


Myth and Fact

e [srael surprised
« |srael knew of Egyptian mobilization

e Jraumatic event

Watershed moment

"The Mvth of Defeat: The Memor

of the Yom Kippur war in Israeli
Society"


https://web.archive.org/20141006083108/http://www.policyarchive.org/handle/10207/bitstreams/10011.pdf
https://web.archive.org/20141006083108/http://www.policyarchive.org/handle/10207/bitstreams/10011.pdf
https://web.archive.org/20141006083108/http://www.policyarchive.org/handle/10207/bitstreams/10011.pdf

Background

e 1967 Arab-lIsraeli War: unfulfilled dreams

 Six Days Of War: June 1967 and the making of the Middle East (2001) Michal Oren

e Six Days: How the 1967 war shaped the Middle East (2005) Jeremy Bowen

~* Domestic politics: U.s., Israel, Arab states



https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v19
http://www.shapell.org/manuscript.aspx?169472

1967

Jerusalem united

Invincibility of Israeli armed
forces

Further resentment of Arab
nations




Background

* |srael’s tailure to detect the war plans in Cairo and
Damascus was due to a combination of intelligence
reakdown and political misperception.

* The roots of the Israeli psyche which led to the




Background

* |srael’s lack of trust in her neighboring countries was epitomized by
the unfortunate saying of the powerful Defense Minister Moshe
BEVETR

e “Better Sharm el-Sheikh without peace than peace without Sharm
el-Sheikh.”




Background

* Since the humiliation of the Six Day War,“There was
a devastating feeling of crisis and defeat,” explains
gyptian author and journalist Gamal El-Ghitani.

* Four months after taking power, Sadat had offere
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National Security based on
defensible borders
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Background

¢ S0, left to contemplate a war, Sadat found an ally. Syrian
President Hafez al-Assad had come to power through a

coup d'etat in 1970, and he too had a point to prove to his
people.

e Hisham Jaber, the director of the Middle East Studies
Centre in Beirut, explains: "Hafez al-Assad was the
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www.allazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2013/10

timeline-war-october-201310684341831534.htm|


http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2013/10/timeline-war-october-201310684341831534.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2013/10/timeline-war-october-201310684341831534.html

Background

e Sadat and Mubarak, Meir and Sharon, Nixon and Kissinger, Brezhnev
and Dobyrnin.

e |t was a vicious war between Arab and Jew

e neoclassical realism




Timeline

e 6 October Egypt and Syria invade Israel

o evidence show extent of war

e Holiest day of Jewish year



http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/specialseries/2013/10/war-october-2013102172128280627.html




The War

* Massive and successful Egyptian crossing the Suez Canal. After
crossing the 1967 cease-fire lines, Egyptian forces advanced into

the Sinai Peninsula .

e After three days, Israel had mobilized most of its forces and
managed to halt the Egyptian oftensive, settling into a stalemate.




The war

* |srael then launched a four-day counter-offensive deep into Syria.

* Within a week, Israeli artillery began to shell the outskirts of
Damascus.

* As Egyptian president Anwar Sadat began to worry about the
integrity of his major ally, he believed that capturing two strategic
passes located deeper in the Sinai would make his position
stronger during the negotiations. He therefore ordered the

o




Tiberios

Isroeli units regained the
"Purple Line" positions by
10 October and shifted the
divisions of Loner and

Eyton farther north for the
11 October ottock north of
Quneitro. See Map llb
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DA MEIR'S MEMOIRS|

ALL the events upon which I
ve touched, none is 8o hard for
to write about as the war of
tober, 1973, the Yom Kippur
ar. But it happened, and so it
longs here — not as & military
. because that I leave

with me. I found myself in a
ition of ultimate responsibili-
at a time when the State faced
e greatest threat it had known.
The war began on October &,
bt when I think about it now my
ind goes back to May, when we
ceived information about the
inforcement of Syrian and
igyptian troops on the borders
r intelligence people thought
was most unlikely that war
buld break out, but nonetheless
decided to treat the matter

.H.Q. myself., Both the
inister of Defence (Moshe
ayan) and the Chief-of-Staff,
avid Elazar, who ls known

oughout the country by his
ckname, ''Dado,'" briefed me
oroughly on the armed forces'
ate of preparedness, and I was
bnvinced that the army was
ady for any contingency —
en for full-scale war. Also my
hind was put at rest about the
estion of a sufficlently early
arning. Then, for whatever
eason, the tension relaxed.

In September we atarted to
ceive Information about &
uild-up of 8yrian troops on the
olan Heights, and on the 13th of
at month an air battie took
lace which ended in the down-
g of 13 Syrian MIGs.

Despite this, our Intelligence
eople were very reassuring.

e continued Syrian reinforce-
ent of troops was caused, they
plained, by the Syrians' fear
at we would attack.

On Wednesday morni Oc-
ber 3, sner turther evidence of
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The nightmare of
Yom Kippur

Although reassured by the Minister of
Defence, the Chief of Staff and the Head
of Intelligence at a meeting on October
5, 1973, that Israel was in no danger of
a joint Syrian-Egyptian attack, Golda
Meir was still terrified of war breaking
riously. At that time, Iwentto out, “Today, I know what I should have

situation on the agenda for Sun-
day's Cabinet meeting.

On Thursday, &s usual, T went
to Tel Aviv. In fact, it was a
short week in any case, because
Yom Kippur (the Day of Atone-
ment) was to begin on Friday
evening and most pecple in
Israe! were taking a long
weekend.

I suppose that by now. thanks
in part to the war, even non-Jews
who had never heard of Yom
Kippur before know that this ls
the most solemn and the most
sacred of all the days in the
Jewish calendar. Believing
Jews, totally abstalning from
food, drink and work, spend
Yom Kippur (which, like all
Jewish holldeys and the Sabbath
itself, begins In the evening of
one day and ends in the evening
of the next) In the synagogue,
praying and atoning for sins that

ve committed in the
e past year
In lsrael it is & day on which

an attack

reminded me of what had

happened prior to the Six Day

War, and I didn’t like it at all
Why the haste? What did those
Russian families know that we
didn't know? Was It possible that
they were being evacuated?

In all the welter of informa-
tion pouring into my office that
one little detail had taken root in
my mind, and I couldn't shake
mynel! free of it.

I asked the Minister of
Defence, the Chief-of-Staff and
the Head of Intelligence whether
they thought this plece of infor-
mation was very important. No,
it hadn't in any way changed
thelr assessment. I was assured
that we would get adequate warn-
Ing of any real trouble, and
anyway, sufficient rein-
forcements were being sent to
the fronts to carry out any
holding operation that might be
required.

But I was worried. What it
they were wrong? If there were

done. I should have overcome my hesita-
tions and listened to the warnings of my
own heart and ordered a call-up.”
Instead, she went home, to be awakened
at 4 a.m. on Yom Kippur with news that
the Egyptians and Syrians would launch
“late

in the afternoon.”

attended by the Chief-of-Staff
and the Head of Intelligence. We
heard all the reports again, in-
cluding the one that concerned
the rushed — and to me still In.
explicable — departure of the
Russian families from Syria. But
again, no one seemed very
alarmed.

Nevertheleas, I decided to
speak my mind. "'Look,"” T sald,
"1 have a terrible feeling th
this has all happened before. It
reminds me of 1967, when we
were accused of massing troops
against Syria, which is exactly
what the Arab Press is saying
now. And I think that all
means something.'' As a result,
although as a rule a Cabinet
decision i required for a full-
scale call-up, that Friday we
passed a resolution that if
necessary the Minister of
Defence and I could do so by
ourselves.,

I also said that we should get
in touch with the Americans so

D dpaty
lam Clernents
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Defence Secrw
th:tm inter
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all, they weren't just ordina
soldiers. They were all high
experienced generals, men w!
had fought and led other men
spectacularly victorious battle)
Was I perhaps talking mysq
into something? I couldn|
answer my own quenlonl

Today I know w
have done. I should h-ve ove
come my hesitations, That F
day morning I should ha
listened to the warnings of
own heart and ordered a call-
For me that fact cannot aj
never will be erased, and the
can be no consolation
anything that anyone else has
say or in all of the commonse!
rationalisations with which nf
colleagues have tried to comfo
me.

It doesn't matter what log
dictated. It matters only that

ble knowledge for the rest of
life. I shall never again be t
person I was before the Yo
Kippur War.

Then, however, I sat in the
fice, thinking and agonising ui
I just couldn't sit there any mo
and I went home.

Once or twice the childre:
dog barked, but otherwise it w
« typically sllent Yom Kipp
night, I lay awake for hours,
able to sleep. Eventually I m
have dozed off. Then, at abo

m., the phone next to my b
rang. It was my milita

attack on Israel “late in
afternoon.

There was no doubt any moi
I told Lior to ask Dayan,
Allen and Galili to be in my
fice before 7 a.m. On the w
there, 1 caught sight of an ¢
man going to synagogue,
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Nuclear Confrontation

* The Yom Kippur War seriously damaged U.S.-Soviet relations
including President Richard Nixon’s much publicized policy of
detente.

e The Syrians were driven back, with Israeli troops seizing the
strategically important Golan Heights. Egyptian forces retreating back
through the Sinai Desert, were surrounded and cut off by the Israeli
army Secretary of State Henry Krssrnger together Wrth hrs Sovret




* Both the United States and the Soviet Union
initiated massive resupply efforts to the
respective allies during the war (11,14.10

e U.S.-Soviet Union nuclear forces on alert







Qutcome

* Egypt (Sadat) achieves objective




Qutcome

e Ceasefire
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Qutcome

e No war left the Israeli society more traumatized and in search of
leadership and guidance than the October War

 resignation of Golda Meir = Yitzhak Rabin

* |srael was caught by complete surprise, the lead up to this became
known is as the “fiasco”.




| egacy

e Asaf Siniver (2013).

. Oxford University Press. p. 6.
"For most Egyptians the war is remembered as an
unqguestionable victory- militarily as well as
politically...(p.6) The tact that the war ended with
Israeli troops stationed in the outskirts of Cairo and in



https://books.google.com/books?id=GS4DBQAAQBAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=GS4DBQAAQBAJ

| egacy

e PR. Kumaraswamy (11 January 2013).
. Routledge.”Yom Kkippur war...its final outcome
was, without doubt, a military victory...(p. 185

* William B. Quandt (2005).



https://books.google.com/books?id=R_YrBgAAQBAJ&pg=PA184
https://books.google.com/books?id=R_YrBgAAQBAJ&pg=PA184
https://books.google.com/books?id=6Jm0YNKvQsAC
https://books.google.com/books?id=6Jm0YNKvQsAC
https://books.google.com/books?id=6Jm0YNKvQsAC

| egacy

* William B. Quandt (1977).

CKissinger and Nixon consistently
warned Israel that she must not be responsible for
initiating a Middle east war



https://books.google.com/books?id=5CgBKRxP3twC&pg=PA155
https://books.google.com/books?id=5CgBKRxP3twC&pg=PA155
https://books.google.com/books?id=5CgBKRxP3twC&pg=PA155

QOutcome for U.S.-Israel

o Airlift cemented shift from 2nd to 1st role of military
hardware provider

e Kissinger-Nixon-Meir played both domestic and f.
roles







Recommendation

e [he Yom Kippur War: The Epic Encounter That
Transformed the Middle East (2013) Abraham
binovich




