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© M. Izady, 1992-2014 | Kurdish démographics in AD 2012

(Figures are estimates)

Sea RUSSIA

State Total
74.7m

Kurd No,
18.1m

State %
24.2%

% of Kurds
Sinope TURKEY 50.1%
IRAN 76.4m 7.87Tm 10.3% 21.8%

GEORGIA :
- Caspian IRAQ 33.3m 7.16m 215% 19.8%
Thilisi SYRIA 21.6m 1.92m 8.9% 5.5%

Other 2.8%.

Istanbul

Trabzon

~1m

Bursa ANKARA
m

Ardahan
L]

Remarks: From 1975 to 1981, a large number of Iragi Kurds became refugees in the neighboring countries. These hava largely
returned following the liberation of Iraq in 2003. Like the rest of the Iranian population, Kurds in that state are growing
extremely siowly, while the Iraqi Kurds are growing by leaps and bounds like the most of the rest of the iragis. In Turkey where
the far more economically advanced Turkish component of the Republic is approaching zero demographic growth, Kurds-the
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Distribution of Kurds in Middle East and Vicinity , AD 2012
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Kurds form the second largest ethnic group in Turkey (after the Turks) and Iraq (after the Shia). In Iran Kurds
form the third largest (after the Persians and the Azeris) while in Syria they are the fourth (after the F o AHRAIN
Sunni Arabs, Alawites and Christian Levantines)

Gulf

One of the fastest growing population groups in the Middle East, Kurds now total over 35 million people. SAUDI ARABIA 3
Traditionally, they form the fourth largest ethnic group in the entire Middle East after the Arabs, Persians and A . QATAR
Turks. Like their most other neighbors, the rate of annual increase among Kurds is dropping drastically. g

RIYADH . . ABUDHABI Gulf of Oman

Kurds in Rep. of Azerbaijan we expelled en masse from their home areas in Kelbajar and Lachin districts of []
Azerbaijan by the Armenian invading forces in 1991. Turkmenistan denies having any Kurds on its territory,
while Syria denies citizenship to about one-third of its Kurdish inhabitants, declaring them to be alien squatters

and not include them in its demographic censuses. By Dr Michael Izady at www.Gulf2000.Columbia.edu/maps.shtml A MUSCAT
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Kurdish demographics in AD 2012

[Figures are estimates)

State Total Fuird MNa. atate 5 “h of Kurds
TURKEY T4.7m 18.1m 24 X% 5O 1%
IRAN T6.4m 7.87Tm 10.3% 21.8%
IRAC +1.3m T.16m 21.5% 12.8%
ATRIA 21.6m 1.82m B.9% 3.5%
Other =1m 2 8%,

» Celkem: cca 30-35 milionu (mozna i vice, protoze je
problém s definici, ,kdo je Kurd")



Kdo jsou Kurdove? I

» Mytologie:

Zly asyrsky kral Zahhak kazdy den krmil hady, kteri mu
vyrustali z ramen mozky dvou mladych muzu. Kovar
Kaveh vzdy zabil jen jednoho a druhy mozek byl ovCi.
Prezivsi mladi muzi utekli do hor a zformovali armadu,
ktera Zahhaka porazila.

- fascinace horami, ,tvrdi a lepsi lide”...

» Etymologie slova nejasna, Sumerove — Zeme Karda,
3. tis. pr. n. 1.7

» Slovo Kurdistan prvne pouzili ve 12. stol. Seldzuci
jako geograficky termin



Kdo jsou Kurdoveé? II

» Zfejmé potomci jedné z vin indo-evr. kmenu
stehujicich se na zapad skrze Iran, cca 1500 pr. n. .

[V 4

» Kurd = obecné jakykoliv nomad zijici v Kurdistanu ©,
az od 19. stol. Kurd = prislusnik kmene mluvici
Kurdsky

» Jazyk:
Indoevropska jazykova skupina-iranska vetev (SZ), u
nékterych dialektu JZ (vliv perstiny)

» Silné zakoreneéna kmenova identita, nicméneé kmeny
nejsou homogenni...



Norani (cca 7 mil.) <
3) Hnéda — Gorani (cca 4 mil.)

4) Tmavé hnéda — Zazaki (1,5-4 mil.)
Zelena — smisené oblasti




Nabozenstvi
» VétSina sunnité (Skola $afi‘i)

Nicmene rozsirené praktiky lidoveho islamu (sufismu)
» Si‘ité (na tzemi iranu)
» Alevité (odnoz Si‘itskeho islamu s prvky sufismu)
» Ahl-i Haqq (synkretické nab.)

» Jezidé (synkretické nabozenstvi s prvky
mezopotamskych tradiCnich nab.)



Par poznamek o kurdské identité

» Tribalismus

Kmenove svazy, mensi kmeny, inkorporace ,ne-
kurdskych skupin®

Pravy Kurd = bojovnik a nomad, ale krome toho velka
skupina rolniku (rayaat) + méstské populace

» Nabozenstvi (sunnité, sufismus — ruzné tarigaty,
Alevite, si‘ite, Anl-i Haqq, Jezidi...)

» Jazyk — Kurmanci, Sorani, Gurani, Zazaki + dialekty

» Kdo je ,Kurd” se v Case meéni, fluidni identita...
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1) Osmanské obdobi pred rokem 1878 I

» ,Vzorec nominalniho podrizeni centralni vlade, at uz
perskeé, arabske Ci turecke, spolecne s usilovanim o
co nejvetsi politickou nezavislost se stalo hlavhim

tematem kurdského politickeho zivota.” (McDowall
2000: 21)

» Stabilita v regionu cca od 16. stoleti s ustalenim
hranice mezi PerSany a Osmany



1) Osmanské obdobi pred rokem 1878 II

» Kurdové jako zoldnéri, nastroj likvidace ,neposlusnych
Kmenu*

» Rozvoj emiratu umoznény také oslabenim osmanské
moci na zac. 19. stoleti (Osmane fakticky ztratili
Srbsko, Recko, ekonomicky upadek)

» Do r. 1850 konec emiratu

» Centralizaéni snahy OR 1839-1876 za sultana
Abdulmecida ., které zacaly reformami Tanzimat v r.
1839, ukonCily existence nezavislych kurdskych
emiratu
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Kurdish Independent Kingdoms and Autonomous Principalities circa 1835:

BABAN - Independent kingdom or principality and its approximate domain

Viceméné nezavislé kurdské
emiraty vr. 1835

ARDALAN - Autonomous vassal principalities and khanates
Rewanduz - Capital
Arbil - A major populous city
—— - International boundaries

——— - Boundaries of autonomous principality



2) 1878-1924

» Rebelie proti centralizacnim snaham Osmanske rise
— snaha viadnout misto panovat

» Eroze pozice kmenovych vudcu po konci ,doby
emiratu” po r. 1850 (ztratili prominentni pozici) a
jejich misto zaujali sejkoveé (j. primarné nabozensti,
nikoliv kmenovi lidri)

» Rebelie sejka Ubeydullaha v r. 1880

» Projekt kmenovych jizdnich oddild Hamidye z .
1891 (ty se pak ochotne podileli na genocidé
Arménu v roce 1915, ale i pfedtim na pogromech)

Hamidiye mély byt ,projevem* centralizace OR ©
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3) 1925-1961

4

Paradox nového Turecka — demograficka islamizace
vs. sekularizace

Kurdske kulturni vybory za WWI:
Serif Pasa prezentoval naroky Kurdu v Sevres 1920 s
podporou Britu: ,lokalni autonomie tam, kde kurdsky
element previada”
Rebelie Sejka Sayida v r. 1925 — nikoli projev
,2hacionalismu®, ale primarne snaha zachovat
nabozensko-kmenovou strukturu (centralizacni
snahy kemalistickeho Turecka)
DalSi rebelie — Turecky stat podezrivavy vuci
Kurdum a snazi se brojit proti tradiCni strukture (i
skrze paradoxni politizaci sunnitské kurdske identity)



4) 1961-1983

4

,Sekularizace kurdské otazky skrze socialismus”
(Yavuz 2001)

Rozvoj krajni levice (liberalni ustava 1961), divoka 70.
léta, ktera nakonec skoncila vojenskym pucem v r.
1980 a pak triletou vojenskou viadou

Kurdskou identitu formuji spiSe intelektualové nez
kmenovi a nabozensti vudci
Mix marxismu a kurdského nacionalismu

Argumentace skrze ekonomickou nerovnost mezi V a Z
zeme



S5) 1984 a dale

» 1978 zalozeni PKK (jedna z mnoha levicovych
skupin)
» ,(-..) byla to PKK, ktera ukoncila vzajemny vztah

mezi iIslamem, kmenem a nacionalismem ve
prospech nacionalisp -

» Urbanizace, migrace
(a presidlovani),
narust vzdelanosti

» PKK nabizi ,identitu
(kurdsky nacionalism
a ,spravedlnost® (socialiS

.....



Zakladni udaje o PKK

» ,PKK se nepodarilo vygenerovat lidovou podporu
mezi mnoha Kurdy, ale politizovala jejich vedomi."”
(Yavuz 2001: 12-13).

» Zalozena v roce 1978 levicovymi studenty z Ankary
jako marxisticka organizace s ambici vytvorit
jednotny kurdsky stat

» Lidr Abdullah Ocalan
» 1984 zahajuje ozbrojenou kampan




Ideova zakladna PKK

» Marxismus + kurdsky nacionalismus

» Likvidace tradi¢ni kmenové (a nabozenské) struktury
kurdské spolecnosti
Osobni preference Abdullaha Ocalana

» Snaha delegitimizovat tureckou statni ideologii
jakozto konstrukt



Role PKK pri formovani kurdského
nacionalismu I

» Snaha vytvorit ,spoleCnou kurdskou identitu®,
nadstavbu, ktera eliminuje tradicni kmenovou a
nabozenskou strukturu

» Mnoho sympatizantu mezi intelektualy, migranty do
mest — nabizi moznost ,nékam patfit"

» Mnoho sympatizantu mezi vykofenénou diasporou
(Casto se pfi odchodu ze zemé necitili jako Kurdové
a kurdsky se naucili az v cizing)



Role PKK pri formovani kurdského
nacionalismu II

» Politizace kurdské spole€nosti, nicméné PKK se
nepodarilo ziskat podporu mezi vSemi segmenty
kurdské spolecnosti

» Ostré vymezovani vuci nabozenstvi (sunnitum) i ve
svetle turecké snahy prosazovat spolecnou
(sunnitskou) identitu mezi Kurdy a Turky



Komplexni identita — pripadova studie
provincie Tunceli (Dersim)

» Misto, kde probehla posledni velka rebelie 1937-1938
pod vedenim Sejka Sayida Rizi
Rebelie tvrdé potlacena, etnické cCisteni...
Symbol pro kurdské nacionalisty
» Veétsina obyvatel hovori jazykem Zazaki, vyznanim jsou
Alevité a turecky stat je podporuje (80. leta)
» PKK tam nema vyraznou podporu, ac se snazila

» Sami obyvatelé se Casto vidi na prvnim miste jako Alevité
pak jako Zaza a nakonec jako Kurdove






Shrnuti

» ,Kurdsky nacionalismus se rozvinul ve 20. stoleti
jako nestatni etnicka reakce proti represivnimu
Joficialnimu statnimu nacionalismus” Turecka, Iraku,
Iranu a Syrie.“ (Glinter 2007: 15)

» Komplexni a fluidni identita:
Kmenova prislusnost

Nabozenstvi
Jazyk



PKK‘s Protracted War (1984-1999)

4

|dea of protracted popular revolutionary war (in classic
Mao Tse-tung's sense)

PKK fiercely fought all opposition groups among Kurds
First armed attacks on 15. 8. 1984 in Hakkari and Siirt

Context of the Cold War:

Inspiration by other ,revolutionary wars”
Direct support (e. g. camps in Beka‘a Valley, Soviet support)

Abdullah Ocalan‘s organization was expelled from Syria
in 1998 and Ocalan was captured in Kenya in 1999 (he is
currently serving life prison sentence but still has
considerable influence over organization)



Trial with Abdullah Ocalan in 1999 — a still God-like figure in the Kurdish movement



Wild 90s in the Southeast of Turkey

» Military-focused heavy-handed counterinsurgency strategy of
Turkish state (1984-1999)

» 1987-2002 OHAL (state of emergency, de facto ,military rule”
in the SE under the reign of ,supergovernor®):
Cca 3000 displaced villages (cca 3 million displaced)

Since 1985 — Village Guard System of ,loyal tribal militias® paid by
the state

91-94 more than 1000 deaths a year

Extrajudicial killings and ,dissapearances” in 90s (estimates go up
to 1000 executed in 1991-2001 — source: Human Rights
Association of Turkey)

1984-1999 in total around 3000 deaths

» Turkish (Kurdish) Hizbullah as a Proxy to counter PKK



OHAL (orange are ,neighbouring
provinces® added to the regime in 1994)




Casualties in the PKK-Turkish Conflict (1984-1999)

» Usually given number is more than
30 thousand deaths since 1984 to
capture Ocalan and declared cease-
fire in 1999

» Highest intensity of conflict 1992-95
with way over 1000 deaths a year



Renewed Insurgency (2004 onwards)

» 1999-04 unilateral ceasefire (by 1999, est. 30
thousand deaths)

» 2004 — renewed insurgency with several declared
cease-fires, last one declared in March 2013, ended
July/August 2015

» 2005 — nominal change of goals:

abandoning idea of national Kurdish state, instead
,2democratic republic, democratic autonomy, and
democratic confederalism” within existing boundaries

more or less making de facto state-units (cantons as we
see them in Kurdish areas Syria nowadays) with parallel

governance structures within existing states controlled by
the PKK




PKK in 2000s: Continuity through Breaks?

(based on Akkaya — Jongerden 2011)

>

>

Shock and retreat (1999), Impasse and Reconstruction (2000-
04), Back on the Stage (2005-)

March 2013 — PKK declares cease-fire, stalled negotiations
betwen PKK and government, renewed insurgency with an
,2urban accent” since August 2015, hot summer of 2015
brought hundreds of deaths

PKK abandoned idea of a ,united socialist Kurdistan®, now they
want local self-governance,or ,democratic confederalism® within
existing borders (effectively, it means creating de facto states,
parallel governance structures, e. g. now ,cantons” in Syria)

Akkaya — Jongerden (2011: 43):

»(...) PKK has neither abandoned the idea of a united Kurdistan nor its
efforts to accomplish radical political change in Turkey, but is trying to
accomplish these in a new way.”



Casualties of the PKK-Turkish State Conflict (2002-12

|

2004-2015, cca 10 thousand more deaths (total more than 40 thousand deat

€-C10¢
T-¢10¢
TT-T10C
6-1102
L1102
S-TT0Z
€-110¢
T-110¢
TT-010C
6-0T0¢C
£-010C
S-0102
€-0102
1-0102
T1-600C
6-600¢
£-600¢
S-600¢
€-600Z
T-6002
TT-800C
6-8002
£-8002
S-8002
€-800¢
T-800¢
T1-£00C
6-L00C
L-£002
§-£00Z
€-£002
T-L002
TT-900¢
6-900¢
£-900¢
S-900¢
€-9002
T-9002
T1-500C
6-500¢
£-500¢
S-500¢
€-5002
T-500¢

——

SU01393|3 TT0Z ||W.r

pauueq d1q v
aAnenIul IngeH —2
[ @8
J

suon2|3 600¢

C—
l

suonode|3 L00T =
q

J
| —

=
yosads uegdopsy —y
=i

TT-v00T
O
6-¥002
L-¥002
I S-¥00Z
suond9|3 $00T e

€-¥00C
T-¥00¢
TT-£00C
6-£00¢
£-£00¢
§-€00Z
€-€00¢

[ |
[
5U01393]3 Z00T > HM%MN

>~ 00:
- £-7002
* B c-z00z
£-2002
1-2002

120 -

100 -

80
60 -
4

2

3 Months Average

=0 Total Fatalities

Tezcur 2014 (KIVE Dataset)




PKK in Regional Constellation (2015)

3. Kurdish political scene after IS (2015)

LEGEND

Political group with armed forces

Institution

o Rivalry/animosity
- - = - Strategical or tactical relationship

s Strong relationship
~——~ National border

Us + -
COALITION

T - INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP 2015

International Crisis Group (2015: 33)



Dékuji za pozornost!
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