ver-

I

ties of individuals who neith

Chapter 3

The Genes of Politics:

Groups, Classes, and
Families

groupings to religious affiliations from persona

tions.! Middle Eastern societies contain a kaleidoscopic array of overlapping and
interlocking Broups in constant flux, Individuals maintain membership in a
large number of groups. In so doing, they build webs of personal connections
that constitute the basic sinews of the social system.

Group formations dominate the vertical dimension of stratification as fam-
ily, friendship, ethnic, religious, professional, recreational, and political groups
exist in a state of continual interaction. The social and political systems resem-
ble mosaics composed of a “limitless crisscross of groups.” This web of fluctuat-
ing groups, however, is not a seamless one. Differing levels of power, wealth,
and prestige indicate a system of stratification. The lines etched into this system

ions. In this sense, family, tribal,
» are embedded within g structure of interre-

ysis, a group is defined as a collectivi

ommon interest or goal. This definition is broad enough to include ag-
iting a wide variety of organizational styles yet narrow enough to exclude collectivi-
er interact nor share similar goals.

*This is Arthur F, Bentley's phrase. See Bentley,

The Process of Government (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
‘ Niversity Press, 1967), p. 204,
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group formations filters political demands and helps dete':r{mt;lﬁc;zsihc Oplc:tlllszl
Although a changing political system t'ends to alter the socx;hs mics, ci,)f e
changes are often the result of a shifting soc1a¥ structure. - e }]:1)0 e
opment and modernization ;r? pro’fl«:)ulndl)}(1 .mfluenced y the p
mark group and class relationships. N

PTOCIf:S:E :}(:iiteties, sgocialpstructure strongly inﬂuet.lces the political proc?zf"[t’gz
patterns of group interaction, however, vary considerably from one ar; Zidr
world to another. Distinctive characteristics mark the st‘yle.s of group afnthese .
teraction in Islamic cultures and Middle Easts.erx.l societies. S(l):ne 0]re e };he
terns are congruent with patterns in other societies; some of them a .

Middle Eastern patterns are the subject of our analysis.

Group Structure: Vertical Stratification

In the East persons were more trusted than institutions.
T. E. Lawrence

SEVEN PILLARS OF WISDOM

The Middle Easterner belongs to a number of groups that varg' gx:l?;ly i.n tttﬁeei
i ization. These groups also ditier in

bership, goals, and modes of organization ‘ ; eir

Zzler:ci(tzy to Ii?uxgther the interests of their membershlp..On the bas%s of organiza

ti()}:lal style, groups in the Middle East can be divided into two major categories,

formal and informal ?

Formal groups are corporate collectivities that are officially organized and

visibly operating. Membership is clearly defined, and the rfnemb;arsr (l)llalwes fgce;:l:gz
and sharply differentiated roles. In our group t‘iaxonor?:ly,. ormal g };re i
both associational and institutional structures. }}ssocu}tlonal group.s;‘ = Eesty
organized structures that are formed for the ar.tm‘llatwn. qf a lsp];am ic ;n tehnic.
Examples include trade unions, business (.)rg.amzauon.s, civic ri ubs, a:: e ;:i o ri,-
religious, professional, and political associations. Instltuuonz; g.rm;t:)n imere{:m
marily to perform a certain function but _alslo act to promottle their ora“ ) erate.
Although officially organized, like associational groups, they gene ty] 'Eodies
somewhat more loosely. Institutional groups are usually governmenta podies
and include legislatures, bureaucracies, armies, and political parties. For

posing us to the criticism of ethnocentricity. From th'e view-
formal groups have form and can therefore be considered
to refer to an unofficial, fluid, personalistic, and relatively

3The terms formal and informal risk ex

point of many non-Westerners, even in

formal. We use the terin informal, however,

covert type of group structure. . )

sAssociational and institutional interest groups are part of aln nmport;m ttylfolo;g;iﬁ; lg;):s;e); :laet\if:n
i in hi i litical systems. For the or

by Gabriel Almond in his comparative study of po th :

?)F::is Zchema see Gabriel A. Almond and James S. Coleman, eds., The Pohctlws of the Developing Areas

’ i iversi 33-38. For Almond’

inceton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1960), pp.. : Lf .

:.i}(:?:f intercsg group categories, see Almond and G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Comparative Politics Today:

A World View (New York: HarperCollins, 1996), pp. 70-85.

s most recent formula-

THE GENES OF POLITICS: GROUPS, CLASSES, AND FAMILIES 65

groups always maintain a corporate apparatus that includes officials and func-
tionaries with clearly defined responsibilities.

Informal groups are noncorporate, unofficially organized collectivities that
articulate their interests in a relatively diffuse manner. This category includes
kinship, status, and regional groups as well as anomic aggregations that tend to
form spontaneously, such as rioting crowds and demonstrations. Most often,
however, informal groups are cliques, factions, or coteries. They are highly per-
sonalistic in character and take shape on the basis of constantly fluctuating rela-
tions among individuals. The personalistic and amorphous nature of informal
groups enables them to maintain a degree of fluidity and flexibility that is absent
in the more rigid formal groups.

PATTERNS OF GROUP INTERACTION

Formal political associations have been conspicuously absent in the social his-
tory of the Islamic Middle East. Even economic associational groups have been
of limited significance, despite the sporadic appearance of trade union organi-
zations during this century. Nor does the mere existence of associational groups
necessarily indicate that they play an active role in the sociopolitical life of the
area. Often they exist only as empty organizational shells, while their functions
are performed by other structures. This generalization is, of course, more ap-
plicable to certain Middle Eastern countries than to others. In Morocco, Alge-
ria, Turkey, and Bahrain, labor unions have not only existed but have on occa-
sion had an appreciable impact on political processes. In Iran and Iraq, on the
other hand, the existence of modest union organization has been more a facade
than a force. In still other countries, such as Saudi Arabia and Oman, there have
been no trade union organizations.

Institutional groups have played more important roles in Middle Eastern po-
litical history than have associational groups. Although parliaments and political
parties are recently established institutional groups, bureaucracies and armies
are of more ancient vintage. Thus, while associations are generally twentieth-
century phenomena in the Middle East, certain institutional groups have roots
that extend back many centuries. These groups, however, have tended to be
large, sprawling conglomerations composed of personal cliques, familial net-
works, and regional factions. Middle Eastern military systems today are often an-
alyzed in terms of various officer cliques, while bureaucracies are best under-
stood as systems of administrative factions.

Associational and institutional groups that have played a critical role in
Western political systems have been considerably less significant in the Middle
Eastern context. The dominant group structure in the Islamic world has been
the informal group.® Group organization hardens around particular individuals
and kinship structures. Small, shifting clusters of individuals form cliques that
resemble one another only in their personalistic, informal, fragmented mode of

As we will see in Chapter 4, informality is one of the major characteristics of patrimonial social and
political systems.
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an open hostility © the State, or an attitude of sullen mistrust, which the public
authorities, political and ecclesiastical, have always returned.”®
The early craft guilds resembled Byzantine structures and were organized
on the basis of a common craft or skill. With the passage of time, and particu-
larly following the rise of the Q_armatian (Carmathian) movement during the
ninth to the twelfth centuries,'* the guilds became deeply infused with a moral
and often mystical spirit. This attitude contributed greatly to organizational co-
hesion and inspired the members to dedicate themselves to furthering group
goals. Although the various guilds and brotherhoods had differing organiza-
tional emphases, they generally blended formal and informal characteristics. On
the one hand, they exhibited such formal accoutrements of organization as elab-
orate ceremonial activity and 2 rigid internal hierarchy. On the other hand, they
were intensely personalistic and highly secretive. The term tariga (“brother-
hood” or “order”) literally means 2 “way” or “path” and refersto a mode of con-
duct, not to a formal associat’ton.“’ Thus, in the Middle Eastern context, even
structures as corporate as guilds have an element of informality that renders
them a highly diversified composite of organizational types. Like the familial
group, which we examine later in this chapter, the guild has managed to span
the formal-informal dichotomy.

Since the activity of informal groups is herein considered the most dominant
form of group politics in the Middle East, our discussion emphasizes this type of
group rather than associational and institutional groups. This does not mean
that we choose 1O ignore formal groups but that we will accord them an empha-
sis somewhat more commensurate with the political influence they wield in the
area of our investigation. To state it quite baldly, a Middle Eastern legislature, for
example, 18 much less important as 2 decision-making apparatus than are the in-
formal groups that penetrate it, control it, and, most important, survive it.

THE POLITICS OF INFORMAL GROUPS

Informal groups, usually referred to as cliques or factions, are 2 fundamental
unit of political action in many societies. In contrast to northern European and

NP

13gernard Lewis, “The Islamic Guilds,” Economic History Review 8 (1937): 35-36. The research of
Gabriel Baer indicates (hat the craft guilds were both more formally organized and more closely
linked to the government than is commonly thought. Baer's arguments, hOWEVET, are most applica-
ble to guild structures aftter the eighteenth century. Also, the brotherhoods were always better exart-
ples than the guilds of the type of informal group that existed in opposition 10 governmental power.
The state was better able to infiltrate and control guild structures than brotherhood organizations.
For Baer’s conclusions concerning Turkish guilds, see “The Administrative, FEconomic, and Social
Functions of Turkish Guilds,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 1 (January 1970): 28-50.
14This was a great liberal movement that swept through the Muslim world, advocating social reform
in general and justice and equality in particular. The movement appealed to all classes, sects, and re-
ligions but found special acceptance among the artisans, skilled, and semiskilled workers. See L.
Massignon, wKarmatians,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam, 4 vols. (Leiden, The Netherlands: E. . Brill,
1927), vol. 2: 767-172.

15This point is made in Fazlur Rahman, Islam (Garden City, N.Y. Anchor Books, 1968), pp: 189-190;
and in Morroe Bergern, Islam in Egypt Today (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1970), p. 67.
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Ir\rlltz)éthris;neﬁc;n sgcietie.s, where formal groups play 2 prominent role, the infor-
i % Emnp £n e(;ir:;n;?lacr:ltl :Er:;_uthem European, North African, Middle Eastern,
malitrls true 'Iflﬁat u.rherever_ human‘beings are gathered, they will develop infor-
mal g oups. Thus, in American society there are many obvious manifestations of
mforrrllal—group politics. However, even within the United States, the tendency ¢
organize informal rather than formal groups differs in strengt,h from one ayre(;
of the country to another. In the South and the Southwest, nonassociational
groups are active. This once led an observer to charactlzrize the state of
Louisiana as “the westernmost of the Arab states.”'® Generally, however. t}?
American political process places relatively less emphasis on in,formal r,ou Z
and rela.uvely more on such aggregates as trade unions, legislatures andg ol‘I:t)'-
cal parties. This is not the case in much of the world. Studies of B;azil Endli1
Burma, Taiwan, Japan, and Italy, for example, impressively demonstrate ’that ii,
formal and nonassociational-group polities are dominant in these societies -
'.The gra..dl‘lal recognition of the critical role that informal groups pla i'n th
less industrialized world has been recently accompanied by prelimfnag S:m 1 "
(by a small m}rpber of scholars of contemporary Middle Eastern polji(ticai ');515-
tems) elmpha5111ng this phenomenon. Amal Vinogradov and John Waterbury. f):)sr
ft:})::r:lnp e 1n;rod.m‘:e the. term semfn'ty group to refer toa factional group tha,t “is
axima unit in which there is some predictability in the exercise of power
and authority.”'” Clement H. Moore discusses what he terms contingent z'F:uer t
groups thatl cut across associational interest groups and serve as "gatekie ers” fe ;
I‘\Iorth African political systems. According to Moore, “Examples of coEtirlj em;
interest groups range from sets of Algerian cousins and fellow maquisardsgo y
Moroccan family of notables to professional veto groups or a handful of indi 1‘;
uals out to convince Bourguiba that Ben Salah’s Plan is a menace.”® e
The most crucial units of interest aggregation in the Middle East remain in
form.al groups. In Iraq this kind of collectivity is referred to as a shilla or jama' -
a]I:d in Saud.i Arabia the term most often used is bashka. The Egyptians ilsoau?é
Eoe lec.)rd shilla to refer to a group of approximately two to twelve members who
cialize together and who work to help one another advance politically and
E(lz(cljrtljomlcally. A slightly more diffuse Egyptian informal group is the du;‘a lncvr
(t)ure ;)r); rrift‘:vl?:(}(h ’ftl:e duf'a (!iterally “Push_ing out”) is often the general st;uc-
" o informelmor; t%ghtly knit shillas are formed. In Kuwait, the di-
il uea.t_gaht ering where men meet to discuss and determine im-
P e questions. Other w.ords in thF Arab world that carry the idea of
cliques an actions but that sometimes also indicate a higher level of formali
include kutal and fi‘at. In Iran, the sociopolitical system is backed by a gigantitz

For reference to this m » y ey
i Williams, u On,
B ' memor able quOT.C see T. Harr li ’ Hi L g

"A{nal Vinogradov and John Waterbury,
native Framework,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 13 (January 1971): 34

18Clement Henr itics i
y Moore, Politics in North Africa: Algeri
and Co., 1970), pp. 20 1-202. A Voo,

(New York: Bantam

“Situations of Contested Legitimacy in Morocco: An Alter-

and Tunisia {Boston: Little, Brown
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network of informal, personalistic cliques referred to as dawrahs (“circles”).
Afghan group dynamics are dominated by loose factional aggregates referred to
as either dastahs (“handfuls of individuals”) or girdabs (“little whirlpools”). One
of the most important of the informal groups in Turkey is the personal collectiv-
ity based on hemseri (“from the same region”) relations. The hemserilik is a
group that forms and re-forms as fellow villagers and “hometowners” aggregate

1, and political aims. In

to assist one another with social, economic, occupational
which is in fact

Egypt, the same kind of group
a kind of informal, extended family group.

The juxtaposition of informal groups wi
is seen in the case of Bahrain, an archipelago o

just west of the Qatar peninsula. An early modernize
pctroleum-producing state in the Persian Gulf and had already established a

girls’ school in 1928. Strikes and labor unrest have occurred in this small
shaikhdom ever since the mid-1950s. Ruled absolutely by the al-Khalifa family,
this country has nonethe nce with municipal and na-
tional consultative bodies. The actual politics of Bahrain have taken place within
an extensive network of clubs (nawads) and societies (jamiyyat). Numbering ap-
proximately one hundred, these informal groups, “whose memberships include
a majority of Bahrain’s elite public, have played the essential functions per-
formed by political parties in other political systems.”? Ostensibly organized for
social, professional, and recreational purposes, these clubs are often intensely
er al-Arabi Club, for example, is composed of educated

political. The 250-memb

Bahrainis who push for nationalistic and democratic goals. The University Grad-

uates’ Club, on the other hand, is oriented more toward the elite and consists of

college-educated intellectuals from both the middle and upper classes. Itis the
inds of informal groups in Bahrain

establishment’s liberal conscience. These k
coexist both with formal organizations and with the ruling family, whose tenta-

cles reach deep down into the club network.
Informal-group activity in the Middle East has manifested itself in a myriad

of ways. Ranging from tiny dyads that plug in and out of one another to enor-
mously complex coalitions based on kinship, these groups have little in common
besides their personal, informal nature. Personal homes have served as locations
for the meetings of the more exclusive of the groups, while mosques, coffee-
houses, teahouses, common rooms, and bazaar shops have served as meeting
places for the more inclusive of the groups. Informal groups operating in these
kinds of settings constantly relay information through the various societies. It is
largely on the basis of this information that personal and political decisions are
made. In addition, it is in precisely such groups and such settings that middle-
e army officers sometimes decide to intervene in the political affairs of their

formation prevails in the baladiyya,
19

th formal political associations
ff the coast of Saudi Arabia,
r, Bahrain is the oldest

Jess had notable experie

grad
countries.

Middle Eastern urban settings, see
tate University of New York Press,
N.J.: Princeton University Press,

[ S
19For two more recent studies of networks of informal politics in
Guilain Denoeux, Urban Unvest in the Middle East (Albany, N.Y.: §
1993); and Diane Singerman, Avenues of Participation (Princeton,
1995).

20Fmile Nakhleh, Bahrain: Political Development in a Mo
Books, 1976), p. 41. Most of the information in this para

dernizing Society (Lexington, Mass.: Lexington
graph is drawn from the Nakhleh book.
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One i G
ol pervgziiiesg?r??g?m charac.tenstlcs of informal-group politics is an intense
tend to be personal inPiI:tC:lTil;SllT;hT:rllefil;ndfﬂﬂemai Sc;)dal and political ties

i Eo . . g into a wide variety of i
fese 5{2522 ISSIZ;d;aI str;ves to broade.n personal contacts in ordtZr to lgf;f;zr::;{
SO in?lny TOT.:S as possible. What determines the Middle East-
that that office affordlsleme ‘is not the fact that he holds a certain office or even
the extent and success o ;taln_opponuanS for personal aggrandizement but
range of personal ties ‘:“d'WhICh ol
e Alal wereni ) t0 isplay to otht_ars a number of highly valued personal
portance reaching up t cimerge ey I0tos Iarger ratewark of pulitteal i
ot ng up to the very highest government levels.”?? [ e L
vironment, individuals develo ils i "+ In this kind of
making is determined b p great skills in personal persuasion. Decision
tite TRk expresion tYbelr sonal push apd pull, as is interestingly indicated by
tends to decmphasize tho;pz ;1;1;:1 thle {raman terml parti. While the formal group
promatespersorism; personal element, the informal group preserves and

The pers P
byt Lcltjban(:::izr;%;l:; of group.polmcs in the Middle East is exemplified well
o et Eamali sysl;em (singular: za%m). In the Lebanese context, the
fi8fanol loyalipand group leader whose followers support him on the bas,is of
in local and regionai)zlrsom1 rewards. The personal power of the za'im is rooted
coteis ovicoeglage 2?;?:;?;: ;?gc: 01:'; I;I;ttrefsﬁn by the fact that the leader
farnili : : sect. Among the im !
nitelsl)lfsa?:: :[}:: l;rj{)sglzhs (Mﬁl."omtes), the Jumblatts (Drize), zhf gfltiir;)zsu(;ia-
STt AR Bt i tha s (Shi‘is). Leaders with names such as these have been
e " Lebz national Polltlcal institutions of Lebanon. When the Ma-
1982, he was replaced i m}%ﬁe pres-ldent.'ele“ Bashir Gemayel was assassinated in
The strength of the f: 11! is presidential position by his brother, Amin Gemayel

At thie vl GF th?;; g Otles clof the zu‘ama system is very great indeed. i
tics is basically m:mideoIOgi::-:ll Eiis fllz(i);pc’()t:\?ir?zgum(e}m it Micle Hastena ol
to indivi , . ! ing. Commitments are m
— Sgg;si:zgeiaril:lﬂt)}rl units Fhan to ideas. The precedence of Per:;r?a?ftt;z
themselves all shades of ) 1sm king examples of family units that contain within
are able to transcend regli)r?l;t(l:(}:'lal 2L prisfeuitondl ommitbment Such funillies
EgYP,IE b B, B anges and even revolution. The Marei family in

he fath :
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third brother, Marei Marei, served as director of the chemical organization dur-
ing the Nasser period. During these years, the Marei family had the added con-
nection of their more radical cousin, Ali Sabry, a former member of the Free Of-
ficers, secretary-general of the Arab Socialist Union, and one of Nasser’s five
premiers. Despite Sabry’s removal from power by President Anwar Sadat in May
1971 and his subsequent imprisonment, the Marei brothers survived well.

During the Sadat period, Hassan Marei remained influential in the in-
dustrial community, while Marei Marei held a directorship in a state holding
company. In 1974, Marei Marei took charge of the very lucrative economic rela-
tionships between Egypt and Iran. In September 1971, Sadat appointed the
ubiquitous Sayyid Marei deputy premier and minister of agriculture. In October
1974, Sayyid became speaker of the assembly, and four years later, he settled in
as presidential advisor to President Sadat himself. The Marei-Sadat relationship
was cemented by the 1975 marriage of Sayyid Marei’s son, Hassan, to Sadat’s
daughter, Noha. Because Sayyid and Hassan were s0 closely associated with the
Sadat era, from which Mubarak has tried to distance himself, the new president
has not allowed them to reemerge in public life. Hassan has, with his brother
Nasr, become a highly successful businessman. Sayyid’s brother Marei, who was
not a high-profile member of the Sadat entourage, has become the family’s ac-
tive politician. He is the chairman of the foreign relations committee of the Con-
sultative Assembly. The first loyalty of “the Mareis and most other Egyptians is to
the family itself, and political ideology is not sufficiently compelling to under-
mine primordial family ties.”

This pattern of family tenacity and ideological malleability has also prevailed
in such countries as Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, and Morocco. Even the leading fami-
lies of the very conservative shaikhdoms of the Persian Gulf have had members
who have espoused radical causes. Shaikh Saqr bin Sultan, who ruled Sharjah
between 1951 and 1965, is a notable example. Sagr, a strong Arab nationalist
with Nasserist sympathies and a dislike for the British, was deposed in 1965, pri-
marily for these reasons. In 1972, he returned from exile in Cairo and failed in
an attempt to regain the throne.

An informal group “is like a cluster of bees round a queen bee. If the queen
is damaged they quickly find another to cluster around.”! The exigencies of pol-
itics require an individual to shift positions periodically in order to maintain as
much manipulative leeway as possible. The informal group itself will often
switch goals and alter the ideas that brought its membership together. Such
changes, of course, always mean that a certain percentage of the membership
will be lost, but this is one important by-product of the fluidity of this type of

group. Individuals retain the capacity to circulate among a host of collectivities,
depending on what they consider to be in their own interests. Coalitions are

fragile and alliances fleeting in such social and political systems. Even the

2Robert Springborg, Family, Power, and Politics in Egypt (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1982), p. 75.

24This statement was made concerning informal-group politics in India. See B. D. Graham, “The Suc-
cession of Factional Systems in the Uttar Pradesh Congress Party, 1937-1966,” in Local-Level Politics:
Social and Cultural Perspectives, ed. by Marc J. Swartz (Chicago: Aldine, 1968), p. 355,
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29ale F, Eickelman, The Middle East: An Anthropological Approach (Englewood Cliffs, NJ.: Prentice-
Hall, 1981), p. 134. - -
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man, The Middle East: An Anthropological Approach, second ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Pr 4
1989), pp. 151-178.

3$pringborg, Family, Powey, and Politics, p. 54.

32Fickelman, The Middle East, second ed., p. 156.

THE GENES OF POLITICS: GROUPS, CLASSES, AND FAMILIES 75

are elaborate arguments that purport to document one’s direct descent from
the family of the Prophet Muhammad.

Finally, family contacts are broadened by the incorporation into the kinship
group of new individuals and families through marriage. This is why in the Mid-
dle East, “Arranging marriages is a highly serious matter, like waging war or mak-
ing big business deals.”3 The process by which two families are brought together

through intermarriage can be described as “family nesting.” “Family nesting oc-

curs when two families, tied together through marriage, reinforce that connec-

tion through a series of social, economic, and political exchanges.”* The
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the pressure exerted by external rival forces. In this system of balancing opposi-
tion, the family unit always fares best. This is because the kinship group is the
most cohesive and tenacious of the Middle Eastern group formations.

In addition to being both a biological and an economic unit, the f:fxmily le
very much a political aggregation. Family members support one ar-lother in tl"lelr
drives to improve their respective power and authority positions in the particu-
lar society. Besides providing support for its members in their efforts to attain
political goals, the kinship group is politically relevant inl many other ways. It
serves, for example, as the staging ground from which individuals can move on
to membership in other groups, both formal and informal. The family, in faFt,
determines much of its members’ participation in other collectivities. Such in-
formal groups as personal cliques and political factiqns have fathers, sons, broth-
ers, nephews, cousins, and in-laws strategically sprm'kled throughout the.m in
patterns that tend to benefit the particular family unit. As often as not, a single
family is represented in rival political factions, parties, or movements. Thus, al-
though informal-group membership cuts across kinship ln‘les, itis also true that
the filaments of kinship cut across the boundaries of chques and factions. A
major function of distributing family members among various other groups is
the construction and maintenance of channels of communication among these
groups, whether they be rivals or allies. . .

The ligaments of kinship bind the system of groups into a working whole.
They run through rival collectivities, thus softening tensions. T.hrough meml?er-
ship in both formal and informal groups, blood rel.atwes and 1n-‘laws helhp b.md
these two major organizational types together. Family members in s'uch institu-
tions as bureaucracies and parliaments are in close touch with relat1ve§ who are
members of cliques and factions. Decisions made in one context are directly in-
fluenced by what occurs in another context. .

Morocco has sometimes been referred to as the kingdom of cousms,.a:nd
monarchical Iran was frequently called the country of one thousand t'"a\.mlhes.
Observers have labeled Farouk’s Egypt as the land of two thousa\_nd t.'armhes al?d
contemporary Pakistan as the country of sixty familifes. The intricacies of family
relationships explain a great deal about the orientatlons,_fprmatlon, aml:l behav-
ior of political elites in the Middle East. The more tr?.dltlonal the spmety, the
more useful kinship analysis will be in understanding it. In all the M}C.idle East-
ern countries, however, patterns of kinship and marriage‘ar'e valuable in under-
standing the structure of power and authority. Those societies that are develop-
ing politically and modernizing rapidly ma.ylhave_ a .rc.elatwely large number 'of
ruling families, as well as a high rate of familial mobility. A stu.d.y of such family
structures can explain much about national elites and the political processes of
the societies under investigation. Selected examples follow. ‘

In the three decades prior to 1958, the Iraqi political elite I:e.presented a
tight cluster of families. The core of the elite included such famlllxes as.the al-

Saids, the al-Askaris, the Kannas, and the Kamals. The famous Nuri al-.Sald. held
the post of prime minister fourteen times and that of. mims.telr twenty-nine nmclas!
Ja‘far al-Askari, who was assassinated in 1936, was prime Immlster twice lam:% min-
ister eight times. Nuri al-Said and Ja'far al-Askari married each othex: s sisters.
Tahsin al-Askari followed in the footsteps of his assassinated brother, Ja i‘"ar, when
in 1942 he assumed two ministerial positions. He was the brother-in-law of
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Ibrahim Kamal, who was himself a cabinet minister twice. Another al-Askari
brother, Abd al-Hadi, married his daughter to Khalil Kanna, who held ministe-
rial posts six different times. Two of Khalil Kanna’s brothers were members of
the Iraqi parliament.’

The Iraqi revolution of 1958 did not destroy the political power of the fami-
lies. The Ba'thist regime of strongman Saddam Hussein al-Takriti is dominated
by Saddam and his relatives from the town of Takrit. In the early 1980s, Sad-
dam’s two leading intelligence and security chiefs were his half-brothers Barzan
Ibrahim al-Takriti and Watban Ibrahim al-Takriti. Saddam himself was the foster
son, nephew, and son-in-law of Khayrallah al-Tulfah, the longtime governor
of Baghdad. In the words of a leading scholar of Iraqi politics, the Takritis’
power is so great that “it would not be going too far to say that the Takritis' rule
through the Ba‘th party, rather than the Ba‘th party through the Takritis.”

In the shah’s Iran, national politics were dominated by family considera-
tions, since the political elite that clustered around the ruling Pahlavi family
came from a small number of families. Among the most influential of the elite
families in Pahlavi Iran were the following: Alam, Diba, Qaragozlu, Esfandiari,
Ardalan, Bayat, Sami‘i, Farman-farmaian, Bushehri, Jahanbani, and Emami. The
ties among key members of these families were easily as close as the ties among
the families in Iraq. Longtime minister of culture Mehrdad Pahlbod was the hus-
band of Princess Shams, a sister of Muhammad Reza Shah. Former major gen-
eral Minbashian was the brother of Pahlbod (formerly Ezzatullah Minbashian).
The influential Senator Bushehri was the father of the husband of powerful
Princess Ashraf, the twin sister of the shah. Former air force commander
Muhammad Khatami was married to the shah’s sister Fatima. Ardeshir Zahedi,
Iranian ambassador to the United States, was once married to the shah’s daugh-
ter Shahnaz. During the last years of the shah’s rule, there were forty national

elite families that dominated the economic and political systems in Iran.

Despite the shattering nature of the Iranian revolution of 1978-1979, politi-
cal influence in the Islamic Republic has tended to follow the primordial lines
of kinship and family. The strands of kinship about which power coagulates ex-
tended outward from the person of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini himself. One
of Khomeini’s daughters, for example, was married to the influential Ayatollah
Eshraqi. More important, Khomeini’s son, Ahmad, was a close advisor to his fa-
ther after they returned together to Tehran in 1979.40

With the election of reformist president Mohammad Khatami in 1997, the
system of personal and familial ties persisted. Chairman of the influential Ex-
pediency Council and two-term president of the Islamic Republic, Ali Akbar
Hashemi-Rafsanjani has a brother, Mohammad Hashemi, who serves as vice

%This information is drawn from Nazar T, Al-Hasso’s excellent P
ministrative Politics in the Middle East: The Case of M
University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1976.

**Hanna Batatu, The Old Social Classes and the Revolutionary Movements of fraq (Princeton. NJ.: Prince-
ton University Press, 1978), p. 1088.

h.D. dissertation. See Al-Hasso, “Ad-
onarchical Iraq. 1920-1958.” Ph.D. diss., The

“Detailed information on the web of kinship ties that bound the early
lic is found in an article that appeared in Iran Times,

leaders of the Islamic Repub-
February 6, 1981, p. 9 (in Persian).




78 CHAPTER 3
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cance. This is precisely the case in cultures where there is no sharp distinction
between the private and the public spheres or where key community and na-
tional decisions are made in informal settings by individuals often considered
peripheral to politics. An important case in point is the Middle Eastern woman.
Studying the woman's role in society can provoke new insights into the kinds of
actors and actresses who play out the political drama and can indicate both the
importance of informal politics and the special place that family relationships
have in Middle Eastern politics.

For years, Middle Eastern women have been stereotyped as an oppressed
and passive group who have been hidden by veils and whose lives have been
dominated by men. Western writers in particular have presented the Muslim
woman as someone held captive in the kitchen or harem while her husband frol-
ics personally and protects politically a system of polygamy that rationalizes fe-
male servitude. Quotations from the Quran and the relative absence of females
on the public political stage have sometimes led outsiders to conclude that the
woman in Islamic society has been little more than a personal and political ci-
pher. This perspective has been reinforced by Middle Eastern historians and
chroniclers who have traditionally downplayed the role of women in their writ-
ings. In addition, essayists and polemicists, both male and female, have distorted
the historical position of women for various purposes.

In stressing the formal, public, and institutional aspects of political behavior
at the expense of the private and informal dimensions, Western analysts have
overlooked precisely those individuals who dominate the private realm. In the
Middle East, women are important political forces because of their critical posi-
tions as personal nodes in the webs of informal relationships. In the crucial
world of informal, private groups, women have been more than the homemak-
ers. They have also been “the matchmakers and the peacemakers.”® As anthro-

pologist Emrys Peters puts it,

The pivotal points in any field of power in this, a superficially dominant patrilineal,
patrilocal and patriarchal society where the male ethos is vulgar in its brash promi-
nence, are the women. What holds men together, what knots the cords of alliances
are not men themselves, but the women who depart from their natal household to
take up residence elsewhere with a man, and who, in this critical position, communi-

cate one group to another.*!

This quotation refers to only one of the ways in which Middle Eastern women
shape political events at all levels of the societies in which they live.

#3We are indebted to Gerald J. Obermeyer for this phrase.

“Emrys Peters, “Consequences of the Segregation of the Sexes Among the Arabs.” Paper delivered
at the Mediterranean Social Science Council Conference, Athens, 1966, p. 15. This important obser-
vation has been quoted by such scholars as Cynthia Nelson and Carla Makhlouf, whose works stress
the political power of women in the Middle East. Anthropologically inclined analysts have been .
much more sensitive to this power than have political scientists. Two further examples are Elizabeth
Warnock Fernea, who has done field work in Iraq, Egypt, and Morocco, and Lois Grant Beck, who
has worked in Iran. Cynthia Nelson's field observations come from Egypt, and Carla Makhlouf’s

from Yemen.
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In both the traditional and the modern Middle East, women have exerted
political influence through the wide variety of roles that they’ have_ pla)'aed. Pl'er-
haps the most important of these have been natal and marital kinship rohes.
Such natal roles as daughter, sister, cousin, aunt, mother, anc.l .grandmot er
and such marital roles as wife and mother—in-%aw hgve been politically strageglc
throughout Islamic history. The special relat.mnshlp bf:r,ween mother an].tis:;
is particularly relevant to our understanding of Middle Easte:rn hpo ;)
events. As we shall see in the examples here, .o.nly the role of w1fe1 Zs el;:lI;
more important in the female repertoire of political rolgs. On? knov}v1 e g(e):tiher
observer writes that “it is hardly surprising that the: relatlonsblp tot v.=:dr:mned
is preferred to the paternal one, and that every patriarchal society is cor;_ s
to be matriarchal on the edges. On the edges? Not at all! It is a questior

istence.™® . N
§ th(;t?l?st:g;fiflxvl:hich Muslim women have exerted i'nﬂuence in t;%e pohtltc.':l-
arena include such diverse traditional callings as pro'stltute, concu dmer; (;21:5
tainer, servant, religious leader, soothsayer, and advisor. Morfa moder X Or:
such as career woman and politician—stateswom:'m, are becor'mng mlorelz CItJive
tant with time. Female revolutionaries and guerrillas are also increasing ;'] ?1 Encé

Among the tools that Middle Eastern women have gsed to exert in EgEs
are such resources as wealth, beauty, i‘ntelllgence, and mformamon,da.s;he .
both psychological and physical coercion. They Ihave often co}:n;e}x:ti d the v (}ir
signs of their oppression into formidable offensive weapons that ha e
them to secure their interests. Excellent examples of S}lch wgagon Loda
harem and the veil that segregate the sexes. The conventional wis onll 1sh a :
is the women who are excluded from the male “..'o.rlc.i, but, as one schohar as ‘::-
cently written: “One can venture to assert that it is in fact the men who :lrsded
cluded from the female world, as much, if not mor‘e, than females are ex ol
from that of man.”*® This researcher goes on to give a number of exa;mp esl

how much easier it is for women to penetrate men’s gatherings than for males

ici in those of women. i

° pﬁfxﬁ?; :)? It\tlliddle Eastern history indicates the important con.trl'r;?utxoni
that women have made to the political process. From the very Eegln.mr(::g;ao

Islam, women have been critical political forces. Indeed, as we S:; se;e hmve Su](:;
ter 4, there is little doubt that the Prop.het Muhammad cou ]1’110 . at Lo

ceeded in his mission without the indispensable support of 1st irs were,
Khadija. Other women who helped shape the.early so:':lal’sys.tem o ls aana -
Muhammad’s wife A’isha and his daughter Fatima. Fatima’s sister-in-law Zayn

44 Bouhdiba, “The Child and the Mother in Arab-Muslim Society,” in Psyckal;g.i]cal;)imaftsi;m;f
; udi d Norman Itzkowitz (Princeton, N.J.: Darwin Press,
Near Eastern Studies, ed. by L. Carl Brown an N v
i i f the mother and motherin-law in
77y, p. 133. For another fine discussion of the power o ott : i !
:c?cie)typsce Fatima Mernissi, Beyond the Veil: MaleFemale Dynamics in a Modern Muslim Society (Cam:
bridge, Mass.: Schenkman Publishing Co., 1975), pp. 69-79.

6Carla Makhlouf, Changing Veils: Women and Modernisation in North Yemen (Austin, I’fa;x.: Un';{c:‘rslty ﬁ;
, i i inati ial showing how the veil has traditiona
Press, 1979). This study contains fascinating materia : ; 1
E:;:isdegeMiddle Eastern women with a mobile form of security a.nd an;m;;n:ut); ;nd ?as e:;rtxh f:f:;l
i i han religious fervor is involved in the return
tated the expression of aggressiveness. More t . |
in the 19805pand 1990s by numerous liberated young women in countries such as Egypt.
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was also a powerful force in early Islamic history, as were the wives of the various
imams who were the direct descendants of Fatima and her husband Ali.

The political role of women in the famous Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates
is little known. In both instances, it was critical. This was especially true during
the golden age of the cosmopolitan Abbasid dynasty in the late eighth and early
ninth centuries. At a time when Europe was plunged into its Dark Ages and
when Charlemagne and his lords “were reportedly dabbling with the art of writ-
ing their names,”’ the powerful Abbasids, ruling from Baghdad, were debating
philosophic texts and making gigantic intellectual strides in medicine, astron-
omy, mathematics, and the arts. The glory and grandeur of this period are cap-
tured in romantically imaginative terms in The Thousand Nights and a Night, and
such rulers of the period as Harun al-Rashid (A.D. 786-809) and his brilliant son
the caliph al-Ma’mun (a.n. 813-833) are among the most renowned of Eastern
rulers. Names such as Umm Salama, Khayzuran, and Zubayda, however, are con-
siderably less known, even among scholars of the area. Umm Salama was the wife
of Abu al-Abbas and thus served as a critical link between the two dynasties, A
strong personality, she directed her husband’s affairs, and he “took no decisive
measure without Umm Salamah’s advice and approval.™

Khayzuran was the favorite wife of the third Abbasid caliph, Muhammad al-
Mahdi; she was also the mother of the fourth and fifth caliphs, Musa al-Hadi and
Harun al-Rashid. A slave girl born in Yemen, she received an excellent educa-
tion and caught the eye of the caliph al-Mansur, who brought her to the court,
where his son al-Mahdi married her. For thirty years, during the reigns of three
caliphs, Khayzuran’s political power was enormous. Her agents and secretaries
were spread throughout the empire; she intervened directly in the administra-
tion of justice; she influenced the rise and fall of the caliph’s closest advisors; she

financed the construction of public works; and she directed the succession of
kings. It was Khayzuran who held the system together and ensured the smooth

transition of kings both upon the death of her husband and then again when

her eldest son, al-Hadj, passed away. Khayzuran was an owner of extensive prop-

erty, and, next to her illustrious son Harun al-Rashid, she was the wealthiest per-

son in the Muslim world of her day. In describing Khayzuran’s role during the

caliphates of her two sons, one writer succinctly summarizes her position: “The
ambitious mother travels in state on the imperial highway of power. "

Better known in the annals of Islamic history than Khayzuran is her niece
Zubayda, the wife of Harun al-Rashid. One of the greatest builders of public
works in Islamic history, Zubayda is remembered particularly for sponsoring the
construction of over ten miles of complex aqueducts leading into Mecca. She
spent over 75 million dinars in digging the Mushshash Spring in that holy city—
a spectacular feat in any age. Like Khayzuran, Zubayda was intimately involved
in all the important political issues of the time. She had influence over judges,
police officials, and military generals, not to mention her husband. The obser-
vation that “Zubaidah had (complete) control over Haran’s mind and did with

“"Philip K. Hitti, The Near East in History (Princeton, N_J.: D. Van Nostrand Co., 1961), p. 244,

“8Nabia Abbott, Twe Queens of Baghdad (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
“Ibid., p. 132.

1946), p. 11.
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him as she pleased”™ is perhaps only a slight exaggeration. In the succession bat-
tle between her son Muhammad Amin and al-Ma’mun, she played a critical role
in Amin’s victory. Zubayda was a major force also in turning Harun against the
powerful Persian Barmecids, who had directed the political fortunes of the Ab-
basid dynasty more than any other family. Indirectly, but very effectively, she
helped bring about their destruction. Zubayda left her imprint deeply in the
sands of Abbasid social and political history.

Moving chronologically onward and geographically southward, we come to
the Sulayhid dynasty, which ruled in South Arabia from 1037 to 1138. This Shi'i
dynasty made its capital in Sanaa and later in the Dhu Jibla of today's Yemen.
The Sulayhi “educated their daughters to the same standards as their menfolk,
instilled in them the same moral and political principles, and made them their
equals in astuteness, ability, and judgement.” The greatest of the Sulayhid
queens was Urwa bint Ahmad al-Sulayhi, who upon her husband al-Mukarram’s
death in 1084 took complete command and ruled for fifty-three years. A woman
of great political acumen, Queen Urwa ruled the Sulayhid state by judiciously
emphasizing tactics of compromise, personal maneuver, and the wise appoint-
ment of assistants and advisors. Urwa’s political success is perhaps largely attrib-
utable to the training she received under the direction of another woman,
Queen Asma, the wife of the founder of the Sulayhid dynasty.

The Ottoman Empire, which boasts a political history that extended from
the thirteenth to the twentieth centuries, is 2 much more significant example of
an Islamic system in which women wielded political power. The Ottoman style,
however, is more similar to the Abbasid style of indirect kinship control than to
the Sulayhid style of direct rule by a queen. Although one can select any particu-
Jar sultan and discover in association with him a number of women active in the

central decision-making process, we will cut into Ottoman history at its height of
grandeur, the reign of Suleyman I the Lawgiver (1520-1566). Suleyman was
known for his legal promulgations and his empire for its architectural creations,
naval strength, and military expansion deep into Europe. Surrounding Suley-
man were three women of particular note—his mother, Hafsa Hatun, and his
wives, Hurrem Sultan and Gulbahar Hatun. Their political influence was great,
especially in controlling the sultan and the grand vazir, the most important ad-
ministrative official in the Ottoman system. Of these three women, the most
powerful was Hurrem Sultan, a former Russian slave girl known in the West as
Roxelana. It was she who convinced Suleyman to let her live with him in the
seraglio, “where she obtained complete ascendancy over the Sultan and ruled
supreme in the harém until her death in 1558.7*

S50F. Wustenfeld, Die Chroniken der Stadt Mekka, vol. 3, p. 15, as quoted in Abbott, Twe Queens, p. 256,
51Robert W. Stookey, Yemen: The Politics of the Yemen Arab Republic (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press,
1978), p. 67.

52N. M. Penzer, The Harém (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1957), p. 186. There are many sources that
describe this period of Ottoman history. For an excellent example, see Stanford Shaw, History of the
Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, vol. 1 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976), pp.

87-111.
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Hafsa Hatun and Hurrem Sultan formed an alliance of convenience to
expel one grand vazir and appoint another early in the reign of Suleyman. Th
new vazir, IbrahimlPasha, felt indebted to Hafsa Hatun for his positic):n an;l waz
;alireful to do her bu%ding. Meanwhile, he was independently linked to Suleyman

imself, who permitted the vazir to run the empire. Ibrahim Pasha in th
process became one of the most powerful of the grand vazirs in Ottoman his:i
tory. An extra'tordinarily ambitious person politically, Hurrem Sultan came to r
gard thr_: vazir as a major competitor and sought to destroy him. When h:l:
mother-m-la.w died in 1534, she moved quickly against the vazir. The now ex-
posed Ibrahl.m Pasha found an ally in Suleyman'’s first wife, Gulbahar Hatu
who was anxious that her son Mustafa become the heir appa;rent. Hurrem Slill:
t:lln, with her own sons’ interests at heart, gathered other supporters (includin
the French ambassador) and was able to prevail in the struggle. In 1536, Ibrahi .
Pasha lost not only his job but also his life. . S

Hurrem Sultan then succeeded in getting her eldest son, Mehmet, named
as helr.to the throne. With his untimely death, however, Gull;ahar Hat:m wiih
Itd;.e assistance of the new v'a.zir, Hadim Suleyman Pasha, finally placed hc’r son

us'tafa in the coveted position. Hurrem Sultan’s power, however, was not to b
denied, ?.nd she forced this vazir into exile. She now ensured !that someo o
more r?liable got the post: Her own son-in-law, Rustem Pasha, became vazi Tlrll'e
new alliance resu]Fed in the execution of Gulbahar Hatun’s ;on Mustafa I;Vhei
]tghaef:av::z a rev;lt in 15§5, partially against this execution, Hurrem Sulta.n’s son
: yizat successfully put it down. When Hurrem Sultan died in 1558, she had de-

errgmed that one of her sons would become the next sultan. Her son Selim suc-

;‘.Iee eFI S,uley.rman to the throne in 1566 and ruled for eight years as Sultan Selim

IL. Selilm s wife Nurbanu Sultan in fact ruled the empire during his reign. Dur-

;:li i{ af‘:l ;Eltiroii hl;:r OSW? .sor}11, SSulItan Murad I1I, she shared political powanl with
‘In-law Satriyah Sultan, and so it continued. It is small w

lt:hf;) O;lt'oma.n Empire during the sixteenth and seventeenth (:enturies0 Egse f:f{?é

0 be historically known as the Sultanate of Woman (Kadinlar Sultanati). (For a

) ule man [h.e LanIUCI S Ielgll,

Early in this century,

; women played an importan i i :
tutional and revolutionar Y p t partin the various consti-

y movements that swept across the Middle Fast. An ex-

Selim | Hafsa Hatun
(1512-1520) (d. 1534)

Suleyman |
Gulbahar Hatun —— Hurrem Suitan
(1620-1566) (d. 1558)
Mustata i i
Mehmet Bayezit Selim i
(d. 1553) (d. 1560) (1566-1574) | Nurbanu Sultan
Figure 3.

1 The women of Suleyman the Lawgi i
' awgiver's reign. The names of
in the system appear in boxes. S
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cellent case in point is Halide Edib Adivar, a leading Turgish intellectual, I;}()a:;loi:lr;
alist, and supporter of Mustafa Kemal’s movement forl mdependentl:)e. POn
1883, she was educated at the American ‘Coll.ege for G'zrls and thefx eg Lol
ing and speaking for liberal causes. Her }nsp1red pubhc. speecht?s mlsfugr)g)e e
the nationalist revolution earned her natmn.al and even mternatu:tnad a d e
statement that “governments are our €remies, people§ are ourffrlenk.sila:ation-
just revolt of our hearts our strength” became.the rallynj'lg cry of Turkis i
alists.5® Halide Edib Adivar actually served in Kemal’s army as a corporal,
Serg%?;:;:;iige;ig;;endt :lgi(i)tz'cal role in the Iranian constitutional .movement
from 1905 to 1911. They organized themselves into. informal mfea;tnlxg %rl(l)t*:x(g?
(anjumans) and did not hesitate to take to the streets in support o tt‘elg Ii:»n i
ideals. When the newly established parhamc:ntl(maﬂzs) faced extinctio .
a large group of women marched on the building:

ili Parliament, re-

urrounded the entrance to the Majlis, or \
il aoe sion. A few only were admitted. They walked in
closely veiled, but when they found themselves in the assembly they tore th:]: l:rells
i ir i i kill their husbands, their sons an em-

side, and said that their intention was to :
:elves if the liberty and dignity of Persia were not firmly upheld. They offered their

1 give to our
ing: “We are women and cannot fight, but we can g
matters,

cently formed, and demanded admis:

oney and jewels, say ;
Icr::'unt)r(y.” Tliey had their own places of assembly where they discussed these

54
and they used the Press, and personal influence was largely exerted.

As time has passed, Muslim women have assumed a more thect zmd(Lie rcllzz—
matic role in Middle Eastern politics. In the Alger:;g war ofl in ;:l}z’er: hiding,
i he resistance and did everything
women were an important part of ¢ ; . B .
iti i tional heroine Jamilah Buhrayad, fo ple,
fugitives to throwing bombs. Na . ; i
i became a revolutionary and was
rather than becoming a seamstress, g
i imprisoned and tortured by the French. Young
shot, after having been imprison : ) iy Arg
i in the Palestine guerrilla movement. ;
have been very conspicuous in t ‘ il 8
i i ional notoriety when she was capture P
for example, gained internationa oD AP s
fjacki ion in September 1970. In May , two young
four-plane hijacking operation in en : ol Pkt e
i ticipated in the hijacking o
women, former nursing students, par B s
i i in Israel. There are many other examples.
ing 707 to Lod Airport in 1 % o
i * ducated in the West—France, kng L
writes: “Mostly young and often e ol i
i inian girl fedayeen have a better politica
United States—the Palestinian gir . ndersianc:
i i Indeed, they are more the ma
ing than their male counterparts. : .
wi?ich real revolutionaries are made. Proportionate to their nusf’lslgers they have
caused the Israelis more trouble than have their male comrades.

. ; ; Siisik
53Flizabeth Warnock Fernea and Basima Qattan Bezirgan, eds., Middle Eastern Muslim Women Spea

{Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1977), p. 189.

i i ] 1 i London: Seeley,
54, Colliver Rice, Persian Women in Their Ways (
an even more dramatic description of this event, see W. Morgan Shuster,
York: Century Co., 1912), p. 198.
5John Laffin, Fedayeen: The Arab-Israeli Dilemma (New York: Free Press, 1973), p. 138.

Service and Co., 1923), p. 270. For
The Strangling of Persia (New
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This revolutionary role of Muslim women in influencing Middle Eastern
politics is only one of many more direct and formal ways that they now exert
power. As their legal rights expand and as they gain greater stature in the formal
governmental arena, Middle Eastern women are acquiring political authority.
Women'’s movements are present in the Middle East, and women are slowly tak-
ing their places in government bureaucracies. In so doing, however, they have
not relinquished their traditional influence in the informal sphere of power. It
is as part of the informal group or family that women continue to operate most
effectively.

In Pahlavi Iran, Empress Farah Diba did not confine herself to social work
and charitable causes. Although she headed nearly forty different social organi-
zations, she was also involved in political issues. In the latter half of the 1970s,
the empress was the shah’s last important line to reality and was the only person
left among his advisors who could take issue with his decisions. Toward the end,
the shah refused to take the advice of his wife seriously. If he had, the political
outcome in Iran might possibly have been different.

In Tunisia, Wassila bin Amar, the wife of former President Bourguiba, was
long embroiled in national politics. Her advice and opinions often shaped the
course of events in that country. In November 1977, she visited President Sadat
in Cairo to indicate her country’s support for his direct approach to peace in the
Middle East. Jihan Sadat, the wife of the assassinated Egyptian president, was an
important force in Egyptian society and politics. She had a significant power
base in the presidency, the government more broadly, and within the wealthy
bourgeoisie. It took President Mubarak almost five years to dismantle the foun-
dations of her power.

With the resurgence of Islamic movements across the region, women con-
tinue to wield influence from behind the veil. The indomitable, independent
women of Egypt, for example, have in many cases gone back to traditional garb
while at the same time maintaining their integrity and even increasing their
power. In Iran, women played a major role in the revolution, donating their jew-
elry and organizing demonstrations in support of the movement. Since the rey-
olution, veiled women quietly hold influential positions in governmental organi-
zations such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in the major universities in
the country. In the division of physical sciences at Beheshti University in the
1990s, women held three department headships. .

Muslim women in the Middle East have never enjoyed legal equality with
men and have suffered discrimination in many areas of existence. Any study of
the formal scaffolding of the social and political systems clearly demonstrates
their lack of authority. Such inequity, however, is not the same as the lack of
power. Middle Eastern women have never been powerless. Indeed, they have
played a pervasive and persistent part in shaping political decisions and deter-
mining political events ever since the time when the widow Khadija married and
then materially and psychologically supported the young man Muhammad.
Only by analyzing politics at the informal level does one begin to understand
and appreciate the significance of women to the entire political process.

Our brief survey of Middle Eastern women in politics yields several general
observations. First, women throughout Muslim history have had a more pro-
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found impact on political events tha.n is generally though;I S::c:lc.;ldci z:ﬂpt;h;lcclzl_
power has usually been wielded indlrlectly through men. ; :been s i
e Parﬁczlarly CIUCIaII\d}il;l;l‘:i;e’lilr:sl-t(ie’rﬂ]f\rr:m:n for legal equality
over the past several decades among : e e
i litical rights. Although this movement has .
?e]rcllts;cafsl 1?;1 ?hpeoreassertign of I;lancll: ;14;:5 ts;:cill very much alive, even in the most
iti tries, such as Saudi Arabia. .

Uadllzoglaé (1:;;10(;11: East‘, women’s liberation is a driv’e not' s0 r}nuc;llll1 éz;cg?;:
as to add authority to power: Why must women s political in e

gfmei and confined to the informal arena? Middle Easterr? women arelo.lrl e
rri:rz. They refuse to accept second-class status an‘d ltofmeld]m:'l;f;iz e01;1 byelr e
formal, private settings. In fact, they are using their in olxrpfla lgr ek
lytic grounding for the formation of new po itical rig o)

: theenia;'; );he meantime, they continue to exert power informally, person
erment. )

cally, and derivatively.*®

‘

Class Structure: Horizontal Stratification

Tt is He who has made us the inheritors of the earth, who has elevated us one above the
other by degrees in order to help us experience His gifts.
QURAN, CHAPTER 6, VERSE 1 65

Although informal groups and networks must be Faken into a;cou:.it :’; 5;1;); :;12;

of Middle Eastern politics, the political process is not playe 01lle D A
b of interacting groups. The cases presented hf-:‘,re, for-examp , B

g Ily only women of the upper class who in fact mﬂu.ence‘t e nat

p lls' US]"]l““ileY r?lasZes of women (like the masses of men) have little if arllythmigoﬁ)

S; lg;out major political decisions. By emphasizling only FhT %rou]t) c:}lgllzn:quai

wz suggest that group pluralism promotes equality. What is left ou

i i i f groups are
tion is the issue of horizontal stratification. Slashing across the wzb oa;gn - 1;) o
lines of stratification that profoundly affect not only the group dyn
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the community of Islam.”® The group network and communalism discussed
above cloak a system of horizontal stratification in which Middle Eastern soci-
eties break down into a relatively small number of interrelated classes.”® A class
structure always involves entities in superior and subordinate positions. The
overall hierarchy of classes is founded on the unequal possession of one of the
fundamental values of social and political life. In the sociological literature,
class is most often defined according to one of three different emphases:
wealth, status, and power. An individual’s place in a social class is determined
by his or her position with respect to one of these characteristics. Although all
three determinants are interrelated in the sense that the possession of one may
strongly affect the acquisition of another, the question of which is the basic cri-

terion remains open. In this volume on the Middle East, we define class in
terms of power and employment position.5

CLASS AND POWER IN THE MIDDLE EAST

For our purposes, power refers to one’s ability to shape and control the behavior
of others.5! This ability may rest as much upon indirect personal maneuvering
and verbal persuasion as upon direct threat, coercive demand, or economic in-
ducement. The basis of power may be located in the political, economic, social,
educational, religious, or psychological systems. Because Islam is a way of life
that involves all of these dimensions, power relations in Islamic societies usually
involve a subtly integrated complex of factors. One Islamic scholar writes, for ex-
ample, that “political influence, military power, administrative rank, wealth,
birth, and schooling, in every possible combination, strengthened or counter-
acted one another in assigning a given individual his place in society.”? Wealth
is but one of a number of important variables that determine one’s

the class structure. Material resources have seldom been enough to
viduals consistently to attain their goals.

position in
enable indi-
Personal contacts, social manipulation,

~

i i ast. Serif
ously discussed but also the entire political process P I‘{hl-(;idulie::member-
Maerin cogently summarizes this point when he wrfmzs1 that aletS ti(; : Eus S

L I T~ he expectations of a less pr ) .

ship in a kinship group lrdal.lsf?i Fm sociI::tY the fact that he belonged to a well- tween Two Revolutions (Princeton, N,J.: Princeton University Press, 1982).
of the group that he could ris e ,regar ds the actual capacity to rise in ®For wo explicit attempts to discuss class anal
recognized stratum led to frustratio see Jacques Berque. “L'Idée des Classes dans I Histoire Contemporaine des Arabes.” Cahiers Interna-

Lo sy : : : tionaux de Sociologie 38 (1965): 169-184: and James A. Bill. “Class Analysis and the Dialectics of M d-
society. « im’ onal equality with his e g . ¥ o e st

(;}., E. von Grunebaum once wrote that “the Muslim’s petss i tq p d?;ect el ermzation in the Middle East,” International Journal of Middle East Studies 3 (October 1972): 417434,
fellows in the faith which is guaranteed, so to speak, by his right to a direct) thin The latter article provides the c
S A i withl

tfo:s‘:lip with his Lord does in no way preclude elaborate social stratification

onceptual and theoretical underpinnings for the linkage of class and
power. For a recent formulation, see Alan Richards and John Waterbury, A Political Economy of the

Middle East, second ed. (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1996).
®!This definition of power is slightly broader than those provided by scholars who have chosen to re-
word Max Weber's original definition. In our view, a power relation can involve more than getting
someone to do what he or she would not otherwise do. It can be a reinforcing pattern whereby one

individual encourages another to continue behaving in a certain way, or it may simply be a case of
one person's causing another to translate a predisposition into action.

52Von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam, p. 212,

*8Gustave E. von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam: A
University of Chicago Press, 1961}, p. 170.

**For an important study in which class is the basic ool of analysis, see Ervand Abrahamian, fran Be-

Study in Cultural Orientation, second ed, (Chicago:

ysis as it applies to Middle Eastern society and politics,

Yy Y P d
For a faSClnaullg and realistic s pOSluﬂl discussion b an ay u(:ulate g[ ou 0{ SChola;S alld Ml dle
Eastm n women about their str uggle for both power !ld authmlty, see A. RlC‘laId orton, et al.,
p a
der Politics and the State. W hat Do Middle Eastern Women Want?” in Mtddle East I OIIC_V 5 GSep—
Gen , £O .

tember 1997): 155-189.
57Mardin, “Historical Determinants,” p. 4.
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saintly ancestry, mystical strength, familial solidarity, higher educ:':\tion, poh}tllclal
maneuvering, and an innate sense of timing are all crucial ingredients that help
determine one’s class standing. . . .

Among the more common, if seldom recognized, dimensions of power that
have been instrumental in shaping the formation of Middle Eastern class struc-
ture are the following:

1. Exchange transactions in which one person convinces others to accede to
his or her wishes by rewarding them for so doing _ —
9. Informational exchanges that involve dispensing and withholding informa-
tion of varying degrees of value N . )
3. Decisional situations in which one person controls the decision-making en
i isi therein
vironment and thus the decisions made .
4. Debt-inflicting relationships in which one does favors for others with the
confident expectation that they will someday be re.turned .
5. Overt deference behavior by which one person gains the trust cl))f1 another
and thus makes the temporarily more powerful person vulnerable
6. Bargaining interactions that occur in environments of doubt and rest upon
i the compromise
such techniques as the bluff and : ' .
7. Kinship patterns in which family members strive to assist one another to im
prove their relative positions in the class structure "
8. Modes of misrepresentation that distort reality in a manner designed to
shift the balance of interpersonal influence

The exchange transaction is the simplest and most direct means of f?xoerm?gl
power; it is a major pattern in all societies. It is most often expre.ssed as manm;
dealings, which range all the way from salary transactions to bribery paymen C.
In the Middle East, a disproportionately high percentage of exchapge; trdinsa;r_
tions occur in noneconomic terms, since the objects of e.xchal?ge inc th npln-
sonal loyalty, political service, religious approval, and re‘hz}ble mif.ci;'mlao;i S.the

i itical in societies where informality ¢
formational exchanges are critica her ity
exercise of power and where decisions are made w1thlp personahsu; r}et;volxgrs;
Indeed, information is a valuable commodity in the Middle East. 'P;) itica ei:tioen
! .
constantly seek information concerning the actual andd}(;c])tentiial opposlasseS
i i rc
i i ieti jividuals and groups in the middle and lowe .
forces in their societies. Individua ‘ . \ T *
both hoard and barter information in order to improve their own positions 1
the social structure. . ) .
Another dimension of the power syndrome is thf{ ]')(linenlomencmlc:lf1 en;;r;lciv_
isi ing,” dinately situated individuals contro
cision making,” whereby superor . : P
i i nipulation and control o :
ior of subordinates through the ma _ e
i i : 63 An example of this phenomenon in
in which the latter must operate. : e
i i 1 of parliaments and political parties. :
dle East is the executive contro : ; e e e
i i ts and parties according to w putie:
tend to be made in the parliamen ‘ s
believe the will of the ruler to be. It is not necessary that there be any commu

8Gee Peter Bachrach and Morton S. Baratz’s classic discussion of the "ﬂondecésign;;gakmg process
in “Two Faces of Power,” American Political Science Review 56 (December 1962): 947-952.
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cation between the leadership and the representative. If deputies do not cor-
rectly anticipate what the ruler wants and do not act accordingly, they may find
themselves politically unemployed; or, as happened in the mid-1970s in Bahrain
and Kuwait, the rulers simply dissolve the parliamentary bodies themselves. Con-
trol is thus built into the structure of the system in a less than obvious manner.
Learning how to interact in this kind of system is essential to the determination
of one’s class standing.

One of the most distinctive facets of power relations in Middle Eastern society
is debt infliction. In the Muslim community of North Africa, “Every act requires
some form of reciprocation as an inherent aspect of its very nature: Every act cre-
ates an obligation or expresses a right held.”® Those upon whom debts are in-
flicted are put into a disadvantageous position of dependence. It is in this sense
that Fredrik Barth describes the mechanism as it manifests itself in the Swat Valley
in Pakistan. The relationship to political power is unmistakable here, since even
“gift-giving and hospitality are potent means of controlling others. . . ,”6% As one
Lebanese citizen puts it, gifts are “the lubricants of social interaction. "

Deference, which is part of the somewhat extravagant patterns of courtesy
and politeness that obtain in the Middle East, can be used effectively to balance
highly uneven personal relationships. When properly displayed, deference can
loosen the control of the more powerful actor over the less powerful individual,
Deferential behavior can stimulate a false sense of security in the superior per-
son in any relationship, thus heightening his or her vulnerability. It was in this
spirit that the Ziyarid prince Kai Ka'us Ibn Iskandar wrote his son that “if you are
being fattened by someone, you may expect very quickly to be slaughtered by
him, .. 767

Another context in which power exchange occurs in the Middle East is bar-
gaining, in which the actors in fact agree to disagree. Each side in the encounter
uses a wide variety of persuasive techniques in order to further his or her inter-
ests. The outcome of the confrontation remains in doubt until the very end of
the process, when one side indicates a willingness to accept the terms of the
other. An individual who is able to use an effective blend of candor and the
bluff, as in bargaining, can greatly enhance his or her position in the social and
political hierarchy.

The final two tactics of control and influence have to do with kinship ties
and modes of misrepresentation. As we noted earlier, the family is the most co-
hesive unit in Middle Eastern society. As such, it is least susceptible to radical
change and most reliable as a unit of personal and group support. The mobility
of one family member affects the potential mobility of the whole family. Entire
families often move up in the class structure. They are also downwardly mobile.

*'Lawrence Rosen, “Muslim-Jewish Relations in a Moroccan City," International Journal of Middle East
Studies 3 (October 1972): 438,

Fredrik Barth, Political Leadership among Swat Pathans (London: Athlone Press, 1959), p. 79.

*Fuad 1. Khuri, From Village to Suburb: Order and Change in Greater Beirut (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1975), p. 86,

*7Kai Ka'us Ibn Iskandar, 4 Mirror for Princes (The Qabis-nama), trans. by Reuben Levy (London:
Cresset Press, 1951), p. 191.
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Because of the centrality of the family in determining one’s position in the
power structure, individuals constantly seek to attach thems'el‘ves to prominent
families. This is usually accomplished through marriage, but it is also often dgne
through fictive kinship ties. This is only one of the forms of mlsrfe}l)r(isenta;;c;?
designed to help improve one’s class position. To exaggerate and fa sely ﬁmwﬂ[
der reality at propitious times is a techmqu.e more frowned upon int ed .
than in the Middle East, where such behavior oftextn deflects conflict and pre
vents violent confrontation. It also is a dimension of 1nﬂue‘nce that must be con-
sidered when explaining class membership and class conflict.

THE MIDDLE EASTERN CLASS SYSTEM

Throughout Islamic history, a person’s power position has been (.iloseljél m:-i:
twined with his or her occupational skill. Mode of employment to a large e[g e
determined an individual’s capacity to utilize the tthn-lq.ues and toboper?D 12 >
fectively in the environment discussed above. An mdwi;il%ll wasili tZsrt aderic
wield power using skills and talents one alrc.aady possessed. T ;: m usua)lz,o Or:
and bureaucratic occupations provided t;helf pra:rt;tclgjlzrts l::i)tugtlxlninforme%puse
tunities to strengthen their positions in 1e class s e
of the coercive, religious, and political dlmen510ps of power. The in : E
i een power and employment was a direct result of t.he developmen
2? (I::;grl:ai]z:egcial }Estory and the Prophet Muhammad's early str;lctures] 'C(Z?g::;:
ing the occupational bases of the community of Islam. Qne of‘ .t e earlie oun
dations for stratification was the assignment of the believers “to a more o e
definite hierarchy of professions.”®® For purposes of the followmlg en;;:; e
analysis of horizontal stratification i‘n the Mlldd_le East, we d;ﬁne clzoas;;eem e
largest aggregates of individuals united by ts):lmllar modes of employ
intaini imi ower positions in society. ' .
malfg‘;?;ﬁif;’:ll::;}? thinklzrs have presented v'iews of hor.izontal strat.lﬁc'aug;
that range from two-class to eight-class hierarchies. Accorr:hng to the crlif:;?sted
veloped above, the traditional Middle Easter_n Islamic social structure c e
of seven interrelated classes: the upper (rullr.lg) class, the burea_ulcratllc mrkin
class, the bourgeois middle class, the cl_eric mlddl(.: class, the‘tridl:imnjn:z eg
class, the peasant class, and the nomadic clhass. Tbls sc.hema includes ne p}a)nd,
three middle, and three lower classes. This demgnatmn of upper, i1:(111 l}el, nd
lower refers to the general power categories, while the more specific ?ati :e o
assigned on the basis of both powet_:r ani:l employment. The nomenc
indicates its employment function. ‘
eaChTizsfli)r;ilrcclass in thg trzg;tional Islamic social structure represen;e:l a‘\v ;1:3;
percentage of the population, usually less than 2 perc.ent. The uppefr C zzv Z jisir
ruling class, because it possessed a monopoly of the instruments od P?the an
authority in society. This class was composec} c?f the elhtes thglt‘ reste a(.1 busmes};
apex of the governmental, landholding, religious, mbal,. mi 1tar.§£,. an e
pyramids of influence. The rulers and the network.slof ruling fami ﬁeslw‘ cahe
core of the upper class. Also included were the military leaders, the larg

8Von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam, p. 177.
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landlords, the highest-level bureaucrats (the vazirs, for example), the leadership
of the ulema who supported the system, the tribal chieftains and khans, and the
wealthiest merchants and business entrepreneurs. This ruling class exhibited ex-
clusive and inclusive characteristics that tended to balance out one another, ulti-
mately stabilizing membership size. In most cases, a single member of this class
had a number of power-laden functions. For example, a member of the ruling
family was often at the same time a military leader and a large landlord. The
tribal nobility maintained large landholdings and were often among the high-
est-ranking military officials. In this way, wealth, influence, and coercive power
reinforced one another and strengthened one’s class position. This helped to
narrow upper-class membership. On the other hand, the kinship mechanism
tended to expand the size of the upper class while at the same time linking this
class to the various middle classes. The extended family ties of a ruler,
landlord brought new waves of individuals into ruling-class ranks.
of the best ways even today to understand ruling classes in Middle
eties is to analyze the structures of leading families,

Ruling classes in the contemporary Islamic Middle East are shaped by the
lines of kinship along which power flows. Family ties and intermarriage patterns
help solidify an inherently fragmented and fissured upper class. The lack of any
strong class consciousness, at least among the ruling class, is partially compen-
sated for by a kind of interfamilial and intrafamilial consciousness. Although
studies show that family membership in Middle Eastern upper classes is relatively
unstable, there are indications that a small number of families remain in upper-
class ranks over time. The informality of family structure in many ways mirrors
the character of the upper class, which is also relatively fluid. In a study of the
upper class (“patriciate”) of Muslim Nishapur from the tenth to the twelfth cen-
tury, Richard Bulliet writes that “the reality of the patriciate consisted in individ-
uals and families who knew each other and recognized each other as being
above the ordinary run of people. There was no formal membership in the pa-
triciate,”® [n sum, the upper class in Islamic history has been a complex of lead-
ing clerics, generals, vazirs, khans, and merchant kings familially and informally

bound together around the person of the ruler and his family. By virtue of its ad-
vantageous power position, this rulin

The bureaucratic middle class h
ditional middle classes. Its members
tal employees who staff the adminis
ditional education, these individual
bureaucratic functionaries of tradit
class, this middle class is rather loosel
many Islamic societies there were fa
families, kinship ties are not as im
the upper class.

In our concentric circles of class and power,
most closely rings the ruling class. It is an imp

vazir, or
Indeed, one
Eastern soci-

g class directs the political system of society.
as been the most powerful of the three tra-
hip is composed of the mass of governmen-
trative system. Possessing a minimum of tra-
s are the scribes, accountants, recorders, and
ional Middle Eastern society. Like the ruling

y and informally organized. Although in
milies that came to be known as bureaucratic
portant as class indicators here as they are in

the bureaucratic middle class
ortant intermediary class that

*Richard W. Bulliet, The Patricians of Nishapur: A Stu

dy in Medieval Islamic Social History (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1972), p- 86.
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translates the directives of the ruling class into action. This administering class
appears to be almost an appendage to the upper class because of its many points
of contact with the rulers. Owing to this proximity, the bureaucratic middle class
has more often served the interests of the ruling class than those of the other
middle and lower classes. While maintaining an important power of its own, this
class traditionally viewed its interests as intertwined with those of the upper class.
The proximity to power always held out to the bureauctatic middle class the pos-
sibility of movement into upper-class ranks.

Located approximately between the bureaucratic and cleric middle classes
is the bourgeois middle class, which is a class of businessmen, merchants, and
traders. The symbol and center of activity of this class is the bazaar, or sug. As an
individual, the merchant or trader has relatively little economic power and virtu-
ally no political influence. As a class, however, this bourgeoisie has considerable
political power. When ruling-class policies have seriously endangered the inter-
ests of commerce and the lifestyles of the merchant, the bazaar has often be-
come the heart of opposition to the regime in power. It was out of the ranks of
the bourgeoisie that Islam itself developed as a community and civilization. Also,
throughout the history of Islam, a number of social and religious movements
have sprung up from this class in opposition to the prevailing political order.

There are three reasons why the merchants and tradesmen have been able
to give birth to opposition movements. First, the members of this class managed
to institutionalize their traditional informal patterns of interaction in a system
of guilds and brotherhoods. Second, their organizational apparatus had a sem-
blance of ideology, which helped provide a rationalization for their activities.
This ideology was composed of various folk and mystic Islamic beliefs. Finally,
this kind of organizational and ideological framework linked the business mid-
dle class with important-elements in both the cleric middle class and the tradi-
tional working class. The sugs and bazaars were the meeting place for merchant,
cleric, and artisan.

The cleric middle class, which is composed of the lower and intermediate
ranks of the ulema, is the third traditional middle class. The members of this
class enjoy neither the political influence of the bureaucrats nor the wealth of
the businessmen. They have, however, possessed important religio-psychological
influence over those members of society who are practicing Muslims. They also
have controlled the educational system through their role as teachers and direc-
tors of the traditional educational institutions (maktabs and madrasas). The con-
stituency of the clerics has been largely concentrated within the lower classes,
and because of this, the interests of the cleric middle class have been closely en-
twined with those below them in the social structure.

The three traditional middle classes were closely related to one another in a
number of ways. The members of all these classes were the products of the same
educational system—a system that was directed by the ulema and that stressed
reading, writing, religious law, rhetoric, and the Quran. The educational
method used was rote memorization. One result of this was that all traditional
middle-class individuals had a similar value system, largely conservative. This
meant that these classes rebelled only under very special circumstances, consist-
ing of either a severe and adverse disruption of business conditions or a series of
policies by the ruling class that contradicted the tenets of Islam. Usually both
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::111;2:2 cr:nditions had to come about simultaneously in order for these middle
class r; ;ﬁﬂz ;tc; ;.ctwe opposition. Even then, the bureaucratic middle class
thre’:‘llle bulkl of the popu.lation of all Middle Eastern societies falls into the
ower classes, consisting of workers, peasants, and nomads. Ideally, Islam
cpmmands .th.at the community treat the poor and least powerful with cc;m as-
sion, 'The giving of alms is one of the acts that all the faithful are ex ectec}!) t
practice. In describing the class structure of Islamic communities Imarrl: Ali sor?
in-law of the Prophet, said of the lower classes: “Lowest of all a’re the afﬂ’icted—
and the poor who are the unfortunate and the suffering. They are always the
broken-hearted and the weary.” In fact, however, the situation of the ?ower
classes .has been little improved by such words of sympathy and ideals of charita-
ble assistance. The harsher realities of class structure are reflected in anoth
s«;heme o'f c1a§siﬁcation presented by the Abbasid courtier Yahya al-Fazl. He deiI:
zﬁs:ﬁsomety into four classes and then writes that “the remainder ar;a filthy
o a;nz titr“rz;r'lﬂt_”of scum, base cattle, none of whom thinks of anything but his
Most of the members of the lower class belong to the peasant class. In pre-
ponderantl}_' agricultural societies, these are the individuals who work t.he 1Prii
under a variety of arrangements that only alter the degree of their poverty, a(lile-
_pfn}(lience., disease, and ignorana‘a. The peasant class, located at the very bot,tom
of the social structure, has very little power and is thus exposed to exploitatio
by all the other classes in society. For the individual peasant, this usuaFl.ly meanrl
abuse at the hands of landlord, merchant, and government official. Peasants
hzlwe also often suffered from manipulation by the clerics and from the raids of
tribesmen. The situation of the nomadic lower class is not much better than tsith
of t}l:e peasants. The tribal masses have existed in a state of subjection to a hier-
archy of khans and have had to struggle to make a living from an often inh
pitable land. Because of a modicum of natural freedom and their occasionl:l i?‘j:

portance as military forces, the tribesmen have been

a cut .
the power structure. above the peasant in

o Tht; traditional wor_king class includes such groups as servants, manual labor-
rur, ;:ra tsmen, and artisans. In the Middle East, this class has been as much a
al as an urban phenomenon. Like the members of the other lower classes

3

;l}zii ::;(;ﬂ:i:; hta}llv: ezﬁ*ne;l thc}:lir Ii\}r;elihood through the use of their physical skills
ir hands, they have been scorned by the middl d :

classes. The members of this class have often joined uil};is roizsHane.
cord.lpgly, they h.tave enjoyed some organizatignal prgtecti05:11.1Eil‘lt:irsolt:;gFhlgtf_)::ﬂ;,t:;-l‘:w
traditional W(?I:klng class in the best power position among the lower clgsses )
; larz:z }t(l;icrillttlpnal class structure %n the Islamic Middle East remains in plz;ce to
in contemporary Middle Eastern society. There have been, how-

ever, a number of obvious changes that have largely resulted from the for,ces of

"Imam Ali, Farman to Mali
i, alik Ashtar, governor of Egypt, Sukh - Ali
Javad Fazil (Tehran, 1966), Pp- 242 (in Persian). i

bn al-Faqih, Kitab al-Buldan, as quoted in Reuben Levy,
Cambridge University Press, 1957), p. 67. ’

[The Words of Ali], trans. by

The Social Structure of Islam (Cambridge:
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modernization discussed in Chapter 1. Land reform programs, c.oup]ed wnlh: the
increasing emphasis upon industrialization, have c_aused a shx.ftmg of the as::
of power of the ruling class. Land ownership, wh:cp was a.ln 1.mportar1t :{ppthe
class power credential for centuries, has given way to 1ndustr1.al investment in :
form of contracting, banking, export-import trade, and'busmes? concessions o
all kinds. The traditional middle classes have grown in size rf:latlve to the upper
and lower classes, with the bourgeois middle class expanding at an espeizlally
rapid rate. Nomadic tribes are slowly being forced to settle, and as a result ar:
grudgingly blending into the peasantry. Strong rural-to-urban migration pa
terns have resulted in the mushrooming growth of shantytowns and the %:.ippeari:
ance of an unemployed proletariat that contir?ues to e?:panfi along the e 1fes 0_
the major cities. This last change is a dramatic one, since it represents the :p
pearance of an important modern addition to the centurle.s—old‘claﬁ struct]:l’lr .k
The relatively recent appearance of two new classes is a mg}llu u:ian(ti sl:;;aal
with the past patterns of horizontal stratification in the :1reac.l LBOE1 ??] iltt; f];rma_
working class and a professional middle class have emerged as de 1 L orma
tions in the second half of this century. Both. classes are the pro u}its o o
celerating process of modernization, and their roots trace b;ck tot ;:ngtr}i);vAfm_
large industry and the development of modern systems of education
AS]a;ln‘:i?J.l;ltc:i.alization and urbanization have been the major catalys.ts f(‘)r the EP;
pearance of the new urban industrial work?ng class. .Censuts data indicate t :ril-
this class still represents a small proportion in the various Middie faS[e;? <l:cc:ued
tries, but that it is growing at a rapid pace. The growing masses o _ulglel c{:)]azor
migrants referred to above are a ready ppol of unskilled and serr}llls i ed‘tiona]
for new industry. This new lower class is more po?verful than the tradi i
lower classes because of its strategic and visiple loca‘uon in the large c1t}1]es a:}::*:}
as its growing social awareness. The irfdusmal wqr}ung class, hgt.ve.ver, tat.; P casz
begun to realize its potential as a social and Pohtmal force. This is no
with the second and more recent class formation.

THE PROFESSIONAL MIDDLE CLASS

The forces of modernization and the acceleration.of accomp.an);llng Msi(c){;;;iel
change have given rise to the formation of a new m1dFlle class in t f:l i
East.”2 This class, which we here term the pr(}\fessmnal middle class, 1sh c_) e
members derive their power from skills obtained through a moden; lgt }::r (; y
cation. Many members of the new class seek to advance themse tYes ltli:)argld
their professional skills and talents rather than through t}}e use o we"; ek,
personal connections, two resources that mo.st of them lat.:k in zlmy casei) ep -
fessional middle class is not a bourgeois middle class, since its members ear

"For the pioneering study of this class, see Manfred Halpern, The Politics of So;;al Ckr:::lg:lt:i:h; f}\f::fs

dle East and North Africa (Princeton. N J.: Princeton University Press,. lgg‘i).P (;r! an afIm)_(n. ol

class as it challenged the shah’s regime in Iran, see ]ames.Alban Bill, The Politics ? F
. Classes, and Modernization (Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill, 1972).
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their livelihoods less through ownership of property or entrepreneurship in
business than through salaries, technical fees, scholarships, and professional
activities. This class is composed of white-collar workers engaged in technical,
professional, cultural, and administrative occupations, Its membership is
drawn largely from such groups as teachers, bureaucrats, professors, students,
technocrats, engineers, physicians, writers, artists, journalists, and middle-
ranking army officers. Among the army officers, we must include political
leaders such as Gamal Abdel Nasser, Anwar Sadat, and Husni Mubarak of
Egypt; Houari Boumedienne of Algeria; Mu‘ammar Qaddafi of Libya; and
Hafez al-Assad of Syria. All rose to power on the wave of the aspirations of the
new middle class,
Although the professional middle class is not a class of intellectuals, it may
be properly termed an intelligentsia, since it composes the intellectual elite in
society. Unlike the educated members of the ruling class, who enjoy the twin
privileges of great wealth and political authority, the members of the profes-
sional middle class have little other than their education to fall back on.
Whereas the members of the traditional middle classes rested their power on the
older educational system, dominated by religion, the individuals in the new mid-
dle class draw their influence from the modern educational system. This is what
makes them an increasingly indispensable segment of society. Modernization re-
sults in constantly accelerated demands for qualified physicians, engineers, tech-
nocrats, teachers, and soldiers. Economic and industrial development guaran-
tees the growth of the new middle class.
In Turkey, Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia, members of the professional middle class
have come to hold political power and have begun to implement developmental
programs with varying degrees of success. In Iraq, Syria, Algeria, and Sudan, indi-
viduals from the new middle class have taken political control but have failed to
solve the problem of division and discord among groups and classes. This failure
has severely retarded political development and modernization. In Morocco,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and the various Gulf shaikhdoms, the professional intelli-
gentsia remain largely locked out of the political arena. In Morocco and Jordan,
where this class is a relatively large one, a number of its members have moved into
the political elite as the result of a calculated policy of co-optation on the part of
the ruling class. All in all, membership in the professional middle class throughout
the Islamic Middle East is rapidly approaching 15 to 20 percent of the population.
The professional middle class is a threat to the traditional sociopolitical sys-
tem in the Middle East. Many of its members decry the old network of personal-
ism, favoritism, nepotism, and influence wielding that continues in many cases
to suffocate their own opportunities to move forward on the basis of profes-
sional merit. What makes this class such a serious threat to the traditional social
structure is not so much that all its members are agents of modernization but
that some of its members demand political development. The latter refuse to re-
late to the ruling class in terms of subservience and deference. Instead, they de-
mand a share of political authority and promise to uproot the power relations
upon which the authority structure rests.
The professional middle class is composed of many individuals whose goals

include a transformation of power relations and the authority structure. Many
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of them prefer professionalism to personalism, justice to wealth, intellectual
freedom to imposed stability, and effective political participation to political co-
optation. Even in Saudi Arabia, a growing professional middle class chafes at the
monopolizing power of one family and the social control and economic corrup-
tion that prevail in the country. In Lebanon, the new middle class is very weak
economically. “But in no sense should this detract from its vital role as carrier of
new skills, ideologies, and styles of life. And this is certainly more relevant to its
role as an agent of modernization.”” It was shortly after the Egyptian coup in
1952 that Ahmad Baha’eddine wrote that this new middle class was “the greatest
hope we have for progress.”

The professional middle class has seldom borne out such hope, however, as
it has not been as much a force for development as might have been expected.
Besides the extraordinary strength of the traditional political system, there are
other reasons why the new middle class has failed to implement much deep-
seated reform.

Like every other social unit in the Middle East, this class is torn by internal
cleavages and tensions. These divisions are along the lines of kinship, ethnicity,
religion, occupation, social origins, geography (urban and rural), and university
background. All of these divisions in turn affect the individual’s orientations to-
ward modernization and political development. The influence of those who
would uproot the traditional patterns of power and authority tends to be nulli-
fied by those who seek to preserve the traditional processes in order to improve
their own positions in the system. This group usually supports modernization at
the expense of political development. These are the maneuverers in the new
middle class who survive by manipulation while lacking the civility and courte-
ous charm that was the hallmark of the aristocrats of the older generation. It is
this segment of the professional middle class that is readily corruptible. In a stir-
ring indictment of this group within the intelligentsia, one novelist writes:
“Every country east of the Mediterranean is torn to bits by ever-competing jeal-
ous politicos coming to power by some kind of inheritance. . . . But I can envis-
age the day when these countries will be even worse, torn by degree-holders
more self-interested and sycophantic than their predecessors, and far, far less
charitable. If you think the sheikh grinds the faces of his tribesmen you should
wait and see the Ph.D. grind the faces of all and sundry, without even a touch of
the magnanimity we pride ourselves on.””>

The professional middle class remains crippled in its challenge to tradi-
tional sociopolitical relations in the Middle East. The deep fissures throughout

"Samir Khalaf, “Urbanization and Urbanism in Beirut: Some Preliminary Results.” Paper prepared
for delivery at the Twenty-first Annual Near East Conference, Princeton, N J., April 9-10, 1970, p.
37. This paper documents the important appearance of a new professional middle class in the
Hamra district of Beirut. See also Samir Khalaf and Per Kongstad, Hamra of Beirut: A Case of Rapid
Urbanization (Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1973).

"Ahmad Baha'eddine, “Al-iqta‘iyyun wal-ra’smaliyyun wal-muthaqqafun” {“Feudalists, capitalists,
and intellectuals”], in Rose Al-Yussif, no. 1353 (May 17, 1954), as quoted in Anouar Abdel-Malek,
Egypt: Military Society, trans. by Charles Lam Markmann (New York: Vintage Books, 1968), p. 178.

"Jabra L. Jabra, Hunters in a Narrow Street (London, 1960), as quoted in A Middle East Reader, ed. by
Irene L. Gendzier (New York: Pegasus, 1969}, p. 114.
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confined within the boundaries of a single class. Family units, for example, tend
to belong to a single class. Certainly, class divisions serve to retard individual and
group mobility.

Class conflict in the Middle East is 2 muted phenomenon. There are three
major reasons for this, and all of them relate to the impact of vertical stratifica-
tion. First, the existence of a wide variety of important intraclass groups in the
Middle East renders class units relatively diffuse. Fissures within classes are nu-
merous and deep enough to weaken class cohesion and to retard class con-
sciousness. Loyalty to primordial groups such as the family takes precedence
over loyalty to class. Second, the plethora of groups with multiclass membership
promotes interclass communication and draws together individuals from differ-
ing classes on the basis of shared group goals. As we have pointed out, this helps
to integrate the class structure and therefore to mellow class conflict. Third, the
group structure provides a system of mobility channels through which individu-
als can rise and fall in the class hierarchy. This constant individual movement
across class lines lessens the harsh impact of class confrontation.

The pages of Middle Eastern history are dotted with dramatic examples of
individual and group mobility. As one writer puts it, in the Middle East “one can
be a liar in the morning, a vizir in the evening, and perhaps hanged on the fol-
lowing day.””® Stretching vertically through the class structure are a number of
shifting ladders of group configurations that, although unsteady and unpre-
dictable, nonetheless can be negotiated by enterprising individuals. Many of the
rungs of such ladders are difficult to discern because of the informal and con-
cealed nature of their formation. Informal groups are, in general, the most reli-
able of the groups that span class divisions. Examples of groups that connect the
middle and upper classes include military officer cliques, mystic orders, high ad-

ministrative caucuses, and interfamilial marriage clusters. Letus examine the
last example in more depth.

Nuclear families more often tend to be intraclass groups than do extended
families, since the latter include a larger number of individuals, each striving to
improve his own position in the social system. However, once one member of ei-
ther a nuclear or an extended family is able to improve his class standing, he
subsequently acts as a force that helps to propel other family members forward
in the power structure. At the very minimum, the individual in the higher class
will be able to protect and defend his family’s interests. Always, however, when
familial membership is spread among classes, it acts as a brake on class tension
and conflict. A more significant aspect of family-group structure in relation to

class interaction is the mechanism of interfamilial marriage. In the Middle East,
the marriage of two individuals is better described as the union of two families.
When the marriage partners are of different social classes, entire family clusters
develop relatively tight interclass relationships. Indeed, it is very common and
increasingly possible for individuals of middle-class background to search con-
sciously for a mate who comes from a powerful upper-class family.

76yincent Monteil, Morocco (New York: Viking Press, 1964), p. 141, as quoted in Rosen, “Rural Politi-
cal Process,” p. 223.
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and class conflict. The presence of the Palestinians, a highly politicized ap-
pendage to the Lebanese lower class, only exacerbated the struggle. When
group and class lines begin to coincide in the Middle East, the system begins to
lose its balanced stability. Violent conflict is often the result, and the consequent
changes can either accelerate or retard development. In Chapters 4 and 5, we
will examine those individuals who do most to determine the directions that
these changes will take.
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