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Paraphrasing may actually increase your comprehensign of sou.rce material; rg;
casting a passage requires you to think carefully ab(?ut its meanmgd—more care:
fully, perhaps, than you might if you merely copied it word-for-word.

5.3.3 Avoiding Plagiarism

Paraphrases require the same sort of documer}tati()'n that direct fqu?teg ciii(). Th
words of a paraphrase may be yours, but the idea is s_omeone else 3 at hureb -t;;)' :
give that person credit, in the form of references wnthlq the text and in g i
liography, may make you vulnerable to a charge of plaglansm.d? Bosle At
What kind of paraphrased material must be acknowledge .f a ma ria
that you find in several sources need not be ackr.nowiedge.d byha 1:% erer;;:m. szae |
ample, it is unnecessary to cite a source for the.lnformatlon i la dréltn hin 30 _
Roosevelt was elected to a fourth term as President of the United Sta (;;S ! ortl
hefore his death, because this is a commonly known fact.}l—ioyve\:'rer, frofess(tz.
Smith’s opinion, published in a recent article, that Roosevelt’s Wlsnn?}%'or;g:: :
term hastened his death is not a fact, but a theory l?aseq (?n ‘ml S . o
and defended by her. If you wish to make use of Sml‘.ch s opinion mda 1laafrap Ofﬁf’-
you need to give her credit for it, as you shc.)uld the ]udgment?1 anf ctag?zr ! e?:
other source. Any information that is not widely knowr?, \.}rhet er gc Ltl Lo pnd;
to dispute, should be documented. This includes s_tatkstlcs, graphs, a ,a_:
charts taken from a source other than your own primary resea_r;i1 . ©ivin t}__la
Plagiarism is the using of someone else’s u‘rords or ideas wit t())u gl};l gWhO_
person credit. Although some plagiarism is dehbera’Fe, p{oduced y xl']mfe::s. un-.
understand that they are guilty of a kind of academic thievery, much o fl 115; o
conscious, committed by writers who are not aw.?lre of the varletlesptl)a Ii)ar?s m
rism or who are careless in recording their borrowings from sources. Flagiarism

includes the following:

8 Quoting directly without acknowledging the source
i i ing the source .
® Paraphrasing without acknowledging o
B Constructing a paraphrase that closely resembles the original in language and.
syntax

One way to guard against plagiarism is to keep carefuldre;:lords in ﬁg:;
terial directly and when you have

tes of when you have quoted source ma ‘
IIlzraphr;;1sed—ma.king sure that the wording of the paraphrase is yours. Mi{i
sure that all direct quotes in your final draft are properly set off from your ¢ |
prose, either with quotation marks or in indented blocks.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Where we get our information is extremely important. The ability to locate valid
and reliable information efficiently is vitally important when you are writing pa-
pers in sociology. For most papers written in college, the library is the place to
find most—if not all—of the information needed. Mastering effective information
gathering will help you to be more productive in your research and writing, Fur-
ther, effective library research skills enable you to practice lifelong learning using
information sources available at most libraries.

This chapter highlights methods of information retrieval for major sources
in sociology. To give a specific example, let’s assume you have been assigned a
paper or want information on the traditional American family. With the materi-
als introduced in this chapter, you should be able to find a concise definition of
“traditional family,” lists of articles and books written about the topic, theories
about its impact upon American society, reviews of books to provide a balanced
coverage, and government and other statistical sources that help document his-
torical change of the American family—while associating it with a variety of vari-
ables, such as age, geographic region, race, and socioeconomic status.

In some cases, someone in a public agency or private organization has prob-
ably already conducted significant research on your topic. If you can find the
right person, you may be able to secure much more information in much less
time than you can by looking in the local library by yourself,

Did you know, for example, that the members of the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives constantly use the services of the Congressional Research
Service (CRS), and that, upon request to your congressperson or senafor, mate-
rials from the CRS may be sent to you on the topic of your choice? Further, every
agency of government on the local, state, and national levels employs people
who are responsible primarily for the purpose of gathering information that is
needed to help their managers make decisions. Much of the research that is done
by these employees is available upon request.
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6.1

GUIDES TO SOCIOLOGICAL LITERATURE

Parr I ConpucTinG RESEARCH IN SOcioLog

This chapter is divided into sections, each describing a type. of reference’
tool. The sections are arranged so that you can become familiar with the natur
and uses of general reference works first, and then with the naturfa and usesy
specialized studies. Bibliographic examples were selected ac.cordmg tq the .fo
lowing criteria: All are available in English, most are available in college librarie
and all are examples of sources potentially useful to sociology student§. Publi:
cations that may seem unusually dated often represent the inaugural issue of
the decument or publication being described.

Guides to the literature are books or articles that identify sources that enat?_le
students to search for information on individual topics. Some guides fo;ug ex:
clusively on the two principal categories of reference works: finding aids, such
as bibliographies and periodical indexes; and content reference worlfs, such as:
handbooks, yearbooks, subject dictionaries, and subject encyclopedias.

6.1.1 General Guides

Some guides include discussions of various types of research materials, such-as:
government publications, while others include lists of importan? book—length'_
studies on topics in a subject field. Students can identify sociologlc.al reference
publications by consulting a guide that covers a wide spectrum of fields relat_ed__
to their areas of interest. There are several general guides that can be of great ben:
efit. The following is an example of such guidebooks:

Fargis, Paul, ed. 2002. The New York Public Library Desk Reference. 4th ed. Nex«.v

York: Hungry Minds, Inc. This reference book includes ccu:nmonly needed materi-
al on a vast range of topics—some of interest to social science students, such as -
the addresses of national, state, county, and city government consumer protec-
tion agencies; forms of addressing government and military personnel; }Jngf ac-
counts of events in world history; and descriptions of international organizations. .
There is an index.

6.1.2 Specialized Guides

For most academic disciplines, there are specialized guides to the literatur
Given an unfamiliar topic in sociology or a related field, a student can consult.
guide that focuses on sociology or the social sciences for titles of content refer-
ence works containing information on the topic. The following is an example:

Aby, Stephen H., James Nalen and Lori Fielding. 2005. Sociglogy: A Quide to Ref- _
erence and Information Sources. 3d ed. Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited. ParE of -
the Reference Sources in the Social Sciences Series (No. 1), this excelier}t gplqe :
is divided into three sections: (1) works of use to all social sciences; (2) individ- _
ual social science resources of use to sociologists; and (3) sociologica-l sources, .
including general works and a section on resources especially useful in twenty-
two subdivisions of sociology.
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Sometimes there are guides that reference all available information on a
given subject or constellation of subjects, The following is an example of such
a guidehook:

Selth, Jefferson P. 1985, Alternative Lifestyles: A Guide to Research Collections on
Intentional Communities, Nudism, and Sexual Freedom. Westport, CT: Greenwood
Publishing Group. This book describes thirty research collections on intention-
al communities, nudism, and sexual freedom in the United States, that total
120,000 volumes, 15,000 periodicals, 125,000 audiovisual items, over 3 million
photographs, and many ephemeral materials.

6.1.3 Handbooks

Ahandbook is a compact fact book designed for quick reference. It usually deals
with one broad subject area, and emphasizes generally accepted data rather than
recent findings. In the latter respect, handbooks differ from yearbooks, although
these reference tools overlap in the way they are used and the information they
include, Two types of handbooks useful to sociologists are: (1) statistical hand-
books, that provide data about a number of demographic and social character-
istics; and (2) subject handbooks, that offer a compreherisive summary of
research findings and theoretical propositions for broad substantive areas in a
discipline.

Statistical handbooks. Containing data gathered from numerous sources,
statistical handbooks provide students with information necessary for the de-
scription and analysis of social trends and phenomena. Among the many statis-
tical handbooks useful to sociologists are the following:

U.S. Bureau of the Census. Annual. County and City Data Book. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office. This handbook contains statistics on population,
housing, income, education, and employment for counties, standard metropoli-
tan statistical areas, cities, urbanized areas, and unincorporated places. Since
there is no subject index, the only subject access to the tables is through the
“Outline of Tabular Subject Content” located in the front of the volume. This
handbook is published irregularly.

U.S. Bureau of the Census. 1971. Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial
Times to 1970. 2 vols. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office. This two-
volume work contains statistics on a wide spectrum of social and economic de-
velopments from the colonial period to 1970. The tables are accompanied by
explanatory notes and references to additional sources of statistical information.
To use this work effectively, you may turn to the table of contents, which provides
a broad subject access; the subject index, which offers a more narrow topical
approach to the data; or the time period index, which provides access to statis-
tics on major topics for individual decades.

Gutierrez, Lynda, Andrea Yurasits, Angela Hurdle, and Michele Franklin, eds.
1999. Demographics USA: County Addition. New York: Trade Dimensions. The in-
formation in this guide is organized within a geographic hierarchy by region,
state, metropolitan area, and county. Summaries are provided for each geo-
graphic area. You will find information dealing with the area’s total population,
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cal handbooks on the Internet.
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its percentage of the U.S. total, and listings hy age, sex, number of households,

number of persons in household, and so on.

By following the guidelines in Chapter 7. students can access many statisti

Subject handbooks in sociology providef a sun.lfrilza;y an
a synthesis of concepts, research, and theoretical gpgroaches 9 1;.5223;‘.(!) ' anﬁlza
ithin the discipline—such as formal orgam?atlons, socia ! h, and s
af.eas Wlth] 1 Students who want a brief overview of weH-'estab ishe mﬁ;
" 'psycr:u? gg;planation of major concepts in one substantlve.area—sugl_.}
$§§1110e?1’2 studies—will find that the foliowing subject handbook is a convenien

source.

Subject handbooks.

Kavenik, eds. 2000. Handbook of American---
ublications. This book is the reftuitf fc'f m-at-._
's hi ‘s studies colleagues. It ollers in-
i women’s history and womens s .
z\;(;rdlﬂgtgoi;n aor?dg fundamental information necessary fora ger;leral ar;(ée;sg:&cgﬁg
of the field. It was designed to assist poth students and teachers -

i i ials.
research basic information regarding sources and materia

- Howard, Angela M. and Frances M.
Women’s History. New York: Sage P

Other subject handbooks available to sociology students can be accessegL

on the Internet by following the guidelines in Chapter 7.

6.1.4 Yearbooks

Although in many cases they contain a good dea

develo
ks are fact books that focus on the ' ; .
ﬁiﬁbﬁgnie handbooks, they emphasize current information. Like handbooks

there are two types of yearbooks most useful for sociology §tudegt§: 313) s;:h;
tice;l yearbooks, which provide the most recent d.ata on .somal an : teheofy a;; :
ic characteristics; and (2) subject yearbooks, which review curren ;

research.

You can turn to the most recent yearbolt).k for .ﬂ(;e.la
such as population composition, fertility, an ec
so use back issues to collect data for previous tim
here no handbook presents data for
the general statistical yearbooks

Statistical yearbooks.
est data available on topics
nomic activity, and you can al '
periods. This is especially tl'l:le in cases w
specific geographical or topical area. A:por?g
often used by sociologists are the following:

New York: United Nations/Statisticgl Office.. In tk&s—
d by the Statistical Office of the Ul}lted Nattlorést,ion _
orce, agriculture, production,.mmmg ;onsl :r?come’

nsurption, transportation, external trade, wages and prices, n?‘tlcz:l;z‘i} ince teni
fin P | statistics, education, and culture. Normally, Eaach series ersates
fmance,tsocw;r span Tﬁe table of contents is the only sgb]_ect access tod tEis 1_gh
tS?)_lth:(?;; 3:g::ecited. Téxtual material, including indexes, is in French and kEnglish.

Statistical Yearbook. Annual.
annual publication, prepare
bles cover population, worki

CHAPTER 6 SOURCES OF INFORMATION 115

Statistical Yearbook. Annual. Paris; UNESCO. The statistical charts in this annual
publication are printed in three languages, and cover aspects of education, sci-
ence, and culture in 200 member nations of UNESCO. The data are generated
from questionnaires given to a wide varlety of respondents. There is no index.

Government Finance Statistics Yearbook. Annual. Washington, D.C.: International
Monetary Fund. This annual reference volume publishes tables that document
revenues and spending by governments around the world, There is no index.

Vital Statistics of the United States. Annual, 2 Vols. Hyattville, MD: 1.8, Department
of Health and Human Services. This yearly series is published annually. Volume
1 presents the year’s birth statistics at the national and local levels, and Volume
2 covers death statistics.

Stanley, Harold W, and Richard G. Niemi, eds. 2000. Vital Statistics on American Pol-
itics, 1999-2000. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, The charts and tables
in this guide cover a wide range of topics related to American politics, including
the media (newspaper endorsements of presidential candidates from 1932 to
1388 are graphed), interest groups, and the geographical and ethnic composi-
tion of political bodies. An index is inciuded.

Statistical yearbooks focusing on a special subject are often useful to soci-
ologists interested in specific problems. Two yearbooks focusing on specific sub-
jects are the following:

Demographic Yearbook, Annual. New York: United Nations/Statistical Office. This
annual contains demographic statistics for over two hundred separate geographic
areas. Population and vital statistics appear in each annual volume, but the sub-
ject matter of the other statistical compilations varies from year to year. Each vol-
ume includes an introduction that defines terms and describes the tables. The
table of contents lists tables by broad categories. A cumulative index in each
volume identifies the annual volumes in which statistics on individual topics are
to be found and indicates the time span of the statistics in individual volumes.

U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation. Annual. Uniform Crime Reports for the United
States. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office. This annual report contains
statistics on crimes, offenders, and law enforcement personnel. Tables include sta-
tistics by type of offenses, geographical divisions, age groups, trends, and police
employment. The table of contents provides the only subject access to the tables.

Subject yearbooks. The subject yearbook (also known as the annual review)
is particularly useful because it contains articles that give a brief overview of re-
cent major developments in the field. These articles, based on the latest pub-
lished research, allow a student beginning a research project to define and clarify
the subject matter. The hibliographies appended to the articles can provide use-
ful leads for further reading. The subject yearbook for sociology is the following:

Annual Review of Sociology. Annual. Palo Alto, CA: Annual Reviews, New devel-
opments in the field of sociology are discussed in approximately sixteen essays
covering ten broad subject areas in this annual. Areas covered include formal
organizations, social processes, urban sociology, and institutions. The essays
average twenty-five to thirty pages in length and include extensive bibliogra-
phies. Each volume, beginning with the second, contains cumulative indexes that
list essays by author and broad subject area.




116

" refers to something common or “normal.” In sociology, however, norm refers't:
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6.1.5 Subject Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

Subject dictionaries. The primary purpose of a dictionary i.s to supply m_eal:}
ings and give accurate spellings of words. The words that are lrllcluded, ar}_d th
exhaustiveness of their definitions, depend on the type of dictionary. This di?
cussion focuses on subject dictionaries. .

Virtually all academic disciplines have their own specialized language. Th
function of a subject dictionary is to explain briefly the W(?rds—whether term_
or names—that make up a particular subject’s specialized jargqn. Such a sour¢
lists terms unfamiliar in common usage, as well as rather ordinary terms th,
have taken on specialized and technical meanings within the context of a sub}ec
discipline, T

Sociology is a broad field encompassing every aspect of human SO(Z.la{ b
havior. Many concepts or terms that have a common usage take on a specialize,
meaning in sociology. The term norm is an example. In common usage the wor,
the rules or sets of expectations that guide social behavior.

In addition to defining concepts, subject dictionaries are also usefu.l f.o.r |
cating brief descriptions of methodological techniques or tests' and defmnt;on
of major theories. When students are unsure of the exa:ct meamng of a cond
or theory, or of the function of a specific methodological technique, they ca
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The essays in subject encyclopedias are often written by recognized schol-
ars. They include bibliographies listing major topical studies and cross-refer-
ences listing other essays that may contain useful additional information. You
can use a subject encyclopedia in several ways—as an introduction to a topic, as
a means of viewing a topic in a wider context, or as the starting point for re-
search. You may find an essay on the topic helpfui for clarification and defini-
tion of your research project, and the bibliography can provide valuable leads for
further reading. The following three subject encyclopedias are especially useful
to sociology majors:

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences. 1968. 17 vols, New York: Macmil-
lan. This seventeenvolume set contains articles covering the subject matter of
the following fields, as well as some of the most important contributors in their
development: anthropology, economtics, geography, history, law, political sci-
ence, psychiatry, psychology, sociology, and statistics. The treatment of indi-
vidual topics is often divided into more than one essay, each approaching the
topic from the perspective of a different social science., Although the encyclo-
pedia ts arranged alphabetically by subject, the articles are lengthy and cover
broad areas. To find a specific topic, you should consult the index in the last voi-
ume. There is also a useful Classification of Articles section in the last volume.
The essays themselves are carefully cross-referenced, and the bibliographies ac-

companying the articles—some of which are extensive, although dated—remain
useful.

consult a sociology dictionary or a broader dictionary of the s.:(.)ciaJ scienlceg Th
following are examples, some of which are designed for specific areas within th
discipline of sociology.

Abel, E. L. 1984. A Dictionary of Drug Abuse Terms and Terminology. Westport,
CT: Greenwood.

Cockerham, William C. and Ferris J. Ritchey. 1997. Dictionary of Medical Sociolo-
gy New York:Greenwood.

Harris, D. K. 1988. Dictionary of Gerontology. New York: Greenwood.

Johnson, Allan G, 2000. The Blackwell Dictionary of Sogio[ogy: A User’s Guide .tq
Sociological Language. 2d ed. New York: Blackwell Publishers.

Marshall, Gordon. 1998, A Dictionary of Sociology. New York: Oxford University.
Press, e
Mills, J. 1992. Womanwords: A Dictionary of Words about Women. New York: Free
Press.

Richter, A. 1993. Dictionary of Sexual Slang. New York: Wiley.

Rothenberg. R. 1997. Race, Class, Gender: A Dictionary. New York: 5t. Martin’s
Press.

Encyclopedias. While dictionaries contain brief definitions of terms, enc
clopedias include summary essays about individual tqplcs. Th'ere.are two ’iype
of encyclopedias: general encyclopedias, which are w1d§-rang1ng in t().plc.a‘ 30
erage, and subject encyclopedias, which focus on toglcs .w1th1rf an indivi u
subject discipline or a group of related disciplines. This discussion focuses 0
subject encyclopedias.

Tierney, H., ed. 1989-1991. Womens Studies Encyclopedia.: Views from the Inside.
3 vols. New York: Greenwood. This is an excellent resource for students inter-
ested in this area. The major focus of this three-volume work is on the American
experience. There is no single feminist perspective informing the entries. Con-
tributors had the widest possible latitude in developing their articles.

Borgatta, E. F. and M. L. Borgatta, eds. 1992, Lncyclopedia of Socivlogy. 4 vols.
New York: Macmillan. This four-volume set is a comprehensive general sociolo-
gy encyclopedia intended for a broad audience. It contains 370 lengthy articles

written by 339 sociologists, each two to eighteen pages in length, which con-
clude with bibliographies.

Among others, the Encyclopedia of Philosophy, the Encyclopedia of Psycholo-
gy, and the Encyclopedia of Religion can also be very helpful referencing tools for

sociology students. The following is a short list of encyclopedias covering spe-
cific areas within sociology:

Clark, Robin E., Judith F. Clark, Christine A. Adamec and Richard C. Gelles, eds.
2001. The Encyclopedia of Child Abuse. 2d. ed. New York: Facts on File.

DiCanio, M. 1993. The Encyclopedia of Violence: Origins, Attitudes, Consequences.
New York: Facts on File.

Kaplan, Jeffery. 2000. Encyclopedia of White Power: A Sourcebook on the Radical
Racist Right. New York: AltaMira Press.

Lerner, Richard M. and Jacqueline Lerner, eds. 2001. Adolescence in America: An
Encyclopedia. New York: ABL-CLIO, Inc.

Maddox, George L., ed. 2001. The Encyclopedia of Aging: A Comprehensive Re-
source in Gerontology and Geriatrics. New York: Springer.
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" demic areas. The most useful databases for sociology are stored in Sociofit
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6.1.6 Indexes and Abstracts

Indexes contain lists of citations of articles prix}ted ip j'oumals,.malgazu}gs}_”
other periodicals. The standard citation for artlcie's in indexes mé: ude.s th‘?_ _
thor’s name, the date of the issue in which the article appears, the article tlt}
the name of the journal, the volume and/or issue number, and page number
Abstracts contain short summaries of articles 01_' books. Indexes and a!astrag_
are important because the articles in scholarly journals oftenl updci:ite mform
tion found in books, or in some cases constitute the only publishe treatments

of certain topics.

] iali i d abstracts list articles

On-line database systems. Specialized indexes an rticle
published in scholarly journals by subject and author. Most are now retrievable
through computer on-line database systems located in the lll?rar)r: These (|
ROM networks index thousands of professional and popular articles in most ac

which indexes over 1,900 international journals in sociology and related fields th- ;
are stored in two print indexes titled Sociological Abstracts (.1974—-pn?sent) and
Social Sciences Index (1983-present). Social Sciences Index 1{1dexes }ourpal§ m
most of the social sciences, including anthropology, area studies, economics; en-
i i litical science.
vironmental science, geography, law, and po .
Other databases that offer potential sources for your sociology studies are -

the following:

ERIC, an education database (1966-present) consisting .Of the Re_spur(;es in Elduf .
catio,n file and the Current Index to Journals in Educat_zon f1||e, compiling journal ar-
ticle citations with abstracts from over 750 professional journals.

] — hat compiles summaries for
Psyclit, a psychology database (1974 pre_sept)t :
1ig§aturepinypsychology and related disciplines anq corr(:zsponds jco Psycf;o
logical Abstracts, which indexes about 1,300 professional journals in twenty-

seven languages.

Readers’ Guide to Periodical Lilerature, a popular and genera'l interf:st dgtabaas::___
(1983-present) that provides citations from more than 900 journals and maga-

zines in the popular press.

i fodi t periodicals database
ted States Government Periodical Index, a governmen
EJI\III:)vember 1994—present) that indexes approximately 180 U.S. gove_rnment
sources covering a wide variety of subjects. The reference departme:}lic SlélA néa(i:rg .
libraries also allows you to access over forty other databases on FIRS .

Discipline indexes. Discipline indexes identify .artic!es in jourx}llalstgz ntl;
discipline or group of related disciplines (such as s.0c1a1 scnenc?s) iatber than
the topic, while other indexes identify journal artlclgs a.lcc.ord'mg 0 hrct). dexié __
cal areas without a discipline focus. An example of a discipline md.ex t al in e :
by subiject articles in social science, economics, and anthropology journals as
as those in sociology is the following:

Social Sciences Index. Annual. New York: H. W. Wilson.. A quarterly public‘?til(;r; :
with annual cumulations, this index organizes—by subject and author—artic
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in over 260 journals in anthropology, sociology, law, and criminology. A helpful
feature is the separate Book Reviews index at the back of each issue,

Topical indexes. An important topic often becomes the focus of an index,
which is generated to make all articles relevant to that topic available to re-
searchers, regardless of field or discipline. Examples of topical indexes frequently
used by sociologists are the following:

Population Index. Annual. Princeton, NJ: Office of Population Research, Princeton
University, and Population Assoclation of America. This quarterly indexes books,
journals, and government publications. The annotated entries are arranged by
broad subjects—such as mortality, internal migration, and spatial distribution.
Each issue also contains several articles on topics of current interest, Geo-
graphical, author, and statistical indexes cumulate annually.

Statistical Reference Index Annual Abstracts. Annual. Bethesda, MD: Congression-
al Information Service. This annual volume is a guide to American statistical pub-
lications produced by private organizations and state governments. Contents
are organized by the type of organization publishing the reports, each of which
is briefly described. An accompanying volume includes four indexes: subject and
name, category, issuing sources, and title,

Other topical indexes of interest to soclology students are the following:

Gallup, George and George Gallup, Jr. 1999, The Gallup Poll Camulative Index: Pub-
lic Opinion, 1935-1997, New York: Scholarly Resources, Inc.

Inventory of Marriage and Family Literature. 1994. vol. 19, St. Paul, MN: National
Council on Family Relations.

Kaiser Index to Black Resources, 1945-1986. 1992, Brooklyn, NY: Carlson.
Sanders-May, Susan. 1966, Family Violence: Index of New Information and Bibli-
ography. Washington, D.C.: Abbe Publications Association,

Women's Studies Index, 1999. 2000. Detroit, MI: Gale Group.

Citation indexes. A third type of index, the citation index, lists articles that
have referred to previous research by a particular author. When a researcher
knows of one article—or author of articles—on a particular topic, newer, relat-
ed materials can be found by locating articles that cite the original work or au-
thor. Thus you can find articles without depending on any subject classification
system. This type of index is useful for determining the quality of a specific key
research paper, or for tracing the developments in theory and methods that were
stimulated by this key paper. A student can determine the number of times akey
article has been used, as well as the names of the sociologists who have cited it.
A citation index useful to sociologists follows:

Social Sciences Citation Index. Annual. Philadelphia, PA: Institute for Scientific In-
formation. This service enables the user to identify recent articles that refer to
earlier works. Each issue is divided into three parts. The Citation Index, arranged
alphabetically by cited author, lists articles in which a particular work was cited.
The Source Index lists alphabetically the authars who are citing the original work
and gives bibliographic information for each article that cites the original work,
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each article and include a brief summary of its con’gents. Abs’fracttg E)iaa?iear-d
searchers to determine whether an article is useful without having nd
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The Permaterm Subject Index lists articles by all the significantaleiords in the ti- -
Hles. The index is issued three times a year and cumulates annually.

General absiracts. Like indexes, abstracts provide a complete citation for

read it. This can be important when students are workinlg ina ltibrary V:;éha?t?é?:g

iodi i d on interlibrary loans to acqu ;
riodicat collection and must depen ' : ‘ arti

gegeneral abstract covering topics in the field of sociology is the following:

Sociological Absiracts. Annual. New York: Sociglogical Ab§t;acts. ;hisesa(;u\l;\zet: rﬁ;
dexes and summarizes over 6,000 books and ]ourna! elarél_;:f :rseﬁfiatign a{nd thin
j i tion, social di , )
bject areas—such as group interaction, : .
Elri?s?(itsul(lii]es—-abstracts are arranged alphabetl‘caily by auth};;. T:besltagtc}(s;ugu?’f; _
each year contains cumulative author and subject indexes. The ur-

rently issued five times a year.

: i i Crime .
Criminal Justice Abstracts. Annual. Hac}-qensackl NI: N?]Bni‘lncng?g} E‘Irlerature :
nd Delinquency. This quarterly (entitled _Cnme and Deling Y drature
frcihrough 1976) abstracts books and journals in the area of cEme sgrrectmg en-
cy. Abstracts are arranged under broad_ sub.]ect aufe:asl;1 suc 62?50 rrection and
law enforcement. There is a detailed subject index. Eac 1s.sgms o thalt.
view of current developments in one area, such as aid to vic ,

and delinquency prevention.

Examples of other specialized abstracts within the broader discipline of s
ciology include the following:

Abstracts in Social Geronfology. Annual. Newbury Park, CA.: Sage. - o
Child Developrent Absiracts and Bibliography. Annual, Chicago, IL: University o i
Chicago Press. '

Sage Family Studies Absiracis. Annual. Beverly Hl-HS, CA: Sage.
Sage Race Relations Abstracts, Annual. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.
Women's Studies Abstracts. Annual. New York: Rush.

6.1.7 Bibliographies N 'd;:.&A
Bibliographies constitute a particularly important categ.ors‘z l())f fﬁdlnegriidiéal
individual bibliography might list any or all of thz lf_ol}lloglgg.c ucr»rtl)ent,sp .
iodi i blished documents, unpublished do nts, '
D strinta. O i ibli hies as finding aids for articl
ished manuscripts. Our focus is on bibliograp aid 0
ZIslzefor hooks other than reference books. Whenever yog us‘e a l'm:jh?(géfzgztra
does not list journal articles, you must also consulta pt_anodlcal inde Lrd
in order to compile a thorough reading list on the topic.
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Some bibliographies provide only citations for the hooks and articles they list;
others provide annotations as well. Standard bibliographic citation form for jour-
nal articles includes author, title, journal name, volume and sometimes number,
and date of publication. Usually, the information is sufficiently complete to locate
the item. Annotated bibliographies provide more information, helping you de-
cide if an individual title might be useful. An annotation is a brief summary of
the article or book’s content along with a comment on its quality.

Bibliographies come in two formats: Some are short and are appended to ar-
ticles or books, and others are book length.

Appended bibliographies. Appended bibliographies identify titles that are ej-
ther cited in the article or book or are relevant to the topic being discussed. You
can use a bibliography appended to a reliable book or article as a guide to your

readings on the topic. To identify appended bibliographies on a particular topic,
you may consuit the following:

Bibliographic Index. Annual. New York: H. W, Wilson. Published in April and Au-
gust and in a cumulated annual velume in December, this work lists, by subject,
bibliographies with fifty or more entries that are published separately or as parts
of books or pericdicals in English and West European languages. Citations spec-
ify whether the bibliographies are annotated. Each volume begins with a prefa-
tory note that briefly explains the forms used in the entries.

Book-length bibliographies. Bibliographic indexes also identify book-length
bibliographies. Their scope is ordinarily wider than that of appended bibliogra-
phies. Some book-length bibliographies are published only once and are retro-
spective in nature. Here is an example of this type:

Aldous, Joan. Infernational Bibliography of Research in Marriage and the Family,
1900-1964. 1967, St. Paul, MN: Family Social Science, University of Minnesota.

Others are published periodically, sometimes annually, and are called cur-
rent bibliographies. Fach new edition lists titles that have appeared since the pre-
vious edition. However, most current bibliographies have a one- to two-year lag
time between the publication of a book and its citation.

Some useful current bibliographies cover a particular academic discipline,
such as sociology, or a group of related disciplines, such as social sciences. Gen-

erally, the coverage includes articles as well as books, and the scope is interna-
tional. The following is an example:

International Bibliography of Sociology. Annual. London, UK: Tavistock. One of a
set entitted International Bibliography of the Social Sciences, this volume attempts
to provide comprehensive coverage of scholarly publications in the field, re-
gardless of country of origin, language, or type. Three to five thousand citations
are arranged in a detailed classification scheme, with author and subject index-
es providing complete access. Citations are not annotated, All information is

given in French and English. Although the volume s published each year, there
Is a one- to two-year lag time.
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National libraries, such as the British Library or .the Library of angre‘?‘

have copies of most of the important books on all s.ub]ects that are ava:lalla!“e”l

that country. Therefore, the subject catalog of the Library of Congress, z:}\lfaliam

in most U.S. college and university libraries, can be used as a reasonably com
prehensive current bibliography on most topics:

to Periodical Literature in printed format on the library shelf, going back for sev-
eral decades, or on the CD-ROM Database Network going back to 1983.

In addition to broadening a student’s knowledge and outlook, general peri-
odicals can also serve a legitimate research function for sociclogists. Many gen-
eral periodicals include regular features on important social problems (such as

6.2 GENERAL PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS

U.S. Library of Congress. Annual. Subject Catalog: A Cumulative [:is{ of Workfs gep-
resented by Library of Congress Printed Cards. Washmg‘;otr}, D.%iti.gsgasgzc% 19%8-

. Published in quarterly, yearly, and five-year cumulative e ,
%gzsgubject Catalog lists books cataloged by the Library of Qongress and other
major libraries in the United States. Each edition offers_the single most compre-.
hensive hibliography of works on every subject (e_xc!udmg x_»vorks of ficjclczlrl'), and
from all parts of the world, that have become available during the period it cov-
ers. Subject headings are cross-referenced.

. The following bibliographies contain materials with potential use for stu-
dents of sociology:

Aday, R. H. 1988, Crime and the Elderly: An Annotated Bibliography. New York:
Greenwood. o L
De Young, Mary. 1987. Child Molestation: An Annotated Bibliography. Jefferson,
NC: McFarland. o -
Engeldinger, E. A. 1986. Spouse Abuse: An Annotated Bibliography of Violence be- -
tween Mates. Metuchen, NI: Scarecrow. N

Ghorayshi, P. 1990. The Sociology of Work: A Critical Annotated Bibliography. New
York: Garland. . o
Kinlock, G. C. 1987. Social Stratification: An Annotated Bibliography. New York:
Garland. o A
Norquest, Joan. 1988. The Homeless in America: A Bibliography. Santa Cruz, CA:
Reference and Research Services.

1988, Substance Abuse I: Drug Abuse: A Bibliography. Santa Cruz, CA: Ref- -
erence and Research Services. N
1990, Substance Abuse II* Alcohol Abuse: A Bibliography. Santa Cruz, CA: _
Reference and Research Services. o

. 1991, The Elderly in America: A Bibliography. Santa Cruz, CA: Reference & d
Research Services. :

Yorker are all classified as general periodicals. A student can find information &

6.2.1 General Periodicals

General periodicals contain articles on a range of topics intended to ajctracit [ﬁzg
eral readers with varied interests, News magazines, hobby or ;ecreat:jonlzli o
azines, and a host of publications such as the Safurday Review and the /¥

specific topics covered in general periodicals by consulting the Readers’ Guid

* poverty, unemployment, or busing) and public opinion (attitudes toward mari-
juana smoking, abortion, and so on). Among the major general periodicals that
are nonsociological but that emphasize social and political affairs are the New
York Times Magazine, Atiantic Monthly, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report,
Time, and Harper’s. General periodicals reporting current events and issues of in-
terest to the sociologist usually do not analyze them from a sociological per-
spective. However, one general periodical that does is the following:

Society (formerly Transaction: Social Scienice and Modern Society). Annual, New
Brunswick, NI: Rutgers University Press. Written for the layperson by well-known
sociologists and other social scientists, this periodical covers a wide variety of
topics in the areas of government, housing, welfare, law, race relations, and ed-
ucation. It is issued monthly.

Other examples of similar utility are Business Week, Psychology Today, and
Library Journal. These periodicals cover professional news, trends, developments,

and other events for the professions. Articles are often written by professionals
in the field.

6.2.2 Newspapers

Newspapers are regularly issued publications (daily, weekly, semiweekly) that
report events and discuss topics of current interest. The types of information
that sociologists may find useful include news items comprising factual report-
ing of events; editorials, representing the editors’ thinking on current issues; fea-
ture articles, presenting an investigation of a topic; and columns, including
comments or reports on current events or issues by journalists. In newspapers
you can find factual information on topics such as crime or intergroup confiict,
Also, you can identify attitudes of people toward important social issues.
Among the newspapers distinguished for the extensive coverage they give to
national affairs are the Wushington Post and the New York Times. You can find ar-
ticles that cover specific topics in the New York Times by consulting its index:

New York Times Index. Annual. New York: New York Times. This index provides
subject access to New York Times news stories, editorials, and other features.
Published every two weeks, it is cumulated annually. Each entry begins with a
subject, followed by references to other sections in the index (if there are any).
Then the article is summarized. For the sake of brevity, the citation identifies
each month by one or two letters, followed by the date, a roman numeral for a
section, an arabic page number, and sometimes a column number, prefaced by
a colon. The year is always identified on the cover and title page and is essen-
tial information to record when copying citations. One important item to note




6.3 ACADEMIC JOURNALS

Bart [T CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN SOCIoLOGy: -

in using this index is that the cross-references that directly follow th.e 51_1bject in
each entry must be checked in the index to obtain a (Eomp_lete c1‘tat101-1. You
cannot identify the exact location of the articles noted in this section without. - |

doing so.

The following major newspapers have indexes available either in print or on-
microfilm:

Chicago Tribune

Houston Post

Los Angeles Times

National Observer

New Orleans Times-Picayune
New York Times

Times of London

' Wall Street Journal
Washington Post

You may need coverage of an important topic from a number of diffe;er;t':
perspectives. In such a research project, a local newspaper or the New York
Times would not suit your needs. For example, you may want to compare the
coverage of right-to-work laws presented in a Southwestt'am newspapelr to thosle
presented in a Northern newspaper. For that type of project you should consu t

the following:

NewsBank. Annual, Greenwich, CT: Urban Affairs 'Library. This publication not
only indexes articles on subjects from over 150 daily a_mcl Weekly urbgndne\,\_fspc?-
pers, but also includes the articles themselves on mlcroflche._ The index is :—
vided into thirteen subject sections—Business and.Econom:c Developmertl ,
Consumer Affairs, Government Struciure, Social Rela.tlons, V\_fqlfare and Pover 3{,
Housing and Urban Renewal, Law and Order, Education, Political Qevez}?pme: \
Health, Transportation, Environment, and Employment—each _contame kll’l fa :sa CI;; E
arate binder. The microfiche copies of the articles are located in the L:)ac oGe <
binder. Note that there is a separate binder containing an Introductloq, a _u1d e |
to the Index, and an overall Name Index. The Gplde 1o th.e 1nde}§ section is e;
signed as an aid to determine in which of the ’;htrte;en major subject 'catlegl%rﬁs.

a particular topic is covered. A cumulative subject index for each topical a

provided annually.

Articles in scholarly journals, written by specialists 'and critically evaluateil llr)gf
other scholars prior to being accepted for publication, represent the mo: s
cent additions to an academic discipline’s shared store of 'knowled.g‘e or to its
debate on a particular topic. Students who are interested in compﬂu;}g a \fol—
rounded and up-to-date reading list on a topic should always consult the schok

arly journals.
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Most journals contain a book review section in which scholars in the field pre-
sent critiques of recently published books. These reviews usually give an accu-
rate assessment of the book’s quality from the field’s standpoint. When faced
with a choice of several books, you can save time by reading book reviews to se-
lect the most useful, authoritative sources,

Sociologists publish numerous journals, some rather general in scope,
and some devoted to a particular subfield within the discipline, such as fam-

ily studies. As a sociology student, you should be familiar with the following
journals:

American Journal of Sociology. Anmual. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.
This bimonthly journal, first published in 1895, reports research and fieldwork
on a variety of topics in sociology. The articles range from twelve to fifty pages,
though the average length is approximately twenty-seven pages. Short papers
that summarize recent empirical research are included in the Research Notes
section. Each issue also contains a comprehensive book review section with eval-
uative reviews,

American Sociological Review. Annual. Washington, D.C.; American Sociological
Association. The official journal of the American Sociological Association, this bi-
monthly publication, first published in 1936, contains articles that cover all areas
of sociology. The average length of articles is twelve pages. The journal also re-
ports the activities of the Association and contains a section for comments and
discussions of previous articles.

Sacial Forces. Annual. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. This
guarterly, first published in 1922, contains articles averaging twenty pages in
length, includes papers on all aspects of sociology. The journal is international
in scope, but articles about the United States predominate. Each issue contains
anumber of authored book reviews. Special issues, in which all the articles focus
on a specific topic, appear at least once a year.

These major sociology journals represent a small fraction of the scholarly
periodicals published by sociologists. Students can find a brief description of
other scholarly journals within sociology and other academic disciplines by con-
sulting the following:

Katz, Bill, Linda 5. Katz, William A. Katz, and Barry G. Richards, eds. 2000, Maga-
zintes for Libraries. 3d ed. New York: Bowker. This work contains publication in-
formation and descriptive and evaluative annotations for over 6,500 periodicals
and newspapers. Titles are organized into approximately one hundred subject
areas, such as Aeronautics Space Science, Africa, Business Education, General
Magazines, Government Magazines, History, Newspapers, and Opinion Maga-
zines. Because of this topical organization, the volume’s index is particularly use-
ful for locating individual titles.

The list starting on page 126 is a list of professional journals of interest to so-
ciologists, political scientists, and other social scientists. Some are refereed—
that is, the articles they contain are sent out to scholars for review before
publication—while others are not. But all contain articles with petential use for
sociology students.
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Addiction

Addictive Behaviors

Administration and Sociely

Administration in Social Work

Administrative Science Quarterly

Adolescence

Age and Aging

Aging and Society

AIDS and Public Policy Journal

Alcohol Health and Research World
Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly

American Anthropologist

American Behavioral Scientist

American Demographics

American Fconomic Review

American Educational Research Journal
American Ethnologist

American Indian Culture and Research Journal
American Journal of Community Psychology
American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse
American Journal of Economics and Sociology
American Journal of Education

American Journal of Family Therapy
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry
American Journal of Physical Anthropology
American Journal of Political Science
American Journal of Psychiatry
American Journal of Psychoanalysis
American Journal of Psychology
American Journal of Psychotherapy
American Journal of Public Health
Armerican Journal of Sociology
American Polifical Science Review
American Politics Quarterly
American Psychologist
American Sociological Review
American Sociologist

Annals of the American Acadery of Political
and Social Science
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Annual Review of Anthropology

Annual Review of Psychology

Annual Review of Sociology
Anthropological Quarterly

Applied Psycholinguistics

Archive of Sexual Behavior

Austratian and New Zealand Journal of Sociology
Australian Journal of Anthropology
Australian Journal of Politics and History
Australian Journal of Social Issues
Behavior Research and Therapy

Behavior Research Methods, nstruments,
and Computers

Behavior Science Research

Behavior Therapy

Behavioral Health Management

Behavioral Neuroscience

Behavioral Science

Black Scholar

British Journal of Clinical Psychology

British Journal of Criminology

British Journal of Educational Psychology
British Journal of Law and Sociely

British Journal of Political Science
British Journal of Psychology

British Journal of Soctal Psychology
British Journal of Sociology

Cambridge Journal of Education
Canadian Journal of Behavioral Science
Canadian Journal of Criminology
Canadian Journal of Economics
Canadian Journal of Experimental Psychology
Canadian Journal of Political Science
Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
Canadian Journal of Psychology
Canadian Psychologist
Canadian Psychology
Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology
Child Abuse and Neglect
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Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal

Child Development

Child Psychiatry and Human Development

Child Study Journal

Child Welfare

Clinical Social Work Journal

Cognitive Psychology

Communication Quarterly
Communication Reporis

Communication Research

Communication Theory

Communist Affairs

Communist and Post-Communist Studies
Communities

Community Development Journal
Community Merntal Health Journal
Comparative Fducation Review
Comparative Political Studies
Comparative Politics

Comparative Studies in Society and History
Conflict Studies

Contemporary Drug Problems
Contemporary Economic Policy
Contemporary Education
Contemporary Sociology
Counseling Psychologist
Crime and Delinquency

- Criminal Justice and Behavior

Criminal Justice Ethics

Criminal Justice Review

Criminology

Critical Quarterly

Critical Review

Critical Studies in Mass Communication
Cultural Anthropology

Current Sociology

Day Care and Early Education

Death Studies

Demography
Depvelopmental Psychology

Di.ssertqtion Abstracts International, A; The
Humanities and Social Sciences

Drugs and Society
Economic Development and Cultural Change
Economic History Review
Economic Inquiry
Economic Journal
Economist
Economy and Society
Education
Education and Urban Society
Educational and Psychological Measurement
Educational Gerontology
Educational Psychology Review
Educational Review
Fducational Sindies
Educational Theory
Environment and Behavior
Environmental Ethics
Environmental Policy and Law
Environmental Polifics
Ethics
Ethnic and Racial Studies
Ethnic Groups
Ethnohistory
Ethnology
Ethnology and Sociobiology
European Economic Review
European Journal of Political Research
European Journai of Political Science
European Studies Repiew
Experimental Study of Polifics
Families in Society
Family and Community Health
Family Fconomics Review
Family Planning Perspectives
Family Process
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Family Relations

Feminist Issues

Feminist Siudies

Forum of Applied Research and Public Policy
Free Inquiry in Creative Sociology

Futurist

Gender and Society

Geronitologist

Global Political Assessment

Global Risk Assessment: [ssues, Concepts and
Applications

Growth and Change
Harvard FEducational Review
Health and Social Work
Higher Education Quarterly

Hispania

Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences
History and Political Econormy
History and Theory

History of Political Thought

History of the Human Sciences
Human Communication Research
Human Ecology

Human Ecology Forum

Human Crganization

Human Relations

Human Rights

Huaman Rights Quarterly

Human Righis Review

Humanist

Impact of Science in Sociely
Individual Psychology

Indusirial and Labor Relations Review
Industrial Relations

Informaiion Sciences

Innovation Higher FEducation
Inter-American Economic Affairs
International Affairs

International Criminal Justice Review
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International Development Review
International Economic Review
International Interactions

International Journal of Aging and Human
Development

International Journal of Comparative Sociology”
International Journal of Eating Disorders
International Journal of Group Psychotherapy_
International Journal of Health Services

International Journal of Offender Therapy and
Comparative Criminology o

International Journal of Political Education
International Journal of Public Administration
International Journal of Social Psychiatry
International Journal of Sociology of Law
International Journal of Sociology of the Family

International Journal of Urban and Regional
Research

International Labour Review
International Migration Review
International Organization

International Political Science Review
International Relations

International Review of Education
International Review of Social History
International Security

International Social Science Journal
International Social Science Review
International Social Work

International Studies

International Studies Quarterly
Interpretation: Journal of Political Philosophy
Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion
Journalism Quarterly

Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology
Journal of Abnormal Psychology

Journal of Addictive Diseases

Journal of Adolescence

Journal of Adolescent Chemical Dependency
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Journal of Adolescent Health

Journal of Adolescent Research
Journal of Advertising

Journal of African Studies

Journal of Aging and Social Policy
Journal of Aging Studies

Journal of American History

Journal of American Indian Education
Journal of Anthropological Research
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis
Journal of Applied Behavioral Science
Journal of Applied Communication Research
Journal of Applied Geroniology

- Journal of Applied Psychology

Journal of Applied Social Psychology
Journal of Asian and African Studies
Journal of Asian Studies

Journal of Behavior Therapy and Experimental
Psychiatry

Journal of Black Psychology
Journal of Black Studies

Journal of Business Communication
Journal of Child and Family Studies

Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry and
Allied Disciplines

Journal of Clinical Child Psychology
Journal of Clinical Psychology

Journal of Communication

Journal of Community Health

Journal of Comparative and Physiological
Psychology

Journal of Comparative Economics
Journal of Comparative Famnily Studies
Journal of Comparative Psychology
Journal of Conflict Resolution

Journal of Consumer Research
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography
Journal of Contemparary History
Journal of Counseling Psychology

Journal of Creative Behavior
Journal of Criminal Justice

Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology
Journal of Cross-Cilfural Psychology
Journal of Democracy

Journal of Developing Areas
Journal of Development Economics
Journal of Development Studies
Journal of Divorce and Remarriage
Journal of Drug Education

Journal of Drug Issues

Journal of Econometrics

Journal of Economic History

Journal of Economic Issues

Journal of Economic Literature
Journal of Economic Perspectives
Journal of Economic Theory
Journal of Education

Journal of Educational Measurement
Journal of Educational Research
Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect

Journal of Environmental Economics and
Management

Journal of Environmental Management
Journal of Ethnic Studies

Journal of Experimental Child Psychology
Journal of Experimental Education
Journal of Experimental Social Psychology
Journal of Famify History

Journal of Family Issues

Journal of Family Law

Journal of Family Psychology

Journal of Family Violence

Journal of Gambling Studies

Journal of General Education

Journal of General Psychology

Journal of Genetic Psychology

Journal of Gerontological Social Work
Journal of Gerontology
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Journal of Group Psychotherapy, Fsychodrama,
and Sociomeiry

Journal of Health and Social Behavior
Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law
Journal of Homosexuality

Journal of Housing

Journal of Housing and Community
Development

Journal of Humanistic Psychology
Joarnal of Human Resources

Journal of InterAmerican Studies and World
Affairs

Journal of Interdisciplinary History
Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies
Journal of International Affairs
Journal of Interpersonal Violence
Journal of Japanese Studies
Journal of Labor Research
Journal of Latin American Studies
Journal of Law and Economics
Journal of Law and Politics
Journal of Legal Studies
Journal of Leisure Research
Journal of Libertarian Studies
Journal of Management
Journal of Management Studies
Journal of Marital and Family Therapy
Journal of Marriage and the Family
Journal of Medical Ethics
Journal of Memory and Language
Journal of Modern African Studies
Journal of Modern History
Journal of Near Eastern Studies
Journal of Negro Education
Journal of Nonverbal Behavior
Journal of Offender Rehabilitation
Journal of Parapsychology
Journal of Peace Research

Journal of Peace Science
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Journal of Peasant Studies

Journal of Pediatric Psychology

Journal of Personal Assessment

Journal of Personality

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology
Journal of Police Science and Administration
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management
Joarnal of Political and Military Sociology
Journal of Political Economy

Journal of Political Science

Journal of Politics

Journal of Popular Culfure

Journal of Primary Prevention

Journal of Psychiatric Research

Journal of Psychohistory o
Journal of Psychology i
Journal of Psychosomatic Research

Journal of Public Administration Research and
Theory

Journal of Public Policy
Journal of Rehabilitation

Journal of Research and Development in
Education

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency
Joarnal of School Psychology .
Journal of Sex Research

Journal of Social History

Journal of Social Issues

Journal of Social Policy

Journal of Social, Political, and Economic
Studies

Journal of Social Psychology

Journal of Social Work Education
Journal of Special Education

Journal of Specialists in Group Work
Journal of Sport and Social Issues
Journal of Studies on Alcohol

Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment

Journal of the American Academy of Child
and Adolescent Psychiairy
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Journal of the American Gerialrics Society
Journal of the American Oriental Society
Journal of the American Planning Association

Journal of the American Society for Information
Science

Journal of the Experimental Analysis of
Behavior

Journal of the History of Ideas

Journal of the History of the Behavioral
Sciences

Journal of Theoretical Politics

Journal of the Philosophy of Sport

Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute
Journal of the Royal Society of Health
Journal of Third World Studies

Journal of Traumatic Stress

Journal of Urban Affairs

Journal of Urban Analysis

Journal of Urban History

Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior
Journal of Youth and Adolescence

Journals of Gerontology

Journals of Gerontology (Series B: Psychological
and Social Sciences}

Language

Language Learning

Latin American Research Review
Law and Contemporary Froblems
Law and Philosopfiy

Law and Policy Quarterly

Law and Society Review
Learning and Motivation
Linguistic Inquiry

Linguistics and Education
Literature and Psychology
Man-Environment Systems
Management Communication Quarterly
Management Science

Marriage and Family Review
Mathematical Social Sciences
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Media, Culture, and Society
Micropolitics

Mid-American Review of Sociology
Middle East Journal

Middle Eastern Studies

Modern Asian Studies

Modern Language Journal

Monographs for the Society for Research in
Child Development

Multivariate Behavioral Research
New Political Science
New Politics
FPapers on Language and Literature
Peace Research
Perspectives on Political Science
Philosophical Quarterly -
Phifosophical Review
Philosophy and Phenomenological Research
Philosophy and Public Affairs
Philosophy and Rhetoric
Philosophy and Science
Philosophy of the Social Sciences
Policy and Politics

Political Anthropology

Political Behavior

Political Communication

Political Communication and Persuasion
Political Geography Quarterly
Political Psychology

Political Quarterly

Political Research Quarterly

Political Science

Political Science Quarierly

Political Science Review

Political Science Reviewer

Political Studies

Political Theory

Politics

Politics and Society

Witns:f/ sellercentran.an*-wv —
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Politics and the Life Sciences

FPolity

Population and Development Review
Population Bulletin

Proceedings of the Acaderny of Political Science
Professional Psychology, Research, and Practice
Psychiatric Quarterly

Psychiatry

Psychoanalytic Review
Psychobiology

Psychological Assessment
Psychological Bulletin
Psychologz-'ca! Record
Psychological Reports
Psychological Science

Psychology and Aging

Psychology in the Schools
Psychology of Women Quarterly
Psychophysiology

Psychosomatic Medicine

Public Administration

Public Administration Review
Public Health Reporis

Public Law

Public Management

Public Opinion Quarterly

Public Policy

Public Relations Quarterly

Public Relations Review

Public Welfare

Quarterly Journal of Economics
Race and Class

Radical America

Radical History Review

Research in Education

Research in Higher Education
Research on Aging

Review of Black Political Economy
Review of Economics and Statistics
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Review of Economic Studies
Review of Educational Research
Review of International Studies
Review of Law and Social Change
Review of Metaphysics

Review of Politics
Revolutionary World

Rural Sociology

Sage

Science

Science and Public Affairs
Science and Public Policy
Science and Sociely

Sciences, The

Sex Roles

Simulation

Simulation and Games
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Social Science Review
Social Theory and Practice
Social Work

_ Social Work Education

Social Work with Groups
Socialisrm and Democracy
Socialists Review
Society
Sociological Analysis and Theory
Sociological Inguiry
Sociological Methods and Research
Sociological Perspectives
Sociological Quarterly
“Sociological Review
Sociology
Sociology and Social Research
Saciology of Education

Simulation and Gaming
Skeptical Inquirer

Small Group Research
Social Action

Social and Economic Studies
Social Behavior and Personality
Social Biology

Social Casework

Social Forces

Social History

Social Indicators Research
Social Justice

Social Philosophy and Policy
Social Policy

Social Problems

Social Psychology Quarterly
Social Research

Social Science and Medicine
Social Science Information
Social Science Journal
Social Science Quarterly
Social Science Research

Sociology of Religion
Sociology of Sport Journal
Southern Economic Journal

- Studies in Comparative Communism

Studies in Conflict and Terrorism

Studies in Family Planning

Studies in Philosophy and Fducation

Suicide and Life-Threalening Behavior
Survey

Technological Forecasting and Social Change
Technology and Culture

“Terrorism
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Theory and Decision

Theory and Society

Third World

Urban Affairs Quarterly

Urban Affairs Review

Urban and Social Change Review
Urban Anthropologist

Urban Anthropology and Studies of Cultural Sys-
tems and World Economic Development

Urban Education

Urban Review

Urban Studies

Victimology

Violence and Victims

War and Society

Western Journal of Communications
Western Political Quarterly

Women and Environments

Women and Politics: A Quarierly Journal of Re-
search and Policy Studies

Women and Work

Wormen's Studies International Forum
Women's Studies Quarterly

World Affairs

World Development

World Marxist Review

World Policy Journal

World Politics

Youth and Sociely

ttps://sellercentratas-
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6.4 RESEARCHING BOOKS
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Academic books, along with articles from professioqal journa_ls, Wi}l usually form!
the greater part of the sociology student’s reading list on an 1nd1v1d}1al researc
topic. If the sources of information used in book research are unreliable, the re-
sults will be unsatisfactory. There are two principal' paths for a s‘Eudent to.ta};e.__:
in evaluating a book-length study: Rely on book reviews, or examine the biblio:
graphic character of the book itself.

6.4.]1 Book Review Sources

Since 1975, reviews appearing in most of the major sociology journals have been
indexed in the book review section of the Social Sciences Index (see the previous.
-discussion of indexes). The reviews are indexed by the name.of the authpr of.the_.
book; the journal, volume, and date; and the page of the rev1e}v. The.re 15:. a time.
lag, however—sometimes more than a year—between a book’s publication ang
the appearance of a review in a scholarly journal. The need for more curreflt re-
views led 1o a new type of journal, consisting entirely of scholarly book reviews.

The journal for sociologists is the following:

Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of Reviews. Annual. Washipgtocrla,' D.C.: Ameri-
can Sociological Association, This journal reviews books: pubhshe. in evc;ry a;e; .
of sociology, plus many in related fields, such as education. EfiCh issze also 1::5 ;
tains feature essays that review several books on related to_plcs or the W(ér oh N
one major author. The reviews are arranged by broad subject areas, and eac
issue also corntains a list of new publications.

i ith many very academ-

For reviews of books on the popular market, along wit
ic selections, the New York Review of Books (1976-present) and the New York
Times Book Review (1923-present) are two reliable sources.

6.4.2 Bibliographic Character of the Work

By examining a book closely, you can usually assess the quality of informatl?]n ;Er] :
sented. The preface and introduction give clues to who the author is, w 1y he
work was written, and what methodology and research t001§ wiere usgd mtth e
book’s preparation. If the author is an acknowledged authority in the field, thi
fact will often be mentioned in the preface or the foreword. . .
The footnotes, the in-text references, and the extent and quality of ther?lb I
ography (or in some cases, the lack of one) can also serve as clues aboujcft e .rs-_ :
liability of the work. If few or no original documents have been used, or if maj ;
works in the field have not been cited and evaluated, you have reason to que
i ity of the book. :
thH;&Zﬂ;’é\ ltlltli reputation of the publisher or organization_ that spons(n_’si
particular book says something about its value. Some publishers have rigl
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standards of scholarship and others do not. For example, the requirements of
university presses are generally very high, and the major ones—such as Cam-
bridge, Chicago, Michigan, and Harvard—are discriminating publishers of stud-
ies in sociology.

6.5 U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

6.5.1 General Publications

U.S. government publications comprise all the printed public documents of the
federal government. The materials include, for example, the official records of
the meetings of Congress; the text of laws, court decisions, and public hear-
ings and rulings of administrative and regulatory agencies; studies of economic
and social issues commissioned by official agencies; and the compilation of
statistics on a number of social and demographic characteristics of the U.S.
population,

Federal publications provide sociologists with material for research in many
subfields in sociology. You can find government publications that cover such
topics as the educational attainment of minorities, sex discrimination, drug
abuse, and a number of other social issues. However, the fact that a document
is “official” is no automatic guarantee of the accuracy of the information or data
it might contain; accuracy depends on the methods of information and data col-
lection the agency used. Therefore, the use of these publications—Ilike the use
of any other source material—requires good judgment. You can identify rele-
vant late nineteenth- and twentieth-century federal government publications by
consulting the following:

U.S. Superintendent of Documents. Annual. Monthly Catalog of United States
Government Publications. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office. This
catalog, first published in 1885, is the most complete listing of federal docu-
ments available. The detailed indexes—subject, author/agency, and title-—iden-
tify individual items by entry number. Entries identify individual author (if any),
pagination, date, iHustration notes, series title, and serial number, and include
reference to any other publication superseded by this item as well as the Su-
perintendent of Documents number. (U.S. documents are catalogued by this
number in many libraries—especially those that are depositories.)

Cumulative Subject Index to the Monthly Catalog of United States Government
Publications, 1900-1971. 1973. Washington, D.C.: Carrollton Press. This is a com-
prehensive subject index to more than 1 million publications listed in the Month-
ly Catalog from 1900 through 1971. To discover what has been published on a
given subject, one first finds the topic and then goes to the appropriate sub-
heading. This will be followed by one or more years in parentheses, each fol-
lowed by one or more entry numbers, such as “(65) 14901.” Then rescarchers
must turn to the Monthly Catalog for the specified year (in this case, 1965) and
locate the entry number (in this case, 14901) to find a complete citation for the
publication.
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6.5.2 US. Census Bureau Publications

U.S. Census Bureau publications are important resources. They allow sociology
students to summarize social and demographic characteristics of various pop-

ulation groups in the United States by using descriptive statistics. We frequent-
Iy think of the Census Bureau as a government agency that collects census data
every ten years. There are actually ten categories of censuses, and data are col-
lected and reported at different intervals. In addition to collecting data on na-
tional and state populations, the Census Bureau studies subpopulations that are
of special interest. These studies are generally published in Current Population Re-

ports. Recent reports, for example, have focused on the characteristics of blacks, -

persons of Hispanic origin, and poverty-level families.

Because the Census Bureau analyzes and publishes data, sociology students
can locate relevant census materials by consulting guides and indexes to statis-
tical reports published by the government. The following comprehensive vol-

ume indexes statistical studies by all government agencies. It can be used to

locate a variety of statistics on a given topic:

American Statistics Index. Aunual. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Information Ser-
vice. This commercially produced abstract has become an important source for

identifying statistical publications of the U.5. government. It indexes and ab-

stracts statistics on numerous topics from the publications of many government
agencies, describes these publications, and has the material available on mi-
crofiche. This source is issued monthly in two sections—indexes and abstracts—
and is cumulated annually. The index volume contains four separate indexes that
list the publications by subject and name; by geographic, economic, and demo-
graphic categories; by title; and by agency report numbers. The abstract volume
gives brief descriptions of the publications and their content.

The Census Bureau publishes an index to its own publications. If you require .

information on atopic that is routinely studied by the Census Bureau, you should
consult the following:

U.S. Bureau of the Census. Annual. Bureau of the Census Catalog. Washington,
D.C.: Government Printing Office. An indispensable guide, first published in 1790, -
to materials issued by the Bureau of the Census and publications from other
agencies that contain statistics, this catalog is published quarterly, updated with
monthly supplements, and has annual cumulations. The basic volume is retro-
spective, covering the years 1790-1945 in Part I and 1946-1972 in Part Il. The
arrangement differs in each part. The material includes annotated lists of census
publications for the years covered, followed by subject and geographical index-
es. The annual cemulation lists and annotates only those publications issued
during that year.

A number of reports or volumes published by the Census Bureau are useful
to sociology students doing research. Two of these publications—County and
City Data Book and Historical Statistics of the United States—have been discussed.
previously under other subheadings. These publications summarize many of the
important findings of past censuses as well as more recent ones.
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In addition to the population census, the Bureau also conducts surveys of
housing, business, and manufacturing. A student who wants information about
the structural or industrial characteristics of the United States can use these
decade censuses to find past and current statistics. These censuses have the ad-
vantages and disadvantages discussed earlier.

_ Census publications provide, at little cost to the researcher, much descrip-
tive information on various components of the American population. However,
you should be aware of some serious problems with census data. Because most’
data are compiled every five or ten years, often a researcher must either find
more current information or use the somewhat dated statistics published by the
Census Bureau. Also, the design of the census survey does not always include the
type of questions or issues that are of interest to sociology students. For exam-
ple, a student comparing the educational or employment status of blacks with
that of persons of Hispanic origin for a period between 1970 and 1990 would not
be able use 1970 census data because the 1970 census of population did not ask
persons of Hispanic origin to identify their racial or ethnic background. Anoth-
er disadvantage of census publications is that they use only descriptive statistics
.to summarize the data. Their analysis does not indicate the relevance or mean-
ing of trends. You can determine social and demographic differences within pop-
ulations, but must look elsewhere for the causes of these differences.





