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The 1876 Constitution: Sultan 
Abdülhamit II., the Grand Vizier, and 
the millets grant freedom to an 
idealized female figure representing 
Turkey, whose chains are being 
smashed. The flying angel displays a 
banner with the motto of the French 
Revolution: Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 
in Turkish (Arabic script) and in Greek. 
The scene takes place in a generic 
Bosporus scenery. Reproduced from a 
1908 postcard (the printed caption of 
1895 is inaccurate) celebrating the re-
introduction of the constitution thanks 
to the Young Turk Revolution of 1908.
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