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Who are the Roma? 

What do we know about them? 

• Family oriented 

• Ostracised by rest 

of the society 

• India origin 

• Nomadic until 

1950´s in Czech 

• Have their own 

culture 

• Loud 

 

• Property is 

portable – gold, 

small and precious 

• Own language 

• Big communities, 

live outside of the 

main  society 

• Music – inspiration 

for round-Europe-

music (folk) 

• Stealing and thiefs 



How do we feel about them? 

• Uncomfortable – 

reaction to being 

different 

• Concerned – 

aware of 

stereotypes 

• Atracted to exotic 

image 

• Anxious – due to 

loudness 

• Pleasant surprice 

• Related to the idea 

of otherness 

• Admiration for 

individuals, 

dancing 

• Fear 

• Mixture of feelings 

• Guilt, realising my 

own priviledge 



Where have we met them? 

• Classroom 

• Street 

• Park 

• Public transport 

• Every eastern 

Slovakian village 

• Neighbourhood, 

near my house 

• Shops, shopping 

centres 

• Train, bus stops 

• Internet 

• Hospital 



How do you know you are not a 

Roma? 
• Noone told me so 

• Don´t look like one 

• Do not know their 

language 

• I do not identify as 

one 

• I cannot dance 

• Me and my family 

do not act like 

Roma people 

• They do not accept 

me as one of them 

• I never take part in 

their 

culture/systém 

• I do not have 

Roma ancestors 

• Do not have 

experience of 

racism 



Aim of the course: 

• Gain factual 

information 

• Get different points 

of view 

• Meet Roma 

material culture 

 

• Critically work with 

this information 

• Make ethical 

decisions 

• Broaden horizons  



Dom people 





   Blacksmithery 









History of the Roma 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwpJk

pC2QW8 



Christian Europe 



Otoman empire 





Marie Theresa 1740-1780 



Moravian Roma 



1860´s slavery abolished in 

Rumania 



Finland and abolishment of 

death penalty 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaAzL

HXmgEQ 



Walachian/Olach Roma 



Olach    



Slovakian Roma 




