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Course description

This mini-course explores some key ways in which power and politics influence environmental
change from perspectives drawing from the field of decolonial feminist political ecology. The aim of
this course is to build an understanding and competence for critically examining how current
politics, power dynamics and systemic structures produce environmental change and
disproportionate gendered impacts in a state of climate and ecological emergency.

The course will offer the theoretical framework for critical analysis and reflection on
environmental change and current socio-ecological challenges through a decolonial intersectional
lens and relevant practical policy and social movements’ organising examples for a desired
social-ecological transformation. Students will gain an understanding of decolonial feminist and
intersectional principles and how they relate to the disproportionately felt consequences of the
climate and ecological emergency, as well as a competence to identify alternative ways of being and
governance that put all living beings and the planet first. By facilitating reflections around the
concepts and practices surrounding decolonial feminist political ecology, and more specifically,
intersectionality, the course will also guide a critical observation of one’s own privilege and
positionality and introduce the principles for intersectional research.

Learning outcomes

After the end of the course, students should be in a position to:

1. Critically explore how desired social-ecological transformations (SETs) take place.

2. Critically examine how politics, systemic structures and actors influence climate and
environmental change and social-ecological challenges, as well as SETSs.

3. Use intersectional decolonial feminist lens to explain how power operates to cause
disproportionate impacts of climate and environmental change on different groups of people and
communities.
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4. Critically identify alternatives of being and governance that contribute to desired SETs and bring
us closer to a system that puts all living beings and the planet first.

Structure of classes. and teaching methodology

The duration of each class is 3 hours and 40 minutes.

The classes will consist of presentation of concepts by the lecturer, individual and group exercises
and reflections, and short videos and group discussions around the presented topics. Popular
education methods will be used to dive deeper into the course material and provide a more
hands-on understanding of explored concepts. See Course outline section below for detailed
description of each class.

nt evaluation

Students will be evaluated on their performance by three evaluation tools:

Evaluation tool Portion of final mark
1. Mini-assignments 30%
2. Active engagement in class 30%
3. Final assignment 40%

1. Mini-assignments.
There is a mini-assignment for each of the classes that you will be expected to have completed
prior to class.

2. Active engagement in class. Classroom participation and active engagement in group exercises
and discussions will be evaluated.

3. Final assignment.

Use any form of artistic expression you feel most comfortable with (poetry, music, painting,
illustration, photography, etc.) to create/(or alternativelv) find a piece that captures anv of the
concepts explored in class. The artwork could relate to any concepts/elements introduced and
discussed in class relating to decolonial feminist political ecology that address politics, power
dynamics, structures, actors and actions that impact environmental change and the social
implications of it. In addition to your created/identified piece, write a brief reflection (max. 200




words) elaborating on your interpretation of the concepts presented in the piece to accompany the
artwork. Check When Is Now for inspiration.

Deadline: Friday, December 1st, 2023, end of day.

Submission: Identified section on Fig Jam. In your submission please add your name, surname, uco
and email.

For this assignment you will be evaluated on:
e [Followed instruction (1.5 point)
e The depth with which you have incorporated concept(s) explored in class (2.5 pts)
e How well do you communicate your understanding of the concept(s) (2 pts)
e Artistic elements you use and your creativity/originality/expression/skill/craftsmanship (2
pts)
e Deliberation/effort - is the piece and accompanied interpretation well thought out (2 pts)

Final course mark: Pass/Fail. Failing to reach a minimum of 60% of the final mark will result in
failing the course.

Course outline

This section provides an outline of classes together with the readings students should do and
class assignments they should complete for each class.

Class 1. Introduction: Feminist Political Ecology. Intersectionality and Power.
Wednesday, Nov 8th, 2023 at 10:00-11:40 h | Classroom: P52
and at 16:00-17:40 h | Classroom: AVC

In Class 1 we will start with an introduction to course logistics as well as key, basic course concepts
such as social-ecological transformations, power, politics, environmental change, and feminist
political ecology. This class will also introduce students to the feminist critique of the current
economic paradigm that results with the interlinked crises, and the fields of study such as
intersectionality and ecofeminism(s), that are key in understanding the disproportionate and
gendered social implications of the climate and ecological breakdown through the lenses of
feminist political ecology. We will explore the significance of understanding this in the context of
social-ecological transformations.

We will explore intersectionality as a theoretical framework, an analytical approach, and an
organizing strategy, and we will study its praxis drawing on a contemporary empirical (case study)
example of a project for a desired social-ecological transformation.

We will also explore one’s own (research) positionality within current systems of power and
domination and get familiarised with the key tenets of intersectional research.
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Mini-assignment 1.

Read carefully The Ecologist article on The racial capitalist climate patriarchy by Julie Gorecki.
Identify the main concepts that the author deconstructs and reflect on the systemic structures that
facilitate disproportionate gendered impacts of the climate and ecological crises. Which groups and
communities are systemically first and worst impacted? What strikes you the mostZ Why?

in the identified
section in Iig Jam an hour before the start of the class latest and bring vour reflections to class to
contribute to group discussion. In your submission please add your name, surname and uco.

Submission: Add a

Class 2. (De)Coloniality. The Social Imaginary and Transformations.
Thursday, November oth, 2023 at 16:00-19:40 h| Classroom: U33

During Class 2 we will look deeper into the critique of coloniality and its implications on the
multiple crises we are facing today. We will explore decoloniality as a school of thought and a
critique of resource and labor extraction and the perceived universality and superiority of Western
knowledge and culture. We will deconstruct colonial thinking and binaries, as well as the social
imaginary of economic growth and development that allow for climate and environmental
injustices, and identify decolonial feminist and degrowth thought and politics that counter the
status quo.

Before the class, you should complete the following mini-assignment - you should add a bullet
points version of your reflections on a ‘post-it’ note in the identified section in Fig Jam an hour
before the start of the class latest and bring your reflections to class to contribute to group
discussion.

Mini-assignment 2. First, read these two short papers:
e Hickel, J. (2021). The anti-colonial politics of degrowth. Political Geography, 88.
e Abazeri, M. (2022). Decolonial feminisms and degrowth. Futures, 136, 102902.
Then, identify the patterns of colonization that economic growth relies on, and answer the

following question: What are the principles, politics, and praxis for a social-ecological
transformation that each of the authors propose to address the current destructive social and
economic relations?

Submission: Add a bullet points version of vour reflections on a ‘post-it’ note in the identified
section in Iig Jam an hour before the start of the class latest and bring vour reflections to class to
contribute to group discussion. In your submission please add your name, surname and uco.
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Class 3. Actors. Politics and Governance for Social-Ecological Transformation for Alternative
Futures.

Friday, November 10th, 2023 at 10:00-13:40 h | Classroom: U35

During Class 3 we will explore the actors, politics and governance for social-ecological
transformations towards radically different societies. We will study the continuum of actors that
uphold or resist the racial capitalist patriarchal system, and explore historical and contemporary
alternatives. We will look into different models of democratic governance and different forms of
democratic politics to achieve desired social-ecological transformations. We will explore the
difference between ‘mobilizing’ and ‘organizing’, and based on what we’ve learned, take the time to
collectively envision radically equtable futures.

Before the class, you should complete the following mini-assignment - you should add a bullet
points version of your reflections on a ‘post-it’ note in the identified section in Fig Jam an hour
before the start of the class latest and bring your reflections to class to contribute to group
discussion.

Mini-assignment s. First, read these two papers:

e Perkins, P. E. E. (2019). Climate justice, commons, and degrowth. Ecological economics, 160,
183-190.

e Bauhardt, C. (2014). Solutions to the crisis? The Green New Deal, Degrowth, and the
Solidarity Economy: Alternatives to the capitalist growth economy from an ecofeminist
economics perspective. Ecological economics, 102, 60-68.

Then, identify the proposed pathways to address the interlined crises, and answer the following

questions: What are the strengths and limitations of each of the proposed alternative approaches in
the two articles? What are the suggested models of governance? What are the possible actors,
agents of change in the formulated proposals?

Submission: Add a bullet points version of vour reflections on a ‘post-it’ note in the identified
section in Iig Jam an hour before the start of the class latest and bring vour reflections to class to

contribute to group discussion. In your submission please add your name, surname, and uco.
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Key concepts for this course

e [Environmental change

e [Environmental Justice

e Gendered environments

e [Feminist Political Ecology

e Decolonial Feminist Political Ecology
e Intersectionality

e Intersectional Research

e Decoloniality

e Agents of Change

e Social Movements

e [nvironmental Governance
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