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The Politics of Decision-making: American Presidents, and Israeli
Prime Ministers in Crisis



Course Overview

- This course will focus on the connections between
- the dynamics of foreign policy decisions and

- the substance of specific foreign policy crisis.

- We will learn the relationships among the various decision
types,




Course Overview

There will be case studies.

Each case study is a crisis.

Those that have been chosen have been done
~ either for their decision type and how the leader




Course Objectives

- The understanding of decision types and how
political, psychological, cultural, social, and
organizational factors influence said decision
during crisis.




Learning Objectives

- Describe the development of both the American presidency and
Israeli premiership to evaluate the consequences and outcomes of
the decision making process during crisis;

- Explain the formal and informal mechanisms that leaders can use
to achieve objectives in a crisis when interacting with other
branches of government, the bureaucracy, and the public;

|dentify institutional and political constraints that limit the leaders
ability to achieve decision making;

- Analyze the major factors affecting the successful outcome of crisis

- Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different decision
making type approaches.



Course Requirements

- assigned readings;

. class attendance and appropriate contributions to
section discussions;




Structure of class

- Overview of topic




EXpectations

- Arrive prepared and ready to participate

- weekly readings




Exam Schedule

- short-essay paper #1 (Week4)




Grading

- 30 percent on participation.




Readings

- Links are in syllabus to websites and PDF files.

+ Instructor will decide from readings




Decision-Making

- Models

. rational actor




Theme: Executive power

- Nature of Executive power
- Constitution of U.S.

- Generally speaking, the role of the president as a true decision-maker in foreign policy and
decision making regarding crisis has found in Article II.

- Tradition in Israel




Executive power

- The chief executive's position within the executive branch
and in relation to parties and other political players in the
wider political process has been upgraded as a result of
the effects of the modern mass media, which favor a high
degree of personalization of politics.
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