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The Economic Crisis in the Shadow of Political Crisis: The Rise of Party
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1 Introduction

Ceska republika patiila po dlouhou dobu k zemim bez trvalejsi p¥itomnosti populistickych
politickych stran, navic vykazujici relativné vysokou miru stability stranického systému, ¢imz
se lisila od vétSiny zemi postkomunistické stiedni a vychodni Evropy. Od prvni poloviny 90.
let 1ze tak hovofit o stranickém systému s jednim hlavnim pravicovym pdlem tvorenym Civic
Democratic Party (ODS), hlavnim levicovym pdlem, tj. Czech Social Democratic party
(CSSD), dale stfedné velkou Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM) a malou
kiestansko demokratickou stranou (KDU-CSL). Tyto étyii politické strany byly dopliiovany
dalSimi menS$imi formace ptfevazné liberalni orientace. Poc¢inaje rokem 2010 lze nicméné
vysledovat rostouci nestabilitu ve volebni podpoie etablovanych a stran a nartst podpory
stran novych. Jedna se piredev§im o pravicovou TOP 09 a téz populistické strany, které v roce
2013 ziskaly dohromady vice nez ¢tvrtinu hlasi (see Table 1).

Table 1: Seat share in the Chamber of Deputies (1996-2013)

1996 1998 2002 2006 2010 2013
ODS 34 31.5 29 40.5 26.5 8
CSSD 30.5 37 35 37 28 25
KSCM 11 12 20.5 13 13 16.5
KDU-CSL 9 10 15.5 6.5 0 7
TOP 09 20.5 13
VvV 12

ANO 23.5
Dawn 7
Others 29 15.5 9.5 0 0 0

Data source: volby.cz
The aim of this chapter is to analyse the character and development of the discourse of these

newly successful populist political parties in the time of the economic crisis. Hlavnim



argumentem bude, ze to byla politicka a nikoli ekonomicka krize, kterd usnadnila vzestup
populistickych stran po roce 2008 a ktera zaujala kli¢ové misto v jejich diskursu.

In line with the theoretical framework of the project, we understand populism as combination
of the three main components, namely (1) people-centrism; (2) anti-elitism; (3) popular
sovereignty and proposals to restore popular sovereignty. Prezentované vysledky budou
zalozeny predevSim na kvalitativni analyze raznorodych datovych zdroji trojice
populistickych stran — Public Affairs (Véci verejné, VV), ANO 2011 (Alliance of Dissatisfied
Citizens or Yes in Czech, ANO) and Tomio Okamura's Dawn of Direct Democracy (Usvit
primé demokracie Tomia Okamury, henceforth as The Dawn). The data set used for analyzing
parties’ populist appeal comprises three types of sources: (1) the parties’ programs for the
2010 and 2013 elections to the Chamber of Deputies; (2) materials (articles, interviews) from

the parties” websites (www.veciverejne.cz, www.anobudelip.cz, www.hnutiusvit.cz) and their

leaders’ blogs; and (3) interviews with parties’ representatives in national newspapers and on
TV and radio, including their participation in TV debates (these materials were obtained from
the Anopress database). Moreover, for a quantitative assessment of the evolution of intensity
of populist discourse of Public Affairs over time, the party's journal Veci verejné (Public
Affairs) was used.

The chapter is divided as follows: the first section focuses on a very short description of
relevant populist parties prior to the eruption of the economic crisis in 2008. Néasleduje
kapitola vénujici se dopadu ekonomické krize v Ceské republice a kapitoly analyzujici

politickou krizi a diskurs ¢eskych populistickych stran.

2 Populist parties until 2008
Ceska republika nepatii k zemim s dlouhodob& wsp&$nymi populistickymi politickymi

stranami (see Figure 1 with electoral results of populist political parties). Jedinou vyjimku


http://www.veciverejne.cz/
http://www.anobudelip.cz/
http://www.hnutiusvit.cz/

dlouho pfedstavovalo The Association for the Republic — the Republican Party of
Czechoslovakia (Sdruzent pro republiku — Republikanska strana Ceskoslovenska, SPR-RSC),
ktera byva oznacovana jako krajné pravicova populisticka strana (Hanley 2013, Mare$ 2003,

Mudde 2007).

Figure 1: Combined electoral results of populist political parties
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1990 — 1998: SPR-RSC

2010-VV

2013 — ANO 2011 + The Dawn
SPR-RSC combined anti-communism, anti-establishment stances with xenophoby and even
racism in its discourse. (Sladek 1992, Sladek 1996, see also Mare§ 2005). Populisticka
rétorika strany byla zaloZend na kritice pomérli po paddu komunismu, pficemz se kriticky
vymezovala vii¢i vSem politickym stranam, hoviila o “sametovém podvodu” (pro prechod k
demokracii v Ceskoslovensku se vzil termin Sametova revoluce) a stavéla se do role jediného
skutecného obhdjce “obycejnych lidi”. In 1998, the party failed to win enough votes to stay
in Parliament and despite several attempts to “resuscitate” the party, SPR-RSC se nepodafilo
opétovné ziskat parlamentni zastoupeni. Zménu piinesly az volby v letech 2010, kdy uspély

VV a nésledné volby 2013, které ptinesly volebni uspéch ANO a The Dawn. Vzestupu
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stranického populismu pfitom piedchazela jak ekonomickd, tak predevsim politicka krize,

ktera — jak uvidime dale — zaujala v diskursu populistickych stran klicové misto.

3 Economic Crisis

Projevy ekonomické krize v Ceské republice lze povazovat za sice viditelné, ale ve srovnani s
daldimi evropskymi zemémi (pfedeviim Reckem, Spanélskem nebo Irskem) za relativné
mirné. Divody spoéivaly predeviim vtom, Ze se Ceské republiky netykal problém s
,hafouknutym* hypotecnim trhem a s tim spojeny umély boom stavebniho primyslu jako ve
Spanélsku nebo v Irsku apfes pomémné vysoké schodky statniho rozpoétu nedosahlo
zadluzeni Ceské republiky takové Girovné jako v jinym evropskych zemich.

Presto je tfeba konstatovat, ze predevSim diky vysoké mife otevienosti ekonomiky a jeji
zavislosti na exportu after several years of growth, the Czech economy slowed markedly in
2008, entering quite a sharp recession in the fourth quarter of 2008. Detailngjsi informace o
vyvoji ekonomiky ndm poskytnou indikatory definované v teoretické kapitole knihy: GDP
growth, unemployment rate, and general government gross debt as percentage of GDP (jejich

pramérné hodnoty v obdobi pted a po vypuknuti krize nabizi Table 2).

Table 2: Primérné hodnoty nezaméstnanosti, ristu GDP a vladniho dluhu k GDP (v %)

Pre-crisis (2001 Q1 — 2008 Q3) Post-crisis (2001 Q1 —2008 Q3)

GDP 1,05 -0,09
Unemployment 7,18 6,87
Debt to GDP 27,73 37,86

Data source: Eurostat

Ekonomicka piinesla pfinesla koncem roku 2008 vyrazny pokles GDP (Figure 2), ktery se
drzel v Cervenych Cislech, aby se po kratkodobém vzestupu, ktery nicméné nedosahl hodnot
rustu z piedkrizového obdobi, opétovné propadl.

Figure 2: GDP growth (2001 Q1 — 2013 Q2), quarterly
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Data source: Eurostat

Diusledkem propadu GDP byl nartst cyklické nezaméstnanosti. Jeji primérnd mira (méteno
ctvrtletne) byla sice v obdobi 2008 Q4 — 2013 Q2 mirné nizsi nez v predkrizovém obdobi,
nezaméstnanost pomérné rychle klesat z celkem vysokych hodnot dosahujicich v roce 2004
témet 9 % az na 4 % v poloviné roku 2008, podzim 2008 znamenal zacatek strmého nartistu
nezaméstnanosti vrcholiciho na zacatku roku 2010 (Figure 3).

Figure 3: Unemployment rate (2001 Q1 — 2013 Q2), quarterly, seasonally adjusted
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Dusledkem poklesu GDP, tedy mj. poklesu pfijmu z dani a s tim souvisejiciho narlstu
deficitu statniho rozpoctu byl vyrazny nartist vladniho dluhu zaznamenal v poméru k GDP
(Figure 4). Jeho primérnd vySe byla v pokrizovém obdobi vyrazné vyssi nez v obdobi pred
vypuknutim ekonomické recese, coz bylo dano strmym nartastem zadluzeni od druhé poloviny
roku 2008.

Souhrnné fte€eno, bezprostiedné po vypuknuti krize na podzim 2008 je patrnd razantni
negativni zména vSech tfi sledovanych indikator a jen velmi pozvolné ,,vzpamatovani se*
Ceské ekonomiky v dalSich letech, ktera se i v dobé konani voleb vroce 2013 nachazela

v situaci relativné vysoké nezaméstnanosti, propadu GDP a rostouciho vladniho dluhu.

Figure 4: General government gross debt (% to GDP) 2001-2012
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Ceska republika se tak i diky na exportu silné zavislé ekonomice nedokézala vyhnout
dopadiim hospodarské krize, byt’ ty nebyly tak intenzivni jako v piipad¢ nékterych dalSich
zemi EU. Ekonomickd krize se nicmén¢ logicky stala jednim z kli¢ovych témat kampané pred
parlamentni volbami v roce 2010 a téz — byt v mensi mife — v roce 2013. Pravicové strany

ptitom kladly diiraz pfedev§im na tsporné opatfeni a varovaly pted pfiliSnym zadluzenim (s



typickym odkazem na problémy Recka), naopak levicové strany chapaly jako hlavni recept na
ekonomické problémy Ceské republiky aktivngjsi roli statu a podporu investic (Eibl 2010,
Eibl 2014, Gregor, Mackova 2014). Ekonomicka situace nicméné nebyla tim jedinym, co

formovalo kontext voleb v roce 2010 a 2013.

4 Populist parties after 2008

4.1 ...a vazna politicka krize

What is very important for understanding he rise of the populist parties is that it took place in
the context of a deepening political crisis which roots can be traced at times before the
economic crisis hit the Czech Republic. Jadrem této krize byla ztrata davéry v politické
instituce a politické strany a jejich predstavitele zvlasté. Uvedené naznacuji i tfi indikatory
politické krize definované v teoretické casti této knihy.

Table 3: Indicators of political crisis

Satisfaction with democracy | Satisfied | Dissatisfied
2007 49,2 48,4
2012 30,3 67,7
Trust in the parliament Trust | Not trust
2007 16,1 80,7
2012 9,2 89
Party system change 2006 2010
Volatility 21,6 38,3

Data source: Eurostat, volby.cz, vlastni vypoCty

Mezi lety 2007 a 2012 doslo k vyraznému poklesu jak spokojenosti s fungovanim demokracie
v Ceské republice (z poloviny spokojenych na méné nez tfetinu), tak divéry v dolni komoru
parlamentu (ta v roce 2012 poklesla z 16% na necelych 9%!). Zaroven doSlo v roce 2010 ve
srovnani s rokem 2006 témét k dvojnasobnému nartstu volatility (Groven volatility v roce
2013 byla jen nepatrné nizsi — Havlik 2014). Politicka krize pfitom nevyrostla z krize

ekonomické, nebot’ k postupnému, ale vyraznému poklesu spokojenosti s politikou a



politickymi institucemi doslo jiz pied rokem 2008 (Linek 2010), tedy v dob¢ ekonomické
prosperity. Problémem bylo stale Castéj$i spojovani etablovanych politickych stran a jejich
predstavitelt s korupci, a to jak v ocich vefejnosti, tak v medidlnim diskursu. Negativni
percepce politickych instituci (a politiky obecné) byla posilena i chronickou nestabilitou vlad
(Havlik 2011), pficemz neziidka souvisela vratkd pozice vlady a eventualné jeji pad s
(podezienim z) korupce.

Jiz v ptipad¢ padu druhé vlady Véclava Klause v roce 1997 bylo bezprostiedni pticinou
netransparentni (pravdépodobné korupcni) financovani Obcanské demokratické strany
(Kopecek 2010), podobné v roce 2005 byl nucen podat demisi premiér Stanislav Gross kvili
ziejm¢ podvodnému zisku prostfedkti na nakup luxusniho bytu (zminény by mohly i dalsi
kauzy ukazujici na korupcni chovani pfedstavitelit politickych stran). Zménu v trendu
klesajici spokojenosti s politickou situaci (Linek 2010) nepfineslo ani obdobi po volbach v
roce 2006, kdy koali¢ni vlada Mirka Topolanka (ODS) ziskala divéru az po vice nez sedmi
mesicich (!) od voleb, a to jen diky dvéma poslancim socidlni demokracie, ktefi za
nevyjasnénych okolnosti podpofili vladu svého hlavniho ideového rivala (Foltyn, Havlik
2006). Zatimco v predchozich letech po volbach stoupla spokojenost s politickou situaci a
diavéra v politické instituce (Linek 2010), bezprosttedné po volbach v roce 2006 dosahla
rekordné nizké urovné. K chybéjici jasné vétSinové podpoie v parlamentu se ptidala
medializovand podezieni n¢kolika ¢lent vlady (ale i opozi¢nich politikll) z korupce. Stale
Castéji se zaCalo hovofit o systematickém prorastani businessu a politiky. Frekventovanym
terminem medialniho diskursu se stava slovo “kmotr” symbolizujici symbiozu politickych
stran a na stat “napojené¢ho” soukromého podnikani. Nékteti autofi hovoii v této souvislosti o
tzv. klientelistickych stranach (Klima 2013).

Slabou pozici vlady v parlamentu doplnily spory uvnitf koali¢nich stran, které vedly na jate

2009 nakonec k padu vlady (Havlik 2011). V parlamentnich demokraciich relativné bézna



situace se ale stala nikoli vyusténim viadni krize, ale jen dalsi etapou pokracujici krize divery
v politické instituce a politiku jako takovou. Politické strany se dohodly na vytvofeni
prechodné “Otfednické” vlady tvorené necleny politickych stran a vypsani piedéasnych voleb
(Hlousek, Kopegek 2012). Ustavni soud ale kvili udajné neustavnosti zkraceni volebniho
obdobi zrusil vypsané volby, coz vedlo i k faktickému prodlouzeni mandatu Gfednické vlady s
nizkou legitimitou a pokracovani Cinnosti fragmentovaného parlamentu, ktery byl fakticky
nucen dale fungovat, prestoZe nechtél (Balik 2011).

Vysledky voleb v roce 2010 odrazily nespokojenost volict s etablovanymi stranami: troven
volatility vyrazné ptesahla hodnoty z roku 2006 a vyrovnala hodnoty z doby formovani
ceského stranického systému na zacatku 90. let (srov. Havlik 2014). Vyznamné oslabily
predevsim oba dlouhodobé hlavni poly stranického systému ODS a CSSD (zatimco v roce
2006 ziskaly dvé¢ tretiny hlast, v roce 2010 to bylo jen o néco vice nez 40 % - Haughton et al.
2011). Naopak nové ziskaly parlamentni zastoupeni mimo jiné VV, které postavily svoji

kampan predev§im na tématu boje s korupci a kritice etablovanych politickych stran.

4.1.1 Proti politickym dinosaurim — diskurs Public Affairs

The Public Affairs party was established in 2001, at that time as a local civic association in
Prague focused on issues to do with local politics in Prague. However, in June 2009 the party
announced that it would compete in the early election of the Chamber of Deputies with Radek
John, a popular former writer and investigative journalist, as the election leader of the party.
Faktickym piedsedou strany byl ale podnikatel Vit Barta, coz se pozd¢ji ukazalo z hlediska
dalsiho fungovani VV jako osudné (Hlousek 2012, Kmenta 2011). The party was eventually
successful in the election with 10.9% of the vote and 24 seats in the lower Chamber and

finally gained a spot in the new centre-right government.



Before the election, the party set an extensive campaign into motion based on combination of
a strong anti-establishment appeal, direct democracy and anti-corruption slogans, but without
targeting any particular social group (Matuskova 2010). Hlavnim volebnim sloganem VV byl
“Konec politickych dinosaurt”, které predseda strany John defined as:
“someone who has been in politics for more than ten years, can’t do anything other than
politics, understands it as his trade and starts to do deals. (...) It’s someone who’s lost
touch with reality and ceases to be useful.” (Pravo 2009)
“Dinosaurs” were also a central theme of the party’s TV spot, in which John drew a dinosaur,
with an accompanying commentary making the “dinosaurs” responsible for deterioration,
both in the economy and elsewhere:
“They’re everywhere. They invade the space of every one of us. Corruption. National
debts. Parasitism. Low-quality education. Shameful pensions. The dinosaurs of years
past.” (VV 2010b).
VV v tomto ohledu nerozliSovaly mezi etablovanymi stranami, jejichz piedstavitelé byli
vidéni jako homogenni entita neschopnych politikti odpovédnych za ipadek Ceské republiky.
Klicovym prvkem antiestablishmentového apelu VV bylo pfitom téma korupce. VV vénovaly
ve svém programu korupci nejvice prostoru ze vSech politickych stran, které ziskaly
parlamentni zastoupeni (Manifesto Project Main Dataset 2013, srov. Eibl 2010). Politici
etablovanych stran ptitom byli vinéni predevsim ze zneuzivani prostiedkl z public tenders:

“Thieves (politicians — V.H.) need darkness so no one sees what they steal... They’re just

assholes who have to play games with public funds.” (Mlada fronta Dnes, 8/2/2010).

“And then there are all these backhanders flying around, for the Gripens [fighter jets], for
the Pandurs [armoured personal carriers]. And the army contracts for other weapons,
overpriced over the last three years to the tune of fourteen billion (...) So we’ve lost an

enormous amount of money here and it’s the parliamentary parties who are to blame. Let
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the gentlemen work out which one of them is specifically responsible for this.”

(Frekvence 1 2010).
Predstavitelé VV kritizovali zvlast¢ obé velké politické strany, které¢ vinili z korupce a
neschopnosti efektivné vladnout zemi, pricemz je povazovali je za nezménitelné. As a future
party vice-chairman, Vit Barta, stated:

“The large parties are either incorrigible or could be reformed only with difficulty. They

have led to a democracy of robber barons who hold some regions of the country under

their control and even influence several political parties at the same time” (MF Dnes,

7/5/2010).
VV rejected its possible participation with “political dinosaurs” in the government (Ceska
televize 2010a). Nevertheless, in light of the election results, hoping to participate on the
formation of the new government and after the goverment was formed in particular, VV
softened its expressions concerning the established parties, and claimed that it is the voters
who have the decisive say over who is (and is not) a “political dinosaur” (Cesky rozhlas
2010b). In other words, VV sought to open the door for cooperation with any parliamentary
political party (see below for a more detailed assessment of the intensity of populism in the
discourse of the party after entering the government).
VV’s representatives regularly pitted the decision-making of political parties against the
voter’s will. Consequently, VV proposed a greater emphasis on direct democracy and more
direct elections as its chief recipe to remedy the allegedly bleak state of Czech politics. The
party proposed that a law on general referendum should be adopted, and that the pool of
directly elected public offices should include the president, regional governors, and mayors.
(VV 2010a: 5) The emphasis put on direct democracy is apparent from the very first sentence
of the party programme for the 2010 election of the Chamber of Deputies:

“The Public Affairs intend to transform the present political (non-)culture through a

greater involvement of citizens in the decision-making (...)” (VV 2010a: 5).
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The party called itself a “Party of direct democracy”, and the chairman — Radek John —
described the principles of direct democracy as a “common-sense model” (Cesky rozhlas
2009b). Moreover, the party sought to differentiate itself from others in terms of intra-party
governance:

“We are for the direct election of party chairmen, as this will clean things up (...) Let

people decide and let’s make this grow from the bottom up. People are not stupid.”

(Prima TV 2009).
Therefore, the principles of direct democracy were implemented concerned decision-making
within VV itself. In addition to its members, the party also recognised its registered
supporters, the so-called Veéckari (the “Vs”), who could register on the party’s website. Party
regulations adopted in June 2009 granted a key position to these supporters, in terms of
deciding on party leadership and its election candidates (VV 2009b). Registered supporters
could also decide, by means of intra-party referenda, the party’s stance on selected issues.
Referring to the results of certain referenda within his party, John opined:

“It seems to me that voters are brilliant and this is how I imagine a cultivated nation. In

my view they’re more cultured than MPs.” (VV 2009a).
Populisticky apel pfitom do znacné miry nahrazoval v profilu strany nékterou z full
ideologies. Although the party presented itself as a centre-right challenger to the established
political parties inicially, its rhetorics related to its own ideological orientation changed and
the representatives of the party positioned the party in the “centre” or avoided to position the
party in the left-right space at all. As John said:

“... the ideology is totally empty. The right-left perception is so last century. And

we say: we are a centrist party with clever solutions” (Ceska televize 2010a)

“We don’t want to move left or right, we want to move forward” (Pokorny 2010).
Vit Barta spoke in similar terms and connected the refusal to view politics in terms of the left

and right with the party’s anti-establishment appeal:
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“The classic sign of a political dinosaur is a strict right-left view of society. (...)

There is also a centrist ideology, the ideology of correct solutions. That’s what I

believe in.” (Mlada fronta Dnes, 7/5/2010).
Instead of clear ideological arguments, party representatives emphasized common sense as the
leading principle behind the party’s program. John repeatedly described a vote for the party’s
candidates to the Chamber of Deputies as “votes for common sense” (Frekvence 1 2010). He
rejected the idea that his party’s promotion of direct democracy was somehow leftist; instead
he described direct democracy as “centrist common sense” (Cesky rozhlas 2009b).
Ptes zietelnou dominanci témat spojenych s politickou krizi, diskurs VV reagoval 1 na dopady
ekonomické krize. In its program and in statements by party officials it warned of the Czech
Republic’s rising debt, and made capping it a priority (Ceska televize 2010a, Instinkt 2010,
VV 2009a); it was even a condition for the VV’s potential participation in a coalition
government (Cesky rozhlas 2010a). The VV repeatedly demanded austerity measures, and
pointing to the alleged threat of state bankruptcy:

“we demand an end to the money squandering. During the good times, when there was

money, unfortunately nothing was set aside; and at this moment every citizen of the

Czech Republic has a debt of 108 thousand crowns. (...) each one of our grandchildren

will eventually owe 500 thousand crowns” (Cesky rozhlas 2009b).

Nevertheless, ekonomické témata nebyla pro diskurs strany kli¢ova a ve volebnim programu
mu vénovala nejméné prostoru ze vSech politickych stran, které nasledné ziskaly parlamentni
zastoupeni (Eibl 2010). What is more important, the VV’s references to the economic crisis
were often subordinated to anti-establishment rhetoric of the party since the party linked the
economic crisis and rising public debt to the issue of corruption. By curtailing corruption in

public tenders, savings could be made in the budget, the party argued. As Radek John said:
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“at this moment we need to solve a very practical issue, namely the fact that there’s an

awful lot of stealing going on here; a third of it is stolen money, a third of the state

budget” (Cesky rozhlas 2009a).
Ekonomicka krize tak nebyla tématem, kolem kterého by se formoval diskurs VV.
Ekonomicka témata sice byla v diskursu strany pfitomna, ale sehravala sekundarni roli a
velmi Casto byla vyuzita v ramco anti-establishmentového apelu VV a spojovana s tématem
nutnosti boje proti korupci.
As mentioned above, the populist discourse of the party underwent significant changes after
the party had entered the governemnt. In order to demonstrate this trend in a quantitative way,
the content of the journal Véci verejné, which was published by the party between January
2009 and February 2012, was analyzed. Each article published in the journal (including the
main slogan on the cover page) were included into analysis (N = 287). Based on qualitative
interpretative assessment, three elements of populism (people centrism reffering to
representation of the people as homogeneous entity and/or supremacy of the people, anti-
establishment appeal as denigration of political elites in general and calls for strengthening of
popular sovereignty) were spotted in the articles and their presence coded as “1”. Therefore,
each article could reach value “3” at maximum in case all three elements were identified in
the text and value “0” in case the article was “populism-free”. In order to assess the
development of the role of populism in the discourse of the party over the time, we analysed

the level of populism in each issue of the journal (N = 20) — see Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Overall level of populism in the discourse of Public Affairs
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Source: author

The two peaks demonstrating the highest level of populism refer to the period just preceding
both the planned and then cancelled early election in 2009 and the election which actually
took place in May 2010. Moreover, populist rhetorics of the party almost dissapeared from the
VV discourse after it entered the government. This difference in the intensity of populism
(almost five times lower in the incumbency period) is clearly demonstrated in the Table 3.
The steepest decline could be indentified in the anti-establishment component of the
discourse. Therefore, the hypothesis on decline of populism in relation to governemnt

participation set in the theoretical chapter of the book can be verified in the case of VV.

Table 4: Populist appeals in the discourse of the Public Affairs party before and after in
entered the government

Pre-government period Incumbency

Overall 0,72 0,15
People-centrism 0,15 0,04
Anti-establishmet appeal 0,35 0,04
Sovereignty of the people 0,22 0,08
Source: author

N =287
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4.2 Politicka krize — version 2.0

Obdobi po volbach 2010 nepiineslo vyznamnéjsi zvrat ve vnimani politiky. The starting
position of the Petr Necas centre-right government was better (118 deputies out of 200) in
comparison to what Topolanek government had to work with. However, the government was
seriously weakened by ongoing conflicts within the governing coalition (Hlousek 2012), and
by several corruption affairs. Divéru v politiku oslabilo vyznamné zveifejnéni interniho
dokumentu VV, ze kter¢ho bylo patrné, ze strana stavéjici svoji volebni kampaii na boji proti
korupci méla poslouzit ptedev§im jako prostiedek pro zvySeni podilu Bartovy bezpecnostni
agentury na vefejnych zakazkach. Podobny ucinek mélo obvinéni Barty z uplaceni poslancii
svého poslaneckého klubu s cilem zajistit si jejich poslusnost (Kmenta 2011). Nasledné
spekulace o tdajném planovaném vnitrostranickém puci “korumpovanych” poslancii ve
spolupraci s ODS a TOP 09 vedlo k rozstépeni VV, odchodu radikélnéji orientované frakce z
vlady a k vyraznému oslabeni kabinetu, ktery i diky sporim uvnitf ODS kvili udajné
nedostate¢né pravicovosti vladni politiky finally found itself without a secure majority in the
Chamber of Deputies (Hlousek 2012).

The government’s weakened position showed most clearly in the vote on changing the tax
code, which for the first time failed to pass because of opposition by “rebels” from the ODS.
Before a repeat of the vote two months later the “rebels” resigned their parliamentary
mandates and were replaced by more loyal party colleagues. Later it came out that the
resigning deputies would be named to the boards of directors of state-run companies. This
became one of the reasons for a police raid on the Office of the Government in the spring of
2013, and the subsequent charging of premier Necas and the rebel deputies with corruption.
The premier was forced to resign under pressure, which brought down the entire government.

The political crisis was prolonged by President Milo§ Zeman when he refused to appoint a
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representative of ODS as the new Prime Minister even though the new government had the
declared support of a majority in the Chamber of Deputies. Instead, Zeman appointed the
former minister of finance in his past government as the new Prime Minister. However, the
government did not win the vote of confidence. As a consequence, the Chamber of Deputies
voted to dissolve itself. Elections were then scheduled for the end of October 2013 which
meant the longest period in the Czech history both with a cabinet without a clear legimity (but
still making some important decisions), and with a dissolved Parliament.

As in 2006-2010, the repeated corruption affairs and government instability led to another
drop of trust to the Parliament and to drop of satisfaction with political situation to a historical
minimum. V obdobi po odchodu ¢asti VV z vlady bylo v priméru spokojenost s politickou
situaci 5% populace, pticemz Poslanecké snémovné divérovalo v priiméru jen 12 % populace
(Kunstat 2012, Kunstat 2013) . Consequently, conditions for the rise of populist parties
critical of the existing political establishment were before the 2013 general elections even
more favourable than three years ago. As a result, the election results brought the biggest
success of two populist parties that reflected in their discourse the growing dissatisfaction

with politics and the established political parties.

4.2.1 Nejsme jako politici, makame — diskurs ANO 2011

In November 2011 a bilionaire of Slovak origin amd owner of the biggest agro-chemical
company in the Czech Republic, Andrej Babis, released a document entitled ‘Action of
Dissatisfied Citizens’, in which he criticized the existing situation in Czech politics and the
politicians, calling on citizens to take part in their own initiative towards “a more just society,
and a functional state of laws.” (ANO 2011 2011). Iniciativa se stala zdkladem politického

hnuti ANO 2011 které rolled out a very intensive election campaign before the 2013 election
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and finished with 18.65 % of the vote and 47 out of 200 mandates. ANO finally became part
of the new government alongside with CSSD and KDU-CSL.
The discourse of the party combined a very strong anti-establishment appeal but differing to
some extent from the discourse VV applied before the 2010 election. The cornerstone of ANO
anti-establishment rhetorics was a contrast constructed between practice typical for running
companies symbolized by successful businessman Andrej Babi§ and an allegedly non-
functional, spendthrift and corruption-ridden state (run by the current set of politicians):
“[TJmenuji se Andrej Babis. V Cesku zaméstnavam ve svych firmach tisice lidi, platim
stovky milionii korun na danich a jsem naStvany stejn¢ jako vy. NaStvany proto, Ze
politici nasi zemi od revoluce nejenze neumé¢ji fidit, ale ptihlizeji jejimu rozkradéni. Jsem
naStvany, ze zijeme v nefunk¢nim staté. [...] since the revolution not only are they unable

to govern our country, but they watch it being looted. I am outraged that we live in a non-

functional state” (ANO 2011 2011).

vvvvvv

Ceska, dosud neuspéli. Volime stale stejné lidi, ktefi kvali vlastnimu prospéchu pouze

slibuji a 1zou. Zadné vysledky za nimi ale vidét nejsou. Neni ted” koneéné &as na to, aby

do ceské politiky pfiSel nékdo, komu se vétit da? Neni Cas na to, aby do politiky pfisli

lidé se zkuSenostmi, ktefi uz maji néco za sebou a je za nimi vidét skutecné prace? Neni

¢as na to, abychom se kone¢né vsichni méli lip?” (ANO 2011 2013)
The preference of effective business environment as the chief recipe for politics and public
administration was reflected in the slogan “I will run the state like a business” ANO took into
the parliamentary elections, later replaced by “The state should run a good household”. The
election slogan “We are not like politicians, we work hard“ also illustrates clearly the
dichotomy constructed in the ANO discourse between ,incompetent™ politicians of the
established parties and the representatives of ANO (Babis in particular), successful in “real*

life. As an alternative to the politics of intrigue and pointless conflict, ANO promised to “run
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the state simply, effectively — using common sense” (ANO 2011 2012). The movement spoke
of the “corrupt system of political parties” (ANO 2011 2013b), which it framed by economic
argumentation and set against Babi§'s own ability to manage a large business. ANO 2011
presented politicians and politics, as compared to the “real world”, as something negative, a
realm serving only the personal interests of politicians and the interest groups connected to
them:

“Politicians do not work to make things better for everybody, but for their own hunger
after power, and the interests of the influential groups that placed them into office and at

the top of their candidate lists” (ANO 2011 2013Db).
What is important is that the movements’s anti-establishment appeal was not focused on one
or more specific parties, but against but practically every relevant political party which were
blamed for the bad situation of the Czech Republic:
“And the politicians bicker [while the situation in the Czech Republic worsens].
[Chairmen of the governing parties] Necas and Kalousek between one another in the
coalition; and Barta with all of them. Sobotka [the Social Democrat chairman] battles
with party colleague Hasek [the Social Democrats’ vice-chairman], while [President]
Zeman and [former Social Democrat chairman] Paroubek try to get their parties into
parliament on a single motivation: to get revenge on the CSSD. Mrs. Bobosikova with
Mach and Batora [representatives of small parties] advance the further political career of
Mr. President [V. Klaus], while the lobbyists chuckle. (...) And President Klaus reigns
over all of this and says the corruption is no worse than in the countries around us, and
demands hard data.” (ANO 2011 2011).
Podobné jako v ptipad€é V'V, anti-establishmentova rétorika dominovala diskursu ANO a to i

v pripadé¢ odkazi na ekonomickou krizi, které byly rovnéz v diskursu ANO ptitomny.

Zhorsena ekonomicka situace Ceské republiky tak poslouzila jen jako daldi piileZitost pro
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kritiku etablovanych politickych stran a vlady, a to zejména v kontextu rostouciho vetejného
dluhu Ceské republiky.:
“Our country didn’t used to be in debt; on the contrary, others were in debt to us. It was
not systematically robbed by nameless mafia groups, and people whose names nobody
knows and who hide behind the masks of inept politicians.” (ANO 2011 2013b)

Kritizovan byl ze strany Babise piedevsim Miroslav Kalousek, minister of finance in 2007-
2013 “[who] has no idea what finance is” and “does everything wrong, everything
backwards” (Lidovky 2013b). Babis repeatedly criticized the government’s austerity policies,
and emphasized the need for investment in a time of economic recession (Mladé fronta Dnes,
5/10/2013). The prescription for the relatively high unemployment rate was “to do the
opposite of what the previous governments have done” (APRI 2014).
Diskurs ANO se nicméné 1isil od rétoriky VV a The Dawn (see bellow) v tom, ze the strong
anti-establishment message of ANO never went along with strong emphasis on the need to
restore popular sovereignty despite the fact that the founding version of the initiative
emphasized broader participation by citizens, who were to

“submit their ideas on how our public administration and economy should work,

and nominate trustworthy and recognized figures from economic and social life to

implement this project” (ANO 2011 2011)
Babis, referring to the broad movements that emerged at the time communism fell, said that
he had founded ANO as a “civic forum for the future” (Ceska televize 2013a). But later the
role of “the people” faded into the background, and was limited to occasional mentions of
elements of direct democracy. Problémy Ceské republiky nemély byt dle ANO feseny
prostiednictvim $irSiho zavadéni prvkl pfimé demokracie, ale kompetentnimi odborniky na
kandidatkach ANO v ¢ele s Andrejem BabiSem.
Populisticky apel effectively replaced a clearer profile of the movement in terms of party

families or left-right division. S tim koresponduje i podil valen¢nich vyroka (oproti tém
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pozi¢nim) ve volebnim programu ANO, ktery byl nejvyssi ze vSech parlamentnich stran (Eibl
2014). V ideologické nejasnosti tak bylo ANO do zna¢né miry podobné VV nebo The Dawn.
[lustrativni jsou v tomto kontextu slova Andrej Babis:
“There 1s no such thing as right and left. In the Czech Republic we have
completely different categories. On one side are the current parties and current

politicians, and on the other side are the voters.” (Babis 2013).

ANO ve svém diskursu pfed volbami v roce 2013 umné vyuZzilo prohlubujici se politické
krize a zalozil svllj diskurs na populistickém apelu se silnym anti-establishment apelem.
Klicovym momentem rétoriky hnuti byla dichotomie mezi neefektivnim a zkorumpovanym
prostiedim ceské politiky reprezentovanym etablovanymi politickymi stranami a efektivnim
svétem soukromého podnikdni symbolizovanym UspéSnym podnikatelem Babisem.
Ekonomické krize nebyla nejviditelnéjsSim momentem rétoriky hnuti, resp. stala se soucasti
anti-establishmentové dimenze diskursu ANO. Na rozdil od VV a the Dawn, pro ANO nebyl
prilis dulezité rozsSifovani ndastroji pifimé demokracie a vétSiho zapojeni obcand do

rozhodovani.

4.2.2 Konec demo-demokracie — diskurs Usvitu pfimé demokracie Tomia Okamury

The Dawn was founded by Czech-Japanese businessman Tomio Okamura, owner of a
business importing Japanese food and a travel agency. Okamura had been publicly known in
the past as head of a Czech travel agency association. He has written several books, some
(Cesky sen — The Czech Dream and Uméni it — The Art of Living) published even before he
entered politics.' In 2012 Okamura was elected to the Senate (the upper house of parliament)

and wanted to run in the historic first direct presidential elections in January 2013, but the

' Not to mention several books on Japanese cuisine.
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interior ministry barred his candidacy for having an insufficient number of valid petition
signatures. Despite the fact that the movement was registered just several months before the
2013 general election, it was able to gain 6.9% of votes and 14 seats out of 200. Strong anti-
establishment rhetorics and Okamura's principal rejection to participate in any governing
coalition left the movement in opposition.
The movement’s program and Okamura’s rhetoric were a mix of calls for direct democracy,
criticism of existing elites, and at the time of the 2013 election just occasional anti-immigrant
and anti-Roma statements (xenophobic stance against the “maladjusted immigrants and
religious fanatics” became the crucial part of the campaign of the movement before the 2014
EP election).
Klicovym prvkem diskursu The Dawn byl diraz kladeny na piimou demokracii jako
systému Ceské republiky, tedy konkrétné zastupitelska parlamentni demokracie ve spojeni s
pomérnym volebnim systémem, bylo totiz Okamurou chapano jako hlavni vinik politické
krize. Pfim4 demokracie méla byt dale doplnéna reformou volebniho systému (zavedeni
vétSinového volebniho systému v jednomandatovych obvodech), moznosti odvolavat politiky
z ufadu, jejich hmotnou odpovédnosti a zavedenim prezidentského systému. Pouze model
pfimé demokracie byl chapan jako skutecna demokracie (naopak stavajici stav
charakterizoval Okamura jako “demo-democracy ruled by godfather-like party mafias”
(Okamura 2013Db):
“Stavajici politicky systém se ukdzal jako absolutn¢ neschopny fesit zasadni
problémy na$i zemé&. A to proto, Ze je to on, kdo je vytvai. Politicky systém
zalozeny na kSeftech s moci a vefejnymi penézi se vyCerpal. [...]Je tfeba zménit Gstavu.
Zavést piimou volitelnost a odvolatelnost vSech zastupiteld od starosty po prezidenta.
0ddélit moc zakonodarnou od moci exekutivni. Aby vlady byly stabilni a nezavisely na

politickych kseftech. V praxi to znamend, Ze parlament by pfijimal zadkony a prezident
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sestavuje vladu. A vSichni jsou piimo odpovédni voli¢lim, ktefi je mohou v referendu
odvolat* (Okamura 2013b)

Stavajici systém je nemocny od zakladu — systém pomérného volebniho systému nedovoli
sestavovat silné vlady — vlady musi korumpovat jednotlivé koali¢ni strany, musi
korumpovat poslance, musi podplacet i volice. Stavajici systém neni skute¢na demokracie
— politologové to nazyvaji oligarchii — vladou skupiny mocnych. V naSem pfipadé to je
vlada velkych megafirem, kmotrl a jejich nastrojem jsou pak jednotlivé strany. (Okamura
2013a)

In advocating direct democracy, The Dawn emphasized the element of responsibility and the
necessary checks on politicians, and presented the contrasting picture of incompetent elites

versus the sensible people. As The Dawn’s leader said’

“We don’t trust the elites who tell us we are too stupid to govern ourselves. I don’t know
anyone so stupid who would let so much of the public property as our chosen ones have
managed to do.” (Okamura 2013Db).

“Az budou politici placat nesmysly o populismu a o tom, ze lidé budou chtit tfeba zrusit
dang, tak opét praxe ze zemi, kde funguji neomezena referenda, ukazuje, ze to tak vitbec
neni. Ono to je dokonce naopak. Vsichni se chovaji zodpovédnéji. Diky tomu, ze se
vSichni svym zplisobem podili na vladé, daleko vice a hloubéji problémy diskutuji, vice
se zajimaji o vefejny zivot a vSichni - obc¢ané i politici - citi ke své zemi, kraji, ¢i obci
vétsi odpoveédnost a loajalitu. Je to pfesny opak soucasného stavu, kdy lidé vedi, Ze nic
nezméni, a tak na vefejné problémy rezignuji, nebo na né nadédvaji. Neni hloupé&jsi
argument takzvané demokratického politika, nez Ze si lidé odhlasuji n&jakou blbost.*
(Okamura 2013c).

The key role of direct democracy and greater citizens® involvement into decision-making for
the movement was confirmed during negotiations over support for the new coalition’s vote of

confidence in parliament. Dawn’s leader repeatedly declared that:
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“I support and will allow to function any government that helps us pass a law on a general

referendum without exception, so that the voices of the Czech Republic’s citizens become

the ultimate voice.” (Lidovky.cz 2013).
Dilezitou soucasti diskursu The Dawn byl anti-establishmentovy apel nerozliSujici
piedstavitele vladnich a opozi¢nich stran, ale kritizujici obecné stavajici politickou
reprezentaci. In one pre-election interview Okamura explained The Dawn’s candidacy by
saying he wanted to curb “thievery, fraudsters, and the political-economic mafia” (Ceska
televize 2013b). On another occasion he labeled the politicians from the CSSD, ODS, TOP 09
and KDU-CSL as “do-nothings and mouth-runners” (Usvit 2013b). As expressed by later MP
Radim Fiala:

“After twenty years we see a plundered country led by a select elite of godfathers who

run the country without regard to who its real masters are — without regard to its citizens.”

(Usvit 2013a).
The discourse of the the Dawn was similar to that one of VV in the sense of its emphasis put
on direct democracy seen as the chief recipe for all problems in the Czech Republic.
However, the Dawn differs by absence of a clear and complex policy programme and because
of its anti-Roma stances which was not an issue for the Public Affairs party at all:

‘V Ceské republice jsou nejvétsim "multikulturnim” problémem zfejmé Romové. At mi

odpusti ti, kterych se to netyka, ale velka Cast je prosté pro spolecnost obrovska pritéz.

Podivejte se do véznic, kojeneckych ustavii nebo détskych domovi - kazdy hned pozna,

ze Romd tu je nasobné vic, nez by odpovidalo jejich podilu oproti bilé vétsing. Pocet

Romil ve spolecnosti roste, ale imérné¢ tomu se nezvysuje jejich podil na tvorbé

spole¢ného bohatstvi. Naopak.” (Okamura 2013d)

,Mili Romaci, chcete, aby vas Ce$i méli radi? Chovejte se jednoduse tak, aby vasi

sousedé byli st'astni, Ze vas vedle sebe maji. Pomahejte jim. Vecer nehlucte a udrzujte své

okoli Cisté. Pfestante krast, pfepadat... Zdaleka se vyhnéte hernam a hledejte praci.

(Okamura 2013¢).
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Negativni postoj k romské mensiné (a téz k imigrantim) pfiblizil The Dawn k Sladkovym
republikdniim z 90. let a na rozdil od ANO a VV k rodiné populist radical right parties
(Mudde 2007). Na druhou stranu, pifed 2013 general election nesehravaly tyto postoje v
diskursu Usvitu rozhodujici roli. Podobné ani ekonomicka témata nebyla pro Usvit urujici.
Pfedseda The Dawn opakované zdlraziioval moralni dimenzi, kterou chapal jako tu
korupce:
Je to hlavné chybéjici moralka, chybéjici sluSnost, poctivost a odpovédnost k
druhym. Je nesmysl tvafit se Ze to, co potfebujeme, je rust HDP, rlst produkce ¢i
rust ¢ehokoli dalSiho. Potfebujeme byt Stastni. Potfebujeme se citit bezpecni —
kazdy z nés se chce citit bezpecny pted bidou, pied hladem, pfed mrazem, pted
nasilim, pfed nespravedlnosti. Chceme zit spokojené. Tohle absolutné nesouvisi s
Cisly o hrubém domdacim produktu. To, jak se citime, souvisi se stavem
spoleénosti - nakolik jsme ve své zemi $tastni a spokojeni. Stésti je stav lidské
duse. Nijak neroste s pfijmem, ale nici ho nejistota a strach. (Okamura 2013)
Téma ekonomické krize tak byla stejn¢ jako v ptipadé ANO nebo VV podiazena populistické
rétorice, kdy Usvit blamed the other political parties on both the right and left whose
“false games have led our republic into a vicious circle of economic crises, deep
indebtedness, and high taxes” (Usvit 2013c). and [the bad economic situation was seen
as] “the result of a failure of the political system created in the Czech Republic after the
era of totalitarianism.” (Usvit 2013d)
Similarly, in his book The Art of Governing, Okamura blamed the Czech Republic’s growing
indebtedness on

“robbery under the governments of the right” [and] “wasteful management under the left”

(Okamura 2011: 64).
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To conclude, centralnim prvkem diskursu The Dawn reagujiciho na politickou krizi byla
kritika stavajiciho establishmentu. Na rozdil od ANO a podobn¢ jako VV, ale jesté ve vétsi
intenzit¢ kladl The Dawn diiraz na reformu politického systému s klicovou roli pifimé
demokracie. Ta by se méla dle The Dawn stat “zdzraénym” lékem na vSechny spolecenské
problémy. Soucasti populistického apelu hnuti bylo téz obvinovani politickych elit ze
Spatného stavu Ceské ekonomiky, nicméné ekonomicka témata nebyla pro Okamurovo hnuti

vvvvvv

hnuti ke SPR-RSC tspésnému v 90. letech.

5 Conclusion

The Czech Republic has experienced an unprecented rise of populist political parties in recent
years. However, we cannot draw a clear connection between the impact of the economic crisis
and the growing support for populist parties in the Czech Republic. Even before the economy
was falling, the Czech Republic was hit by serious political crisis reflected in plummeting
satisfaction with the political situation and trust in the political institutions. Consequently, the
opportunities for employing strong anti-establishment appeal opened and were successfully
exploited firstly by VV in 2010 and later after deepening of political crisis by ANO and The

Dawn (the main events related to the political crisis are depicted in the Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Timeline of the rise of populist parties in the Czech Republic
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The discourse of all the political parties which were included in into analysis took advantage
of political crisis. Its central theme was criticism of the established parties associated by the
populists with corruption and incompetency. Although all of the parties can be described as
populist, there are also some significant differences in their discourse. Whereas VV and and
even more The Dawn promoted direct democracy as the main recipe for recovery of all social
problems, ANO 2011 did not emphasized direct democracy to such extent. Instead, the
movement contrasted “standard” politics and business practices while preferring the latter.
Moreover, anti-Roma and xenophobic stances became a part — althought not the crucial one —
of the discourse of the Dawn. The question, however, remains whether the success of the

populist parties may be accounted for the economic crisis.
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I have demonstrated that not economic but rather political crisis and significant changes in
perception of politics and political institutions were crucial for the discourse of populist
parties. On the other hand, the established political parties were also blamed for the economic
crisis. Thus, the econonomic crisis was used as one of the issues in the broader context of
anti-establishment rhetorics. In other words, the economic crisis may have strengthened the

effectivity of the protest rhetorics used by the populist parties.
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