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Please bring blank sheets of paper for your essays
Directions for EssaysSeveral of the essay questions below will appeahe Final

Exam. You will be asked to answer TWO OR THREHEhaim in a longer essay of
several pages. Be sure to address each aspéet gdiestion.

1. Read Samuel P. Huntington’s essay “The Clasliwlizations” (Foreign Affairs.

1993. Vol. 72. pp. 22) and discuss the followinghaassumptions underpin
Huntington’s article? How does the “clash of czations” manifest itself today? And,
how is conflict likely changed in Huntington’s viewMoreover, after the events of 9/11,
Huntington argued that Muslim nations experien¢egnvigorated civilizational

identity” as a result of the Al Qaeda movement dreddeclaration of war by Osama Bin
Laden on the West. The West, Huntington arguesrd@gained, “its sense of common
identity in defending itself.” What are the im@itons for Huntington’s point of view

for US Foreign Policy? Are Huntington’s asserticosrect? What are the challenges to
this view?

2. The United States is no longer the hegemonstatahe end of WWII. However, the
US remains a “premier power” nonetheless. Docurttenprogressive decline of US
power in the economic arena — from its postwar hitedgnd subsequent challenges to that
supremacy. What new challenges have emergedddynited States and how has it
responded? Is US primacy an accurate reflectiatheotUS role in the world today?

How do challenges to the hegemon affect internatioooperation? What are likely
future directions for US Foreign Policy as a resfijour answers to these questions?

3. "The concern most often voiced these days isthieaUnited States is too passive
rather than too aggressive. There may well be mpeople in the world who now fear
American weakness than who worry about Americarematism. Many Americans
themselves welcome their country's diminished fgafh the international stage, and see
greater costs than benefits in continuing to trigganumber one.” Do you agree or
disagree with this statement made by John Lewigd@ad his essay, "On Moral
Equivalency and the Cold Waikthics and International Affairs, Vol. 10, 1996. Gaddis
addresses the use of the atomic bomb in World Warnd deterrence theory during the
Cold War but his thoughts are just as relevanbday’'s world. What are the
implications of Gaddis’ “US First” approach to faye policy today? Are there indeed
such things as ‘good’ and ‘evil’ when viewing USd@n policy? See the URL at
(http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/gaddis.htfor links to the article.




4. The primary focus of the course has been theegahat help shape American foreign
policy. We have, however, discussed institutiomarges (such as representative liberal
democracy and the rise of transnational conflitta) have challenged the traditional
embodiments of US Foreign Policy values as if tieynselves had not changed
dramatically over the years. However, the Uniteat&t has undergone tremendous
changes since 1945. Did the hegemonic status aftited States change either its
institutions or values? In what specific ways? Véheas the left US Foreign Policy as a
result of these specific changes?

5. US Foreign policy is long predicated on thelrigand struggle between isolationism
versus internationalism, sprinkled with elementsxafeptionalism and moralism.

What is isolationism? Why has America has alwaybsd#ng tradition of isolationism?
This tension is found even today within the realnmternational realism - which often
guides US Foreign Policy. Why is there tensiomieein these two traditions? How is
this tension reflected in the US Congress and amangrican public opinion? How
does this tension reflect itself in the tenets ofalism and exceptionalism common to
US Foreign Policy?

6. Why has a shift occurred from Congressionalresidential Preeminence in War
Powers? Describe post-WPR Presidential Behaviow kas this behavior affected our
understanding of crises, governance, & politicablership? How have changes in
Congressional-Presidential relations affected tvelact of USFP?



