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Turow dispute – debate  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=iN6LvH_4Q3g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iN6LvH_4Q3g


Source: www.quora.com



Role of Coal

Long history of  usage

Fueled industrial revolution and modern 

economy

Significant role in shaping modern social 

policies and left/socialist/communist 

movements

Enormous environmental impacts









Increasing demand

Coal still largest source of  primary energy supply after oil



Power sector demand largely responsible

Asia Pacific region consumes 73% of  the world´s 

coal,responsible for almost all the growth

Decrease in the EU and US

New production records in India, Indonesia, Russia



Coal Phase-out 

The EU is committed to decarbonizing its energy mix

- coal as number one victim

Increasing pressure on Member states

Climate policies vs. socio - economic impacts of energy

transition



Just Transition

The Just Transition Mechanism (JTM) is a key tool to ensure that 

the transition towards a climate-neutral economy happens in a 

fair way, leaving no one behind

€55 billion over the period 2021-2027 in the most affected 

regions, to alleviate the socio-economic impact of  the transition

The Just Transition Fund (JTF) is the first pillar of  the Just 

Transition Mechanism (JTM)





Poland
Poland, the second-largest consumer of  coal in the EU

Perceived as a hard-line defender of  this fuel and climate-

troublemaker within EU climate policy and 

decarbonization efforts. 

The fundamental objective of  Polish energy policy is to 

provide security, with competitiveness, economic 

efficiency, and environmental concerns being secondary

For Poland, being secure means being as independent 

from foreign supplies as possible, especially from Russian 

commodities



Polska węglem stoi 

Coal produces around 93% of  Poland's electricity

The coal mining  industry employs around

100,000 people

Mining unions have special power position 

Barbórka

Electoral votes 

Clean air initiative , local enviromental opposition 





“Coal is our stabilizer and guarantor of energy security for our energy sector,”

claimed ex-Minister of Energy Tchórzewski in 2019 (Tchórzewski, 2019)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq1cWMs3kI4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpiKcNOSEWc&t=102s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6IdMVfmXw0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq1cWMs3kI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpiKcNOSEWc&t=102s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6IdMVfmXw0


Poland under pressure 

EU pressure to phase-out coal 

Low coal prices vs. high extraction costs 

The problems of  Polish coal sector 

Kompania Weglowa, state own energy companies in trouble 

Imports
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Figure 1. Total production of hard coal and lignite, 1990-2018 

Production of hard coal  [1990 = 100%] Production of lignite [1990 = 100%]

Source: Authors’ own graph based on Eurostat data 
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Figure 2. Total  amount of hard coal  imports to Poland 

Source: Authors’ own graph based on Program dla sektora górnictwa węgla kamiennego w Polsce /Eurostat
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Figure 3. Balance of  coal  imports

Total imports (Mt) Imports from Russia (Mt)

Source:Państwowy Instytut Geologiczny/wysokienapiecie.pl/ Eurostat



Poland 2.0?

New PEP 2040 

Nuclear ?

Offshore wind 

Coal phase-out by 2049



Turów dispute
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tM1dqv1vDCQ 

Czechia waters vs Polish energy

security

https://turow2044.pl/en/homepage



Who are the winners and losers of coal 
phase-out?



Thank you for your attention!

konvalinova@mail.muni.cz
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