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The Caucasus

* Large mountainous zone,
*  Small republics of the huge Soviet Union,

*  Conflict countries from headline news.







The Caucasus
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The Caucasus

* “The new world disorder”

* 8 conflicts: N-K, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, the Prigorodniy Rayon
of North Ossetia and Chechnya — hundred thousand deaths, two

million six hundred thousand refugees and Internally Displaces
Persons.

* Ethnic based autonomous regions of Soviet era




Geographical settings in the Caucasus

* Northern border: Krasnodar and Stavropol Krai, Russian mainland
begins.

* Western border: eastern border of Ottoman empire.
* Southerns border: Araxes river, Iran’s northern border.

* Political map: three states- Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia plus
North Caucasus, part of RF.

* 400, 000km2 over 20 million people.
* North Caucasus and South or Trans-Caucasia (from Russian

Zakavkazi terms.




Museum of peoples

* The North Caucasus: two groups

* 1. indigenous Caucasian peoples, the Vainakh peoples composed
of Chechens, Ingush and Tsova-Tush and Daegstani peoples
composed of Avars, Lezgins, Dargins and Laks and the Abkhaz
and Circassian peoples.

* 2. Turkic and Iranian settlers, Ossetians and Tats.




Ethnolinguistic Groups in the Caucasus Region

e e e ——" 1 .Flae.m-.- .

Rostaw ! oA

- .

Sea Foutaisi, Gedtia 'E‘Ehrr:!ﬁ
-
Georgia - o
- &
Caucasian Indo-Eurcpeasn
— Peoples — Peoples
o b e EaE LurriEnizn
v Abichac 1 [ & Asmenkan
Circasinre ek
= M Aoy w [l Greek
3 e r ks =
& £ ] Eanandin . “'-an:callu‘d
S Eargian e F OeRRctnEn
£ S Geargian == S| Tly=h
Cragestani Elawic
L3 Argull 3] R Russian
7 Perar
A o Dasgin Alcaic Peoples
@ I oLak = S
= L LaFgin Tarkic X
HE Rzl =2 £ ATar ,
= Thoasaran e Halkar e
13 EakEiisr T Earachay '.- "
veinakh I -
'l-: "3|I-I'H'.||I_II'II- 77 T Erkmnen —  Republic. cblast or kray boundasy
i
el e FMongol
e T F'__'i ok k Lo msrelend

Soped reedy peoErba b oo el NP el S 2T ST BT T e Tl Hakas




| ULt IS U U R v
nnomyssk 7/
-/ I e

d  CASPIAN
SEA

#5

BLACK SEA  *¥

utaily

\.-\rr'\
1

1

N N
#16 =\ GEQ
~
T
BATUM ~
}— -ﬂ(halts’ g
. = /-\.—---\_.‘"\. s.‘ \.1\ b
A Y
N6 (™ :
N ARTVIN 7 ; oy S
RIZE —< - / RDAHAN \
NORTH CAUCASIAN {1} | Z / _>
ADYGHE-ABKHAZ {1A} ‘\ ” . o
1 West C_ircassian {1A-aa} N (7 7 \ i
Py e 9 Avar {1BB-a) 18 Wider Khvarshi {1BC-a} 26 Kadar {1BE-3} 35 Archi {15828} [0 44 Khinalug {1BG-a)
Az s 10 Andi {1BB-b} 19 Dido {1BC-b} 27 Muirin {1BE-4} 36 Tsakhur {1BF-b}
11 Botlikh {1BB-c} 20 Hinukh {1BC-c} 28 Meaeb {1BE-5} 37 Rutul {1BF-c} KARTVELIAN {2}




The museum of people
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M ap 3: E thnic Settlement Patterns in Armenia and Azerbaijan, 1989
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The crossroad of religions

* Islam both Shi'i and Ja'fari Shi'i Islam — majority of Azeris.

* Sunni tradition in Dagestan. Hanafi school in Chechnya and
Ingushetia, the Turkic Karachais and Balkars, the Ajars of Georgia
and minority of Azeris (15-25%), minority of Ossetians (20-30%)
and Abkhazians (35%).

* Judaism: Georgian Jews, Tays and Mountain Jews in Azerbaijan
and Dagestan.




The crossroad of religions

Azerbaijan - a nation with a Turkic and
majority-Muslim population. The Armenian Apostolic Church




Georgia — Orthodox Christianity







Languages

7| LANGUAGE
_ ] GROUPS

v INTHE |
Hf 1 REGION |

IMDO-EUROPEAM
SLANVIC B ARMEMIAMN

IE&MNTAM

MORTHWEST CAUCASIAM

[
(10
BE nakH [l DAGESTANIAN
]
]

E&aETYELIAN
TUREIC (ALTAIC)




Languages

men
oo
shah
chah
bay
chay
rrah
say
Ve
dune
ray
hune
pure

R R T T PR O R i

Sddcboruadboa2rbrNasY

._nl.“ 2 -, 2 Waw
=1 B

m M FrRPENENT R 3TEADR S o &
ol £

= m_uBanEMEGUiSPBh¢£G$
JE

.mm mm i £ _ = @ £ € £ ©

o memmmHmmMm_wmmmmM.ﬁm_w
=3 B

— 78]

<|F

()}

i

-

o ¥l

o o o | S

3

E?
BT
EIETEI

1

=

3

Gm.,.o dd

The Georgian alphabet



Changes in the Arzerbaijan Alphabet Sequence in the 20th Century
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Early history

* The advanced economy and ‘
favorable geographic and
natural conditions of the area
attracted
the Byzantine, Persian, Mong
ol, Ottoman and
Russian empires.

Ancient countries of Caucasus:
Armenia, Iberia, Colchis and
Albania.

SARMATIA
ASIATICA .
Caspian
Sea

ASIA
MINOR

MESOPOTAMIA



Culture

The area was home to the well-developed
bronze culture known as the Colchian culture.

Golden braceletes, ¢ 5-4 centuries BC.




Course goals

* By the end of the semester, students will be able to identify, analyze and evaluate who were the
conflict parties? What were the parties” incompatible goals, values and interests? What were the
trigger events and issues at stake? How the conflicts evolved and why they have never been resolved?

* The learning outcomes of the course will enable students upon completion to:
* 1. Engage critically with different theories of ethnic conflicts.
* 2. Obtain a broad knowledge of the conflict escalations process in the Caucasus region.

* 3. Acquire insights of how political developments, socio-economic process and systemic features
resulted into the outbreak of violence.

* 4. Examine the nature of conflicts in the Caucasus with respect to factors that generates those
conflicts and their change in time.

* 5. Acquire knowledge of international engagement towards conflict settlement and establishment of
democratic institutions in the Caucasus.



Requirements

* Readings: Students are responsible for completing all readings before every class and coming to class prepared to
discuss issues indicated for every session.

* Attendance: “spot attendance”.

* Take home exercises: There will be two take-home assignments during the semester. The length of the assignment
should vary between 1800 and 3600 characters. Each of the assignments will be graded between 0 and 10 points.

1. Are the conflicts in the Caucasus ethnic? If yes, explain why? If not, what type are the conflicts in this region? (choose

only one conflict) Due to: 21 November 2020.

2. Based on comparison of Russian and Western engagement in the Caucasus conflicts explain, which strategy is more

successful for building sustainable stability in this region? Due to 12 December 2021.

* Presentation (10 points): Each student is required to present one presentation from the assigned literature for 10-12
minutes.

* Final written test: The final written test will contain 10 open questions from the mandatory literature. You will have a
maximum of 60 minutes to complete the written test. There will be several terms of final examination in the Information
System. Final Grading: The maximum is 60 points; the minimum to complete the course is 35 points.

* A 56 - 60 points, B 51 - 55 points, C46 - 50 points, D 41 — 45 points, E 36 — 40 points, F less than 36 points.
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