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ETTLEMENT workers during the Progressive Era were prob-
ably more committed to political action than any other group
of welfare workers before or Since, Chanty organization workers
also cooperated on occasion in political reform projects, but Robert
Hunter, the itinerant radical settlement worker and charity expert,
was probably right in 1902, even if he exaggerated, when he de-
cided that the settlement worker and the charity worker had basi-
cally different temperaments. The charity worker was hesitant to
get involved with reform, Hunter decided; he had a philosophy of
“don't, don't” and was constantly troubled by the fear that his
relief would destroy independence. The settlement worker, on the
other hand, was more often the victim of unbounded enthysiasm
than of moral questioning. “He is constantly doing, urging; he is
constantly pressing forward, occasionally tilting at wind mills, at
times making mistakes, often perhaps doing injury, but filled with
enthusiasm, warmth and purpose, without much question.”!
Settlement workers were usually activists. The pioneer set-
tlement worlcers in the United States had enthusiasm and purpose
as well as a few doubts, but they had no political theory in mind
when they established their outposts in the slums. Indeed they had
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little interest in politics. Influenced largely by the British settle-
ment and university extension movements, young men and women
like Stanton Coit, Jane Robbins, Robert Woods, E!Ien Gages Starr,
and Jane Addams set out to solve the problF':msl of industrial Amer-
ica by living in an urban working-class district. They sought to
“te-create a feeling of neighborhood in the sprawling, EQL‘{QECL city.
—'—T_I.IEY wanted to share their ives and their learning with those
less fortunate, but beyond that they were not sure. They were

reformers, but not political reformers in the beginning.? i

- e garly settlement workers, however, soon d}scovered that
they l'fad invaged a political world. Wl}en Jane Robbins, Jean Fine,
and the other well-dressed, young Smith College gradgate_s began
the New York College Settlement on the Lower East Side in 1889,
their first visitor was a local polic.eman whao thought they were
opening another house of prostitution. He stopped by to let them
know that he would not disturb them as long as they made a regu-
lar monthly contribution to his income. The young settlemlc:nt
workers may have been shocked, but at _1east they l.earne‘d £ Et
they could not reform the neighborhood without clashing with the
i5ti litical structure.?

EX]SUII\IIE;?Y every activity begun by the settlement \zvorkers \:VE:S
interpreted in political terms by the merl E}qd women in the nexgwa
borhood, Even the picture and art exhibitions tlhlat they fancu;

were bringing meaning and beauty in'to‘ t.he d1‘-‘ab lives of the wor :j
ingmen seemed to one New York puhtu:lan,. a cle\rer}y dlggmse

trick on the part of the eminent mugwumps m‘the University %et-
tlement Society to get a grip on the district in the agte—electmz_l
months.” When the settlement workers moyed from picture exh;
bitions and classes in Dante to attempts to improve the living an

working conditions in their neighborhood, they_became even more
aware of the political structure and of political realities. Iafne
Addams and the other residents of Hull House started a _c;,ampgil_lg_n
to clean up the streets of the nineteenth ward.soon after l'i ey;
moved to the area. At first they thought that it was a Algg;{ f?“'
knowledge ahout the spread of disease and a dearth of pride in the

neighborhood among the citizens that Hg_a.p,_s_gq_ ‘the. filIhY.,.f%_tlf@?tg:
Jane Addams begati @ campaign of education, but then anllﬁvesse
gation by Edward Burchard, thé first male resident of Hul £ %uss,
revealed that Johnny Powers, the shrewd and, ppyyerﬁul__ _waron_z of’
used the position of garbage collector as a political plum. 528 7.
his henchmen collected the. money, but little of the garbage.
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Addams’s attempt to promote cleaner streets caused her to submit

a bid for the collection of garbage in the ward, resulted in the

mayor appointing her a garbage inspector, and led her eventually
into two unguccessful attempts to unseat Powers, from his posi-
tion as alderman from the nineteenth ward. In this instance of
Jane Addams the settlemeént idea led inevitably to political action.

Other settlement workers discovered as they tried to “re-
create a feeling of neighborhood” in the industrial city that the
precinct and the ward already provided one form of neighborhood
organization. Buf not all settlement workers could agree with Jane
Addams that they had “no right to meddle in all aspects of a
community's life and ignore politics.” Mary K. Simkhovitch of
Greenwich House in New York argued that political parties did not
express, in any vital way, the réal infergst of theé citizens_of the
neighbitrhood, and that the settlement therefore ought to remain
aloof from pértiSan politics. Robert Woods, the tall and taciturn
head resident of South End House in Boston, agreed basically with
Mrs. Simlchovitch. He argued that the settlemient lost more than it
gained by a partisan stand in local politics. He maintained that it

was better to cooperate with the ward boss than o Fry to defeat

Him. Of course, the situation in Bo§ton's ninth ward was some-
what unusual; James Donovan, the affable Irish boss, in part
because he was badly in need of allies, seemed willing to cooperate
with the settlement workers in making the ward a better place in
which to live, Despite their statements, however, both Woods and
Mrs. Simkhovitch on occasion tgok part in reform . campaigns
when evidently they felt the public's interest was heing expressed
by a political organization.® ’

T MoiE successful than Hull House, South End House, or
Greenwich House in influencing the politics in their ward was
Chicago Commons, founded in 1894 by Graham Taylor. After pre-
imindry and unsuccessful attempts to cooperate with the boss in
the ward the sefflement men’s club méanaged to defeat him, and
then for nearly two_decades the settlement effectively controlled

elections for alderman in the Wa;q Instead of running an inde-
pendent candidate, the settlement concentrafed on_getting good
candidates nominated from the major parties. The settlement
worlers controlled enough votes so that their endorsement was
tantamount to election. The Commons had the advantage of being
located in a ward where the local political boss had little real

power. But Taylor alone could not have made his settlement into a
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- . ; f young,.
ssful political machine. He was aglg_d_ ?‘yra_ group of youn

;Efiri“;‘iacally oriented social workers who, Unlike the settlement pio-

nmught to make the seftiement a base for polili-

cal reform in the ward ar}d‘th“ga_mgj_ty.,Such men as Allen T. Burns,

et il Setliement after graduate worls at the University
E‘;héfl?éggot,o Efrl:d Raymond Robins, Whp wa‘ndered inta Chicago
Commons in 1901 after he had heen a coal miner, frult‘ grglwer, a
Jawyer, and a minister, became experts at Igggggimgg,ggl}ggﬁmg_ta:ﬂ-
paigns, They made surveys, filed reports, checked for yotge
frauds, organized political railies and torch_parades, and distrib-

ated s and Handbiils. Most important, they became ac-
gaz%ﬁ'ltjgst&iri'tﬁ 'the people and the politicians in the ward and the
city. For Burns and Rohins, Chicago Co_mmorfs‘ and the sevlfni:
teenth ward provided practical lessons in political reform tha

they utilized for years after they left the_§e:§tieglgif.' \ .
w——fﬁ_iﬁ'g'ﬁad no menopoly on_pohtlcally act{ve sett'er_nen

workers. James B. Reynolds, an ordained Congregational m'ldmsttzerf’
géve up his work for the YMCA in 1893 to become head rest endo

UWMJ{‘ A_s.eal;})‘r‘ as 1896 he grge a
group of social workers fo “(d into politics.” “‘Be earnest, be prac-

i ive.” he advised, "political reform is the great moral
glggé}é]lfn?f;lzﬁ ‘our day.” To Henry Moskowitz politics was moltl'e
than & moral opportunity; it was a way of life. Unlile most of the
settlement workers, Moskowitz, a Rurnaman'}]?aw,. had grown up ui
4 tenement on the Lower East Side. He was inspired by classes1 a
Neighborhood Guild and eventually became a‘settlement Wor cglt'
himself at Madison House. He b;c_lttlgd the bgss in the ward, f_q%gm
for better ¢ity government, and .dﬁl:g_arged of the day when t_.fr_ta_
would be a settlemént in every neighborhood in the city .FQE%I%__ er
act the influence of the political machines. Like Raymonc Bobins,
James B. Reynolds, and Graham Taylor, he believed the fa_qt};_gé_x}a?_
could become the antidote to hossT rule in ward politics and tne
Sase for political reform in the city.”
iﬁg{%‘%&%%ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ?hﬁﬁag&“Eét:{lement workers, whether té‘le}i
took an aciive part in local pelitics or not, learned a great dea
about the nature of politics in the dqwn_tgwg_ma;ds.of..the.fj};:ﬁ.
ifdustrial cities. Many of them, especially Robe_rts Wooc_is an Jane
Addams, contributed to a better understanding of c1t31f] po tes
through their writings. They discovered, for example, t ai_ go it
the political machine depended on an elaborate structure of boys

gangs that duplicated in miniature the political organization of the

35
Settlement Workers



city. It was from these_gagggﬂ that the ward heelers as well as the
bosses_got @Eﬁfif@ggh_ig experience. The political boss often
remained in power, they learned, through a combination of ruth-
lessness and genuine neighborliness. There was an element of
truth in Johnny Powers’s bald statement: “The trouble with Miss
Addams,” he announced on one occasion, “is that she is jealous of
my charitable work in the ward.” He was a friendly visitor ali
right; he gave away turkeys at Christmas time, provided free
passes on the railroad, bailed men gut of jail, and got the unem-
ployed jobs, There was no charge, no forms to fill out (as there
always were at the Charity Organization Society). The only thing
expected in return was a vote cast in the proper way on election
day. Despite the obvious corruption of the boss, no matter how he
robbed the ward, Tie Was known for his philanthropy ratber than
for his dighonesty Theséttlement workers, however, learned from
-~ the politiciars. Although they soon discovere they could not com-
pete in handing out favors, they could Efiiate the politician's real
concern for the problems of his constituents. They could be a little
Jessritical of the present situation, talk less aBout their elaborate
plans for the future, and coticentrate, as the bosses did, on making
TEE]EI'@&E]& “concréte and human,”® ~
" In part becatse of fheir ‘vantage point in a working-class
neighborhood and their close observation of local politics, settle-
ment workers often put less emphasis than some reformers on the
revision of a charter or the defeat of a corrupt politician, They
could appreciate the usefulness of the boss even as they were in
despair at his [aclc of civic pride. Jane Addams Aecided it o oot
Worthwhile 16 oppose Powers after he had twice defeated her can-
didate. Most settlement workers soon realized that, even if it were
possible to defeat the local boss, it was impossihle to accomplish
much in one ward. Tor this reason they WeTE Often active, though
somewhat cautious, parficipaiits ifi @ Variety of municipal reform
campaigns, especially In Boston, New York, and Chicago.®
Settlement workers seldom ran for political office in the city,
rather they served as campaign managers, advisers on policy, sta-
istics gatherers, and “hrain trusters” for reform a Iministratiofs.
It Boston in the 1890s Mayor Josiah Quincy often depended on the
advice and aid of Robert Woods in attempting to provide the  city
with public bathhouses, gymnasiums, and playgrounds. In Boston
as'ifi other cities, the settlements contributed to municipal reform
by demonstrating the need for action, by initi_at;ing__l_;jndergg;_tggg,
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and bathhouses, and by then convincipg Fhe mmnic-
?lgirl?fﬁﬁt’ies that it was was the city's responsibility to tall_:e
t}flel’ll over and expand their usefulness. In the first deqade of t i
twentieth century, Boston settlen}ent workers playeg unportagt
roles in the nearly futile campaigns of the Gogd oveﬁeﬁ;1 !
Association to bring honesty and reform into the city giwel aSSO:
In the reform campaign of 1909-10: four young men close Yessful
ciated with South End House virtually ran .the unsuce ssful
campaign of James J. Storrow, One sqrved as his can;ﬁ?;gnas an-
ager, another as his as:isistafnt c:hmpm%ﬁeniziif;ya L o e
personal secretary, and a fourth as ry of the S0
ent Association. In the long run, the settlements mos
Er?;g;tamnnt contribution to a better ity government may have been

Arough their educati ion of young men in the tac-
h their education of a generation ot y¢ ] (
'Eii:'l-gc)“gf}%r municipal reform and. the traming of 2 groun of experfs.in.
= aln New York, James B. Reynolds was a prom{nent_ medrr;:fetxi of
the Ciens Union, and he was in part resp_ons:ble for : 1‘ri)gf
Seth Low, the president of Columbia University and a nigcr)ri i{ o
the Unjversity Settlement Council, to run for mayor in 13 n anYd
nolds worked behind the scenes to max}age Eov&: 5 Z?:EE?EL Lo
i i t friends, esp
listed the support of his settlemen ' |
%{Tlallsc’l of Henry Street Settlement, Henry Moskowitz pf gadci:lc;i
House, and Elizabeth Williams of Colleg{adSE’i;tlementi_&;l ! ei‘sonal
ign. lected, Reynolds became his person
e ioRtal oy et For o v ttlement work-
two yvears the settlement wor:
secretary and closest adviser. For e 2 o
wving a di i promiote better
aving a direct line fo the mayor, used 1t fo.
;%E%@ "Ié%i}s, more playgrounds, and a}_,_gityvsupporteg ?'sze;ileg
visiting nurses in the public schools. L11111an Wald ?!;e tForethe ers
' v Stree imarily respons
at Henry Street Settlement were primari for the 8¢
i i led for some time by
novation. They had been troub_
;e;rriger of children prevented from going to school because they

i n
had eczema, hoskworm, or some other disease. Doctors had beel

i i i several years, but no one
inspecting the students in the city for Vi S e

mpt to treat the il children. pr's ]
?;:gisngn?;tioriplmfﬁmlt sit‘uatlon, far lih mali:_:egl;
ingpection more rigorous but did necthing to treatEf A ;ls ciects-
Because she knew Mayor Low and many othex; ) e I e
administration, Lillian Wald was able to sugge; a t?-x Lution. e
offered to supply visiting nurses who could wor leer e
and treat the sick children. Before she began, however,
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the city officials promise that, if the experiment proved successful,
they would maintain it with city funds. After only one month the
Board of Estimale appropriated the money to hire school nurses
and soon the experiment was being Gopied 7 other cifies, Lillian
Wald and other “seftlement workers often accomplished much

because they were respected and listened to hy at least some of the
politicians Who occupied positions of power in city hall and the
statg capital | et el ot

_;S.gm_i;“tjlﬂ_‘es the settlement worker’s entry into the arena of
municipal politics was concerned with opposition to a proposed
measure rather than with"a postfive suggestion for reloea “This
was the case in 1905 when the settlements on the Lower East Side
banded together to defeat a proposed elevated loop that would
have connected the Brooklyn and Williamsburg Bridges. The
setflement workers feared that the loop would cause needless
bligM@gmbﬁt‘cm‘WHﬁ“ﬁm
the city. They favored a subway and sung
Street into a boulevard. Lillian Wald, Florence Kelley, and Charles
Stover, with help from housing reformer Lawrence Veiller, led the
campaign 1 that_helped ta defeat the measure. Stover, who had
spenta lifetime fighting for more playgrounds in New Yorl, called
the first meeting and enlisted the Support 6f many organizations
on the Lower East Side. Sometimes the settlement workers had a
difficult time convincing their immigrant neighbors of the need for
opposing a ward boss or for supporting a reform bill, but this time
It was edsy to win their cooperation. The settlement workers
organized mass meetings, sent out letters to influential people,
perstiaded néwspapermen fo present their point of view, and

hombarded the cily Touncil-with _letters and petitions. Henry
Street, College, and University Settlements handled Thost of the
clerical work, gathered most of the names for the petitions, and
helped arouse their members and supporters to protest the meas-
ure. They had a lot of help during the campaign. One source of aid
they never suspected. Only after the measure was defeated did
they learn that an unknown businessman, who Teared the ele-
vated loop would-ruin his business, had spent fifty thousand | dol-
lars to oppose the measure. Whether it was bribe money or the
aroused soctal conscience of the Lower East Side that caused the
defeat of the elevated loop, the campaign illustrates how settie-
ment workers could organize neighborhood opinion and bring that
opinion to bear on public officials. 12
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i lor, Raymond Robins, and an ener-
i Im%g%glﬁgggle&gnt worl)c:’ls, who became exp‘erts at
i _groucl)JUt the records of candidates, worked closelyf with the
%\?Irreit::?gal Voters' League and had some success in elegtmg honest
anlclinwell)l-qualified aldermen to‘the city council. Early in shﬁ kwcfle?{;
tieth century Hull House, which Hegry Dt%?agg:a c},}}g};ters ?m- 0
lub in Chicago, served as 1)
S\iléilgéaﬁzch but futile attempt to promote the EEEIJ}E‘.PEl Du?;ﬁf-.
ship-of street railways. The settlement at its best became a c

c et 13
inghouse for reform and a meeting place for reformers.

Settlement workers played important roles injﬂem]&%%ﬁ
f municipal reform campaigns. Many would have agree et
_(]J e ﬁﬁfj’bms When asked why she was s0 mteresteg:l in poli lljcst:
?1]1 replied, “I never go into a tenement without longing for a be
? ecitF))r gt:);rernment.”M Most settlement worlkers, E}owever, so0n
l;—rned that to improve the tenements and the working ?ndlglrlmtﬁ
nditions in the city, if was necessary to go beyopd city Lo
ctohe tate capital and.exen. to. Washingfon. Mu’ch more unpog ?n :
i ﬁgl.é long run, than the settlement workers’ aftempts to Etea .
Ee ward boss or elect a reform mayor was their influence on state
and nati eform legislation. '
ai”%ggﬁ;l ];remnéi' notes the important role that sociztfal wgigkers
icati i t need for reform.
i ting to the public the grea for
played in communicabl et e o e e
i they also played a large p
This of course they did, bu_t yed a large patt i £
i tting bills. passed_at Springfie ' )
D i Jr., describes the “subtle and
Nashington. Arthur Sc:hlesmgex:, T, bes 1 ,
E;?-zisteitt saintliness of the social wgr]lg’(ezs{) hgl&iiﬁ-:,ge}rlleﬂ s:gf:g
i ity leness. ut he
“was the implacability of gent jut behind the gentenss
t workers were tough-minded realists who 1 inde:
n;any setﬂﬂnfﬁlwma&pglitical_sgstem pperatéd. It E,.E?.‘,l‘?.’.E’f
%.thw were also idealists whao rsofﬁ‘éhmﬂgshcatrn;s%egs
il’di.fsljr' close to belieying that, if they gathered gt_mug_hl sIn aAIHér»
and found out enough information abo.tl.ilt _tlife tsoc_ljal eg?“fiumbér"of
i ar|
s lution would follow naturally. Yet a | 1 of
%:&E&?ﬁrﬁ&ame experts not only at co_llectgl_pég ﬁ‘tfd
i i e puhlic opinion and elected
tics s0 at usipg them to influence publ : opinion :
f'flgllst a’%ﬁéﬁ’héd Tearned their politics In {he precmc:t'irl and Ll;ﬁ
gﬁ}—;cl—lfd né;t from a texthoolk, and their experience served them w

i ingfi hington. .
" SD%?!gef;eggszgg ovgzsseriits of amendments to the child labor law

in 1897 in llinois may serve as a case in point. The amendments
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were drafted by Florence Kelley who, more than anyone else, led
the crusade against child labor. There was little publicity or fan-
fare in the beginning. Florence Kelley remarked to Henry Dema-
rest Lloyd: “We want to get them out of committee before the edi-
torial column raises its voice in defense of the infant newsboys
and the toddling ‘cash’' who will both come under its provisions.”
Persuasion was more important than publicity in the beginning.
Jane Addams led a contingent of social workers, labor leaders, and

enlightened businessmen to the state capital to testify before the

Senate Committee on Labor, fo display impressive statistics, and
to tell human stories about.the results of child labor. Alzina Stev-
ens, a Hull House resident and also a member of a labor union, got
workingmen and women to write to the members of the Senate

B A S

committee. George Hooker, a settlgifient worké??r?d“g?ﬁﬁiﬁéﬁu min-
1ster, gotthe support of various members of the clergy in Chicago.
When the amendments were reported out of committee, the set-
tlement workers made sure they got the proper publicity in the
newspapers. They also prepared pamphlets and scrapbooks filled
with clippings demonstrafing the need for better child labor laws
and sent them to every member of the state legislature. The
amendments passed; they did not end the problem of child labor
by any means, but their passage illustrates the way settlement
workers operated realistically in state politics.18

In New Yorlt a committee of settlement workers led by
Robert Hunter organized in 1902 to protest against the incredible
conditions of labor among children in the city. Florence Kelley,
now in New York as general secretary of the National Consumers’
League and a resident of Henry Street Settlement, along with
young men and women like William English Walling, Ernest
Poole, and Lillian Wald, took on the task of collecting information,
arousing public opinion, and lobbying-for-better.laws at AlGany.
J.G. Phelps Stokes, a wealthy young Yale graduate and resident of
University Settlement, used the staff in his father’s uptown office
to turn out propaganda in favor of mere effective child labor laws.
The New York Child T#bor Committee played an important part
in the passage of a better child labor bill for New York in 1903; it
also became the nucleus of the National Child Labor Committee.

Just as the child lahor reformers in New York began to real-
ize in the first decade of the twentieth century that reform to be
effective would have to be organized on the national level, so set-
tlement workers in several cities began to devote more and mére
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time to national organizations and national legislation. In addition
i5 The National Child Tabor Comimitiee, they helped to organize
the National Women's Trade Union League, the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, a national investiga-
tion of women and children in industry, and a national Industria_l
Relations Commission.!8 Men like William English Walling, Henry
Moskowitz, and Paul Kellogg became experts at bring'ing the right
people together and getting a program of reform organized. '1;1;{;1
worked behind the scenes and so have never received the attention
from historians that.they deserve. They used much the same tac-
tics on the national level that they had perfected in tl}e ward,‘the
city; and the state. They gathered statistics, collected information,
and then used their knowledge and influence to.cxert pressure on
elected officials. T '
R 1906 when James Reynolds was in Washington lobbying
for the passage of a bill that would provide for federal @nspechen
of meat packing plants, he wrote to Jane Addaxps as!cmg her to
“secure a strong expression of public sentiment in Chicago favor-
ing passage of the Beveridge Amendment.” Sometimes public sen-
timent could be effective, but often more direct tactics were
needed. The next year Mary McDowell was in Washington _lgbhy-
ing for a bill to provide a federal investigation of women and child-
ren in industry. She wrote to Anita McCormick Blaine, the dE‘l}.\gh- .
ter of Cyrus McCormick, asking her to get letters frurp “con-
servative employers who have good conditions and are willing to
have this significant subject of women in industry freed from con-
fusion.”” Again in 1912 when Allen T. Burns and Graham Taylor,
Jr., were coordinating a social work campaign fm: the passage pf a
bill in Cangress providing for an Industrial Relations Comimission,
they asked the settlement workers to get pointed letters addressed
to members of the congressional committee from labor leaders and

businessmen as well as from_social workers and university
professars.” o )
" Despite the realistic political tactics on the }ocal, state, an

national level, most settlement workers were disturbed by the

slow and haltin uamr&oﬁ.the}nattempts_tu_hjzmanm- i
tlm administrations were rarely reelected, and e

form Dills were oftén bypassed or 1 They talked sometimes
form bills were often bypassed or 1 ored. They talke
of the need of a great cause _tgg_q_i_t%ﬂocgl efforts. In 1912 whfeari
Roosevelt bolted the” Republican convention, & group of soc1d

workers led by Paul Kellogg and Henry Moskowitz were ready

i
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with a platform of industrial minimums. When the Progressive
party adaopted their platform, they convinced themselves that this
was the great cause for which they had been waiting. Primarily
because of the Progressive platform, Jane Addams, Raymond Rob-
ins, Henry Moskawitz, and many other young social workers
flocked to the new party and threw themselves into the political
campaign. They ¢ontributed to the religious enthusiasm; they also
“helped in the realistic task of organizing a new party.? Edward 7.
Devine of the New York Charity Organization Society could warn
that it was "the first political dmgl workers to be persis-
tently and aggressively non-partisan, to maintain such relations
with men of social good “will™in “all parties as will insure their
cooperation in specific measures for the promoting of the common
good.” But Jane Addams felt differently. “When the ideas and
measures we have long been advocating become part of a poljtical
campaign...would we not be the victims of a curicus self-con-
sclousness if we failed to follow them there?’ she asked.?! To Jane
Addams the settlement idea led inevitahly to political action even
on the national level, and there were a large number of settlement
waorkers who agreed with her,

Of course the Progressive campaign of 1912 seemed in some
ways more like a crusade than like politics, and the cellapse of the
Progressive party and the outbreak of World War I altered; 1f if did
not_end, the political interesis of the settlement workers. After
1914 there was a little less optimism, a little less confidence that
evils could be righted by gathering statistics. It was perhaps more
important that after 1914 settlement workers and other reformers
became more inferested in international affairs and a little less
concerned with domestic reform and politics. In the twenties it
was not so easy for settlement workers to have confidence in
reform, and.a new kind of social worker emerged who seemed to
be more conC¥ITEN With proressional status than with political
action. Something of the settlement workers' interest in political
reform, something of their realistic tactics remained, of course, in
the twenties and thirties, and something of that tradition survives
even today, but it was in the Progressive Era that settlement
workers were most concerned with political action—it was a con-
cern that developed from their experience.22 They could not always
agree among themselves, but if they tool the settlement idea
seriously, they became involved one way or another in politics;
first in the ward, then in the city, the state, and the nation.
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