
ZUR 393k:  
Effects of Mass 

Media 



Why should we care about (and study) media?









media are pervasive







Thematic Overview

meaning of “effects” under debate 

• what counts as an “effect” of the media? 

• how are media “effects” best studied? 

• how can media “effects” be measured?



Thematic Overview

• media effects = influence or power 

• investigate relationship between:  

A. media TEXTS (messages)  

B. media AUDIENCES (individuals and society)



POWER

“__________ is, above all, a scarce resource.”  

(James Carey, “Reconceiving ‘Mass’ and ‘Media,’” 87).



POWER

“Reality is, above all, a scarce resource.  
Like any scarce resource it is there to be struggled 
over.”  

“The fundamental form of power is the power to 
define, allocate and display this resource.”               

(James Carey, “Reconceiving ‘Mass’ and ‘Media,’” 87).



“queer”



Pink Triangles



Examples in the news

















http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/kentucky-clerk-kim-davis-god-boss-article-1.2369493

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/kentucky-clerk-kim-davis-god-boss-article-1.2369493




more examples in the news



http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/
are-democrats-and-republicans-talking-

about-the-same-country/
2015/09/18/7e6de048-5e32-11e5-

b38e-06883aacba64_story.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/are-democrats-and-republicans-talking-about-the-same-country/2015/09/18/7e6de048-5e32-11e5-b38e-06883aacba64_story.html


http://
www.bbc.com/

news/world-
europe-34286432



http://
www.economist.com/

news/europe/21665032-
germany-and-other-
countries-reimpose-

border-controls-europe-
starts-putting-up-walls

http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21665032-germany-and-other-countries-reimpose-border-controls-europe-starts-putting-up-walls


http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/sep/16/eastern-european-migrants-refugees-selfish



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prFy59oUPPE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prFy59oUPPE


http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911


http://
www.bbc.com/

news/world-
europe-34131911



http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911



http://www.bbc.com/
news/world-

europe-34131911

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911


http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34131911


your responsibilities in ZUR 393o:

• attend class 

• keep up with the readings; come to class 
prepared to discuss the assigned reading(s) 

• 2 short (2 - 3 pages) writing assignments 

• in-class final exam (last day of class)



any questions?


