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HALRAN ERPRERN

Pioneers — were told to shout u_:w.:_., and clap our hands but
never to question what those words meant. And when I did, it
was too late. Brothers started to kill one another, and unity fell
apart, as if Yugoslavia were only part of a communist ?Q tale.
Perhaps it was. Nationalism as we are witnessing it now _:.ﬁrm
former USSR, former <cmom_m<i and Czechoslovakia is a

\%%V%@“anw of that fairy tale. And it is so for at least three reasons:
e Dk

ietysuit oppressed ethnic, national and religious beliefs,
permitting only class identification; and in the end, communist
leaders manipulated these beliefs, playing one nationality
against another to keep themselves in power for as long as they
could. Even if the price was war.

I have to admit that for me, as for many of my friends born
after World War II, beingsCreatrhas'no special meaning. Not
only was I educated to believe that the whole territory of ex-
Yugoslavia was my homeland, but because we could travel

while people of the Eastern-bloc countries

€

edwonlywinupeople’stheadss. Moreover, the youth
culture of 1968 mﬁocmrﬁ us even closer to the world through
rock music, demonstrations, movies, books and the English
language. We had so much in common with the West that in
fact we mentally belonged there.

Some of my foreign friends from that time cannot
understand that they and I have less and less in common now. |
am living in a country that has had six bloody months of war,

, #How can I explain to them that in this war
am-defined by .my nationality, and by it alone? There is
other &::m that is even harder to explain - the way the

arn
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imunist state never allowed development of a civil:

‘well as nationali-

and it is hard for them to understand that beingsCroat has

CIVERCOME Y MATIONIO
awareness of my nationality, because of my past, came to me in
a negative way. | had fought against treating nationality as a
main criterion by which to judge human beings; I tried to see
the people behind the label; | kept open the possibility of
dialogue with my friends and colleagues in Serbia even after all
telephone lines and roads had been cut off and one-third of
Croatia had been occupied and bombed. | resisted coming to
terms with the fact that in Croatia it is difficult to be the kind of
person who says, ‘Yes, [ am Croat, but . . .’

In the end, none of that helped me. Along with millions of
other Croats, [ was “: Wn@%ﬁv\%\ﬁ_ of :mc.Msrooa —not only
by outside pressure from Serbia and the Federal Army but by

ationabhomogenization'within'Croatiasitselfs That is what the
war is doing to us, Fediicinghisitorone dimension: the Nation.
The trouble with this nationhood, however, is that whereas
before, I was defined by my education, my job, my ideas, my

character — and, yes, my nationality too — now I feel stripped of \\.\\Q

all that. I am nobody because I am not a person any more. | am
wone of 4.5 million Croats.

I can only regret that awareness of my nationhood came to
me in the form of punishment of the nation I belong to, in the
form of death, destruction, suffering and — worst — fear of
dying. I feel as an orphan does, the war having robbed me of the
only real possession I had acquired in my life, my individuality.

But I am not in a position to choose any longer. Nor, I think,
is anyone else. Just as in the days of brotherhood-unity, there is
now another ideology ro_n::m people together, the ideology of
nationhood. It doesn’t matter if it is Croatian, Serbian, Czech,
Slovak, Georgian or Azerbaijani nationhood. What has
happened is that something people cherished as a part of their

woultural “identity> — an alternative to the all-embracing
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