?2 Omitted Words es!

Do Not Omit Expletives, Subjects, or Verbs

Are three chapters to read this week has a common second language error.
The writer left out a word, the expletive there. Corrected, the sentence
should read, There are three chapters to read this week.,

English does not allow you to omit expletives, subjects, or verbs.
English does allow you to omit you in commands—that is, when you
is understood: Read the directions with care. 1f your first language al-
lows for these omissions, stay alert! Acceptable omissions in your first

language may not be acceptable in English.

Iw
@ Worry about my life span because I smoke.

3
4 Cultural knowledgetﬂimportant.

% Jorge Lopeg,i?tudied karate, broke a brick with a hand.

An expletive, there or it, may be required in sentences where the sub-
ject follows the verb.

It .
¢ Is easy to make mistakes.
.  there ) )
% Children believe,are scary creatures in the night.

Remenmber, is, are, was, of were cannot begin a clause unless the
clause is a question, such as Are you awake?, or an exclamation, such

as Was I sick!

Exercise 72.1: Omitied Words
Read the following paragraph. Find the missing subjects and verbs
and add them to the text.

Government loans to college students the lowest in ten
years. The president very concerned. Appointed a committee
to investigate falling income. Will not meet until next
Septernber. The president unhappy about the slow start. [s one
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of the Problems the president promised to solve during his
campaign, Are thousands of needy students in the United
States cannot afford a college education. Are unhappy about
this problem. Is little hope. Seems to be an unfair policy.

- Noun Markers esi

Use Moun Markers

Epgli.sh nouns fn?quently have marlers. Noun markers are words in-
dicating a noun is coming (though the noun might not be the next
V\erd). ‘The choménand Read stories is wrong, unless the writer means
all stories, which would not make much sense. C i

. . Corrected, it wi
read, Read the stories. outd

COMMON NOUN MARKERS

ARTICLES a car; the car; an automobile

NUMBERS 12 cats; seven dogs

;g;s&gswr: Van’s stories; China’s goal

gggﬁ;ﬁé%ﬁf my, our, your, his, her, its, their
g}'gé{ggum all, every, any, each, either, neither, few,

many, more, most, this, that, these, those,
much, several, some, whose

Other words may be placed between the marker and the noun.

The shiny new miotorcycle belongs to her.
Twelve white ducks swim in the lake.
Jon’s hopeless whining gets nothing done.
Her demanding schedule is exhausting.

Of all the noun markers, articles {a, an, #he) can be troublesome,

Definite Article: the
Use the before nouns that are specifically identified.

Wear the boots you bought in Santa Fe.
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according to Professor Gary Ruvkun, geneticist at

Harvard University.

In the remainder of the paragraph, determine where articles should
be added or deleted.

Human wastes in water can transmit the cholera, diarrhea,
and salmonellosis. In developing world, where only 34 percent
of population has access to the toilets, life spans can be up to
30 years less than average in the industrialized countries.

?@‘ Verb Combinations es!

Use Correct Verb Combinations

Van have taken three tests, but only two are difficult, has a common
second language error: The writer has not used a correct verb combi-
nation. Corrected, the sentence would read, Van has taken three tests,
but only two were difficult.

Helping Verbs. English sentences often require combinations
of helping verbs and main verbs. Helping verbs appear before main
verbs. Some main verbs will not be complete without helping verbs.

wodl
% The matlﬂarmre soon.

There are twenty-three helping verbs. Nine are called modals; they
work only as helping verbs. The others, which are forms of do, have,
and be, can also work as main verbs,

HELPING VERBS

Three forms of de: do, does, did

Three forms of hiave: have, has, had

All forms of be: be, is, was, were, are, am, been, being

Modals: can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will,
would

After a modal or do, does, did, use a plain verb.
may dance might fly  should bring
do swim does feel did hurt
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¢ My Web page may expands my clientele.
€ Your answer does not convinces me.

4 Did you finished your projects?

After have, tas, lad; use the past participle to form the perfect tense,

have driven has contributed had slept

eaten
€ Those hungry guys must have eat the leftovers.
% Julia has accomplishf%othing this weekend.
ed
% Luis had finish his sculpture just in time.

After the helping verbs is, was, were, are, am, use a present partici-
ple to form ene of the progressive tenses.

is going was swimming were eating
are studying am thinking
g
4 Jason was worked on his car.

Be and been must be preceded by other helping verbs and followed
by a present participle to form one of the progressive tenses.

can or could be
may, might, or must be
shall or should be
will or would be
has, have, or had been
can or could have been
may, might, or must have been
shall or should have been
will or would have been
it
% Rod be leaving soon.

. has
- ® Minh been studying late.

7 After the helping verbs is, was, were, are, am, use a past participle
. to form the passive voice,

is repeated was thrown were submitted
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according to Professor Gary Ruvkun, geneticist at

Harvard University.

In the remainder of the paragraph, determine where articles should
be added or deleted.

Human wastes in water can transmit the cholera, diarrhea,
and salmonellosis. In developing world, where only 34 percent
of population has access to the toilets, life spans can be up to
30 years less than average in the industrialized countries,

?@i&- Verb Combinations es!

Use Correct Verb Combinations

Van have taken three tests, but only two are difficult, has a common
second language error: The writer has not used a correct verb combi-
nation. Corrected, the sentence would read, Van has taken three tests,
but only twe were difficult,

Helping Verbs. English sentences often require combinations
of helping verbs and main verbs. Helping verbs appear before main
verbs. Some main verbs will not be complete without helping verbs,

ol
4 The rna;lﬂarrwe 50011

There are twenty-three helping verbs. Nine are called modals; they
work only as helping verbs. The others, which are forms of do, have,
and be, can also work as main verbs.

HELPING VERBS

Three forms of de: do, does, did

Three forms of hiave: have, has, had

All forms of be: be, is, was, were, are, am, been, being

Modals: can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will,
would

After a modal or do, does, did, use a plain verb.

should bring
did hurt

might fly
does feel

may dance
do swim

482  Verb Combinations

@ My Web page may expand¢ my clientele.
# Your answer does not convinces nie,

# Did you finished your projects?

After have, has, had, use the past participle to form the perfect tense

have driven has contributed had slepe

eaty
¢ Those hungry guys must have ea%g ,tlhe leftovers,
% Tulia has accomplishf‘ximthing this weekend,
. . od
% Luis had finish his sculpture just in time,

After the helping verbs is, was, were, are, am, use present partici-
ple to form one of the progressive tenses.
is going

was swimming
are studying

. were eating
am thinking

"
% Jason was worked on his car.

Be and been must be preceded by other helping verbs and followed
by a present participle to form one of the progressive fenses,

can or could be

nay, night, or must be

shall or should be

will or would be

has, have, or had been

can or could have been

iy, might, or must have been
shall or should have been

will or would have been

will
# Rod be leaving soon.

has
% Minh been studying late.

-t': El\fter the hel}?mg verbs is, was, were, are, am, use a past participle
0 form the passive voice.

38 repeated was thrown were submitted
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many surprising qualities. 3 in the end most critics agreed that the
book was a pleased novel about the struggles of an African American
woman. 6 For many, the movie made from the book was less inter-
ested. 7 Some viewers found the entire movie irritated, criticizing it for
relying on tired feelings. B Other viewers thought that Whoopi Gold-
berg did an amazed job of creating Celie, the ceniral character. ¥ Some
critics congratulated Steven Spielberg, the director, for creating a ful-
filling mavie.

Use g, an, the, and other determiners
appropriately.

(7 CULTURE N
A LANGUAGE S

Determiners are special kinds of adjectives that mark nouns
because they always precede nouns. Some common determiners are
a, an, and the {called articles) and my, their, whose, this, these, those,
one, some, and any.

Native speakers of standard American English can rely on their
intuition when using determiners, but speakers of other languages
and dialects often have difficulty with them. In standard American
English, the use of determiners depends on the context they appear
in and the kind of noun they precede:

33f

w A proper notn names a particular person, place, or thing and
begins with a capital letter: Februarv, Joe Allen, Red River. Most
proper nourns are not preceded by determiners.

= A count noun names something that is countable in English
and can form a plural: girl/girls, apple/apples, child/children. A
singular count noun is always preceded by a determiner; a phuaral
count noun sometimes is.

« A poncouwnt noun names something not usually considered
countable in English, and so it does not form a plural. A non-
count noun is sometimes preceded by a determiner. Here is a
sample of noncount nouns, sorted into groups by meaning:

Abstractions: confidence, democracy, education, equality, evidence, heaith,
information, intelligence, knowledge, luxury, peace, pollution, research,
success, supervision, truth, wealth, work

Food and drink: bread, candy, cereal, flour, meat, milk, salt, water, wine
Emotions: anger, courage, happiness, hate, joy, love, respect, satisfaction
Natural events and substances: air, blood, dirt, gasoline, goid, hair, heat,
ice, oil, oxygen, rain, silver, smoke, weather, wood

Groups: clergy, clothing, equipment, furniture, garbage, jewelry, junk,
legislation, machinery, mail, military, money, police, vocabulary

Fields of study: atchitecture, accounting, biology, business, chemistry, en-
gineering, literature, psychology, science

A, ani, the, and other determiners @3‘{

Sa—

A dicti ; is
e '1ct10nary. of English as a second language will tell you
erx @ TIoun Is a count noun, a noncount noun, or both. (Sée 3
p. 171 for recommended dictionaries.)

Mote Many nouns ar .
3 ns are sometimes count . .
noun
noncount nouns: s and sometimes

“ie b ary |laS a roor Q Eade s. [Room is a 9] t no edanin
o cou u g

The library has room for readi i
o] eading. [Room is a nencount noun meaning

diffeferain:?ar checkers Partly because the same noun may fall inlo
differ nt gr oup;, a gralmmar checker is an unreliable guid:a to miss

g or misused articles and ot} erimi -

ter determiners, For ins
ne e : tertr 5. instance, a
che ];:3; E:aggec%ttgfadomuﬁzd a before Scientist in Scientist developed

ew processes; it did not flag the omit i i

g itted a before new in A scient!

, _ 5 £ ;i ; scientist
ilc[mjfelogeii new process; and it mistakenly flagzed the correctly omit
e . T " . - - 0 ~ v i

article the before Vegetation in Vegetation suffers from drought

m A, an, and the

With singular count nouns

A or .
or an precedes a singular count noun when the reader does

» U
not allead\‘ 1\_[10“’ its IdEIltltV ISLlaHs bECauSe Vou iia\e not mean-

A scientist in our chemistry department developed a process to

strengthen metals. [Scienti ing introd|
e [Scientist and process are being introduced for the

The precedes a sing
d gular count noun that has a specific i i
- cific ider
for the reader, for one of the following reasons: P ity

# You have mentioned the noun before:

ir;:gi?q:-\t ;:;t:lur T(;__]hemistry department developed a process to
netals, The scientist patented the process. [Scienti
process were identified in the preceding senteT'Ee.? - [t and

# You identify the noun immediately before or after you state it:

g:iga:;:sf;nptro[%ct;ve laci!:uoratory is the research center in the chemistry
. [Most preductive identifies laboratory. in the chemi

portment identifies research center. And ] / o ?mrstw .
i st e et panct nd chemistry department is a shared

# The n G i i
oun names something unique-——the only one in existence:

The sun rises in the east. [Sun and east are unique.]
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egory:

h n names an lnStltut‘lon or fac 1“. that 18 Shared
£ T e nou €l 1
u y [ de 5
COME nit’ 0{ Ted T
1) ] a d wome asp'i e to the p ESIdenCy. esfde Cy 152 s
Mal y en men Q h I Py ¥ ] Eti

ey icati e is a
ml-stmu I\l p\lone has changed business communication. [Celt phon
The ce

Shared facility.]

1’13 ]‘S not l]SCd be;ore a sin ar noun thv“ TaIMes a enera] cat-
«f gu < g

. not the nature].
' shows his love of nature [not the natire ateqory.]
\gords"YDSrI:::n’?aoneigd that war is hell. [Wor names a general category.

enera war

p < wal.
The war i I q | T y cu d . W 5 1Tt
e aq left man W n Ed ar names a eCl W

i lural count nouns | e
e recedes a plural noun. The does not pé ede
A that nar | category. The does precede a2 p

. generi
oun that names a e . egory.
plural that names specilic representatives of a categ
oun @

I’al Il
Men and women are diﬁErEnt. ‘ME” and wamen name ge!!e al cate-
gD ES']

The women formed a team. [Wormen refers L0 specific people.]
ew

With noncouni nouns
A or an never precedes a nf)f ( o ives
noncount noun that names speciie rep
egory.
jorr nam
vegetation suffers fror drought. [Vegetall

The vegetation in the park withered or died. [Vege

plants.]

ncount noun. The does precede a
of a general cat-

es a general category.]
tation refers to specific

With proper nouns
A or an never precedes a
precede proper nouns.

proper noun. The generally does not

ia lives in Boulder.
o we generally use the

(the Murphys, the Bostog Celi:'cs;ne:n&
. T eroanizations (the Departhien

- mes of groups and organizatl the Departiers &

Eeg?t}cz ti?enszt'erm Club), ships (the Lu(szlmni/jz;)c,ldolgeg?ﬁst)(Wﬁvers o

o ' ions (the MI , the

in , regions (the d

. and e eAh\j:f)}untriges (the United States, the Nether

instance
There are exceptions. however. For inst )

before plural proper nouns

Mississippi), and som
lards}.

A, an, the, and other determiners

Exercise 33.6 Revising: A, an, and the

in the following paragraph, identify and revise errors in the use of a, an,
and the with count, noncount, and proper nouns. Mark the number pre-
ceding any sentence that is correct as given.

1 A recent court case has moved some Native Americans to ohserve
that a lot of peopie want ta be the Native Americans now that the tribes
have something of the value—namely, gambling casinos. 2 The man
named Stephen Jones claimed to be the Native American in order to
open casino in the New York's Catskills region. 3 However, the docu-
ments Jones provided to support the claim were Questioned by a US
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 4 On death certificate for Jones’s grandfather, the

" W for white had been changed to an | for indian with the ballpoint pen. 5 The
ballpaint pens had not been invented untit after a grandfather’s death.
6 In addition, Jones provided the 1845 census of Indians in New York,
and someone had recently added Jones’s great-grandfather's name to the
list of Indian household heads. 7 Jones, who called himself the Chief

Golden Eagle, pled guilty to filing false documents with Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

m Gther determiners

The uses of English determiners besides articles also depend on
context and kind of noun. The following determiners may be used

as indicated with singular count nouns, plural count nouns, or non-
count nouns.

With any kind of noun (singular count, plural count, nencount)
my, our, your, his, her, its, their, possessive nouns (boy’, bays”)
whose, which(ever), what(ever)
some, any, the other
no

Their account is overdrawn. [Singufar count.]
Their funds are low. [Plural count.]
Their money is running out. [Noncount.)

Only with singular nouns {count and noncount)
this, that

This account has some maney. [Count.]
That information may help. [Noncount.]

Only with noncount nouns and plural count nouns
most, enough, other, such, all, olf of the, a lot of

Mast funds are committed. [Plural count.]
Most money is needed elsewhere. [Noncount.]




Only with singular count nouns
one, every, each, either, neither, another

One car must be sold. [Singular count.]

Only with plural count nouns
these, those
both, many, few, a few, fewer, fewest, several
twa, three, and so forth

Two cars are unnecessary. [Plural count.]

Jote 2t 2an: ot many O not enoug A f(?'.l means
331 h.
t F 17 INeans 1 1Y =

“some” or “a small but sufficient quantity.

Few committee members came ta the meeting.
A few members can keep the committee going.

Da not use much with a plural count noun.

Many [not Much] members want to help.

Only with noncount nouns
much, more, little, a little, less, least, a large omount of

Less luxury is in order. [Noncount.]

Note I 8] any O H()l (H.‘.Ull. A lltile neans
e =
{ L[ ffE means fI']. t man T

“some” or “a small but sufficient quantity.

i i ference.
Little time remains before the can :
The members need a little help from their colleagues.

Do not use Hany with a noncount noun.

Much [not Many] work remains.

Exercise 33.7 Revising: Determiners _—
.- in the following paragraph, identify fmd revise missing o
terminers. Mark the number precedin
given.
1 Much people love
" swimmers, however, are awar$
immi i hers. 3
swimming spot with other:
because of dramatic rise in outbreaks.olf th
" 4 Swallowing even little water.contammg
anyone sick. 5 Chlarine is used in nearly every
sites, but the chlorine takes si :
. & Most health authorities advise

public pools and to drinle as littie of the pool water as possible.

t de-
g any sentence that is correct as

to swim for exercise ar just plain fm:\. 2 };e\fv
of the possible danger of sharing their
hese danger has increased in recent years
e parasite cryptosporidium.
cryptosporidium can make
public pools to kl|lf para-
x or seven days to kil crypto§p0rt.dsun.1.
people to limit their swimming n

i g

Misplaced modifiers

Exercise 33.8 Revising: Adjectives and adverbs

' Revise the following paragraph to correct errors in the use of adjectives
and adverbs.

1 Americans often argue about which professional sport is better:
- basketball, football, or basebail. 2 Basketball fans contend that their
sport offers more action because the players are constant running and
shooting. 3 Because it is played indoors in relative small arenas, basket-
ball allows fans te be more closer to the action than the other sports.
< Football fanatics say they don’t hardly stop yelling once the game
begins. 5 They cheer when their team executes a complicated play
good. & They roar more louder when the defense stops the cpponents
in a goal-line stand. 7 They yell loudest when a fullback crashes in for a
score. B In contrast, the supporters of baseball believe that it is the bet-
ter spart. 2 It combines the ane-on-one duel of pitcher and batter strug-
gling vafiant with the tight teamwork of double and triple ptays. 1% Be-
. cause the game is played slow and carefuf, fans can analyze and discuss
the manager’s strategy.

SN o

e
£ 5 5
S

The arrangement of words in a sentence is an important clue to
their relationships. Modifiers will be unclear if readers can’t con-
nect them to the words they modify,

Grammar checkers A grammar checker cannot recogrize most
problems with madifiers. For instance, a checker failed to flag the mis-
placed modifiers in Gasoline high prices affect tisually car sales or the
dangling modifier in 7he vandalisin was visible passing the building.

b

2 %

34a

A misplaced modifier falls in the wrong place in a sentence. Tt is
usually awkward or confusing, It may even be unintentionally funny,

Clear placement

. Readers tend to link a modifier to the nearest word it could mod-
ify. Any other placement can link the modifier to the wrong word.

Reposition misplaced modifiers.

'WSiI:"nj}/c_ompléb,'cdm_ for rnbf_e .r_e"so_u rees 'an'd'__'exe'r'cis'es_ |
on misplaced and danglifig modifiers.; -1 fi s i
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569

5.70

373

5.72

573

574

signment} {2 proven need}. Some irregular past participles have only this:
adjectival function {a shaven face} {a graven image}, the past-participial
verb having taken a different form {shaved} (engraved}. See also 5.84. -

Articles as Limiting Adjectives

Definition of an article. An article is a limiting adjective that precedes a

noun or noun phrase and determines the noun’s or phrase’s use to indi-
cate something definite (the) or indefinite (@ or an). An article might stand-
alone or be used with other adjectives {a road} {a brick road} {the yellow:
brick road}. When present, it is always the first word in a noun phrase.

Definite article. The definite article points to a definite object that {1} is so.
well understood that it does not need description {e.g., the package is here
is a shortened form of the package that was expected is here); (2) is a thing
that is about to be described {the sights in Chicago}; or (3) is important
fwan the grand prize}. The definite article may precede a singular or 2.
plural noun. Mass nouns may also take the definite article {the evidence}
{the herd}.

Indefinite article. An indefinite article points to nonspecific objects, things,

or persons that are not distinguished from the other members of a class..
The thing may be singular {a student at Princeton}, or uncountable {a_
multitude}, or generalized {an idea inspired by Milton's Pa radise Lost}.

Exceptions. In a few usages, the indefinite article provides a specific ref-
erence {I saw a great movie tast night} and the definite article a generic’
reference {the Scots are talking about independence} (generalizing by
nationality).

Choosing “a” or “an.” With the indefinite article, the choice of @ or an de-.
pends on the sound of the word it precedes. A comes before words witha
consonant sound, including /y/, /b/, and /w/, no matter how the word is
spelled [a eulogy} [a hotel suite} {a Ouachita tribe member]. An comes:
before words with a vowel sound {an LSAT exam room} {an X-Files
episode} {an hour ago}. See also 5.202, 7.46, 15.9. :

Articles with coordinate nouns. With a series of coordinate nouns, an article
should appear before each noun {the rosebush and the hedge need trir:
ming} {a letter and a magazine came in the mail today}. If the things
named make up a single idea, the article need notbe repeated {in the higl’ll—:.
est degree of dressage, the horse and rider appear to be one entity}. And i
the named things are covered by one piural noun, the definite article i

166

- should not be repeated with each modifier {in the first and second years
. of college}.

Effect on meaning. Because articles have a demonstrative value, the mean-
ing of a phrase may shift depending on the article used. For example, an
officer and gentleman escorted Princess Plum to her car suggests (though am-
biguously) that the escort was one man with two descriptive characteris-
tics. But an officer and a friend escorted Princess Plum to her car suggests that
two people acted as escorts. Similarly, Do you like the red and blue cloth?
suggests that the cloth contains both red and blue threads. But Do you like
the red and the blue cloth? suggests that two different fabrics are being dis-
cussed. If ambiguity is likely in a given context, the clearest way to express
the idea that the cloth contains both red and blue is to hyphenate the
phrase as a compound modifier: red-and-blue cloth; and with two kinds of
cloth, the clear expression is either to repeat the word cloth (the red clotl
and the blue cloth) or to use cloth with the first adjective rather than the sec-
ond (the red cloth and the blue).

Zero article. Some usages call for a zero article, an article implicitly pres-
ent, usually before a mass or plural noun {although both new and washed
bottles are stacked nearby, cider is poured into new bottles only} (the is im-
plicit before new bottles).

Omitted article. The absence of an article may alter a sentence’s meaning—
for example, the meaning of the news brought us little comfort (we weren't
comforted) changes if @ is inserted before little: the news brought us a listle
comfort (we felt somewhat comforted).

Article as pronoun substitute. An article may sometimes substitute for a pro-
noun. For example, the blanks in a patient who develops the described rash
an hands should inform doctor may be filled in with the pronoun
phrase his or her or the article the. See also 5.204.

Dazes as Adjectives

Use and punctuation. Dates are often used as descriptive adjectives, more
so today than in years past. If a month-and-year or menth-and-day date is
used as an adjective, no hyphen or comma is needed {October 31 festivi-
ties} { December 2003 financial statement}. If a full month-day-year date
is used, then a comma is considered necessary both before and after the
year {the May 18, 2002, commencemenlt ceremonies}. But this construc-
tion seems awkward because the adjective (which is forward-looking)
contains two commas (which are backward-looking); the construction is
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