou pldu a dotykat se ji.

Laska k pFirodé

Laska k pFirodé se charakteristicky projevuje u méstského obyvatel-
stva. Velci ochranafi a ekologové mélokdy pochézeji z venkova. Bez
prirody neni ¢lovék Upliny. Pro realisticky zaloZenou, vétsinovou ¢ast
populace je ldska k pldé a prirodé maskovana praktickymi divody —
jit do lesa na houby, vypé&stovat si viastni rajcata. Oboji je sice ekono-
micky pochybny podnik, ale napliiuje nasi bytost jinym zptisobem. Rov-
néZ rybéfi nelovi z hladu. Lidé si kupuji pozemky a stavi na nich chaty,
aby se museli starat o piidu a méli kontakt s piirodou.

New rituals emerge — men make their Easter rounds a day earlier
so they can drink and not have to drive the following day. Improvised
clubs and non-for-profit pubs are established, where bottled beer is
bought centrally and neighbours can have a drink and pay for it by
dropping cash into a box. On New Year’s Eve people gather to com-
pete in fireworks displays. Families with children make campfires. Peo-
ple work in towns and cities during the week so that at weekends they
can enjoy the village social model. Hospitable families may even invite
you to have a swim in their private swimming pools.

Fences are turning into walls. On the one hand, people are more
open at weekends (but only if they want to be; it’s not a permanent
quality), on the other hand they protect their territory. Crime has made
its way into cottage colonies. Theft abounds and has three basic forms.
Firstly, various items are stolen from the gardens and backyards. Sec-
ondly, people, mostly the homeless and hungry, break into cottages,
spend a night there and vandalise the place out of sheer frustration.
(My own experience: they break all the plates, cups, and glasses, put
them on a pile together with the bed linen and other stuff, and pour
ketchup all over it.) Thirdly, there are organized groups who repeat-
edly and systematically burgle cottages and holiday homes. A common
question among holiday homeowners is “How many times have you
been robbed?” They make bitter jokes about the incompetent police
and are overcome by anger and hatred. | know what it feels like; we
have been burgled three times.

The Future - The World of Climatic Change and Expensive Oil

At the end of the nineteen-nineties it was obvious that countryside cot-
tages and holiday homes have a long-term future as places of relaxa-
tion. However, it’s quite possible that they are still waiting to play their




Touha po svobodé

Prvni trampové se potiebovali vzdalit z o¢i etnikdl a maloméstské
spolecnosti, kterd je neustédle pozorovala. V lese byli volni, Fikali a zpi-
vali, co chtéli, mohli popijet a objimat se, ale nepfehanéli to. Za valky
a pozdgji unikali dobé, seti'asali jeji tisen. V lese je nikdo neomezoval.
Mohli byt sami sebou a snit jiné sny. Je rozdil mit rad nékoho ve mésté
ana skale v lese. V chatdch se za vélky skryvali partyzani, pozdéji disi-
denti a literati. Existovaly i chaty, kde probihaly filozofické seminare,
duchovni exercicie a joginské tabory.

Uték z mésta

Z mésta unikdme i proto, Ze se v ném v 1été Spatné dycha, Ze je v ném
hiuk, horko a tolik neklidnych automobill, Ze ¢lovék potfebuje zménu
a divat se do stromd.

Nahrazka nedostupné ciziny
Nemohli jsme jezdit do ciziny, tak jsme jezdili na chaty a postupné
jsme si to zamilovali.

Jiné sociaini prostredi
V3ichni se tady zname a tykame si.

Poti'eba tvofit

MUj otec a d&d a jeho déd brali do ruky dievo. Kontinuitu udrzuji
i praci, tim, Ze vykondvam stejnou ¢innost. Pamét neni jenom opiso-
vani rukopisu ve skriptoriu kla3tera, ale také opakovani pohybi dre-
vorubce i rolnika. V jedné polské povésti se Cert ptd pFichozich, zda
lidé nahore jesté délaji kraslice, a narika, kdyz se dozvi, Ze se kos-
mické vejce stale kaZzdorocné zdobi. U kofend kultury je pohyb hrnéite,

main role. Let’s consider two key aspects of the present-day world —
the onset of climatic changes and the growing prices of oil and energy
in general. The climatic change is, so far, manifested in Europe mainly
by the increase in temperatures and in the basic hydrological regime.
In other words, there is a growing number of days with tropical tem-
peratures and at the same time there is a growing risk of floods, which
represent the reverse side of summer droughts.

In the summers of 1997, 2002, and 2006 we experienced rather
extensive flooding that endangered cottage colonies in alluvial plains
along rivers. This situation is likely to continue for at least two or three
more decades. Rising temperatures lead to more frequent storms and
more devastating torrential rains. A warmer Atlantic Ocean generates
larger tropical storms, whose repercussions are sometimes felt in Cen-
tral Europe in the form of strong winds. On the one hand cottages are
more endangered by climatic extremes (country houses less so, be-
cause they tend to be built at thoughtfully selected locations), on the
other hand it is easier to overcome heatwaves in the country, near a
water surface or a forest. Cities resemble deserts in the summer.

According to pessimistic scenarios important shortages of cheap oll
may hit us as soon as in 2008-2010 (more optimistic scenarios mention
2020). Expensive oil will change the routes of long distance trade and
increase the prices of both food and raw materials. The combination of
climatic changes, social problems (ageing of the European population,
problems with pension systems, etc.), and expensive oil may result in
a serious crisis of the civilised world as we know it. In this scenario,
cottages and country holiday homes may have a very important role
as a buffer zone that can help urban population survive several criti-
cal years during the process of transition to new technologies and/or
fuels. As late as in 1955 part of Vienna lived on vegetables grown in

394




orid ~
:nergy
nainly
:gime.
| tem-
which

rather
plains
“three
ns and
erates
1 Cen-
'es are
0, be-
on the
near a
er.

eap oil
ention
de and
tion of
lation,
sult in
nario,
nt role
al criti-
ind/or
own in

394

395

motyka zemédélce drtici hroudu, St€povaci niiZ sadare. Kdo vi, jak
by to s ndmi bez chat a chalup, bez praktickych Cinnosti a starych po-
hybt dopadalo.

4. Mésto a chata: dveé strany jedné zalezitosti

Myslim, Ze malokdo systematicky sledoval vyvoj architektury, urba-
nismu a socidlntho prostiedi chatovych kolonii. Jejich parcelace je veelku
ndhodnd, architektura témér neznd velkd jména. Raz plvodnich sta-
veb je zastFen sérif dalsich Gprav. Clov&k md pocit, Ze se pohybuje
v né&jakém pokleslém Zanru, i kdyZ tusi, Ze esenci Zivota jsou pravé
pokleslé Zanry, nikoliv tfeba Schénbrunn. Kili¢ k pochopeni €eskych
chatovych kolonif mi poskytla Videri, metropole svétové architektury.
Na ni je kromé zcela jinych fenoménli pozoruhodnd existence asi se-
dmdesati délnickych dvor( rudé Vidné. Od roku 1900 zde vznikaly
uzavirené bloky délnickych komplexi se Skolkami a vnitFnimi dvory,
které byvaly vétsinou zaklddany v okoli velkych tovéren, jako je tfeba
Zeissova tovarna na Hutteldorfu. Délnické bloky se rozvijely zejména
ve 20. letech a stejného stari jsou i satelitni chatové plochy, které se
dnes magistraty videriskych okres(i v marnych bojich se stdrnoucimi
viastniky snazi preménit na verejné parky.

Z délnického bloku je vidét nejenom na tovérnu, ale také na cha-
tovou ¢&i zahradkarskou kolonii. Vyplati se tato mista peclivé proché-
zet a mit pred o&ima podobné kolonie v Cechach & na Moravé. Po-
kud si odmyslime nové materidly a stavebni dopliiky poslednich dvou
az tii desetileti, béhem kterych Rakousko oproti ndm relativné zbo-
hatlo, stojime v podstaté pied totoZnou kolonif jako u nés, jenZe uspo-
radanéjsi a Cistsi. Ve Vidni je navic dobfe patrné, jak tzce spolu sou-
visi obytné bloky a chatky. | zde vyvoj zalind prostymi dievénymi

city parks and little gardens. If you have a cottage, don’t be too hasty
to get rid of it. If you have a chance to buy some more arable land,
do it. We don’t know what the future will be like but cottages will al-
most certainly be a part of it.

3. Why Holiday Home Making Arose in the First Place?

We now begin to feel that holiday home making is more than just the
Czech way of spending free time. What at the beginning looked like
a banal act of moderate (and just about legal) creativity is now per-
ceived as a probe into the life of Czech society. Modern Czech history
is often viewed through the prism of revolutions, wars, and coups, but
we could equally well look at it as the history of holiday home mak-
ing, or generally the history of weekends. We have already discussed
a number of reasons that probably resulted in the mass development
of holiday home making. However, let’s try to name elementary fac-
tors of its permanent success and learn which values we really cher-
ish. It is quite possible that we need cottages and holiday homes more
than, say, the concept of new parliamentary democracy.

Love of the Land

In 1900 about six per cent of the total population lived in towns and cities.
Today it’s over sixty per cent, and if we include modern suburbia, about
seventy-five per cent of Europeans live in some type of urban setting.
For the last seven to eight thousand years we have lived in close con-
tact with the land. We have cultivated it and been dependent on it. We
honoured it with our offerings. During those millennia we have formed
a bond that is still latently present in us. Before WWII those who sold
their land were deemed pitiable. When | talk to people who live in the




obdélnikovymi chatkami srubového typu, ke kterym je pFistavovano
prvni patro a rdzné dalsi dopliky. | zde stoji verejné nasténky informu-
jici o odbé&ru vody, odvozu odpadkil a komundlnich besedédch. Médme
zde pocit, Ze jsme doma, ale Ze tu nékdo uklidil.

Podobnou, ale mladsi situaci miZeme pozorovat na Kladng 50. a 60.
let 20. stoleti. Chatova kolonie pod Rozdélovem lezi na dohled od
stejné starych obytnych komplexd. Ve vétsiné ceskych pripadl byly
chaty sice zaklddany s nékolikaletym zpoZzdénim po vystavbé sidli§tg,
ale leZi od néj desitky kilometr{ daleko, takZe nevnimame, ze oboji je
tizce propojeno. DiileZité je, Ze chaty byly horlivé budovany i lidmi ze
»zahradnich mést*, ktefi by si podle predstav architektl méli vystagit
s prirodou mezi rozvolnénymi obytnymi domy. Tento vefejny prostor
zjevné nestacil ani obyvateltim ostravské Poruby. Podobné jako potre-
bujeme mit vlastni knihy a nikoliv si je plj¢ovat v knihovng, potrebuje
vétsina lidi plidu skute¢né vlastnit a pracovat rukama na svém a ne na
vefejném nebo cizim pozemku. Toho si za feudalismu uZila aZ dost.

5. Chatova kolonie jako zvukova krajina

Pomyslime-li na chatovou kolonii, vybavi se specifickd zvukova ku-
lisa: tahlé vyti viudyptitomné cirkularky, volani a smich déti, sekacka
na travu, nékolik smiSenych zvukd riiznych radii, ngkdo zkousi mo-
torku a do toho Sumi stromy a zpivaji ptaci. Sekagky a cirkularky za-
¢inaji brzy rano, dokud je$té nenfi horko. Vecer si lidé neuvédomi, jak
daleko se nese zvuk, a tak nékde Fve televize. Na vzddleném okraji
osady propukd mejdan, ktery je slySet na kilometr daleko. A pak je
s mizernym zvukem tranzistorového radia, coZ je technicky vynalez,
jehoZ masovou popularitu zaloZilo pravé chataFstvi,

country about land, after some hesitation they do talk of their love of
the land. They don’t try to find a more neutral expression. Love of the
land is a deeply rooted human emotion, comprising also relationships
to domestic animals, ancestors, trees, and the weather. People living in
prefab housing estates, whether they recognize it or not, need to own
some piece of land and to touch it.

Love of Nature

The love of nature is characteristically manifested in townspeople. En-
vironmentalist enthusiasts rarely come from the country. Without na-
ture people are incomplete. For the realistically oriented, majority of
the population, love of both land and nature is masked by practical rea-
sons for activites — collecting mushrooms in the woods, growing one’s
own tomatoes in the garden, etc. Such activities are economically very
dubious ventures indeed, but they fulfil us in other ways. Anglers don’t
fish because they are hungry either. People buy land and build cottag-
es so that they have to cultivate the land and be in touch with nature.

Love of Freedom

The first “tramps” wanted to get away from the gendarmes and small-
town society, where they were constantly watched. In the woods they
were free to say and sing whatever they pleased, they could have a
drink and hug each other, though it never went too far. During the war
and shortly after it they tried to get away from gloomy reality. In the
woods they could be themselves and dream their dreams. It is differ-
ent to like somebody in the city and to do so in the woods. Cottages
served as refuges for resistance fighters during the war and later for
dissidents and prohibited writers. There were philosophical seminars,
spiritual exercises, yoga camps.
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K trampskym osaddm patfila hudba. Kazdy Ctvrty, paty tramp hra-
val na kytaru, néktefi na banjo nebo foukaci harmoniku. KaZdy znal
mnoho desitek pisni. Navitévniky z Madarska ¢ Némecka udivovalo,
Ze u nds donedavna fungovalo nékolik set trampskych kapel. Na fes-
tivaly se sjizdély tisice postuchacil. Spekulovalo se o tom, Ze americka
country vychazi z irské lidové balady a Ze tedy obliba trampské hudby
navazuje na keltské kofeny. Zpév a ohei patfil mezi ty Gpiné nejdi-
leZit&j¥i ¢innosti v osad&. Clovék zpival, z hlubin duse se vynoFovaly
emoce, proudily do odi, které se divaly do plamen(, a v nich se vie
procistovalo a spalovalo.

6. Zavér: jiny venkov

Chatové kolonie jsou jinym venkovem, feki bych venkovem méstského
typu. Stoji na jakémsi rozhrani mezi Ferdou Mravencem a Broukem
Pytlikem. Citime zde praci a drby, viceméné& Gsmévnou malost se za-
blesky kreativity a zroveil néco zvlastniho, srozumitelné tajemstvi.
Ceské chaty jsou soucésti jakéhosi vielidového proudu, jehoz chudsi
analogie najdeme na piedmésti Nového Mexika nebo Ankary. Jsou
to svym zplisobem vilové ¢tvrti a zaroveri slumy, ale jenom obcasné.
Jsou &asti architektury bez architektl, panuje zde srozuméni chudych,
zvlastni internacionalismus lidi, co na svych domech pracuji svyma ru-
kama, svobodny humanismus primérnosti. Mohou byt o3klivé nebo
bizarni, ale maji v sobé& né&jaké teplo. A v3ichni tomu rozuméji, Vlastné&
jsou dost pFesnym zrcadlem toho, ¢im jsme.

Escape from the City
We escape from the city because of its polluted air, noise, heat, and
cars and because we need change and to look at the trees.

Substitute for International Travel
We couldn’t travel abroad so we went to our cottages and grew
fond of it.

Different Social Settings
We all know each other here and are on a first name basis.

A Need to Create

My father and his father worked with wood every day of their lives.
| try to keep that tradition alive. Our heritage was recorded not only
in the monasteries’ scriptoria but also by the repetative motions of
woodcutters and peasants. In one Polish story, the Devil asks if peo-
ple still decorate Ester eggs and is crushed to discover that even in
the cosmic age they indeed do. Our culture is rooted in the motions
of potters, peasants and fruit growers. Who knows what would have
become of us without our cottages, where we would practice all those
ancient motions.

4. The City and the Cottage: Two Sides of the Same Coin

It seems that hardly anyone has systematically studied the history of
architecture, development and social setting in cottage colonies. The
planning of these colonies is quite haphazard and there are no big
names related to their architecture. The character of the original coun-
try houses, later turned into holiday homes, is hidden behind a series




